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CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED WATER QUALITY
CERTIFICATION; CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, ACCELERATION
LANE AT LA GRANGE ROAD AND STATE ROUTE 120 PROJECT, (WDID#5B55CR00068),
TUOLUMNE COUNTY

This Order responds to your 14 October 2011 application submittal for the Water Quality
Certification of a road construction project permanently impacting 0.01 acre and temporarily
impacting 0.05 acre of waters.of-the United States.

This Order serves as certification of the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ Nationwide
Permit#14 (Non-Reporting) under § 401 of the Clean Water Act, and-a Waste Dlscharge
Reguirement under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Contro! Act.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION STANDARD CONDITIONS:

1. This Order serves as a Water Quality Certification {Certification) action that is subject to
modification or revocation upon administrative or judicial review, including review and
amendment pursuant to § 13330 of the California Water Code and §3867 of the California
Code of Regulations.

2. This Certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any
discharge from any activity involving a hydroelectric facility requiring a Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the
pertinent Certification application was filed pursuant to § 3855(b) of the California Code of
Regulations, and the application specifically identified that a FERC license or amendment
to a FERC license for a hydroelectric facility was being sought. ‘

3. The validity of any non-denial Certification action shall be conditioned upon total payment
of the full fee required under § 3833 of the California Code of Regulations, unless
otherwise stated in writing by the certifying agency.

California Environmental Protection Agency

Q’E’, Recycled Paper



California Department of Transportation 2 2 March 2012
Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and
State Route 120 Project

4 This Certification is valid for the duration of the described project. This Certification is no
longer valid if the project (as currently described) is modified, or coverage under § 404 of
the Clean Water Act has expired.

5. All reports, notices, or other documents required by this Certification or requested by the
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) shall be
signed by a person described below or by a duly authorized representative of that person.

(a) For a corporation: by a responsible corporate officer such as (1) a president,
secretary, treasurer, or vice president of the corporation in charge of a principal
business function; (2) any other person who performs similar policy or decision-
making functions for the corporation; or (3} the manager of one or mare
manufacturing, production, or operating facilities if authority to sign documents has
been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate
procedures.

(b) For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a general partner or the proprietor.

(c) For a municipality, State, federal, or other public agency: by either a principal
executive officer or ranking elected official.

6. Any person signing a document under Standard Condition number 5 shall make the
following certification:

"| certify under-penalty of law-that this-document and.-all attachments. were prepared under
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based on my inquiry
of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for
gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, true, accurate, and complete. | am aware there are significant penalties for
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing
violations.”

ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL CERTIFICATION CONDITIONS:

In addition to the above standard conditions, the California Department of Transportation shall
satisfy the following:

1. The California Department of Transportation shall notify the Central Valley Water Board in
writing 7 days in advance of the start of any work within waters of the United States or
State. The notification should include the name of the project and the WDID number, and
should be sent to the Central Valley Water Board Contact indicated in this Certification.

2. Except for activities permitted by the United States Army Corps of Engineérs under
§ 404 of the Clean Water Act, soil, silt, or other organic materials shall not be placed where
such materials could pass into surface water or surface water drainage courses.

3. All areas disturbed by project activities shall be protected from washout or erosion.
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4. The California Department of Transportation shall maintain a copy of this Certification and
supporting documentation (Project Information Sheet) at the Project site during
construction for review by site personnel and agencies. All personnel {employees,
contractors, and subcontractors) performing work on the proposed project shall be
adequately informed and trained regarding the conditions of this Certification.

5. All temporarily affected areas will be restored to pre-construction contours and conditions
upon completion of construction activities,

6. The California Department of Transporiation shall perform surface water sampling:
1) when performing any in-water work; 2) in the event that project activities result in any
materials reaching surface waters; or 3} when any activities result in the creation of a
visible plume in surface waters. The monitoring requirements in Table 1 shall be
conducted upstream out of the influence of the project, and 300 feet downstream of the
work area. The sampling frequency may be modified for certain projects with written
permission from Central Valley Water Board staff.

Table 1:
Required
Type of Mini s li
Parameter Unit S?r}: e mn:rl;mu:]r:p no Analytical Test
P quency Method
E .
Turbidity NTU Grab'" very 4 hours during @
_ in-water work
L E 4h duri
Settleable Material mi/L Grap'" VETy 2 hours auring @
~in-water work
' . - Conti
Visible construction . Visual ontinuous —
@ | Observations . throughout the
related pollutants tnspections . .
construction period
oH® Stanc}ard Grab™ Eve.ry 4 hours during 2)
Units in-water work

" Grab sample shall not be collected at the same time each day to get a complete

representalion of varialions in the receiving wafer.
_ @ polivtants shall be analyzed using the analytical methods described in 40 CFR Part 136; where no

melhods are specified for a given poiluiant, method shall be approved by Central Valley Water Board
slaff. .

3 visible construction-refated poliutants inciude oil, grease, foam, fuel, petroleum products, and consiruction-related,
excavaied, organic or earthen materials.

“h pH water quality monitaring is required due to Ihe ocourrence of stale and federally listed species habitat within the
project area.

A surface water monitoring report shall be submitted to the Central Valiey Water Board
Contact indicated in this Certification within two weeks of initiation of sampling and every
two weeks thereafter. In reporting the monitoring data, the California Department of
Transportation shall arrange the data in tabular form so that the sampling locations, date,
constituents, and concentrations are readily discernible. The data shall be summarized in
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such a manner to illustrate clearly whether the project complies with Certification
requirements. The report shall include surface water sampling results and visual
observations, laboratory reports, chain of custody records, and calculations of the turbidity
increase in the receiving water applicable to the natural turbidity conditions specified in the
turbidity criteria below.

7. The Central Valley Water Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento
River and San Joaquin River, Fourth Edition, revised October 2011 (Basin Flan) that
designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality objectives, and contains
implementation programs and policies to achieve those objectives for all waters addressed
through the plan. Turbidity, settieable matter, and pH limits are based on water guality
objectives contained in the Basin Plan and required as part of this Certification.

8  Activities shall not cause turbidity increases in surface water to exceed:

(a) where natural turbidity is less than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTUs),
controliable factors shall not cause downstream turbidity to exceed 2 NTUs;

(b) where natural turbidity is between 1 and 5 NTUs, increases shall not
exceed 1 NTU, '

(c) where natural turbidity is between 5 and 50 NTUs, increases shall not exceed
20 percent;

~(d) where-natural turbidity-is-between .50 and. 100 NTUs, increases shall not exceed

10 NTUs; and

(e) where natural turbidity is greater than 100 NTUs, increases shall not exceed
10 percent.

Except that these limits will be eased during in-water working periods to aliow a turbidity
increase of 15 NTUs over background turbidity as measured in surface waters at the
downstream sampling location. In determining compliance with the above limits,
appropriate averaging periods may be applied provided that beneficial uses will be fully
protected. Averaging periods may only be assessed by prior approval of the Central Valley
Water Board staff. ‘

9. Activities shall not cause settleable matter to exceed 0.1 ml/L in surface waters as
measured in surface waters within 300 feet downstream of the project.

10. Activities shall not cause pH to be depressed below 8.5 nor raised above 8.5 in surface
water. Changes in normal ambient pi levels shall not exceed 0.5 in fresh waters with
designated COLD or WARM beneficial uses.

11. The discharge of petroleum products or other excavated materials to surface water is
‘prohibited. Activities shall not cause visible oil, grease, or foam in the work area or
downstream of the work area. The California Department of Transportation shall notify the
Central Valley Water Board immediately of any spill of petroleum products or other organic
or earthen materials.
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

18.

20.

21.

The California Depariment of Transportation shall notify the Central Valiey Water Board
immediately if the above criteria for turbidity, settleable matter, or pH are exceeded.

Activities shall not cause degradation of waters of the State.

This Certification does not allow permanent water transfer or removal of flow from the
receiving water. This Certification is invalid if any water is permanently transferred or
removed as a part of the project.

The California Department of Transportation shall comply with ali California Department of
Fish and Game requirements and recommendations, including, but not limited to, those
requirements and recommendations described in Streambed Alteration Agreement

No. 1600-2011-0184-R4.

The use of netting material {(e.g., monofilament-based erosion blankets) that could trap
aquatic dependent wildlife is prohibited within the project area.

Hydroseeding shall be performed with California native seed mix.
Construction will occur during periods of no flow and no precipitation.

Refueling of equipment with the floodplain or within 300 feet of the waterway is prohibited.
If some critical equipment must be refueled within 300 feet of the waterway, strict spill
prevention and countermeasures must be implemented to avoid spilis. Refueling areas
shall be provided with secondary containment including drip pans and/or placement or
absorbent material. No hazardous materials, pesticides, fueis, lubricanis, oils, hydraulic
fluids or other construction-related potentially hazardous substances should be stored
within a floodplain or within 300 feet of a water body. The California Department of
Transportation must perform frequent inspections of construction equipment prior to
utilizing it near surface waters to ensure leaks from the equipment are not occurring and
are not a threat to water quality.

Raw cement, concrete, or washing thereof, asphalt, drilling fluids, or lubricants, paint or
other coating material, oil, or other petroleum products, or any other substances which
could be hazardous to fish and wildlife resulting from or disturbed by project-related
activities, shall be prevented from contaminating the soil and/or entering waters of the
United States or waters of the State.

Concrete must completely be cured before coming into contact with waters of the United
States and/or waters of the State. Waters of the United States and/or waters of the State
that contacts wet concrete must be pumped out and disposed of at an appropriate ofi-site
commercial facility which is authorized to accept concrete wastes.
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22.

23.

24.

29.

26.

27.

28.

During construction, silt fencing, straw wattles, or other effective management practices
must be used along the construction zone to minimize soil or sediment along the
embankments from migrating into the waters of the United States and/or waters of the
State.

All areas temporarily disturbed during the removal, modification, or installation of a dike,
flume, or culvert shall be restored to pre-project conditions. '

All materials resulting from the replacement, extension, modification, removal, repair or
installation of a dike, flume or culvert must be removed from the site and disposed of

properly.

If unanticipated discharges to the waters of the State and/or waters of the United States
and/or soil occur, the California Department of Transportation shall notify the Central Valley
Water Board Contact indicated in this Certification in writing within 5 calendar days of
occurrence. Unanticipated discharges may include, but are not limited to, any construction
materials, hazardous materials, pesticides, fuels, lubricants, oils, hydraulic fluids, raw
cement, concrete, asphalt, paint or other coating material, or other construction-related
potentially hazardous substances.

The California Department of Transportation must obtain coverage under the NPDES

General-Permit for Storm Water Discharges.Associated with Construction and Land

Disturbance Activities Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ for discharges to surface waters
comprised of storm water associated with construction activity, including demoalition,
clearing, grading, and excavation, and other land disturbance activities of one or more
acres. -

The Conditions in this Certification are based on the information in the attached "Project
Information.” If the information in the attached Project Information Sheet is modified or the
project changes, this Certification is no longer valid until amended by the Central Valley
Water Board. '

in the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this Certification,
the violation or threatened violation shall be subject to any remedies, penalties, process, or
sanctions as provided for under state and federal law. The applicability of any state law
authorizing remedies, penalties, process, or sanctions for the violation or threatened
violation constitutes a limitation necessary to ensure compliance with this Certification.

(a) If the California Department of Transportation or a duly authorized representative of
the project fails or refuses to furnish technical or monitoring reports, as required
under this Certification, or falsifies any information provided in the monitoring
reports, the applicant is subject to civil liability, for each day of violation, and/or
criminal liability.
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(b) Inresponse to a suspected violation of any condition of this Certification, the Central

Valley Water Board may require the California Department of Transportation to
furnish, under penalty of perjury, any technical or menitoring reports the Central
Valley Water Board deems appropriate, provided that the burden, including cost of
the reports, shall be in reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the
benefits to be obtained from the reports.

The California Department of Transportation shall allow the staff(s) of the Central
Valley Water Board, or an authorized representative(s), upon the presentation of
credentials and other documents, as may be required by law, to enter the project
premises for inspection, including taking photographs and securing copies of
project-related records, for the purpose of assuring compliance with this Certification
and determining the ecological success of the project.

29. The California Department of Transportation shall provide a Notice of Completion (NOC)
no later than 30 days after the project completion. The NOC shall demonstrate that the
project has been carried out in accordance with the project’s description (and any
amendments approved). The NOC shall include a map of the project location(s), including
final boundaries of any in situ restoration area(s), if appropriate, and representative pre and
post construction photographs. Each photograph shall include a descriptive title, date
taken, photographic site, and photographic orientation.

ADDITIONALSTORM WATER QUALITY CO’ND.T!ONS:

The California Department of Transportation shall also satisfy the following additional storm
water quality conditions:

1. During the construction phase, the California Department of Transportation must employ
strategies to minimize erosion and the introduction of pollutants into storm water runoff.
These strategies must include the foliowing'

(a)
(b)

(c)

the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan prlor to any land disturbance or
construction wark;

implementing appropriate erosion and sediment control Best Management Practices
(BMPs} during all phases of land disturbance and construction work throughout the
year; and

ensuring that site BMPs are effective and result in the reduction or elimination of
pollutants in storm water discharges from construction activity to Best Available
Technology Economically Achievable/Best Conventional Poliutant Control
Technology standard.

2. The California Department of Transportation must minimize the short and long-term
impacts on receiving water quality from the Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and
State Route 120 Project by implementing the following post-construction storm water
management practices and as required by the local agency permitting the project, as
appropriate:

(a)

minimize the amount of impervious surface;
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)} reduce peak runoff flows;

) provide treatment BMPs to reduce pollutants in runoff;

) ensure existing waters of the State (e.g., wetlands, vernal pools, or creeks) are not

used as pollutant source controls and/or treatment controls;

(e) preserve and, where possible, create or restore areas that provide important water
quality benefits, such as riparian corridors, wetlands, and buffer zones;

(f) limit disturbances of natural water bodies and natural drainage systems caused by
development (including development of roads, highways, and bridges); and

(g) use existing drainage master plans or studies to estimate increases in poliutant

loads and flows resulting from projected future development and require

incorporation of structural and non-structural BMPs to mitigate the projected

pollutant load increases in surface water runoff.

CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BOARD CONTACT:

Genevieve Sparks, Environmental Scientist
11020 Sun Center Drive #200

Rancho Cordova, California 95670-6114
gsparks@waterboards.ca.gov

(916) 464-4745
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WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:

| hereby issue an Order certifying that any discharge from the California Department of
Transportation, Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and State Route 120 Project
(WDID#5B55CR00068) will comply with the applicable provisions of § 301 ("Effluent
Limitations"), § 302 ("Water Quality Related Effluent Limitations"), § 303 ("Water Quality
Standards and implementation Plans"), § 306 ("National Standards of Performance"), and

§ 307 ("Toxic and Pretreatment Effluent Standards") of the Clean Water Act.  This discharge is
also regulated under State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality Order

No. 2003-0017 DWQ "Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements For Dredged Or Fill
Discharges That Have Received State Water Quality Certification (General WDRs)".

Except insofar as may be madified by any preceding conditions, all Certification actions are
contingent on (a) the discharge being limited and all proposed mitigation being completed in
strict compliance with the California Department of Transportation's project description and the
attached Project Information Sheet, and (b) compliance with all applicable requirements of the
Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River, Fourth Edition,
revised October 2011.
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Pamela C. Creedon

Executive Officer

Enclosure: Project information

Attachments: Figure 1 — Project Location Map

cc. Distribution List, page 15
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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET
Application Date: 14 October 2011

Applicant: Ajaib Brar
California Department of Transportation
1976 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard
Stockton, CA 95201

Project Name: Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and State Route 120 Project
Application Number: WDID#5B55CR00068

Type of Project: Road Construction Pfoject

Timeframe of Project Implementation: 15 April through 15 October

Project Location: Section 14, Township 1 South, Range 13 East, MDB&M.
Latitude: 37°'30'00°N and Longitude: -120°30'00"W

County: Tuolumne County

Basin, Tuolumne River Hydrologic Unit #535.90, Fahr Creek HA
Water Body Type: Streambed

Designated Beneficial Uses: The Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and
San Joaquin River, Fourth Edition, revised October 2011 (Basin Plan) has designated
beneficial uses for surface and ground waters within the region. Beneficial uses that could be
impacted by the project include, but are not limited to: Municipal and Domestic Water Supply
(MUN); Agricultural Supply (AGR); Industrial Supply {IND), Hydropower Generation (POW),
Groundwater Recharge (GWR), Water Contact Recreation (REC-1); Non-Contact Water
Recreation (REC-2); Warm Freshwater Habitat (WARMY); Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD);
Preservation of Biological Habitats of Special Significance (BIOL); Rare, Threatened, or
Endangered Species (RARE); Migration of Aquatic Organisms (MIGR); Spawning,
Reproduction, and/or Early Development (SPWNY); and Wildlife Habitat (WILD). A
comprehensive and specific list of the Beneficial Uses applicable for the project area can be
found at http://www waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water issues/basin plans/index.shtml

303(d) List of Water Quality Limited Segments: The seasonal unnamed creek is the
receiving water for the Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and State Route 120 Project.
The project is not located within a water quality limited segment. The most recent list of
approved water quality limited segments can be found at:

http:/Awww. waterboards.ca.qov/water _issues/programs/tmdl/integrated2010.shtm!
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Project Description: The 1.6-acre Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and State Route
120 Project consists of the following project components:

(a) construction of a 1,150-foot fong, 12-foot wide acceleration lane along eastbound State
Route 120, with an B-foot shoulder;

(b) construction of a 600-foot lane taper along eastbound State Route 120;

{c) construction of a highside superelevation ditch along the new shoulder o direct water
runoff to an existing and natural run-off ditch;

(d) replacement of an existing asphait concrete dike on eastbound State Route 120 with an
in-kind dike, and existing 4-foot dike along westbound State Route 120 with a 8-foot
dike;

(e) widening of the shoulder along westbound State Route 120 to the standard 8-foot
aliowance by re-stripping to shift the lanes southward; :

() extensnon of the existing left turn pocket on westbound State Route 120 to 585 feet for
storage and taper,;

(g) replacement of a flume down drain approximately 260 feet west of the intersection
along westbound State Route 120; and

(h) replacement of an 18-inch diameter, 60-foot long corrugated metal pipe cross culvert
under La Grange Road, with a 24-inch diameter, 78-foot long reinforced concrete pipe
with flared end sections and rock slope protection at the outlet.

In-stream work will occur during no flows or precipitation. Construction staging areas will be
located in upland areas, not in or adjacent to any water body and/or wetland feature.

Temporary impacts to waters of the United States will result from in-stream work replacing the
culvert, or implementation of other project components as described in this Certification.
Permanent impacts to waters of the United States will result from the placement of a larger
diameter culvert with flared end sections, rock slope protection and/or slurry cement into the
waters of the United States.

The Acceleration Lane at La Grange and State Route 120 Project will result in 0.01 acre of
permanent impacts and 0.05 acre of temporary impacis to waters of the United States.

Preliminary Water Quality Concerns; Construction activities may impact surface waters with
increased turbidity, settleable matter, and pH.

Proposed Mitigation to Address Concerns: The California Department of Transportation

will implement Best Management Practices to control sedimentation and erosion. All
temporary affected areas will be restored to pre-construction contours and conditions upon
completion of construction activities. The California Department of Transportation will conduct -
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turbidity, settleable matter, and pH testing during in-water work, stopping work if the Basin
Plan criteria are exceeded or are observed.

Excavation/Fill Area: No native soil, rock or sediment will be removed from the waters of the
United States.

Approximately 17 cubic yards of rock slope protection and/or slurry cement will be placed into
0.01 acre of waters of the United States.

Dredge Volume: None
United States Army Corps of Engineers File Number: Non-Reporting
United States Army Corps of Engineers Permit Type: Nationwide Permit #14

California Department of Fish-and Game Streambed Alteration Agreement:
1600-2011-0184-R4

Possible Listed Species: Valley elderberry longhorn beetle

Status of CEQA Compliance: The California Department of Transportation approved the
Categorical Exemption on 7 July 2009 and filed a Notice of Exemption with the State
Clearinghouse on 30 January 2012; :

The Central Valley Water Board concurs that this project meets the Categorical Exemption,
under Title 14, Section 15301 of the California Code of Regulations, which exempts the
operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of an existing
public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features,
involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead
agency's determination.

Compensatory Mitigation: The Central Valley Water Board is not requesting compensatory
mitigation for the Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and State Route 120 Project.

Application Fee Provided: Total fees of $813.00 have been submitted to fhe Central Valley
Water Board as required by § 3833(b){(3)(A) and § 2200(a)(3) of the California Code of
Regulations.
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DISTRIBUTION LIST

Kathleen Dadey, Chief, California Delta Branch
United States Army Corp of Engineers
Sacramento District Office

Regulatory Division

- 13256 J Street, Suite 1350

Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

Laura Peterson-Diaz
Department of Fish and Game
1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, CA 83710

Bill Jennings

CA Sportfishing Protection Alliance
3536 Rainier Avenue

Stockton, CA 95204

(Electronic copy only} Bill Orme
Siate Water Resources Control Board
401 Certification and Wetlands Unit Chief

2 March 2012



Figure 1 Project Location Map
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Al State of California — The Natural Resources Agency EDMUND G. BROWN JR, Governbr o
'.,{é* DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME . Charlton H. Bonham, Director B2 %

a3 Y 1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, California 93710
(559) 243-4005
http://lwww.dfg.ca.gov

January 25, 2012

Ajaib Brar

California Department of Transportatlon
Caltrans District 10

1976 East Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard
Stockton, California 95205

Subject: Final Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement
Notification No. 1600-2011-0184-R4
Tributary to the Green Spring Run, Tuolumne County
SR 120 Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road Project
10-TUO-120 PM 8.0-8.5 EA 10-0P160

Dear Mr. Brar:

Enclosed is the final Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) for the SR 120
Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road Project (Project). Before the Department of Fish
and Game (Department) may issue an Agreement, it must comply with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In this case, the Department, acting as a
Responsible Agency, determined your Project is exempt from CEQA and filed a Notice
of Exemption (NOE) on the same date it signed the Agreement.

Under CEQA, filing an NOE starts a 35-day period within which a party may challenge
the filing agency’s approval of the Project. You may begin your Project before the
35-day period expires if you have obtained all necessary local, State, and Federal

permits or other authorizations. However, if you elect to do so, it will be at your own
rlsk

* If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Peterson-Diaz,
Environmental Scientist, at (559) 243-4014, extension 225, or Ipdiaz@dfg.ca.gov.

Enclosures

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1 870
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

REGION 4 - CENTRAL REGION | S | 8 CALIFORNIA

1234 East Shaw Avenue : BN | o oA RTMENT OF
‘ AME
Fresno, California 93710 ‘ . : FISH&G

STREAMBED ALTERATION AGREEMENT '
NOTIFICATION No. 1600-2011-0184-R4 :
Tributary to the Green Spring Run, Tuolumne County

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPQRTATION

- CALTRANS DisTRICT 10

Ajaib Brar
1976 East Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

-Stockton, Callfornla 95205

SR 120 ACCELERATION LANE AT LA GRANG'E_ROAD PROJECT

10-TUO-120 PM 8.0-8.5 EA 10-0P160

This Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between the

California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the California Department of

Transportation Caltrans District 10 (Permittee) as represented by Ajaib Brar actlng on

behalf of Permittee.

- RECITALS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Fish and Game Code (FGC) section 1602, Perm|ttee notified

DFG on October 13 2011 that Permlttee intends to complete the Project described -
herein.

WHEREAS, pursuant to FGC seetien 1603, DFG has determined that the Project could
substantially adversely affect existing fish or wildlife resources and has included
measures in the Agreement necessary to protect those resources.

WHEREAS, Permittee has reviewed the Agreement and accepts its terms and
condltlons including the measures to protect fish and wildlife resources.

NOW THEREFORE, Permittee agrees to complete the PrOJect in accordance with the
Agreement.

PROJECT LOCATION

The Project is located on La Grange just south of the intersection with State Route (SR)
120, where it crosses the unnamed tributary to Green Spring Run, in Tuolumne County,
California; Township 01 South, Range 13 East, Section 14, United States Geological
Survey (USGS) map Tuolumne, Mount Diablo meridian. :

Ver. 02/16/2010
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project is Ilmlted to:

Caltrans proposes to construct a 1 150—foot long by 12-foot wide aoceleratlon lane .

“with 8-foot shoulder on eastbound SR 120 with a 600 foot lane taper. This will -

require the addition of 20 feet of new pavement along the east bound lane. The
existing left turn pocket on westbound SR 120 will be increased to the: standard
8-foot width by re-striping to shift the lanes southward and will be extended to 585
feet for storage and taper.

A high-side super-elevation ditch would be constructed along the edge of the new
shoulder to direct water run-off to an existing natural channel.

The existing AC dike on the eastbound SR 120 will be replaced invkind.'

The 4-foot dike along westbound SR 120 will be replaced with a 6-foot dike

(Type A) to accommodate storm water runoff from existing and new pavement

An 18-inch Corrugated Metal Plpe (CMP) which runs under La Grange road will be
replaced with a 24-inch reinforced concrete pipe with flare-end sectlons and Rock
Slope Protectlon (RSP) will be placed at the outlet

Equipment to be used includes a backhoe, excavator, bulldozer, and bobcat.
Construction equipment will need to enter the water way, but water will not be
present when work is done in the channel so a water diversion is not anticipated.

The Project will require the removal of three oak trees under 24 inches in diameter
at breast height (DBH); however, all three trees are outside the riparian zone. The
Project will avoid impacts to elderberry bushes. '

- PROJECT IMPACTS

" This Agreement is intended to avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts to the fish

and wildlife resources that occupy the area of the Tributary to the Green Spring Run,
and the immediate adjacent riparian habitat. Absent implementation of the protective
measures required by this Agreement, the following species and habitat types could

B potentially be impacted within the area covered by this Agreement. Federal

endangered Valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus) as
well as birds, mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and plants that
comprise the local nparlan ecosystem.

MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES

1.

Administrative Measures
Permittee shall meet each administrative requwement described below.

Streambed Alieration Agreement
Notification #1600-2011-0184-R4
SR 120 Acceleration Lane
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1.1.

12,

1.3.

1.4,

1.5.

-1.6.

1.7.

1.8.

1.9.

Documentation at Project Site: Permittee shall make the Agreement, any

- extensions and amendments to the Agreement, and all related notification

materials and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents,
readily available at the Project site at all times and shall be presented to
DFG personnel or personnel from another State Federal, or local agency
upon request. -

Providing Agreement to Persons at Project Site: Permittee shall provide
copies of the Agreement and any extensions and amendments to the
Agreement to all persons who will be working on the Project at the Project

- . site on behalf of Permittee; including but not limited to contractors,
subcontractors inspectors, and monitors.

Notification of Conflicting Provisions: Permlttee shall notlfy DFG |f Permittee
determines or learns that a provision in the Agreement might conflict with a -

provision imposed on the Project by another local, State, or Federal agency.

In that event, DFG shall contact Permittee to resolve any conflict.

Project Site Entry: Permittee agrees that DFG perSonneI may enter the
Project site at any time to verify compliance with the Agreement.

"Legal Obligations: This Agreement does notl exempt the Permittee from

complying with all other appllcable local, State and Federal law, or other
legal obllgatlons .

Unauthorized “Take”:' This Agreement does not authorize the “take”
(defined in FGC Section 86 as to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or Kill; or
attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill) of State- or Federal-listed
threatened or endangered species. Any such “take” shall require separate

' | permittlng as may be required.

Water DlverSIon To the extent that the Prov1310ns of this Agreement ,
provide for the diversion of water, they are agreed to with the understandlng
that the Permittee possesses the legal right to so divert such water.

Trespass: To the extent that the Provisions of this Agreement provide for
activities that require the Permittee to trespass on another owner’s property,
they are agreed to with the understanding that the Permittee possesses the
legal right to so trespass.

Construction/Work Schedule: The Permittee shall submit a
construction/work schedule to DFG (Ipdiaz@dfg.ca.gov with reference to
Agreement 1600-2011-0184-R4) prior to beginning any activities covered by
this Agreement. The Permittee shall also notify DFG upon the completlon of
the activities covered by this Agreement. '

Streambed Alteration Agreement’
Notification #1600-2011-0184-R4
. SR 120 Acceleration Lane
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1.10.

Training: Prior to starting any activity within the stream, all employees,
contractors, and visitors who will be present during Project activities shall

‘have received training from a qualified individual on the contents of this
- Agreement, the resources at stake, and the legal consequences of

non-compliance. A training sign-in sheet for the employees and
contractors shall be provided to DFG and shall mclude the date of the
training and who gave the training.

Avoidance and Minimization Measures
To avoid or minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources |dent|f|ed
above, Permittee shall implement each measure listed below.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

Construction/Work Hours: All non-emergency work activities dljring the
construction phase will-be confined to daylight hours.

Flagging/Fencing: Prior to any activity within the stream, the Permittee shall
identify the limits of the required access routes and encroachment into the
stream. These “work area” limits shall be identified with brightly colored
flagging/fencing. Work completed under this Agreement shall be limited to
this defined area only. Flagging/fencing shall be maintained in good repair
for the duration of the Project. All areas beyond the identified work area
limits shall be considered Envrronmentally SenSItlve Areas (ESA) and shall
not be disturbed.

Listed Species: This Agreement does not allow for the “take,” or “incidental
take,” of any State- or Federal-listed threatened or endangered species.

2.3.1. The Permittee affirms that no "take" of listed species will occur as a
result of this Project and will take prudent measures to ensure that
all “take” is avoided. The Permittee acknowledges that they fully
understand that they do not have “incidental take” authority. If any
State- or Federal-listed threatened or endangered species occur
within the proposed work area or could be impacted by the work
proposed, and thus "taken" as a result of Project activities, the
Permittee is responsible for obtaining and complying with required
State and Federal threatened and endangered species permits or
other written authorization before proceeding with this Project.

2.3.2. Liability for any ;‘take,” or “incidental take,” of such listed species

remains the separate responsibility of the Permittee for the duration
of the Project.

2.3.3. The Permittee shall immediately (the same day) notify DFG of the
discovery of any such rare, threatened, or endangered species
prior to and/or during construction. :

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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2.4

2.5.
O
9,

2.6.

Valle\} elderberry Ionqho_rh beetle (VELB) Specific Measures:

2.41.

Elderberry bushes near the PrOJect shall be completely avoided.

Fish and Wildlife: If any fish or wildlife is encountered during the course of

~ construction, said fish and wildlife shall be allowed to leave the construction

area unharmed _

2.5.1.

2.5.2.

An approved biologist shall perform general wildlife surveys of
the Project area (including access routes and storage areas) prior
to Project construction start with particular attention to evidence of -
the presence of the species listed above and shall report any
possible adverse affect to fish and wildlife resources not originally
reported. If the survey shows presence of any wildlife species
which could be impacted, Caltrans shall contact DFG and
mitigation, specific to each incident, shall be developed. If any
State- or Federal-listed threatened or endangered species are
found within the proposed work area or could be impacted by the
work proposed, a new Agreement and/or a 2081(b) State Incidental
Take Permit may be necessary and a new CEQA analysis may
need to be conducted, before work can begin.

To protect-nesting blrds, no construction shall be completed from

February 15 through August 31 unless the following avian surveys

are completed by a qualified biologist:

e Raptors: Survey for nesting activity of raptors within a
0.25-mile radius of the construction site. Surveys shall be
conducted at appropriate nesting times and concentrate on
trees with the potential to support raptor nests. If any active
nests are observed, these nests and nest trees shall be
designated an ESA and protected (while occupied) with a
minimum 500-foot buffer during Project-construction unless
otherwise agreed upon and approved in writing by DFG.

e  Other Avian Species: Survey riparian areas for nesting activity
within a 0.25-mile radius of the defined work area two (2) to
three (3) weeks before construction begins. If any nesting
activity is found, these nests and nest trees shall be
designated an ESA and protected (while occupied) with a
minimum 250-foot buffer during Project construction unless
otherwise agreed upon and approved in writing by DFG.

Vegetation: The disturbance or removal of vegetation shall hot'exceed the

minimum necessary to complete operations and shall only occur within the
defined work area. Precautions shall be taken to avoid other damage to
vegetation by people or equipment. Vegetation or material removed from

Streambed Alteration Agreement
Notification #1600-2011-0184-R4
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28,
o
2.9

@,

the riparian area shall not be stOckpiIed‘ in the stréambed'or on its banks
without measures to ensure its stabmty, preventlng accidental dlscharge into
the stream. :

2.6.1. - As a result of planned construction activities for this Project, three
blue oak (Quercus douglasii) outside the riparian zone will be
removed. Native riparian trees and shrubs with a DBH of four (4)
inches or greater that are damaged or removed shall be replaced
by replanting like species at a 3:1 ratio (replaced to lost). Mitigation
for heritage trees 24 inches or greater shall require replanting of
like species at a 10:1 ratio. (See Revegetatlon under
Compensation below.)

Vehicles and Equipment; 'Any equipment or vehicles driven and/or operated
within or adjacent to the stream shall be checked and maintained daily to
prevent leaks of materials that, if introduced to water, could be deleterious

to aquatic and terrestrial life.

2.7.1. Construction vehicle access to the stream’s banks and bed shall be
limited to periods when the channel is dry and to predetermined
ingress and egress corridors on existing roads. All other areas .
adjacent to the work site shall be considered an ESA and shall
remain off-limits to construction equipment. Vehicle corridors and
the ESA shall be identified by the Permittee’s reS|dent englneer in
consultation with the DFG representatlve

Pollution: The Permittee and all contractors. shall be subject to the water
pollution regulations found in the FGC sections 5650 and 12015

2.8.1. Raw cement, concrete or washlngs,thereof, asphalt, drllllng fluids or .

lubricants, paint or other coating material, oil or other petroleum
products, or any other substances which could be hazardous to fish
or wildiife resulting from or disturbed by Project-related activities,
shall be prevented from contaminating the soil and/or entering the
“Waters of the State.”

2.8.2. All Project-generated debris, buildihg materials, and rubbish shall
be removed from the stream and from areas where such materials
could be washed into the stream. :

2.8.3. In.the event that a spill occurs, all Project activities shall
immediately cease until cleanup of the spilled materials is
completed. DFG shall be notified immediately by the Permittee of
any spills and shall be consulted regarding cleanup procedures.

Staging and storage areas: Staging and storage areas for equipment,

" materials, fuels, lubricants, and solvents shall be located outside of the

Streambed Alteration Agreement
Notification #1600-2011-0184-R4
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2.10.

2.11.
O

212

2.13.

O .

2.14.

stream channel and banks, and on previously disturbed ground. Stationary
equipment such as motors, pumps, generators, compressors and welders,
located within or adjacent to the stream, shall be positioned over drip-pans.

 Vehicles shall be moved away from the stream prror to refueling and

Iubncahon

‘ Structures: The Permittee shall confirm that all structures are desighed

(i.e., size and alignment), constructed, and maintained such that they shall

" not cause long-term changes in water flows that adversely modify the

existing upstream or downstream stream bed/bank contours or mcrease
sediment deposition or cause significant new erosion.

Fill: Rock, gravel, and/or other materials shall not be |mported intoor

. moved within the stream, except as otherwise addressed in this Agreement.

Only on-site materials and clean imported fill shall be used to complete the
Project. Fill shall be limited to the minimal amount necessary to accomplish
the agreed activities. Excess and temporary fill material shall be moved
off-S|te at Project completlon .

Spoil: Spoil storage srtes shall not be located within the stream, where spoil.
will be washed into the stream, or where it will cover aquatic or riparian
vegetation. Rock, gravel, and/or other materials shall not be imported into
or moved within the bed or banks of the stream, except as otherwise
addressed in this Agreement

Erosion: No work within the banks of the stream will be conducted»during or

- immediately following large rainfall events, or when there is water flowing

within the channel. All disturbed soils within the Project site shall be
stabilized to reduce erosion potential, both during and following
construction. Temporary erosion control devices, such as straw bales, silt
fencing, and sand bags, may be used as appropriate to prevent siltation of
the stream. Any installation of non-erodible materials not described in the
original Project description shall be coordinated with DFG. Coordination
may include the negotlatlon of additional Agreement Provisions for this

-activity. -

Turbidity: Turbid water shall not be discharged into the stream, or created
within the stream. The Permittee’s ability to minimize siltation shall be the
subject of preconstruction planning and feature implementation.
Precautions to minimize siltation may require that the work site be isolated
so that silt or other deleterious materials are not allowed to pass to
downstream reaches. The placement of any structure or materials in the
stream for this purpose, not included in the original Project description, shall
be coordinated with DFG. If it is determined that silt levels resulting from
Project-related activities constitute a threat to aquatic life, activities
associated with the siltation shall be halted until effective DFG-approved
control devices are installed, or abatement procedures are initiated.

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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2.15. Restoration: Excess matérial must be removed from the Projec_t site,

pursuant to Department of Transportation Standard Specifications ,
Section 7-1.13. All disturbed soils and new fill, including recontoured slopes
and all other cleared areas, shall be revegetated with riparian vegetation or
other plants, as appropriate to prevent erosion. If the Project causes any
exposed slopes or exposed areas on the stream banks, these areas shall
be seeded with a blend of a minimum of three (3) locally native grass
species and covered with a protective layer of weed-free straw or muich.
One (1) or two (2) sterile non-native perennial grass species may be added
to the seed mix provided that amount does not exceed 25 percent of the
total seed mix by count. Locally native wildflower and/or shrub seeds may
also be included in the seed mix. The seeding shall be completed as soon
as possible, but no later than November 15 of the year construction ends. A

seed mixture shall be submitted to DFG for approval prior to application. .

At the discretion of DFG, all exposed areas where seeding is considered
unsuccessful after 90 days shall receive appropriate soil preparation and a
second application of seeding, straw, or mulch as soon as |s practical on a

date mutually agreed upon.

Compensatory Measures

To compensate for adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources identified above -
that cannot be avoided or minimized, Permlttee shall implement each measure
listed below.

3.1.

Revegetation: As indicated in the notification, three blue oak (Quercus
douglasii) less than 24-inches DBH will be removed from the Project area; -
however, they are located.outside the riparian zone. If any native. riparian
trees or shrubs greater than four (4) inches DBH is/are accidentally
damaged or removed from the Project area due to unplanned construction
activities, the Permittee therefore shall develop a Revegetation Plan for the
site and submit it to DFG for approval prior to commencement of the

proposed work. All Plans shall specifically address what, where, when and '

how replacement shrubs and trees will be planted.

3.1.1. What species and the number of trees both removed and to be
planted should be identified. Native riparian trees and shrubs
(e.g., cottonwood, willow, sycamore, valley oak, etc.) between four
~ (4) to 25-inches DBH shall be replaced in-kind at a ratio of 3:1, and
trees greater than 25-inches DBH shall be replaced at a ratio of
10:1.

3.1.2. Where should be on-site whenever possible.

3.1.3.  When should be the first su1tab|e season after constructlon is
¥ complete.

- 3.1.4. How should include layout, monitoring, and maintenance to ensure

a minimum of 70:percent survival for the plantings after five (5)
years.

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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‘Monitoring and Reportlng Measures
~Permittee shall meet each reporting and monltorlng reqwrement described below.

4.1. Monitoring Obllqatlons of the Permlttee

4.1.1.

4.1.2.

The Permittee shall have primary responSIblllty for monitoring
compliance with all protective measures included as “Measures” i

‘this Agreement. Protective measures must be implemented W|th|n

the time periods-indicated in the Agreement. DFG shall be notified
immediately if monitoring reveals that any of the protective
measures were not implemented during the period indicated in this
program, or if it anticipates that measures will not be |mpIemented
within the tlme period specn‘led

The Permittee (or the Permittee’s designee) shall ensure-the
implementation of the Measures of the Agreement, and shall
monitor the effectiveness of these Measures. DFG shall be notified
immediately if any of the protective measures are not providing the
level of protection that is appropriate for the impact that is '
occurring, and recommendations, if any, for alternatlve protective
measures. :

4.2." Reporting Obliqations of the Permittee:

4.2.1.

4.2.2.

The Permlttee shall submit the following Reports descrlbed in the
Measures above to DFG: '

. AConstruction/work schedule (Measure 1.9).

. Employees and contractors training sign-in sheet
(Measure1 10)

e ' Results of general wildlife surveys (Measure 2.5. 1)

o Results of avian surveys if constructlon is scheduled during
' the nesting season (Measure 2.5.2).

o The seed mixture to be used post PI’OjeCt for erosion control

(Measure 2. 15)
. If required, a R‘evegetation Plan (Measure 3.1).

A Final Project Report shall be submitted to DFG within 30 days
after the Project is completed. The final report shall summarize the
Project construction, including any problems relating to the
protective measures of this Agreement and how the problems were

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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resolved. “Before and after” photo documentation of the Project
site shall be included. ' '

’ VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE:

DFG may verify compliance with protective measures to ensure the accuracy of
Caltrans’ monitoring and reporting efforts at any point in time it is deemed necessary.
DFG may, at its sole discretion, review relevant Project documents maintained by the
Permittee, interview Permittee employees and agents, inspect the Project area, and

take other actions to assess compliance with or effectiveness of protective measures for
the Pro;ect

CONTACT INFORMATION

.<Any communication that Permittee or DFG submits to the other shall be in writing and

any communication or documentation shall be delivered to the address below by United
States mail, fax, or e-mail, or to such other address as Permittee or DFG specifies by
written notice to the other. ' :

To Permittee:

California Department of Transportatlon (Caltrans)
District 6

Kriti Uppal

1976 East Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard
Stockton, California 95205

(209) 932-23-71

Fax: (209) 948-7782

kriti_uppal@dot.ca.gov

To DFG:

Department of Fish and Game
Region 4 - Central Region
1234 East Shaw Avenue
- Fresno, California 93710 :
Attn: Lake and Streambed Alteration Program — Laura Peterson-Diaz .
Notification No. 1600-2011-0184-R4
Phone: (559) 243-4017,-extension 225
Fax: (559) 243-4020
Ipdiaz@dfg.ca.gov

LIABILITY

Permittee shall be solely liable for any violations of the Agreement, whether commltted
by Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee, including its officers,

Streambed Alteration Agreement
Notification #1600-2011-0184-R4
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employees, representatives, agents or contractors and subcontractors, to complete the
Project or any activity related to it that the Agreement authorizes.

This Agreement does not constitute DFG's endorsement of, or require Permittee to
proceed with the Project. The decision to proceed with the Project is Permittee’s alone.

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION

DFG may suspend or revoke in its entirety the Agreement if it determines that Permittee
or any person acting on behalf of Permittee, including its officers, employees, '

-representatives, agents, or contractors and subcontractors, is not in compliance with the.

Agreement.

Before DFG suspends or revokes the Agreement, it shall provide Permittee wﬁtten
notice. by certified or registered mail that it intends to suspend or revoke. The notice

- shall state the reason(s) for the proposed suspension or revocation, provide Permittee

an opportunity to correct any deficiency before DFG suspends or revokes the
Agreement, and include instructions to Permittee, if necessary, including but not limited
to a directive to immediately cease the specific activity or activities that caused DFG to
issue the notice. '

ENFQRCEMENT

Nothing in the Agreement precludes DFG from pursuing an enforcement action against
Permittee instead of, or in addition to, suspending or revoking the Agreement.

Nothing in the Agreement limits or otherwnse affects DFG's enforcement authority or that
of its-enforcement personnel.

. OTHER LEGAL OBLIGATIONS

This Agreement does not relieve Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee,
including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, from obtaining any other permits or authorizations that might be
required under other.Federal, State, or local laws or regulations before beginning the
Project or an activity related to it.

This Agreement does not relieve Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee,
including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, from complying with other applicable statutes in the FGC including,

but not limited to, FGC sections 2050 et seq. (threatened and endangered species),
3503 (bird nests and eggs), 3503.5 (birds of prey), 5650 (water pollution), 5652 (refuse
disposal into water), 5901 (fish passage), 5937 (suff|0|ent water for fish), and

5948 (obstruction of stream).

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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Nothing in the Agreement authorizes Permittee or any person acting on behalf of
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, to trespass. _

AMENDMENT |

DFG may amend the Agreement at any time during its term if DFG determines the
amendment is necessary to protect an existing fish or wildlife resource.

- Permittee may amend the Agreement at any time during its term, provided the

amendment is mutually agreed to in writing by DFG and Permittee. To request an
amendment, Permittee shall submit to DFG a completed DFG “Request to Amend Lake
or Streambed Alteration” form and include with the compieted form payment of the
corresponding amendment fee identified in DFG’s current fee schedule (see Cal. Code
Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5).

TRANSFER AND ASSIGNMENT

- This Agreement may not be transferred or assigned to another entity, and any purported

transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall not be valid or effective,
unless the transfer or assignment is requested by Permittee in writing, as specified
below, and thereafter. DFG approves the transfer or assrgnment in writing.

'The transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entlty shall constitute a minor
- amendment, and therefore to request a transfer or assignment, Permittee shall submit

to DFG a completed DFG “Request to Amend Lake or Streambed Alteration” form and

- include with the completed form payment of the minor amendment fee ldentlfled in

DFG’s current fee schedule (see Cal. Code Regs tit. 14, § 699.5).
EXTENSIONS

In accordance with FGC section 1605(b), Permittee may'reque}st one extension of the

- Agreement, provided the request is made prior to the expiration of the Agreement’s

term. To request an extension, Permittee shall submit to DFG a completed DFG
“Request to Extend Lake or Streambed Alteration” form and include with the completed
form payment of the extension fee identified in DFG’s current fee schedule (see Cal.
Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). DFG shall process the extension request in accordance
with FGC 1605(b) through (e).

If Permittee fails to submit a request to extend the Agreement prior to its expiration,

Permittee must submit a new notification and notification fee before beginning or
continuing the Project the Agreement covers (Fish & G. Code, § 1605, subd. (f)).

EFFECTIVE DATE

The Agreement becomes effective on the date of DFG’s signature, which shall be:
1) after Permittee’s ‘signature; 2) after DFG complies with all applicable requirements

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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under'CEQA; and 3) after payment of the applicable FGC section.711.4 filing fee listed
at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/cegal/cega_changes.html. :

" TERM

This Agreement shall remain in effect for five (5) years beginning on the date signed by |
DFEG, unless it is terminated or extended before then. All provisions in the Agreement
shall remain in force throughout its term. Permittee shall remain responsible for

‘implementing any provisions specified herein to protect fish and wildlife resources after

the Agreement expires or is terminated, as FGC section 1605(a)(2) requires.

CEQA COMPLIANCE

In approving this Agreement, DFG is independently required to assess the applicability
of CEQA. The features of this Agreement shall be considered as part of the overall
Project description. The Permittee’s concurrence signature on this Agreement serves
as confirmation to DFG that the activities that shall be conducted under the terms of this
Agreement are consistent with the Project described in Notification No. 2011-0184-R4.
Permittee, as CEQA Lead Agency, signed a Class 1 Categorical Exemption on

July 2, 2009. DFG, as a CEQA Responsible Agency, shall submit a Notice of
Exemption to the State Clearinghouse upon signing this Agreement. DFG’s
concurrence with Permittee’s CEQA Determination is based upon the Permittee’s
commitment to full implementation of the Measures of this Agreement. -

EXHIBITS

The document(s) listed below is included as an exhibit to the Agreement and
mcorporated herein by reference.

A. Figure 1. Project Location USGS Quad Map.

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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AUTHORITY

If the person signing the Agreement (signatory) is doing so as a representative of

Permittee, the signatory hereby-acknowledges that he or she is doing so on Permittee’s
behalf and represents and warrants that he or she has the authorlty to legally bind
Permittee to the prowsmns hereln

..AUTHORIZATION -

This Agreement authorizes only the Project described herein. If Permittee begins or -
completes a Project different from the Project the Agreement authorizes, Permittee may

~ be subject to civil or criminal prosecution for failing to notify DFG in accordance with

FGC section 1602.

CONCURRENCE

. The under3|gned accepts and agrees to comply with all prowswns contalned hereln

FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

W \pmswv/ | w.ég./& :

Ajaib Brar ;gé/ | B . Date
Project Manager ,

FOR DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

_ N . ' .
Jeﬁrey\ﬁxﬁﬁngdeb, Ph.D. | o Date

Regional Manager

Prepared by: Laura Petersoﬁ—Diaz :
‘Environmental Scientist

Streambed Alteration Agreement
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Nationwide Permit Information

Project Information

District No: 10 Project Title: Acceleration Lane at La
Grange Rd. and SR 120

County: Tuolumne Project EA: 10-0P160

Route: 120 Post Miles: 8.1

Project Manager: Ajaib Brar Phone No.: (209) 948-7990
Project Biologist/Contact: Kriti Uppal Phone No.: (209) 932-2371
7.5-Minute Quadrangle Name: Keystone Water body/Watershed: Seasonal

Unnamed creek
Latitude/Longitude: 120°30”°00°/37°45700°

Nationwide Permit requested: #14 (Linear Transportation Projects)

Project Description:

This project proposes to construct an 1150-foot acceleration lane with shoulder on EB
SR-120 and a 600-foot lane taper. There is concern about the amount of truck traffic
making right turn from La Grange Road and merging into the SR-120. At this location,
EB SR-120 has an uphill grade of 4.48% which makes it difficult for truck traffic to
accelerate and merge onto the highway. By constructing the acceleration lane, the project
will improve traffic safety and traffic operations

The roadway widening of SR-120 will occur along the eastbound shoulder area where an
estimated 20 feet (12-foot lane, 8-foot shoulder) of new pavement will be added. Along
the eastbound lane, a high-side superelevation ditch would be constructed along the edge
of the new shoulder to direct water run-off to an existing and natural run-off ditch. The
existing AC dike on EB SR-120 will be replaced in kind. The shoulder width along WB
SR-120 will be increased to the standard 8-foot by re-stripping to shift the lanes
southward. The existing left turn pocket on WB SR-120 will be extended to 585 feet for
storage and taper. The 4’ dike along WB SR-120 will be replaced with a 6° dike (Type A)
to accommodate stormwater runoff from existing and new pavement. A flume downdrain
about 260 feet west of the intersection along WB SR-120 will be replaced as well. The
project will also include replacement of an 18-inch corrugated metal pipe cross-culvert,
which runs under La Grange Road. It would be replaced with a 24-inch reinforced
concrete pipe with flared-end sections, and rock slope protection at the outlet. The
corners of the intersection will be widened to accommodate for STAA truck turn radius.



Lead Federal Agency

Caltrans (under NEPA Delegation)

Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA)

The above activities will have no effect to any federally listed threatened or endangered
species. No critical habitat will be affected.

Permit Being Requested (check one that applies)

___ Reporting Nationwide Permit (NWP) ~ X Non-Reporting NWP#14

Corps Authority Information

Section 404:

A section 404 permit is required from the ACOE when a project requires fill or other
modification of waters of the U.S., wetlands and other waters of the U.S. are regulated
under section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act.

The project proposes to replace the existing culvert on an unnamed creek which is
connected to a Stanislaus River and is under the jurisdiction of ACOE as “Waters of the
United States™ (U.S.).

The proposed project qualifies for a Nationwide Permit #14 (Linear Transportation
Projects).

Minimal Impact Criteria

The project will result in minimal impact to the aquatic environment. The contractor
must take steps to eliminate potential impacts as directed in Caltrans’ Standard
Specifications. The contractor is also required by the same Standard Specifications
section to give the Resident Engineer in charge of construction a written Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan and a Water Pollution Control Plan. The project will result in
0.050 acres of temporary discharge/fill and 0.013 acres of temporary discharge/fill as a
result of extension of culvert at an unnamed creek. This project has been designed to
avoid and minimize adverse effects to waters of the U.S. to the maximum extent
practicable.
1- The contractor shall at all times adhere to Caltrans’ Standard BMPs to ensure
minimal to no impact to water quality.
2- No work will be conducted outside the project limits.
3- All culvert extension related work will be conducted in the dry season (April -
September)



Permit Compliance Information

Compliance with Nationwide General Conditions:

1.

Navigation: There are no navigable waterways within the project study area that
will be affected by construction activities. There will be no effects on navigation.
Proper Maintenance: The maintenance of the roadway will be the responsibility of

Caltrans.

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Controls: Caltrans’ standard erosion controls will
be utilized to prevent soil erosion and prevent sedimentation.

Aquatic Life Movements: No disruption of aquatic life movement will take place
as a result of this project. Near normal downstream flows will be maintained to
the greatest extent possible. All work associated with construction activities will
take place during low-flow conditions and/ or dry season.

Equipment: Minimization measures will be taken to avoid soil disturbance in
wetland areas. Such minimization measures will include avoidance of operation
of heavy equipment when soils are saturated. Environmentally Sensitive Areas
(ESAs) will be established around and near wetlands when construction is taking
place.

Regional and Case-by-Case Conditions: Any regional or case specific conditions
added by the ACOE or the RWQCB in its 401 Certification will be complied
with. The proposed project does not occur within the vicinity or manner of any
Regional Conditions outlined by the ACOE.

Wild and Scenic Rivers: There are no wild and scenic rivers within the project
area.

Tribal Rights: There are no tribal rights issues within the project area.

Water Quality: A 401-certification package has been completed and will be
submitted to the State Regional Water Quality Control Board.

Coastal Zone Management: Does not apply to this project.

Endangered Species: No threatened or endangered species will be impacted as a
result of this project. Minimization measures to protect threatened and endangered

species will be implemented during construction activities.



17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

23.

25.

Historic Properties: There are no historic properties listed, or eligible for listing,

in the National Register of Historic Places within the project area.

. Notification: A Preconstruction Notification (PCN) is not required for NWP #14

as the loss of waters of the United States does not exceed 1/10 of an acre and
there is no discharge in aquatic site including wetlands.
Use of Multiple Nationwide Permits: Caltrans is only applying for a NWP # 14

for this project.

. Water Supply Intakes: There will be no discharge of dredged or fill material in the

proximity of a public water supply intake.

Shellfish Beds: There are no areas of concentrated shellfish production within the
project study area.

Suitable Material: Fill will meet suitable material standards and will be free from
toxic pollutants. Fill will be limited to the minimal amount necessary to
accomplish the project.

Mitigation: This project has been designed to avoid and minimize adverse effects
to waters of the US and wetlands to the maximum extent practicable within the
project study area.

Spawning Areas: There are no spawning areas within the project area.
Management of Water Flows: The project is designed to maintain pre-
construction downstream flow conditions. The project will not permanently
restrict or impede the passage of normal or expected high water flows.

Adverse Effects from Impoundments: Impoundments will not be included in
construction activities. Adverse effects will not result from impoundments.
Waterfowl Breeding Areas: There are not designated waterfowl breeding areas
within or adjacent to the project study area.

Removal of Temporary Fills: The temporary fill used in this project will be

removed and the fill area will be returned to pre-existing elevation and contour.

24. Designated Critical Waters: There are no designated critical resource waters

within the project area.
Fills within 100-Year Floodplains: As defined in 23 CFR Section 650.105(q), the

project does not constitute a significant floodplain encroachment.



Nationwide Permit Requested

Nationwide Permit #14: NWP #14 is required for activities required for the construction,
expansion, modification, or improvement of linear transportation projects (e.g. roads,
highways, railways, trails, airport runways, and taxiways) crossings in waters of the U.S.,
including wetlands. For linear transportation projects in non-tidal waters, the discharge
cannot cause the loss of greater than 2 acre of the waters of the United States.

Project Impact Information [Area Affected (acres)]

Wetlands (permanent): 0.0
Wetlands (temporary): 0.0
Waters of the U.S. (permanent): 0.013
Waters of the U.S. (temporary): 0.050

Project Mitigation Information
No mitigation is being proposed.
Avoidance and minimization Measures include:

This project has been designed to avoid and minimize adverse effects to waters of the
U.S. to the maximum extent practicable at the project site.

The following avoidance and minimization measures would be followed to protect the
natural resources:

1- Prior to the start of construction, the project site would be clearly flagged or fenced so
that the contractor would be aware of the limits of allowable site access and
disturbance.

2- All equipment staging areas would be cleared by qualified biologist.

3- The contractor shall at all times adhere to Caltrans’ Standard BMPs to ensure
minimal to no impact to water quality.

4- During construction, erosion control measures would be implemented.

5- Should the project description and design change, the project should be re-evaluated
for biological resources.

6- The project would be constructed during the dry season (April - September) to avoid
impacts to other WOUS through construction activities such as spills and rain water

runoff.
Prepared by: «
'S
U
Kriti Uppal, Biologist Date: ]C'I )'Sl I

Central California Biology Branch
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Ajail{fBrar, Project Manager Date
Program Project Management

Attachments

1: 1602 (Streambed Alteration Agreement)
2: 401 (Water Quality)

3: Project Plans

4: NES (MI)

5: Copy of CE/CE



APPLICATION FOR D(I;;’él;ﬁl\;lesl;JT OF ARMY PERMIT OMB APPROVAL NO. 0710-003

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 hours per response, including the time for reviewing
instruction, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Service Directorate of Information Operations and Reports, 1215
Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington VA 22202-4302; and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project
(0710-003), Washington, DC 20503. Please DO NOT RETURN your form to either of those addresses. Completed applications must be
submitted to the District Engineer having jurisdiction over the location of the proposed activity.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

Authority: 33 USC 401, Section 10; 1413, Section 404. Principal Purpose: These laws require permits authorizing activities in, or affecting,
navigable waters of the United States; the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, and the transportation of
dredged material for the purpose of dumping it into ocean waters. Routine uses: Information provided on this form will be used in evaluating
the application for a permit. Disclosure: Disclosure of requested information is voluntary. If information is not provided, however, the permit
application cannot be processed nor can a permit be issued.

One set of original drawings or good reproducible copies which show the location and character of the proposed activity must be attached to
this application (see sample drawings and instructions) and be submitted to the District Engineer having jurisdiction over the proposed activity.
An application that is not completed in full will be returned.

(ITEMS 1 THRU 4 TO BE FILLED BY THE CORPS)

1. APPLICATION NO. 2. FIELD OFFICE CODE 3. DATE RECEIVED 4. DATE APPLICATION COMPLETED

(ITEMS BELOW TO BE FILLED BY APPLICANT)

5. APPLICANT'S NAME
8. AUTHORIZED AGENT'S NAME & TITLE (an agent is not required)

Ajaib Brar, Project Manager, Caltrans

6. APPLICANT'S ADDRESS

1976 E. Dr. MLK JR. Blvd. Stockton, CA, 95205

9. AGENT'S ADDRESS

7. APPLICANT'S PHONE NUMBERS WITH AREA CODE
10. AGENT'S PHONE NUMBERS WITH AREA CODE
a. Residence

b. Business (209) 948-7990 a. Residence
b. Business
1. STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION
| hereby authorize to act in my behalf as my agent in the processing of this application and to furnish, upon request, supplemental

information in support of this permit application

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE

NAME, LOCATION, AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY

12. PROJECT NAME OR TITLE (see instructions)

Acceleration Lane at La Grange Road and State Route 120

13. NAME THE WATERBODY, IF KNOWN (if applicable)
14. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (if applicable)

Unnamed seasonal creek , tributary to Stanislaus River o
The proposed project is located on SR 120

15. LOCATION OF PROJECT in Tuolumne County at La Grange Road.

COUNTY Tuolumne STATE CA

18. NATURE OF ACTIVITY (Description of project, include all features)




This project proposes to construct an 1150-foot acceleration lane with shoulder on EB SR-120 and a 600-foot lane
taper. There is concern about the amount of truck traffic making right turn from La Grange Road and merging into
the SR-120. At this location, EB SR-120 has an uphill grade of 4.48% which makes it difficult for truck traffic to
accelerate and merge onto the highway. By constructing the acceleration lane, the project will improve traffic
safety and traffic operations

The roadway widening of SR-120 will occur along the eastbound shoulder area where an estimated 20 feet (12-
foot lane, 8-foot shoulder) of new pavement will be added. Along the eastbound lane, a high-side superelevation
ditch would be constructed along the edge of the new shoulder to direct water run-off to an existing and natural
run-off ditch. The existing AC dike on EB SR-120 will be replaced in kind. The shoulder width along WB SR-120
will be increased to the standard 8-foot by re-stripping to shift the lanes southward. The existing left turn pocket
on WB SR-120 will be extended to 585 feet for storage and taper. The 4° dike along WB SR-120 will be replaced
with a 6 dike (Type A) to accommodate stormwater runoff from existing and new pavement. A flume downdrain
about 260 feet west of the intersection along WB SR-120 will be replaced as well. The project will also include
replacement of an 18-inch corrugated metal pipe cross-culvert, which runs under La Grange Road. It would be
replaced with a 24-inch reinforced concrete pipe with flared-end sections, and rock slope protection at the outlet.
The corners of the intersection will be widened to accommodate for STAA truck turn radius.

9. PROJECT PURPOSE (Describe the reason or purpose of the project, see instructions)

The purpose of this project is to improve safety and traffic movement by providing an acceleration lane for SR-
108 eastbound drivers.

USE BLOCKS 20-22 IF DREDGED AND/OR FILL MATERIAL IS TO BE DISCHARGED

20. REASON(S) FOR DISCHARGE

Replacement of culvert from 18” in diameter and 54 ft long to 24” in diameter and 72 ft long.

21. TYPE(S) OF MATERIAL BEING DISCHARGED AND THE AMOUNT OF EACH TYPE IN CUBIC YARDS.

The amount of fill is about 17cubic yard. Type of fill will be native soil and/ sand slurry.

24. ADDRESSES OF ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS, LESSEES, ETC. WHOSE PROPERTY ADJOINS THE WATERBODY (If more
than can be entered here, please attach a supplemental list)

Caltrans right of way

25. LIST OF OTHER CERTIFICATIONS OR APPROVALS/DENIALS RECEIVED FROM OTHER FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL AGENCIES
FOR WORK DESCRIBED IN THIS APPLICATION

AGENCY TYPE APPROVAL* IDENTIFICATION NUMBER DATE APPLIED DATE APPROVED DATE DENIED

CDFG 1600 VRF Under Programmatic 10/13/11

RWQCB Jurisdictional determination 10/13/11
Would include but is not restricted to zoning, building and flood plain permits.




Instructions for Preparing A
Department of the Army Permit Application

Blocks 1 thru 4 — To be completed by Corps of Engineers.

Block 5 — APPLICANT’S NAME. Enter the name of the responsible party or parties. If the responsible party is an
agency, company, corporation, or other organization, indicate the responsible officer and title. If more than one party
is associated with the application, please attach a sheet with the necessary information marked “Block 5”.

Block 6 —- ADDRESS OF APPLICANT. Please provide the full address of the party or parties responsible for the
application. If more space is needed, attach an extra sheet of paper marked “Block 6”.

Block 7 — APPLICANT PHONE NUMBERS. Please provide the number where you can usually be reached during
normal business hours.

Block 8 - AUTHORIZED AGENT’S NAME AND TITLE. Indicate name of individual or agency, designated by you,
to represent you in this process. An agency can be an attorney, builder, contractor, engineer or any other person or
organization. Note: An agent is not required.

Block 9 and 10 - AGENT’S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER. Please provide the complete mailing address
of the agent, along with the telephone number where he/she can be reached during normal business hours.

Block 11 — STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION. To be completed by applicant if an agent is to be employed.

Block 12 - PROPOSED PROJECT NAME OR TITLE. Please provide name identifying the proposed project (i.e.,
Landmark Plaza, Burned Hills Subdivision, or Edsall Commercial Center).

Block 13 — NAME OF WATERBODY. Please provide the name of any stream, lake, marsh, or other waterway to be
directly impacted by the activity. If it is a minor (no name) stream, identify the waterbody the minor stream enters.

Block 14 - PROPOSED PROJECT STREET ADDRESS. If the proposed project is located at a site having a street
address (not a box number), please enter it here.

Block 15 — LOCATION OF PROPOSED PROJECT. Enter the county and state where the proposed project is
located. If more space is required, please attach a sheet with the necessary information marked “Block 15”.

Block 16 — OTHER LOCATION DESCRIPTIONS. If available, provide the Section, Township, and Range of the site
and/or the latitude and longitude. You may also provide a description of the proposed project location, such as lot
numbers or tract numbers. You may choose to locate the proposed project site from a known point (such as the right
descending bank of Smith Creek, one mile down from the Highway 14 Bridge). If a large river or stream, include the
river mile of the proposed project site, if known.

Block 17 — DIRECTIONS TO THE SITE. Provide directions to the site from a known location or landmark. Include
highway and street numbers as well as names. Also provide distances from known locations and any other
information that would assist in locating the site.

Block 18 — NATURE OF ACTIVITY. Describe the overall activity or project. Give approximate dimensions of
structures such as wingwalls, dikes, (identify the materials to be used in construction, as well as the methods by
which the work is to be done), or excavations (length, width, and height). Indicate whether discharge of dredged or fill
material is involved. Also, identify any structure to be constructed on a fill, piles, or float-supported platforms.

The written descriptions and illustrations are an important part of the application. Please describe, in detail, what you
wish to do. If more space is needed, attach an extra sheet of paper marked “Block 18”.

(V]



Block 19 — PROPOSED PROJECT PURPOSE. Describe the purpose and need for the proposed project. What will
it be used for and why? Also include a brief description of any related activities to be developed as the result of the
proposed project. Give the approximate dates you plan to both begin and complete all work.

Block 20 —- REASONS FOR DISCHARGE. If the activity involves the discharge of dredged and/or fill material into a
wetland or other waterbody, including the temporary placement of materials, explain the specific purpose of the
placement of the material (such as erosion control).

Block 21 — TYPES OF MATERIAL BEING DISCHARGED AND THE AMOUNT OF EACH TYPE IN CUBIC YARDS.
Describe the material to be discharged and amount of each material to be discharged within Corps jurisdiction.
Please be sure this description will agree with your illustrations. Discharge material includes: rock, sand, clay,
concrete, etc.

Block 22 - SURFACE AREAS OF WETLANDS OR OTHER WATERS FILLED. Describe the area to be filled at
each location. Specifically identify the surface areas, or part thereof, to be filled. Also include the means by which
the discharge is to be done (backhoe, dragline, etc.). If dredged material is to be discharged on an upland site,
identify the site and the steps to be taken (if necessary) to prevent runoff from the dredged material back into a
waterbody. If more space is needed, attach an extra sheet of paper marked “Block 22"

Block 23 — IS ANY PORTION OF THE WORK ALREADY COMPLETE? Provide any background on any part of the
proposed project already completed. Describe the area already developed, structures completed, any dredged or fill
material already discharged, the type of material, volume in cubic yards, acres filled, if a wetland or other water body
(in acres or square feet). If the work was done under an existing Corps permit, identify the authorization if possible.

Block 24 - NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS, LESSEES, etc., WHOSE
PROPERTY ADJOINS THE PROJECT SITE. List complete names and full mailing addresses of the adjacent
property owners (public and private) lessees, etc., whose property adjoins the water body or aquatic site where the
work is being proposed so that they may be notified of the proposed activity (usually by public notice). If more space
is needed, attach an extra sheet of paper marked “Block 24”.

Block 25 — INFORMATION ABOUT APPROVALS OR DENIALS BY OTHER AGENCIES. You may need the
approval of other Federal, State, or Local agencies for your project. Identify any applications you have submitted and
the status, if any (approved or denied) of each application. You need not have obtained all other permits before
applying for a Corps permit.

Block 26 — SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT. The application must be signed by the owner or other
authorized party (agent). This signature shall be an affirmation that the party applying for the permit possesses the
requisite property rights to undertake the activity applied for (including compliance with special conditions, mitigation,
etc.)

DRAWINGS AND ILLUSTRATIONS — GENERAL INFORMATION

Three types of illustrations are needed to properly depict the work to be undertaken. These illustrations or drawings
are identified as a Vicinity Map, a Plan View, or a Typical Cross-Section Map. |dentify each illustration with a figure
or attachment number.

Please submit one original, or good quality copy, of all drawings on an 8.5x11 inch plain white paper (tracing paper or
film may be substituted). Use the fewest number of sheets necessary for your drawings or illustrations.

Each illustration should identify the project, the applicant, and the type of illustration (vicinity map, plan view, or cross-
section). While illustrations need not be professional (many small, private project illustrations are prepared by hand),
they should be clear, accurate and contain all necessary information.



