




ACEC/Caltrans Division of Engineering Services 
Structures Liaison Committee 

 

 MEETING MINUTES 
 
DATE:  July 24, 2015 

TIME: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

MAIN LOCATION: California Department of Transportation 
 Division of Engineering Services 

1801 30th Street, Room 102 (Farmers Market 1 Building, 1st Floor) 
Sacramento, CA  95816 

VIDEO CONFERENCE LOCATION: District 12 Office, Room 333 
 3337 Michelson Drive, Irvine 
 
Action items in bold text 

I. Call to Order 

A. Self-introductions – See sign-in sheet.  Emil Vergara announced that he will be replacing 
Richard Hartzell as primary Caltrans liaison.  Mark Ashley expressed the committee’s 
gratitude for Richard’s efforts and assistance. 

B. Changes to Agenda – Steel Bridge Forum and Local Assistance Manual updates added.  
See discussion below. 

C. Review Previous Meeting Minutes (05/1/15) – Approved, will be posted on website. 

II. Old Business  

A. Technical Workshops:  

1. Follow Up SHRP2 Innovative Bridge Design Peer Exchange (Mark 
Ashley/Majid  Sarraf) 
Majid Sarraf reported that the workshop was very informative and well-attended by 
contractors and consultants.  Several project examples were covered.  FHWA has 
been very supportive of implementing innovative approaches to bridge construction.  
Tom Ostrom added that the format was good and led to healthy discussion.  The 
workshop was conducted over two days, with DOT staff-only attending the first day.  
Tom announced that Caltrans is starting a pilot program to implement 10 ABC 
projects.  Caltrans has identified five state highway projects so far, and is open to 
including local agency projects.  The local agency request should come from the 
owner. 

2. 2010 Specifications Training – Update (Jack	Abcarius) 
Jack Abcarius said that the training workshop has been set for July 29 in Southern 
California.  So far 50 attendees have signed up, approximately half are City and 
County of LA employees.  The results of this first session will be evaluated, and then 
consideration will be given to a workshop in Northern California. 

3. Steel Bridge Forum (Nien Wang) 
Nien Wang stated that the previously-held Steel Bridge Forum was well-received and 
provided good information exchange.  He suggested that consideration be given to 
conducting three one-hour webinars on steel topics including ABC, seismic, and one 
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other appropriate topic. Shannon Post said that the Steel SDC is still being developed 
by Caltrans and no webinars would be conducted until it is released.  It was 
suggested that the webinar idea be tabled for now, until the SDC is ready. 

B. Caltrans Education Committee – (Mark Ashley) 
Mark A said that Caltrans is soliciting input from the consultant members of the 
Liaison Committee for topics.  Two possible presentations have been scheduled: 
- BIM by T.Y. Lin, possibly October 
- 6th Street Bridge by HNTB, possibly December, or Spring 2016 
Mark A will periodically distribute the updated committee schedule. 

III. Recurring Business 

A. DES Updates 
Carlos Portillo distributed the new DES Brochure, and provided updates on Caltrans staffing 
changes. Robert Pieplow provided additional updates: Caltrans is responding to the Tex Wash 
Bridge collapse.  In relation to that, Caltrans is reviewing its overall emergency response 
procedures.  Robert P also announced that he will be retiring.  Mark A thanked him for his 
service to the committee. 

Steve Altman regretfully reported that there was a highway worker fatality in District 11 – 
Oscar Vargas, a 29-year employee of Caltrans.  Steve reminded everyone to always consider 
construction safety when designing. 

B. DES Updates: Guidance and Standards (Shannon Post), Technical Research (Tom 
Ostrom),  IQA (Phil Stolarski) 
Shannon Post said that MTD 5-19, which clarifies responsibilities of the structural and 
geotechnical engineers for design of earth-retaining structures, is ready but that internal 
conflicts with other MTD’s need to be cleared up before it is released.  She reported that 15 
chapters of the Bridge Design Practice Manual, 4th Edition, have been released with nine 
more to follow.  The BDPM is available on the Caltrans website or hard copies can be 
purchased.  Shannon also noted that Caltrans is willing to discuss participation by ACEC 
consultants in reviewing technical publications. 

Tom Ostrom stated that the annual research budget at Caltrans is $25M, with 20% dedicated 
to structural and geotechnical issues.  A research cycle is currently underway with seven 
projects recently advertised and proposals received on July 10.  Caltrans will select the 
winners by early September.  The top two projects are deck replacement for PT box girders, 
and design of earth-retaining structures.  Other projects include arch ribs, testing protocols, 
demonstration ABC, bridge monitoring tools, and maintenance.  Tom Ostrom will provide a 
link to the research website. 

Phil Stolarski said that Caltrans’ Strategic Objective 6 covered Quality Assurance.  DES 
started an effort to document guidance for QA, with the goal to conform to ISO 9001.  The 
documentation has been completed, and a Policy Directive issued to implement ISO in three 
years within Caltrans, and by 2020 for local agencies.  The QA team has developed an 
implementation schedule that was approved internally on June 8 and will be carried out over 
a 10-month time frame.  The final project will be Strategic Quality Management System. 

C. CT Abut Update (Tom Ostrom) 
Tom Ostrom reported Caltrans is testing a solution for source code security.  If successful, the 
goal will be to release the new program by November 1.  The program will be managed in 
similar fashion as CTBridge.  He also said that Caltrans is working on a substructure design 
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program to replace such software as WFRAME, YIELD, etc.  Some portions are in beta 
testing, and there will probably be another year of development. 

D. Project Development Oversight/Updates/Contracting Opportunities (Carlos Portillo, 
Sudhakar Vatti) 
Sudhakar Vatti announced that Tracy Bertram has retired from Caltrans.  Carlos P discussed 
the issue of some local agencies still using 2006 standards – the correct language will be 
inserted into the Local Assistance manuals, with a likely transition period to end their use.  
He distributed the latest Look-Ahead Report and noted that 13 DES contracts are going to be 
advertised, with cumulative contract value of $112M.  He also discussed the Enhanced 
Consultant Selection Process and provided a link to the DPAC to review current information.  
Comments on the process are recommended to be submitted within a week.  The upcoming 
DES contracts are not likely to be under the new process, which is still being developed and 
vetted. 

E. Statewide ACEC Committee Update (Gary Antonucci) 
Gary Antonucci provided a recap of the committee’s last meeting in July.  The committee is 
working with A&I on interpretation of uncompensated overtime guidelines, which differ 
from national guidelines issued by AASHTO.  He added that the Enhanced Selection Process 
will be used next on three District 43 contracts, for which an outreach meeting has already 
been held.  The results of the process on those contracts will be reviewed as the next step in 
developing the program.  He also said that the committee has been able to work with Caltrans 
to implement some clarifying language regarding application of prevailing wage to field 
personnel and their activities. 

IV. New Business 

 Sudhakar Vatti reported that changes to the LAPM are in process, but not ready yet for 
distribution.  He also said that Element Level Inspection will be discussed at our next 
meeting in October. 

 Steve Altman said that the 2016 Winter Training will cover trenching and shoring. 

 Mark Reno said that consultants would still like to receive guidance on design for 
liquefaction. 

 Shawn Cullers raised the issue of requirements for static load testing for CISS piles 
greater than 36-inch diameter.  Shawn will submit memo requesting clarification. 

 Majid Saraf asked if it was possible to find out what translator Caltrans is using for 
converting inspection data to the national database.  Issue to be discussed next meeting. 

 Nien Wang asked about a possible Design-Build workshop involving local agencies.  
Sudhakar Vatti stated that it would be better for consultants to lead that type of workshop, 
but that Caltrans would be glad to participate. 

 The question of continuing these meetings on a quarterly basis was raised.  Mark Ashley 
may address it in the EOY report. Caltrans will tentatively set quarterly dates for next 
year. 

V. 2015 Meeting Schedule 

January 23, 2015 (Friday) 

May 1, 2015 (Friday) 

July 24, 2015 (Friday) 



ACEC	/	Caltrans	Division	of	Engineering	Services	Structures	Liaison	Committee	
Meeting	Minutes	

July	24,	2015	

Page	4	of	4	
 

October 23, 2015 (Friday) 


