
 

  

  

 

   
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELSOC/Division of Engineering Services 

Structures Liaison Committee 


MEETING MINUTES 


DATE: March 23, 2007 

TIME:   10:00 am 

LOCATION: Caltrans District 11 Office, San Diego 
4050 Taylor Street, Garcia Conference Room 

   San Diego, CA 92110 

MINUTES: 

I. REVIEW OF DECEMBER 15, 2006 MEETING MINUTES AND PAST ACTION ITEMS 

Meeting minutes from August 25 and December 15, 2006 have been posted to the OSFP 
web site. 

Date of 
Meeting 

Past Action Items  Tracking 
Status 

12/15/06 Metric to English Conversion: Rob to forward 
instructions on how projects are flagged in the system. 
Suggestion was made to post the list. Rob to discuss 
this item with Tim Craggs. Suggestion was also made 
to bring this topic up at the statewide committee. 

In 
Progress 

8/25/2006 Bridge As-Built Plans and Bridge Inspection 
Reports: Caltrans to investigate and resolve. 

In 
progress 

12/15/06 Web Based Review Comments Software:  Walt has 
relayed item to Jorge Aguilar of the statewide 
committee and has had correspondence with 
Caltrans. Caltrans has initiated a Feasibility Study on 
the possible uses of commercial content 
management.  

In 
progress 

12/15/06 Structures/District Specifications Document Done 
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Compilation:  Walt to draft letter for committee to 
review 

12/15/2006 CELSOC Updates: Walt to see if meeting minutes 
from statewide committee can be distributed to this 
structures liaison committee. These minutes are 
available on-line at the CELSOC web site. 

Done 

12/15/2006 Next Meeting:  Po Chen to provide District 04 contact 
to Earl Seaberg for coordination of September 28th 

meeting. 

Contact Person in District 4: Holland Wu at 510-622-
8720 

Done 

Wei gave a brief introduction of the history and achievements of this committee to the 
guests from South California. Wei also indicated that rotation of the committee roles will 
take place in this meeting, Walt LaFranchi will be the Chair and Po Chen will be the 
Secretary. 

Wei also mentioned that Tom Post will represent the Statewide Committee and will attend 
our meetings starting in June, 2007. 

II. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mark stated that the Memorial Dinner for Jim Roberts was a huge success and suggested 
to continue the program as an annual or biannual event.  It was decided that Caltrans will 
take the lead and CELSOC will support the event. 

Action: Rob and Mark to look into the details of organizing the event. 

III. TECHNICAL TOPICS 

A. 	Metric to English Conversion: Earl handed out Memo DD 12-R1 dated March 2, 2007. 
Any Metric projects achieving PS&E milestone by June 30, 2007 are deem too have an 
approval exception.  All other projects shall request an “Exception to continue the Use 
of Metric Units”.  All requests shall be received by Kevin Herritt by the close of business 
on April 30, 2007. Caltrans will maintain Metric SSP’s for the life span of list projects 
using metric unit. 

B. 	 LRFD Updates: 

Kevin stated that 2004 LRFD, with 2005 and 2006 interims with Caltrans Amendments 
is being used..  

Rob stated that Memo to Designer 20-4 is being updated and is under circulation.  
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Kevin mentioned that AASHTO will adopt a Guide Specifications for earthquake design 
criteria similar to Caltrans’ seismic design criteria as well as a force based approach.

 Action: N/A 

C. 	 Combined roadway and bridge Special Provisions: 

Action: Walt to revise and sign the proposal letter. 

D. Web Based Review Comments Software:  

Action: Caltrans and Wei will talk to Bart Newton and others to gather more 
information. 

IV. COORDINATION/PARTNERING 

A. 	Partnering Improvements:  Jim reported that Caltrans is working with the industry to 
study the constructability of drilled shafts.  The goal is to develop constructible design 
details and specifications for drilled shafts.  Caltrans will offer a training class. 

Jim also mentioned that Caltrans is developing the Rock Anchor Manual. 

Action: N/A 

B. 	Project Development Oversight: Goal is an improved QC/QA process with greater 
efficiency and fewer review cycles. Kevin handed out Deputy Directive DD-90 “Funding 
of Quality Management on State Highway Project” and memorandum of “Plans 
Preparation Manual update: Quality Control/Quality Assurance Documentation”. 

Action: N/A 

C. Bridge As-Built Plans and Bridge Inspection Reports:  Still an issue for getting as-built 
plans and bridge inspection reports from Caltrans Structures Maintenance. 

Action: Walt to draft proposal letter for committee to review. Rob & Earl to look into 
the process and possibility  of how Caltrans can post as-builts and Maintenance 
Reports on website for consultants to use for those non-essential bridges. 

V. CELSOC UPDATES 

Rob went to Statewide CELSOC Meeting and reported to the progress of our committee. 

Mark mentioned PEGA is initiating a proposal to exclude consultants from doing 
construction management work on State Highway Facilities. 
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VI. 	 DES UPDATES 

A. 	 CT Bridge: Rob gave an update on CT bridge: 


1) Handed out CTBridge External Distribution Plan 


• 	 Sign Decision Document on external software distribution April, 2007 

• 	 Formally test CTBridge and create testing suite September, 2007 

• 	 Work out legal details      May, 2007 

• 	 Prepare for CTBridge sales w/ no support July, 2007 

• 	 Set up third party vendor September, 2007 

2) Caltrans needs help on Beta testing of the program from Consultants 

Action: Mark will coordinate to assist Beta testing with Wei as assistant. 
B. 	Contracting Opportunities: Tony indicated that Caltrans needs to improve the spending 

of current contracts more efficiently.  Von iterated the same problem.  Consultants need 
to turn in their invoice in a timely manner.  Mark suggested to simplify the paperwork for 
the preparation of the invoice. 

Action: Tony will look into this issue. 

C. Jim mentioned that their will be total of $7M contracts for geotechnical support in 2007. 

D. Personnel note: Brian Maroney will be promoted to be the Program Manager for the 
Bay Bridge Project. 

New Items: 

A. 	Mark raised the question if electronic plan submittal to EFPB is necessary for locally 
advertised projects. Since as-builts are still done by free hand drafting the electronic 
plan submittal serves no purpose.  Earl responded that the electronic submittal is 
depending on the Co-op agreement. Earl suggested the time to negotiate the electronic 
submittals is the co-op agreement is prepared. 

B. 	Roadway Tunnel Design Manual:  FHWA is to expand the guidelines and develop a 
Road Tunnel Design Manual. It is expected to be completed in 2007. 

VII. 	NEXT MEETINGS 

Upcoming meetings include June 22 (Sacramento), September 28 (District 04), December 
14 (Sacramento) and March 28, 2008 (District 12). 
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ATTENDEES 

Caltrans  
Bob Buckley 
Rob Stott 
Kevin Thompson 
Earl Seaberg 
Vong Toan 
Jim Davis 
Tony Marquez 

Bob_Buckley@dot.ca.gov 
Rob_Stott@dot.ca.gov 
 Kevin_Thompson@dot.ca.gov 
Earl_Seaberg@dot.ca.gov 
Vong_Toan@dot.ca.gov 
James_Davis@dot.ca.gov 
Tony_Marquez@dot.ca.gov 

Sonny Olaso Sonny_Olaso@dot.ca.gov 

CELSOC
 
Mark Ashley Mashley@tylin.com 
Wei Koo wkoo@pbsj.com 
Po Chen Pchen@markthomas.com 
Walt LaFranchi Walt Lafranchi@urs.com 
Jay Holombo jholombo@pbsj.com 
Clark Fernon Cfernon@boyleengineering.com 
Jim Frost jfrost@simonwangeng.com 

Jack Abcarius Jack.Abcarius@nolte.com 

Dirk Mudhiasen dmudhias@portofsandiego.org 

Y. Nien Wang Ywang@hntb.com 


