




ACEC/Caltrans Division of Engineering Services 
Structures Liaison Committee 

 MEETING MINUTES 
 
DATE:  May 1, 2015 

TIME: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

MAIN LOCATION: California Department of Transportation 
 Division of Engineering Services 

1801 30th Street, Room 102 (Farmers Market 1 Building, 1st Floor) 
Sacramento, CA  95816 

VIDEO CONFERENCE LOCATION: District 12 Office, Room 333 
 3337 Michelson Drive, Irvine 
 
Action items in bold text 

I. Call to Order 

A. Self-introductions – See sign-in sheet 

B. Changes to Agenda - None 

C. Review Previous Meeting Minutes (01/23/15) – Approved 
Approved Annual Report was distributed previously 

II. Old Business  

A. Technical Workshops:  

1. Follow Up on Steel Bridge Forum– (Lian Duan/Mark Reno) 
Mark Ashley reported for Mark Reno – The event was well-attended, 23 consultants 
participated along with Caltrans staff.  Appreciation was expressed to Caltrans for 
including consultants. 

2. Follow Up on Design-Build Workshop (Paul Chung/Nien Wang) 
Mark A said the workshop was beneficial, with good input from consultants and 
Caltrans.  Paul Chung and Nien Wang organized the event.  Mark A will send the 
workshop report/notes to the committee.  Richard Hartzell and Nien W said that a 
follow-up workshop may be considered for next year, but nothing is planned at this 
time.  There is also consideration of conducting a workshop for contractors and local 
agencies – Richard H to discuss with Ray Tritt.  Nien W suggested sharing the 
report with local agencies – it was agreed to do so after internal approval. 

3. Follow Up on Winter Training (Mark Reno) 
Mark A reported for Mark R – The session was very successful, approximately 150 
consultants participated at six broadcast sites.  Appreciation was expressed to Dave 
Keim, Richard Hartzell, and other Caltrans instructors.  Handouts have been posted 
on the ACEC/DES Committee website. 

4. 2010 Specifications Training – Update (Jack	Abcarius) 
Jack Abcarius said that the training workshop is ready to go after some final 
coordination with Ruth Fernandes.  A Draft Agenda has been prepared.  Conducting 
by webcast was ruled out since the training is intended to be interactive.  The 2010 



ACEC	/	Caltrans	Division	of	Engineering	Services	Structures	Liaison	Committee	
Meeting	Minutes	

May	1,	2015	

Page	2	of	4	
 

specifications will be the basis for the training since no major changes will be made 
to the 2015 specifications.  Local agencies will be invited.  The first session will be in 
July in Southern California – Nien W to arrange venue with LA County DPW.  
Another session in Northern California will be considered. 

5. SHRP2 Innovative Bridge Design Peer Exchange, 5/20/15 (Dorie 
Mellon/Mark	Ashley) 
Dorie Mellon said that the program is part of a joint effort sponsored by AASHTO 
and FHWA to develop solutions to transportation challenges.  One of the focus areas 
is Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC), and Caltrans has received a grant to 
participate.  The first day (May 19) will be attended by State DOT staff only and will 
focus on rapid assembly of precast bridges. The second day (May 20) will recap the 
first day and have more general discussion of ABC.  The May 20 session is open to 
consultants – registration is free but participants must register directly – see attached 
flyer. 

B. Caltrans Education Committee Presentation – (Ayo Okupe/Mark Ashley/Richard 
Hartzell) 

Sameh, Education Committee Chair, said that the committee has recently decided to 
invite consultants to make technical presentations on pertinent topics.  It provides an 
opportunity for consultants to share findings on recent projects.  Focus will be on 
projects themselves.  The committee meets monthly on the third Wednesday. Two to 
three one-hour sessions would be conducted in Sacramento, with video feed to 
Southern California attendees. Session would be videotaped and posted on the 
Caltrans intranet site.  Consultant presenters would receive a parking permit, lunch, 
and certificate of appreciation.  The committee schedule is booked for most of the 
year, but special presentations can be arranged for important topics.  The committee 
is especially interested in teaming with a consultant on the topic of BIM.  Richard H 
will send a request form and current schedule to Mark A. Consultants will be 
contacted if they have been selected to make a presentation.  Presentation guidelines 
were distributed (see attached). 

III. Recurring Business 

A. DES Updates 
Robert Pieplow stated that the construction season will be very busy – OE is processing 30 to 
40 advertisements and awards per week.  The overall construction budget has been trending 
down.  Personnel changes within Caltrans include: 

DES 

 SP&I new acting deputy – Tom Ostrom (Dolores Valls is a new deputy to SM&I) 
 Bob Tanaka, Acting Office Chief for EQ engineering 
 SC new acting deputy – Jeff Abercrombie (Rob Stott retired) 
 PPRM new acting deputy – Carlos Portillo (Shira Rajendra is a temporary Chief of North 

Region Division of Engineering. 
 New acting DES Executive Engineering Assistant – Sung Moon (Jeff DeFevere is an 

acting Office Chief of Roadway Materials Testing, Translab) 
 Michael B Johnson is now a Caltrans Asset Manager (used be with SM&I). 
 Pete Whitfield, is moved to Michael B. Johnson’s  old position, Specialty investigations 

and bridge  
Management. 
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 Earl Seaberg, Retired and Mohsen Sultan  has taken over his position, Contract Awards 
and services. 

Caltrans Project Delivery 

 Division of Construction new acting chief – Rachel Falsetti (Mark Leja retired) 
 Division of Right of Way new acting chief – Andrew P. Nierenberg 

Caltrans District Directors 

 D2 acting director – Dave Moore 
 D8 acting director – John Bulinski 
 D9 new director – Brent Green 

B. DES Updates: Memo to Designers (Sue Hida), Technical Research (Tom Ostrom),  
IQA (Tom Ostrom) 
Tom Ostrom said that new MTD 5-19, which establishes role for structural and geotechnical 
engineers for retaining structures, is five to six weeks from completion.  An MTD addressing 
reinforcing cages for drilled shafts is in development. Consultant comments on drafts have 
been appreciated – Caltrans will consider requesting future comments on BDA and other 
manuals.  The Technical Research group has been fully funded ($3M), a technical policy 
document will be released soon. Eleven research topics will be evaluated, including seismic 
for retaining walls, redecking of box girders, general seismic, materials, and bearings.  
Advertisements for research grants will be in one to two months.  Only public universities 
can receive grants, the private sector can participate as subconsultants for a maximum amount 
of $50k.  Richard H to send links for the Technical Research website to Mark A.  The 
IQA program is attempting to cross-evaluate specifications, manuals, overall QA procedures, 
etc.  Caltrans will be initiating the ISO9000 process.  Each internal project will have its own 
QA plan. 

C. CT Abut Update (Tom Ostrom) 
Tom O reported that the program is still in progress, but a security issue with the source code 
needs to be resolved.  Options might be to open-source it, in which case the program would 
be released soon, or to re-write in a different language, in which case another four to six 
months would be required for development. 

D. Caltrans New Seismic Screening Method (Tom Ostrom) 
Tom O said that a program to re-evaluate seismic vulnerability for approximately 5,000 state 
bridges for strong shaking, liquefaction, and fault rupture has been ongoing for approximately 
one year and is nearly complete.  The findings will be reported to the Chief Engineer. 

E. Project Development Oversight/Updates/Contracting Opportunities (Carlos Portillo, 
Vong Toan) 
Carlos Portillo said that Caltrans’ Capital Project workload is declining, but staffing levels 
are also declining through attrition.  Vong Toan stated that A&E funding for DES will be 
down about 20% next year.  He reviewed the Lookahead Report with the committee and 
noted that there will be approximately $45M in new opportunities for consultants. 

F. Statewide ACEC Committee Update (Jack Abcarius) 
Gary Antonucci, Chair of the Headquarters Liaison Committee, explained that the committee 
focusses mainly on policy and contracting procedures.  The committee meets bi-monthly at 
the N Street building with representatives from DPAC, A&I, Local Assistance, and several 
other divisions.  Recent topics addressed by the committee include: 
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 Local Assistance Consultant Selection Training – members of the committee provided 
input to Local Assistance on the draft presentation, and attended many of the district-
level workshops that were conducted. 

 Consultant Selection Process – a subcommittee has been working with DPAC on the pilot 
program, providing suggestions and feedback from participants.  The program has been 
put on hold while DPAC assesses results so far. The subcommittee will continue to 
advise.  When the program is rolled out again, the intent is for the process to ultimately 
be put in place statewide. 

 Contract Negotiation – the committee held discussions with DPAC staff on various 
negotiation issues, including items such as escalation, profit, wage caps, etc. 

IV. New Business 

 Sudhakar Vatti noted that Local Assistance is currently revising the LAPM. 

 Jack Abcarius raised a question regarding local agencies still requiring use of the 2006 
specifications, but wanting all other standards to be 2010.  Robert P said that there was an 
internal memo stating that 2006 was no longer supported, and that information had been 
placed in the LAPM.  Jack A suggested sending a memo to local agencies reiterating that 
point.  Sudhakar V and Robert P will look into it. 

 John Woelfel asked if there had been a change in policy regarding the consultant designer 
of record also performing construction services. Richard H said that if the Local Agency 
is the named RE for the project, then the consultant can provide construction services, 
otherwise it can’t. 

 Lance Shrey said that there has been some confusion regarding direction for determining 
and designing for lateral spreading.  Tom O said that Caltrans needs to clarify the issue. 

 Matt Burgard noted that recent changes in bi-annual inspection procedures, particularly 
related to element-level inspection, are causing Sufficiency Ratings to increase.  
Sudhakar V will invite SLA and OSMI to the next meeting to explain the changes. 

 Mike Keever provided a summary of highlights from the recent AASHTO meeting: 

o LRFD updates will be changed to a three-year cycle with no interims 
o General trends include asset management process changes, ABC, BIM, increased 

truck weights, higher strength materials, demolition guidance, precast seismic 
connections, and performance-based seismic design 

 Patricia Preston announced a Northern District Calmentor Event on August 29 – a tour of 
AutoDesk in San Francisco, which will include latest developments in BIM 

V. 2015 Meeting Schedule 

January 23, 2015 (Friday) 

May 1, 2015 (Friday) 

July 24, 2015 (Friday) 

October 23, 2015 (Friday) 


