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1. United State Fish and Wildlife Biological Opinion 
2. California Department of Fish and Wildlife 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement 

3. Regional Water Quality Control Board 401 Certification 
4. United States Army Corps of Engineers 404 Nationwide Permit 

5. SJCOG, Inc.- San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation &  
Open Space Plan (SJMSCP) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, SACRAMENTO 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
1325 J STREET 

SACRAMENTO CA  95814-2922 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF

January 29, 2013 

Regulatory Division (SPK-2005-00788) 

State of California 
Department of Transportation, District 6 
Attention: Mr. Scott Guidi 
855 M Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, California  93721-2716 

Dear Mr. Guidi: 

We are responding to your, November 5, 2012, request for a Department of the Army permit 
for the State Route 26 Sandstone Creek Curve Correction project (EA 10-0T160).  This 
approximately 14.82-acre project involves activities, including discharges of dredged or fill 
material, in waters of the United States to implement a curve realignment and road improvement 
project.  The project is located on Sandstone Creek, Section 26, Township 3 North, Range 9 East, 
Mount Diablo Meridian, Latitude 38.081179°, Longitude -120.968328°, San Joaquin County, 
California.

Based on available information, we concur with the amount and location of wetlands and/or 
other water bodies on the site as depicted on the enclosed, December 11, 2012, Sandstone Creek 
Curve Correction 10-SJ-26-PM 18.5/19.0 EA# 10-0T160 Jurisdictional Determination: All 
Waters drawing, prepared by Ronald Cummings.  The approximately 0.497 acres of wetlands 
and other water bodies present within the survey area are potential waters of the United States 
regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act.  A copy of our RGL 08-02 Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination Form for this site is 
enclosed.  Please sign and return a copy of the completed form to this office.

Based on the information you provided, the proposed activity, resulting in the permanent loss 
of approximately 0.076 acre of vernal pools, 0.055 acre of seasonal wetlands, and 0.130 acre of 
intermittent stream, and temporary impacts to approximately 0.045 acre of intermittent stream, is 
authorized by Nationwide Permit Number 14.  However, until Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification for the activity has been issued or waived, our authorization is denied without 
prejudice.  Once you have provided us evidence of water quality certification, the activity is 
authorized and the work may proceed subject to the conditions of certification and the 
Nationwide Permit.
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Furthermore, we understand the State of California, Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 
acting on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) lead Federal agency for this project, and as such, will ensure the authorized 
work complies with the NEPA, the Endangered Species Act, the National Historical Preservation 
Act, and any other applicable federal laws.  Your work must comply with the General Conditions 
listed on the enclosed Nationwide Permit 14 Summary sheet, the Regional Conditions listed on the 
enclosed Final Sacramento District Regional Conditions for California, excluding Lake Tahoe 
Basin, and the following special conditions: 

Special Conditions 

1. To mitigate for the loss of 0.130 acre of Open Water, 0.076 acre of Vernal Pools, and 
0.055 acre of wetland swale, you shall submit a check, in the amount of $54,350.00 
[($150,000.00 per acre of Open Water x 0.130 acre) + ($350,000.00 per acre of Vernal Pools x 
0.076 acre) + ($150,000.00 per acre of Wetlands x 0.055 acre)], payable to the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF).  Lower Calaveras-Mormon Slough, Hydrologic Unit Code 
18040004, must be indicated in the in-lieu fee agreement in order to insure the proper location of 
future mitigation.  Within fourteen (14) days of receiving a receipt that your fees have been 
deposited, you shall submit a copy (typically Exhibit B) to this office for recordation.  Prior to 
initiation of any construction activities within waters of the U.S., you must receive written 
notification from the Corps that the check has been deposited in NFWF's Sacramento District 
Wetlands Conservation Fund.

2. This Corps permit does not authorize you to take an endangered species, in particular 
California distinct population segment of the federally threatened California tiger salamander 
(Ambystoma californiense: central California tiger salamander), the federally threatened vernal 
pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), and the federally-endangered vernal pool tadpole 
shrimp (Lepidurus packardi), or designated critical habitat.  In order to legally take a listed 
species, you must have separate authorization under the Endangered Species Act (e.g., an 
Endangered Species Act Section 10 permit, or a Biological Opinion under Endangered Species 
Act Section 7, with "incidental take" provisions with which you must comply).  The enclosed 
Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Opinion (Number 81420-2011-F-0576-1, dated January 18, 
2012), contains mandatory terms and conditions to implement the reasonable and prudent 
measures that are associated with "incidental take" that is also specified in the Biological 
Opinion.  Your authorization under this Corps permit is conditional upon your compliance with 
all of the mandatory terms and conditions associated with "incidental take" of the attached 
Biological.

3. Prior to any work in waters of the U.S., you shall submit to this office, for review and 
acceptance, all design plans, maps, and/or drawings which outline or detail the activities 
authorized by this DA permit, including but not limited to; de-watering, grading, access,  
Disposal, Staging, and Borrow (DSB), and Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA).  Plans, maps 
and/or drawings may be submitted electronically to regulatory-info@usace.army.mil.
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4. You shall notify this office of any proposed modifications to the project, including 
revisions to any of the work plans or documents cited in this authorization, for review and 
approval prior to construction work associated with the proposed modification(s).   

5. If any of the above conditions are violated or unauthorized activities occur, you shall 
stop work immediately and notify this office.  You shall provide us with a detailed description of 
the unauthorized activity(s), photo documentation, and any measures taken to remedy the 
violation.

You must sign the enclosed Compliance Certification and return it to this office within 30 days 
after completion of the authorized work. 

This verification is valid for two years from the date of this letter or until the Nationwide 
Permit is modified, reissued, or revoked, whichever comes first.  Failure to comply with the General 
and Regional Conditions of this Nationwide Permit, or the project-specific Special Conditions of 
this authorization, may result in the suspension or revocation of your authorization. 

We would appreciate your feedback.  At your earliest convenience, please tell us how we 
are doing by completing the customer survey on our website under Customer Service Survey.

Please refer to identification number SPK-2005-00788 in any correspondence concerning 
this project.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Jason Deters at our California South 
Branch Office, 1325 J Street, Room 1350, Sacramento, California 95814-2922, email 
Jason.Deters@usace.army.mil, or telephone 916-557-7152.  For more information regarding our 
program, please visit our website at www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

Sincerely,

Paul Maniccia 
Chief, California South Branch 

Enclosures

Copy Furnished without enclosures 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, 11020 Sun Center 
Drive, Suite 200, Rancho Cordova, California 95670 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, North Central Region,1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho 
Cordova, California 95670 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service, San Joaquin Valley Division, 2800 Cottage Way, 
Sacramento, California  95825 

Mr. Eric Raffini, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Wetlands Office, WTR9, 75 Hawthorne 
Street, San Francisco, California 94105-3920 

Original Signed



COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION

Permit File Number: SPK-2005-00788 

Nationwide Permit Number:  14 – Linear Transportation Projects 

Permittee: State of California 
Department of Transportatioin, District 6 
Attn: Mr. Scott Guidi 
855 M Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, California  93721-2716 

County:  San Joaquin 

Date of Verification: January 29, 2013 

Within 30 days after completion of the activity authorized by this permit, sign this certification 
and return it to the following address: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Sacramento District 
1325 J Street, Room 1350 
Sacramento, California 95814-2922 
DLL-CESPK-RD-Compliance@usace.army.mil

Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers representative.  If you fail to comply with the terms and conditions of the 
permit your authorization may be suspended, modified, or revoked.  If you have any questions 
about this certification, please contact the Corps of Engineers. 

     * * * * * * * * * 

I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above-referenced permit, including all the 
required mitigation, was completed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the permit 
verification. 

 Signature of Permittee Date 




































