
 
ACEC/Caltrans DES 

Structures Liaison Committee 

MEETING MINUTES 
DATE:  October 28, 2016  

TIME: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

MAIN LOCATION: California Department of Transportation 
 Division of Engineering Services 

1801 30th Street, Room 102 (Farmers Market 1 Building, 1st Floor) 
Sacramento, CA  95816 

VIDEO CONFERENCE LOCATION: District 12 Office, Room 333 
 3337 Michelson Drive, Irvine 
 
Action items in bold text 

I. Call to Order 

A. Self-introductions – See sign-in sheet.  

B. Changes to Agenda – No change 

C. Review Previous Meeting Minutes (07/29/16) – No change  

II. Presentation – “Shakecast” (Loren Turner) 

Loren presented Shakecast – This program is an open-source web application which retrieves 
measured shaking data within minutes after an earthquake, compares spatial shaking 
distribution with unique bridge vulnerabilities, generates hierarchical lists and maps of 
bridges most likely impacted and sends notifications to responders within 10 minutes 
following the event. See attached presentation files for more details. 

III. Workshops  

A. 3D/BIM (Nien Wang/Gudmund Setberg) 

Doug Dunrud reported the Caltrans Bridge Industry Forum went very well.  More 
than 45 people attended the whole day workshop for seven presentations and round 
table discussion for 3D/BIM Model on 9/14/2016.  Caltrans plans to have a pilot 
project for 3D/BIM and will have another forum next September.   

Action: Doug will present the details in next ACEC/DES meeting 

B. PCI West (Tom Ostrom) 

Tom Ostrom mentioned they are still working on having two seminars (one in 
Sacramento and one in Southern California). The exact time and location will be 
provided as soon as it’s confirmed.  

 

C. Design-Build Panel (Sudhakar Vatti/Nien Wang) 

Sudhakar Vatti and Nien Wang are working with local DB leaders and will provide 
more details in next meeting. 
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D. Caltrans Education Committee (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary expressed appreciation that Caltrans allows consultants to attend the Education 
Committee organized classes.  HNTB presented the 6th Street arch bridge for August 
meeting on 8/17/2016. 

IV. DESACEC Updates 

A. General (Mike Keever/Shira Rajendra) 

Mike stated there are organizational changes. Gudmund Setberg is new Structure 
Design Deputy.  Rick Morrow/Caltrans construction office chief is retired, and Rich 
Foley will take his place on Gerald Desmond Bridge.   
 
NEPA delegation is set to expire at the end of 2016 and the legislature failed to pass a 
bill to extend it.  As a result, FHWA would need to take over NEPA duties again, but 
are not sufficiently staffed to do so.  A memo explaining the situation has been sent to 
agencies and stakeholders.  
Caltrans is moving “drilling” geotechnical investigation into the “0” phase and it will 
be the standard practice. CTC has received several projects that received late results 
of the geotechnical investigations and caused project delay, changes or impact to 
construction.  This change will be  a significant improvement to the current process. 
Caltrans sees major changes taking place in transportation (such as Uber, driverless 
cars, and greenhouse gas impacts) and is considering how to address them.    
 

B. Technical: Memo to Designers, Policy and Standards (Tom Ostrom)  

Tom provided below updates: 

Asset Management 

 FHWA Final Rule Making on Asset Management has been released this week 
 FEMA rule making on flood management and climate change science in flood 

management   
 2018 SHOPP development is underway. MODA based. Performance based. 

o Resources/Projects will go to where there is a performance gap by 
asset and by district  

o CTC now approves the SHOPP & CT has to go back to CTC for funds 
request by phase if COS exceeds 120% of budget 

 CTP 2040 was released –less highway centric 
 9 executive orders and 9 statutes that define the Governor's GHG reduction 

and climate change initiatives 
o SB 32 requires the State to cut emissions at least 40 percent below 

1990 levels by 2030 
o Electrification/alternate fuels of the vehicle fleet 
o These initiatives are changing the Depts. Focus toward R&D, stds., 

etc… 
AASHTO 
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8th Edition is scheduled to be released spring 2017.  CT will be putting together an 
implementation plan 

AASHTO SCOBS going to a 3-year cycle w/o interims. CT will likely not adopt 
every edition of LRFD.  

 Chapter 5 rewrite to better organize concrete design 
 Adopted Tunnel Design and Construction Specifications, 1st Edition 
 Adopted the Movable Bridge Inspection, Evaluation, & Maintenance Manual 

2nd Edition 
 Chapter 10 significant changes to bolting specs. The New ASTM F3125 

standard for high strength bolts combines ASTM A325, A490 and F1852 and 
F2280 standards  

 Significant increase in commentary on tolerances and erection of steel girders 
(design and construction spec) 

 Additions to the wind design requirements for temporary structure in the 
Const. Spec. 

 Western States are all committed to adopt USGS 2014 hazard maps. 

Internal Guidance Update 

July 15, 2016 XS sheet posting. See OSFP webpage.   

 Released Type 732 sidewalk bridge rail as an XS sheet.  Will be a Std Plan in 
January posting 

 Type 26 should no longer be used. Will be canceled in January 
 Wide flange girder, pipe seat extenders, seismic joints 

o Cleaning up spec language on XS sheets and User guides now posted 
 New Interim Bridge Rail guidance  

o Categorizes the expected change in the bridge rail inventory 
o Recommended rail foot prints to use for upcoming projects 

MTD’s 

 MTD 8-6 Stay in place precast concrete deck panels has been released 
 MTD 3-8 Post grouting of drilled shafts grouting released this week 
 MTD 5-2 Abutments about ready to go 

o CTABUT Version recently released 
 MTD 15-21 on Design and analysis of vehicular collision force will be 

released soon 
 Precast/ABC member design will be released soon 

Policy focus this year 

 Quality Management 
 Pre-engineered work 
 Software 
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 ABC tools for highway designers 
 Alternate procurement guidance 

 
C. Project Development Oversight/Contracting Opportunities (Shira Rajendra/Vong 

Toan) 

Vong Toan stated Caltrans DES currently has six contracts on the Lookahead Report:  
 Two Bridge Design PS&E will be removed due to lack of workload.  
 The 3rd contract is special finite element analysis, perform modeling.  
 The 4th contract is Technical writing. Scope of work is still being reviewed by 

legal department. 
 The 5th is geotechnical contract 
 The 6th is environmental contract: Water system contract and Waste water 

treatment contract  
 

D. Local Assistance (Robert Peterson) - No Discussion 

 
E. Statewide ACEC Committee (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary Antonucci reported that the last Statewide ACEC committee meeting 
discussions included on-going audit, prevailing wage, etc.  A subcommittee was 
formed to assist DPAC to improve debriefing procedures.  If anyone has “debrief 
form” and can email to Gary to help to standardize the debriefing procedure, it will 
be great. 
 

F. State Transportation Innovation Council (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary Antonucci reported that a committee was formed for ABC (Accelerated Bridge 
Construction) to increase knowledge and share ABC with local agencies. A webinar 
or presentation will be prepared to share with local agencies in upcoming 
conferences that local agencies heavily participate in. 

V. Discussion Items 

A. Caltrans/Consultant Collaboration 

Tom Ostrom - stated “sharing ideas and getting feedback” is very important and asks 
for/welcomes feedback from all. 

Shira Rajendra appreciated Gary Antonucci for great leading effort in his co-chair 
term in 2016.  The pre-meeting conference call was very good which set the tone for 
the official quarterly meeting, and hopes Nien will continue a similar collaborative 
process.  He also stated this group could be the model group among industry 
committees. 

Steve Altman – Caltrans started ISO 9001 on operation, quality, etc., may be able to 
share with all and get feedback in future meetings. 
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Tom Ostrom – In upcoming January meeting, maybe Caltrans can make a 
presentation on “Where Caltrans is on Quality Management Plan” and collect input 
from Consultant industry. 

Gudmund Setberg – ABC is ramping up now but a lot of details still need 
improvement. He is looking for input from all and appreciates collaboration from all 
too.  

Gary Antonucci – suggested that everyone send/email technical questions/items to 
Gary/Nien to forward to Caltrans to get answers and not to wait for meeting to get 
answers. 

Sudhakar Vatti – Thanks to Gary Antonucci and this meeting should continue to be a 
technically focused committee meeting.  He also suggested to move next year’s 
video conference location from D12 to Structure Design Diamond Bar office 
location. Nien will check and confirm it before next meeting.  

Nien Wang – Suggested all meeting attendees send pros/cons, suggestions on future 
meeting agenda items and topics for presentation/webinar, etc. to Nien within a 
week.  
 

 

VI. 2016 Meeting Schedule    2017 Meeting Schedule 

January 29, 2016 (5th Friday)    January 27, 2017 (4th Friday) 

May 13, 2016 (2nd Friday)    May 12, 2017 (2nd Friday) 

July 29, 2016 (5th Friday)     July 28, 2017 (4th Friday) 

October 28, 2016 (4th Friday)    October 27, 2017 (4th Friday) 


