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THE CiTY oF SAN DIEGO

December 4, 2014

Mr. Oscar Aguilar, PE
Project Engineer

Department of Transportation
District 11

4050 Taylor Street

San Diego, CA 92110
Building 3 floor 4

Dear Mr. Aguilar:

Subject: I-15 Pavement Rehabilitation from 0.2 Mile South of San Diego Mission Road
Overcrossing to 0.3 Mile North of Route 52/15 Separation

This is in response to your letter dated December 2, 2014 regarding water availability for the above
subject project. - Based upon the volume and duration of the project you provided, the City of San Diego
has sufficient and available potable water capacity to serve your project.

Please note that effective July 1, 2014, the City of San Diego moved to Level 1 Drought Alert per the
attached memo dated June 24, 2014 (see attachment 1). The Level 1 Drought Watch Condition lists
voluntary water conservation measures that are added to the City’s existing permanent restrictions.
Additionally, effective November 1, 2014, the City of San Diego enacted a Drought Alert status, the
second phase of citywide conservation that calls for mandatory water use restrictions in response to the
severe drought conditions statewide (see attachment 2).

Please also note that utilizing existing potable water and/or irrigation meters City-wide will be subject to
any City of San Diego City Council drought actions to conserve water, if enacted by City Council.

If you have any questions, please call me at 619-446-5420 or email me at Mrastakhiz@sandiego.gov.

Sincerely, ? . ,
:/ T,

Wf r
Mehdi Rastakhiz, PE
Associate Civil Engineer
Development Services Deparfme
Water and Sewer Development Review
1222 First Avenue, MS 401
San Diego, CA 92101

Attachment 1: Level 1 Drought Alert memo dated June 24, 2014
Attachment 2: Drought Alert status, the second phase of citywide mandatory water use restrictions
Dated, October 21, 2014

Development Services
1227 First Avenue # San Diego, CA 92101




THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 24, 2014
TO: All Department Directors
FROM: Halla Razak, Director of Public Utilities

SUBJECT:  Level 1 Drought Alert starting July 1, 2014

The City of San Diego was in a Stage 2 Drought Alert Condition from June 1, 2009, through
May 26, 2011. During that time, City departments played a vital role in saving water and setting
a good example for the citizens in our community. During the height of that drought, City
departments reduced metered water consumption by 31.4% from pre-drought levels.

The City Council recently approved moving the City to a Level 1 Drought Watch Condition
starting July 1, 2014. This memo is provided to assist Departments in identifying water saving
opportunities, creating water conservation plans and complying with permanent and voluntary
water use regulations.

PRIOR WATER CONSERVATION EFFORTS

From 1992 to 1999, the Water Department implemented a City Facilities Retrofit Program that
installed more than 2,384 ultra-low flush toilets and 702 urinals in 494 City owned and operated
facilities. The City wanted to show its commitment to water conservation by installing the water
conserving plumbing fixtures in our own facilities. That program was completed inl 1999 and the
biggest retrofit job, that of Qualcomm Stadium in 1998 (365 toilets and 196 urinals) in time for
Super Bowl XXXII, was used in a national water conservation publication/article.

The Public Utilities Department has also worked for many years with the Park and Recreation
Department to create water use budgets for City parks. Water budgets are estimates of how much
water existing landscapes need based on weather information, plant watering needs, type of soil
and irrigation systems used, and these estimates are translated into run times per irrigation valve
to allow them to use water efficiently. Throughout the last drought, Park and Recreation staff
closely monitored water consumption in all its irrigated areas, and this diligence was evident in
the achieved 31% water use reduction.
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All Department Directors
June 24, 2014

Before the City lifted Level 2 mandatory restnctlons in 2011, City Council and City staff
agreed that some of these restrictions shQuIci teémiain in place. Hence the San Diego
Municipal Code Section SDMC §67.3803 was revised to reflect the petmanent water use
restrictions that are in effect every day in San Diego. These include the following
limitations:

a) No runoff/excessive irrigation leaving the property;

b) Repair leaks upon discovery or within seventy-two hours of notification;

¢) No watering of paved areas;

d) No overfilling swimming pools and spas;

e) No non-recirculating decorative water fountains; ,

f) Car washing only in a commercial car W_élsh or using a hose with shutoff nozzle ora

bucket; .

g) New buildings must recycle cooling system water and car wash water;

h) Restautants will only serve and refill water upon request; |

i) Hotel guests must have the option of not laundering towels and linens daily; and

§) No watering after 10 am and before 4 pm (winter)/before 6 pm (summer).

Please ensure that staff within your Department is aware of these permanent water use
restrictions.

VOLUNTARY WATER USE RESTRICTIONS

The Level 1 Drought Watch Condition lists voluntary water conservation measures that are

added to the City’s existing permanent water restrictions. These voluntary measures go into
effect on July 1, 2014. Although these measures are voluntary for citizens, it is advised that
City Departments take the iead and treat them as mandatorv

1)y Landscape irri gatz.on hmxted to three day‘s‘_,‘ per Week;

2) When watering without an {rrigation sysfém a ’shu't-off nozzle or garden hose sprinkler
system on 4 timer is reQuired;

3) Washing vehicles limited to the same schedule as irrigation (except for: boats which
may Be washed after use; vehicles with health/safety issués; at a commercial carwash
that recycles water);

4) Use recycled or non-potable water for construction purposes;
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June 24, 2014

5) Fire hydrants for firefighting only;
6) Construction operations can use water only as required by regulatory agencies; and
7) Trrigation is not permitted during rain event.

RECOMMENDED CONSERVATION MEASURES

Indoor Water Use

If the facility is one of those that received water conserving plumbing fixtures through the City
Facilities Retrofit Program, City staff can inspect these fixtures for proper operation and leaks,
Self-closing faucets should shut off after a determined amount of seconds. Make sure the valves
are not sticking, which would prevent the faucet from shutting off automatically. If faucet
aerators have been removed, install new ones that use 1.0 gallons per minute. If the facility has
tank style toilets, place dye tablets or food coloring inside the tank and observe if the coloring
makes it way to the bowl. This would indicate a leak and would require an adjustment or
replacement of the toilet flapper mechanism. Always repair leaks, as even small ones can waste
hundreds of gallons of water.,

If the facility still has high volume plumbing fixtures, replace them with water efficient ones,
such as high-efficiency toilets and urinals, and faucets with self-closing features. There may be
some incentives available for replacing these older fixtures. Check with the Water Conservation
Program (Luis Generoso at 619-533-5258) for up-to-date information on incentives for public
facilities.

Here are a few other measures City staff can take:

* Increase employee awareness of the need to conserve water. The Water Conservation
Program (contact Luis Generoso at 619-533-5258) has various brochures and reference
materials that can help you.

= Install signs encouraging water conservation in employee and customer restrooms.

*  Assign an employee to monitor water use and waste within the facility. Read your water

meter weekly to monitor the success of your water conservation efforts, and to detect

leaks. Monitor water usage when reviewing water bills. Information on your historic

‘water usage can be obtained calling our Water Conservation Program.

Check for obvious leaks, where there are consistent water puddies.

Repair dripping faucets and showers, and continuously running toilets.

Install faucet aerators where possible,

Shut off water supply to equipment rooms not in use.

Shut off cooling equipment when not in use, and minimize water used in cooling units.

There may be a need to replace the cooling tower conductivity controller. Check for

incentives offered for these controllers. _

* Review rebates available in Southern California at hitp://www.bewaterwise.com .
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If there are other function areas like cafeterias/food preparation areas, please contact our Water
Conservation Program for tips on how to conserve Water specific to those areas.
Outdoor Consumption s

Significant water savings can be realized if attention is given to how much water we use
outdoors. Here are things City staff can readily implement to help reduce outdoor water
consumption: ‘

»  Stop hosing down sidewalks, driveways and parking lots. If you need to do so for health
and safety reasons, consider using a water broom or a water efficient power washer, For
more mformatmn visit our website at www.sandiego gov/water/conservatxon

" Opemte your irrigation system to water before 10 a, m. or after 6:001 pm. to mmzmim
water loss from evaporation ot windy condmons

*  Water Eanéscape only when needed. Usually two to three times a Week is sufﬁcwnt Or
you can use the Landscape Watering Calculator at the website mentioned above to
prepare a water efficient irrigation schedule based on your plants watering needs, weather
date, soil type, and irrigation system used. This easy-to-use tool developed by the Public
Utilities Department has been: recogmzed with multiple awards, and is endofsed by a
number of landscape industry professionals. ‘

= Consider installing a weather based 1rﬁgat1on controller, These “smart controllers”

“automatically adjust irrigation run times as the season/weather changes and can shut off
your system when it rains. Check with our Water Conservatmn Program for mcentlves
that may be available.

= Make sure your sprinklers irrigate only 1 the landscape area and not dnveways and parking

~lots. Avoid irrigation runoff that causes. storm water pollution.

» Do not water on windy days. '

*  Should landscape conversion be an optzon consider water efficient piants and irrigation
systems. These plants provide color and ‘beauty, and the plant choices are numerous.
Check our website or visit the Water Conservation Garden at Cuyamaca College
(wrww.thegarden.org) for more information. Rebates for landscape and irrigation system
,conversmns are also avaﬂable !

More mformatmn on how you can save water at home and at work can be found on the following
websites:

City of San Diego
http: /fwww WasteNoWater orﬁ

San Diego County Water Authority
httv /Fwww.sdewa. orp;/whemndrought

Metx'opolitan Water District of Southem California
http://www.bewaterwise.com/
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RECYCLED WATER OPTION

If the facility is located along the existing recycled water pipeline route you might consider
retrofitting your irrigation system to accept recycled water. Irrigation retrofit rebates are now
available under a Metropolitan Water District pilot program. For an intéractive “recycled water
availability zone map” visit http:/www.sandiego.gov/water/recycled/availability/index.shtml or
contact Dawnn Jackson at 619-533-4264,

Thank you for the cooperation in conserving water at City facilities and for providing a good
example to the public. Please let me know if you should have any questions.

FHratta R az
Director of Public Utilities

LSG/lsg
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PUBLIC UTHITIES

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 21, 2014

MEDIJA CONTACT:
Robyn Bullard, Senior Public Information Officer
(858) 614-5715

City Enters Drought Alert Status
New Mandatory Water Use Restrictions Go Into Effect Nov. 1
SAN DIEGO - At the recommendation of Mayor Kevin L. Faulconer, the City Council voted Monday to enact a Drought

Alert status, the second phase of citywide conservation that calls for mandatory water use restrictions to begin Nov. 1 in
response to the severe drought conditions statewide.

“Working together as a community, San Diego has done a tremendous job in the past in responding to the call for water
conservation,” Mayor Faulconer said. “For that, we say thank you, and now we must ask for your continued help as we
face the uncertainty of future rainfall and water supplies at critical levels.”

The City implemented its voluntary Drought Watch stage on July 1, 2014, Earlier this month, Mayor Faulconer
recommended moving to the next level of water conservation based on several factors, including a significant decline in
ground water reserves throughout California, a drop in water reservoirs for the San Diego region, a lack of rainfall and
diminished prospects for a strong El Nifio, and a severe heat wave for the San Diego region in August and September.
The Drought Alert stage doesn’t contain a sunset clause and will stay in effect as long as the City deems necessary.

Relevant to most residents under the Drought Alert stage are the restrictions that mandate assigned watering days, which
are dependent on your address. There are also restrictions on what time of day residents can water and how long they can

 water:
Assigned Watering Days
Residences with odd-numbered addresses  Water only on Sundays, Tuesdays & Thursdays

Residences with even-numbered addresses Water only on Saturdays, Mdndays & Wednesdays

Apartments, condos & businesses Water only on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays
1




Time of Day and Time Limits

* From November 1 through May 31, water only between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m. for only 7 minutes at each
station when using a standard sprinkler system.

e From June 1 through October 31, water only between 6 p.m. and 10 a.m. for only 10 minutes at each
station when using a standard sprinkler system. ~

Other water use restrictions that become effective under Drought Alert status are:

* Use a hand-held hose equipped with a positive shut-off nozzle or timed sprinkler system to water
landscaped areas.

e Stop operation of ornamental fountains, except to the extent needed for maintenance purposes.

* The washing of automobiles, trucks, trailers, airplanes and other types of transportation equipment is
only allowed during the following times:

- Between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m. from November 1 to May 31.

- Between 6 p.m. and 10 a.m. from June 1 through October 31.
e Washing is permitted at any time at a commercial car wash.
e No irrigation is allowed during rain events.

» Potted plants, non-commercial vegetable gardens and fruit trees may be irrigated on any day during the
following times:

- Between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m., from Névember 1 through May 31
- Between 6 p.m. and 10 a.m. from June 1 through October 31.

Irrigation is permitted any day at any time as follows:

- As required by a landscape permit,
- For erosion control.
- For establishment, repair or renovation of public use fields for schools and parks.
- For landscape establishment following a disaster,
o Use recycled or non-potable water for construction purposes when available.

o Use of water from fire hydrants will be limited to firefighting, meter installation by the Water
Department or other activities necessary to maintain the health, safety and welfare of San Diegans.
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« Constructions operations receiving water from a fire hydrant or water truck will not use water beyond
normal activities.

These restrictions are in addition to permanent, mandatory water use restrictions in effect at all times since 2011. For a list
of'all current restrictions, as well as conservation resources, rebate programs and other valuable information, visit
www.wastenowater,org.

The City of San Diego’s Water Conservation Program reduces water demand through promoting or providing incentives for the
installation of hardware that provides permanent water savings, and by providing services and information to help San Diegans make
better decisions about water use. For more information about Water Conservation, visit www.wastenowater.org or call (619) 515-
3500.

Craig-Gustafson S
Press Secretary & Director of Media Relations

Mayor Kevin L. Faulconer

City of San Diego

Mobile: 619.453.9880

Office: 619.236.7064

Fax: 619-236-7228

www.sandiego.gov/mayor

Disclosure: This email is public information. Correspondence to and from this emall address is recorded and may be viewed by third
parties and the public upon request.
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