
 
ACEC/Caltrans DES 

Structures Liaison Committee 

  
MEETING MINUTES 

 
DATE:  May 13, 2016 

TIME: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

MAIN LOCATION: California Department of Transportation 
 Division of Engineering Services 

1801 30th Street, Room 102 (Farmers Market 1 Building, 1st Floor) 
Sacramento, CA  95816 

VIDEO CONFERENCE LOCATION: District 12 Office, Room 333 
 3337 Michelson Drive, Irvine 
 
Action items in bold text 

I. Call to Order 

A. Self-introductions – See sign-in sheet.  

B. Changes to Agenda – No change 

C. Review Previous Meeting Minutes (01/29/16) – One Correction: Caltrans is looking 
for proposal for tip grouting for CIDH (NOT Timber) piles on page 2 of 4. All approved the 
minutes once this one correction is made.  

II. Presentation and Q&A on Caltrans’ Enhanced A&E Selection Process (Esther Morris) 

Esther provided hard copies of the “New Enhanced A&E Selection Process” PowerPoint file, 
dated May 13, 2016 and reviewed each page in detail.  She also stated that Caltrans is 
working on reducing the processing time from the planning stage to completing contract 
stage.  (See the attached “New Enhanced A&E Selection Process” PowerPoint file for more 
details). 
 
Esther also stated Caltrans “Look Ahead Report” on website is posted LIVE now (it can be 
updated by Contract Manager any time when there is a need to update it). All future project 
RFQ can not be issued until the project has been posted for 60 days. 

 

III. Workshops  

A. Recap Previous Workshops:  

1. Steel Bridge Practice & Caltrans Policy Update (Nien Wang) 

Nien reported the Webinar presented by Caltrans State Bridge Engineer Tom 
Ostrom and Dr. Lian Duan (Caltrans Steel Committee Chair) went very well 
and shared the OC site attendee photo with all. More than 100 people 
participated in the three-hour webinar from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on February 26, 
2016, through 6 hosted sites in California.  
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2. Winter Training (Mark Reno) 

Mark reported on the Caltrans 2016 Winter Training Webinar and shared all 9 
site attendee photos with all. More than 175 people participated in the whole 
day webinar on March 30th, 2016.  The topic for next year’s Winter Training 
will be falsework.  
 

3. Specifications Training (Jack Abcarius) 

Jack Abcarius reported that the Caltrans 2010 Structures Specification 
Training workshop venue at AECOM Sacramento office conference room 
went well. Total of 49 people participated in the whole day webinar on May 
11, 2016.  Although Caltrans issued a memorandum on 12/16/2015 regarding 
“Implementation of the 2015 Caltrans Standard Specifications”, the spec 
training was still focused on 2010 Standard, with brief update /highlights on 
2015 Standard.   

 
B. Future Webinars/Seminars (Nien Wang) 

Nien suggested several future seminars/webinars for the group to review and 
consider:   
 3D/BIM Model  
 Accelerated Bridge Construction(ABC) 
 Design- Build Panel discussion 
 Earth Retaining Structure Design – by Dr. Anoosh Shamsabadi  
 Maintenance and Rehabilitation 
Action: a follow up ACEC/Caltrans core group conference call in a month to 
discuss which seminar/webinar to move forward this year. 
  

C. Caltrans Education Committee (Gary Antonucci) 
Gary expressed appreciation that Caltrans allows consultants to attend the Education 
Committee organized classes.  As for sharing the presentation video, Caltrans does 
not plan to share it with public for now. 

IV. DES Updates 

A. General (Mike Keever/Shira Rajendra) 

Shira Rajendra stated Caltrans is working on balancing work load among the staff at 
this moment.  Bob Travis retired. 
 
Shira also stated they will bring the right people to attend the meeting and thanked 
Gary and ACEC core staff for participating in the pre-meeting conference call which 
was a good preparation call for today’s meeting. 
 

B. Technical: Memo to Designers, Technical Research (Tom Ostrom)  
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Tom Ostrom stated that Sue Hida (Assistant State Bridge Engineer) is on 3 month 
temporary assignment on I-710 project Right-of-Way. He also provided below 
updates: 

 Steel Bridge seismic design criteria will be issued soon (working on last item 
– ductile steel element).   

 AASHTO 8ed – Caltrans will adapt it when it releases. 
 AASHTO T-20 Tunnel manual will have major update (Geotech, seismic, 

etc.).  
 Caltrans is collecting lessons learned from various Design/Build, CGMC 

projects. 
 Caltrans is supporting Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC) 
 Caltrans is working on Bridge Life Cycle task now to integrate bridge value 

matrix/tool, project focus vs. function focus.  
 Caltrans is working on update of the 2015 Std. specifications and large release 

of Std. plans. 
 Caltrans DES is finishing strategic quality management plans, geared toward 

ISO 9000 quality standard. It will be the base for all future state projects. 
 

C. Project Development Oversight/Contracting Opportunities (Shira Rajendra/Vong 
Toan) 

Vong Toan stated RFQ for Coronado bridge soil spring analysis modeling was out 
and is due on June 8th. Currently Caltrans DES has below four contracts on look 
ahead report:  

 First two design contracts are Bridge Design PS&E  
 The 3rd contract is special finite element analysis, perform modeling.  
 The 4th contract is Technical writing.  

 
D. Statewide ACEC Committee (Gary Antonucci) 

Gary Antonucci provided update on Statewide ACEC committee news that includes 
Lean 6 sigma process for contract execution, Professional requirements for 
inspectors, and FHWA Safe Harbor Rate program that will include a single overhead 
rate for the entire country. 
 
FHWA and Caltrans created a State Transportation Innovation Committee, Gary will 
be one of the committee members.  1st meeting will be on June 10, 2016.  Gary will 
report the outcome in our next meeting. 

V. Discussion Items 

A. Local Assistance Manual Updates (Robert Petersen) 

Robert stated the updated local assistance Manual is on website now, not too many 
changes on it. Eileen Crawford provided a hard copy of memo (see attached memo). 
The highlight of the memo is “Effective October 1, 2016, the four bullet 



ACEC	/	Caltrans	Division	of	Engineering	Services	Structures	Liaison	Committee	
Meeting	Minutes	

May	13,	2016	

Page	4	of	4	
 

items/categories of bridge projects listed in memo will NOT be eligible for HBP 
funding”. 

 
B. Static Load Testing of CISS Piles (Shawn Cullers) 

Shawn questioned if a pile load test is required for all bridge projects.  Tom Ostrom 
stated it depends on the project size (small project may not need it) and pile type 
within the project.  Caltrans will update the spec to reflect this change.  If PDA 
works, pile load testing is not required. Tom suggested early discussion among bridge 
designer and Geotech and if both agree can work with spec writer and modify the 
spec to eliminate the pile load test program. 
 

C. Hydraulic Requirements (Jack Abcarius) 

Jack Abcarius questioned if bridge design based on Q100 is reasonable for all 
bridges. He said a local agency contacted FHWA and received acceptance NOT to 
design for Q100.  Shannon Post stated per Caltrans design practice, it’s allowed for 
structure to have water overtop during Q100 event as long as it’s stable. Mark Reno 
questioned if design exception (not design for Q100) is still allowed, the general 
consensus is it still is current practice. 
 

D. Potential Issues for Future Meetings (All) 

Jack suggested reviewing scour, AASHTO LRFD states once the scour depth is 
confirmed, foundation shall be below scour depth.  Shannon stated in Caltrans design 
practice, the foundation is always designed assuming full scour depth.  It shall be the 
standard practice for bridge design with scour issues.  Shannon also stated that 
Caltrans has directed that Scour data table be on bridge foundation plans for all bridge 
PS&E projects with scour issue. 
  

 

VI. 2016 Meeting Schedule 

January 29, 2016 (5th Friday) 

May 13, 2016 (2nd Friday) 

July 29, 2016 (5th Friday) 

October 28, 2016 (4th Friday) 


