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From: Gonzalez, Dena@DOT 
To: Cornwell, Jaimee@DOT 
Subject: FW: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone (08EVEN00-2013-I-0037) 
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:05:24 PM 

 
 

FYI 
 
 

From: Ray Bransfield [mailto:ray_bransfield@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:53 AM 
To: Gonzalez, Dena@DOT 
Subject: RE: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone (08EVEN00-2013-I-0037) 

 

 
Dena, 
Caltrans does not need to re-initiate formal consultation because of the reduction in the amount of 
disturbance from 14.78 to 6.85 acres. 

 
I am sorry for the delay. 
Ray 

 
 

From: Gonzalez, Dena@DOT [mailto:dena.gonzalez@dot.ca.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:41 AM 
To: Ray Bransfield 
Subject: FW: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone (08EVEN00-2013-I-0037) 
Importance: High 

 

 
Hi Ray, 

 
 

Have you had a chance to look at the impacts for Haiwee. We need to get this finalized soon 
the project is going out to bid at the end of December. 

 
 

Thanks for your help! 
 
 
 
Dena Suzanne Gonzalez 
Central RegionEnvironmental Division 
Biology Branch Chief 
855 M. Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, CA 93721 
(559) 445-6406 - Office 
(559) 978-6265 - Cell 
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United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
08EVEN00-2013-I-0037 

Frank Meraz 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, CaJifomia 93003 

Office Chief, Central Region Biology Branch 
District 06, California Department of Transportation 
2015 East Shields A venue, Suite A-1 00 
Fresno, California 93726-5428 

November 20, 2012 

Subject: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone Project (SR-395-PM 20.3/22.3), Lnyo County, California 

Dear Mr. Meraz: 

This letter is in response to your inquiry, dated October 25, 2012, and received by our office on October 
29, 20 12, requesting our concurrence that the proposed Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone project is not likely 
to adversely affect the federally threatened Mojave desert tortoise (Gopherus agassiziz). The Federal 
Highway Administration has delegated responsibility for consultation to the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) for federally funded actions. Consequently, your request and our response are 
made pursuant to Section 7 (aX2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. 

Caltrans proposes the Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone Project located 2.5 miles north of Coso Junction, 
south of the Haiwee Reservoir along U.S. Route 395, postmile R20.3-R22.3 , in southwest Inyo County. 
The project includes: widening the existing southbound outside shoulders from 5 feet to 1 0 feet 
(expressway standard); constructing rumble strips; flattening cut and fill slopes; extending culverts; and 
removing large obstructions within the clear recovery zone (30 feet from edge of travelled way). The Los 
Angeles Aqueduct (conduit) Bridge Number 48-15L would be widened by 2 feet to provide a 10-foot 
outside shoulder. The project would permanently impact approximately 14.78 acres, of which 2.16 would 
be paved. No desert tortoise critical habitat is located within or adjacent to project activities. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service protocol level desert tortoise surveys were conducted on May 8 and 9, 
2012 within the biological study area (the project area directly impacted plus adjacent areas that may be 
indirectly affected by the proposed project), and within the 200-meter, 400-meter, and 600-meter belt 
transects around the project impact area. A class 2 desert tortoise carcass was located within the 
southwestern portion ofthe biological study area. Surveyors found the less than !-year-old carcass 262 
feet west of the U.S. Route 395 southbound lane. The 200-meter belt transect contained one piece of 
class 4 scat located in the southwestern portion of the survey area. The scat appeared to be up to 2 years 
old. The 400-meter belt transect had no desert tortoises or sign. The 600-meter belt transect contained 
one class 2 burrow, and two class 3 burrows. All of the desert tortoise sign was located on the west side 
of U.S. Route 395 where there are fewer signs of disturbance and higher quality habitat for the desert 
tortoise. However, project activities would occur entirely within Caltrans' right-of-way where the quality 
of habitat is extremely marginal from the regular clearing of vegetation along highway shoulders, and 
from general traffic noise. 
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Frank Meraz 2 

Desert tortoises entering the project site could be injured or killed by project equipment and activities, and 
the presence of burrows, carcasses, and scat indicates that desert tortoises may reside in the area. 
Therefore, Caltrans has proposed the following measures to ensure desert tortoises are not adversely 
affected by project activities. Prior to any activity, a biologist with experience in surveying for desert 
tortoise and their burrows would survey the entire biological study area and mark the location of all desert 
tortoises and burrows. Temporary desert tortoise exclusion fencing would be installed around project 
activities in habitat where desert tortoises may be present. If a desert tortoise is found within the fenced 
area during preconstruction surveys or at any other time, project work would stop, the fence opened, and 
the desert tortoise would be allowed to leave the area on its own accord. The fence would be removed 
after project activities are complete. Worker education programs would be presented to ensure no take to 
the desert tortoise occurs. Vehicles parked outside areas already cleared and fenced for desert tortoises 
would not be moved until checked underneath for desert tortoises. If a desert tortoise is found under a 
vehicle, the vehicle would not be moved until the desert tortoise has left on its own accord. No dogs 
would be allowed in construction areas. Caltrans would implement a trash-and-litter management 
program to reduce the appeal of the project area to common ravens (Corvus corax) and other potential 
desert tortoise predators. (Please see Caltrans' Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone, Biological Assessment, 9-
INY-395-PM (20.3-22.3), EA 09-35120, November 2012 for a complete list of minimization measures.) 

We concur with your decision that the proposed action is not likely to adversely affect the desert tortoise. 
We have reached this conclusion because no live desert tortoises were found in the biological study area 
and the proposed project area is ~ocated entirely within Caltrans' right-of-way where the quality of habitat 
is extremely marginal. Desert tortoises are unlikely to be present; however, in the event one does enter 
the project site, no desert tortoise will be moved or handled under any circumstances. Caltrans will 
implement measures to ensure that any desert tortoises found in the project area are avoided. 
Consequently, further consultation, pursuant to section 7 (a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, is not required. If the propose action changes in any manner that may affect the desert tortoise, 
please contact us immediately to determine whether additional consultation is required. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Amy Torres of my staff at (909) 382-2654. 

Sincerely, 
) 

6.,11"Benz 
Assistant Field Supervisor 




From: Gonzalez, Dena@DOT 
To: Cornwell, Jaimee@DOT 
Subject: FW: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone (08EVEN00-2013-I-0037) 
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:05:24 PM 


 
 


FYI 
 
 


From: Ray Bransfield [mailto:ray_bransfield@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:53 AM 
To: Gonzalez, Dena@DOT 
Subject: RE: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone (08EVEN00-2013-I-0037) 


 


 
Dena, 
Caltrans does not need to re-initiate formal consultation because of the reduction in the amount of 
disturbance from 14.78 to 6.85 acres. 


 
I am sorry for the delay. 
Ray 


 
 


From: Gonzalez, Dena@DOT [mailto:dena.gonzalez@dot.ca.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:41 AM 
To: Ray Bransfield 
Subject: FW: Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone (08EVEN00-2013-I-0037) 
Importance: High 


 


 
Hi Ray, 


 
 


Have you had a chance to look at the impacts for Haiwee. We need to get this finalized soon 
the project is going out to bid at the end of December. 


 
 


Thanks for your help! 
 
 
 
Dena Suzanne Gonzalez 
Central RegionEnvironmental Division 
Biology Branch Chief 
855 M. Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, CA 93721 
(559) 445-6406 - Office 
(559) 978-6265 - Cell 
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

WDID No. 6B141407003 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

March 23, 2015 
  WDID No. 6B141407003 
          Dredge and Fill 
Jaimee Cornwell 
Central Region Biology Branch, North Branch 
California Department of Transportation 
855 M Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, CA 93721 
Email: jaimee.cornwell@dot.ca.gov   
 
NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY FOR GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SMALL CONSTRUCTION, INCLUDING UTILITY, PUBLIC WORKS, AND MINOR 
STREAMBED/LAKEBED ALTERATION PROJECTS, BOARD ORDER NO. R6T-2003-0004, 
HAIWEE CLEAR RECOVERY ZONE PROJECT, INYO COUNTY 
 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board) staff received 
an application for Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for dredge and fill in waters of the 
State (WOS) for the Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone Project (Project) on July 8, 2014.  
Supplemental information in support of the application was last received by Water Board staff 
on March 5, 2015.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined that the Project is not 
subject to Clean Water Act (CWA) section 404 requirements.  While the proposed Project is not 
subject to CWA section 401 water quality certification, it does require coverage under the 
General Waste Discharge Requirements for Small Construction, Including Utility, Public Works, 
and Minor Streambed/Lakebed Alteration Projects, Board Order (General Board Order)  
No. R6T-2003-0004.   
 
The California Department of Transportation (Applicant) is hereby assigned General Board 
Order No. R6T-2003-0004-220 and Waste Discharge Identification (WDID) No. 6B141407003 
for this Project.  By this Notice of Applicability (NOA), the fill- and excavation-related discharges 
to WOS associated with the Project are authorized and subject to compliance with the General 
Board Order.  A copy of the General Board Order is enclosed.  Please use the above-
referenced WDID number in future correspondence regarding this Project.   
 
Any person aggrieved by this action of the Water Board may petition the State Water Resources 
Control Board (State Water Board) to review the action in accordance with Water Code section 
13320 and California Code of Regulations (CCR), title 23, sections 2050 and following.  The 
State Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 30 days after the date of this Order, 
except that if the thirtieth day following the date of this Order falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or 
state holiday, the petition must be received by the State Water Board by 5:00 p.m. on the next 
business day.  Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions may be found on 
the Internet at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality or will be 
provided upon request. 
 
 
 

mailto:jaimee.cornwell@dot.ca.gov


Jaimee Cornwell - 2 - March 23, 2015 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
This NOA is based upon the information provided by the Applicant.  Project details are 
summarized in the following table. 
 
Table of Project Information: 
WDID Number 6B141407003 
Applicant California Department of Transportation 

855 M Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Agent Jaimee Cornwell 
Project Name Haiwee Clear Recovery Zone Project    
Project Purpose and 
Description 

The Project is to widen the existing southbound shoulders of State 
Route 395 between Post Miles 20.3 and 22.3.  The Project includes 
the construction of rumble strips, flattening cut and fill slopes, 
extending culverts, and removing large obstructions from the clear 
zone.   

Project Type Transportation, Roads and Highways 
Project Address or other 
Locating Information 

Along Highway 395 between post miles 20.3 and 22.3, 
approximately 2.5 miles north of Coso Junction, Inyo County 
(Enclosure 1).   

Latitude/Longitude Latitude: 36.1073  Longitude:-117.9705    (center) 
Hydrologic Unit(s) Indian Wells Hydrologic Unit 624.00, Rose Hydrologic Area 624.10;  
Project Area 6.85 acres 
Receiving Water(s) 
Name Unnamed ephemeral washes  

Water Body Type(s) Minor surface waters 
Designated Beneficial 
Uses 

MUN, AGR, GWR, REC-1, REC-2, COMM, WARM, COLD, WILD, 
WQE 

Potential Water Quality 
Impacts to WOS 

Hydrogeomorphic changes in the flow regime on the Project site 
may result in downstream erosion, sedimentation, and/or siltation. 

Project Impacts (Fill) to 
WOS 

 

Waterbody 
Type 

Permanent Temporary 

Acres  Linear 
Feet 

Cubic 
Yards Acres  Linear 

Feet 
Cubic 
Yards 

Streambed 0.61 675 80 0 0 0 
Federal Permit(s) None required 
Non-Compensatory 
Mitigation 

During construction, the Applicant will follow Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) including construction storm water controls 
designed to minimize the short-term degradation of water quality.   

Compensatory Mitigation On-site mitigation and restoration of a drainage channel to match 
the post-project hydrology to pre-project conditions. 

Application Fees1 $9,113 (675 linear feet of discharge x $13.50 per linear foot) 
Fees Received $9,113  
Estimated Annual Active 
Discharge Fee2 

$600 (an annual active discharge fee will be assessed each fiscal 
year or portion of a fiscal year during which discharges occur until 
the Water Board issues a Notice of Completion of Discharges Letter 
to the Applicant) 

1 Dredge and fill application fees shall not exceed $90,000 for Fill and Excavation operations.   
2 The actual Annual Active Discharge Fee will be calculated using the fee schedule in effect at the time the annual fee is assessed 
per California Code of Regulations, Title 23, section 2200(a)(3). 



Jaimee Cornwell - 3 - March 23, 2015 
 
 
CEQA COMPLIANCE  
 
The California Department of Transportation prepared an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) for the Project.  The IS/MND was prepared pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA Public Resources Code 21000, et seq.) and circulated under 
State Clearinghouse No. 2013021034.  The IS/MND was certified on April 19, 2013, following 
public review.   
 
The Water Board, acting as a CEQA Responsible Agency in compliance with CCR, title 14, 
section 15096, has considered the IS/MND for the Project and the potential water quality 
impacts.  As a result of the analysis, the Water Board finds potential water quality impacts are 
less than significant.   
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1. The Project must be constructed and operated in accordance with the Project 
description in the information provided to the Water Board.  Deviation from the Project’s 
description constitutes a violation of the conditions upon which this NOA was granted. 

 
2. Neither Project construction activities nor operation of the Project may cause a violation 

of the Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan), may cause a 
condition or threatened condition of pollution or nuisance, or cause any other violation of 
the Water Code. 

 
3. Any discharge to surface waters within the Project area must be in accordance with the 

requirements contained in the General Board Order.  Failure to abide by the conditions 
of the General Board Order and this NOA may result in enforcement action as 
authorized by the provisions of the Water Code. 

 
AMENDMENT TO MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM R6T-2003-0004 
 
By this NOA, I am amending Monitoring and Reporting Program R6T-2003-0004 of the General 
Board Order to include additional monitoring and reporting requirements pursuant to California 
Water Code, section 13267.  This revised order for technical report submittal is necessary to 
verify compliance with the requirements of the General Board Order.  The additional 
requirements are as follows. 
 

1. To ensure that mitigation is conducted to offset impacts to water quality, the Applicant 
will execute a Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan.  The Habitat Mitigation and 
Monitoring Plan must describe the areas to be restored or reclaimed and the manner in 
which the Applicant is proposing to accomplish the restoration or reclamation, to be 
submitted by September 1, 2015.  The Applicant must obtain Water Board acceptance 
of the Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan prior to implementation.   
 

2. By June 15 of each year, beginning June 15, 2017, the Applicant must submit to the 
Water Board an annual report describing and documenting the success of implementing 
the Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan for a minimum of three years.  The report 
must compare the mitigation measures to the success criteria specified in the plan.   

 
 
 



Jaimee Cornwell - 4 - March 23, 2015 
 
 
REVOCATION PROCEDURES 
 
As stated in the General Board Order, coverage shall continue until revoked in writing by the 
Water Board.  The Applicant is responsible for notifying the Water Board in writing that the 
Project is complete, certifying that the required conditions are met, and requesting revocation of 
coverage.  Coverage for the specific Project will be revoked provided the following conditions 
are met. 
 

1. The Project is complete, soil stabilization measures and permanent BMPs are in place 
and functioning, and onsite mitigation and monitoring requirements are completed.   

 
2. Information required in section B of the Monitoring and Reporting Program for the 

General Board Order has been submitted. 
 

3. Water Board staff have verified that the conditions of the General Board Order have 
been met, which may also include a field inspection by Water Board staff.   

 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Brianna Bergen, Engineering 
Geologist, at (760) 241-7305 bbergen@waterboards.ca.gov, or Patrice Copeland, Senior 
Engineering Geologist, at (760) 241-7404 patrice.copeland@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 

 
PATTY Z. KOUYOUMDJIAN  
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
Enclosure: (1) General Board Order and Monitoring and Reporting Program No. R6T-2003-0004 
 
cc: Dena Gonzalez, CalTrans (Dena.Gonzalez@dot.ca.gov) 
 Nick Buckmaster, DFW (nick.buckmaster@wildlife.ca.gov)  
  SWRCB, DWQ (stateboard401@waterboards.ca.gov) 
 
RB6Victorville\401\HaiweeClearRecoveryZone\NOA_02Mar15_6B141407003.docx 
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Notification No. 1600-2014-0125-R6 
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Haiwee Clear Zone Project; Task Order No. 41  Caltrans Contract No. 06A1895, EA 09-351201 
Geocon Project No. S9800-01-41 - 1 - December 30, 2014 

ASBESTOS AND LEAD-CONTAINING PAINT SURVEY REPORT 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This asbestos and lead-containing paint (LCP) survey report was prepared by Geocon Consultants, Inc. 
under Caltrans Contract No. 06A1895, Task Order No. 41 (TO-41). 

1.1 Project Description 

The project consists of the Haiwee Clear Zone Project (Bridges 48-0015L and 48-0064L/R) at Post 
Miles (PM) 21.31 and 22.08, respectively, over the Los Angeles Aqueduct on Highway 395 in Inyo 
County, California. We performed asbestos and LCP survey activities at the project location. The 
project location is depicted on the Vicinity Map, Figure 1, and Site Plans, Figures 2A and B.  

1.2 General Objectives 

The purpose of the scope of services outlined in TO-41 was to determine the potential presence and 
quantity of asbestos-containing building materials and LCP at the project location prior to various 
improvements. The information obtained from this investigation will be used by Caltrans for waste 
profiling, determining California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (Cal/OSHA) 
applicability, and coordinating asbestos disturbance activities.  

It was not Geocon’s intent during this inspection to conduct an evaluation of lead-based 

paint hazards in accordance with HUD guidelines. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Asbestos 

The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 40 CFR 61, Subpart M, National Emissions Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) and Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(FED OSHA) classify asbestos-containing material (ACM) as any material or product that contains 
greater than 1% asbestos. Nonfriable ACM is classified by NESHAP as either Category I or Category II 
material defined as follows: 
 
 Category I – asbestos-containing packings, gaskets, resilient floor coverings, and asphalt roofing 

products. 

 Category II – all remaining types of nonfriable asbestos-containing material not included in 
Category I that when dry, cannot be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure. 
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Regulated asbestos-containing material (RACM), a hazardous waste when friable, is classified as any 
manufactured material that contains greater than 1% asbestos by dry weight and is: 
 
 Friable (can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure); or 

 Category I material that has become friable; or 

 Category I material that has been subjected to sanding, grinding, cutting, or abrading; or 

 Category II nonfriable material that has a high probability of becoming crumbled, pulverized,  
or reduced to a powder during demolition or renovation activities. 

 
Activities that disturb materials containing any amount of asbestos are subject to certain requirements 
of the Cal/OSHA asbestos standard contained in Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) 
§1529. Typically, removal or disturbance of more than 100 square feet of material containing more 
than 0.1% asbestos must be performed by a registered asbestos abatement contractor, but associated 
waste labeling is not required if the material contains 1% or less asbestos. When the asbestos content of 
a material exceeds 1%, virtually all requirements of the standard become effective. 
 
Materials containing more than 1% asbestos are also subject to NESHAP regulations (40 CFR Part 61, 
Subpart M). RACM (friable ACM and nonfriable ACM that will become friable during demolition 
operations) must be removed from structures prior to demolition. Certain nonfriable ACM and materials 
containing 1% or less asbestos may remain in structures during demolition; however, there are waste 
handling/disposal issues and Cal/OSHA work requirements that must be addressed. Contractors are 
responsible for segregating and characterizing waste streams prior to disposal. 
 
With respect to potential worker exposure, notification, and registration requirements, Cal/OSHA 
defines asbestos-containing construction material (ACCM) as construction material that contains 
greater than 0.1% asbestos (Title 8, CCR 341.6). 

2.2 Lead Paint 

Construction activities (including demolition) that disturb materials or paints containing any amount of 
lead are subject to certain requirements of the Cal/OSHA lead standard contained in Title 8, CCR, 
§1532.1. Deteriorated paint is defined by Title 17, CCR, Division 1, Chapter 8, §35022 as a surface 
coating that is cracking, chalking, flaking, chipping, peeling, non-intact, failed, or otherwise separated 
from a component. Demolition of a deteriorated LCP component would require waste characterization 
and appropriate disposal. Intact LCP on a component is currently accepted by most landfills and 
recycling facilities; however, contractors are responsible for segregating and characterizing waste 
streams prior to disposal. 
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For a solid waste containing lead, the waste is classified as California hazardous when: 1) the 
representative total lead content equals or exceeds the respective Total Threshold Limit Concentration 
(TTLC) of 1,000 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg); or 2) the representative soluble lead content equals or 
exceeds the respective Soluble Threshold Limit Concentration (STLC) of 5 milligrams per liter (mg/l) 
based on the standard Waste Extraction Test (WET). A waste has the potential for exceeding the lead 
STLC when the waste’s total lead content is greater than or equal to ten times the respective STLC value 
since the WET uses a 1:10 dilution ratio. Hence, when total lead is detected at a concentration greater than 
or equal to 50 mg/kg, and assuming that 100 percent of the total lead is soluble, soluble lead analysis is 
required. Lead-containing waste is classified as “Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act” (RCRA) 
hazardous, or Federal hazardous, when the representative soluble lead content equals or exceeds the 
Federal regulatory level of 5 mg/l based on the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP). 
 
The above regulatory criteria are based on chemical concentrations. Wastes may also be classified as 
hazardous based on other criteria such as ignitability; however, for the purposes of this investigation, 
toxicity (i.e., lead concentrations) is the primary factor considered for waste classification since waste 
generated during the construction activities would not likely warrant testing for ignitability or other 
criteria. Waste that is classified as either California hazardous or RCRA hazardous requires 
management as a hazardous waste. 
 
Potential hazards exist to workers who remove or cut through LCP coatings during demolition.  
Dust containing hazardous concentrations of lead may be generated during scraping or cutting 
materials coated with lead-containing paint. Torching of these materials may produce lead oxide fumes. 
Therefore, air monitoring and/or respiratory protection may be required during the demolition of 
materials coated with LCP. Guidelines regarding regulatory provisions for construction work where 
workers may be exposed to lead are presented in the Title 8, CCR, §1532.1. 

2.3 Architectural Drawings and Previous Survey Activities 

Architectural plans and previous asbestos survey reports were not available for our review. 

3.0 SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Mr. David Watts, a California-Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC), certification No. 98-2404 
(expiration September 16, 2015), and Certified Lead Paint Inspector/Assessor and Project Monitor  
with the California Department of Public Health (DPH), certification numbers I-1734 and M-1734 
(expiration December 4, 2015), performed the asbestos and LCP survey at the project location on 
November 14, 2014. We observed no suspect LCP on structural members of the bridges. Consequently, 
we collected no paint samples. 
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Suspect ACM were grouped into homogeneous areas with representative samples randomly collected 
from each. In addition, each potential ACM was evaluated for friability. A total of eight bulk asbestos 
samples representing four suspect components were collected. 
 
Our procedures for inspection and sampling in accordance with TO-41 are discussed below: 
 
 Collected bulk asbestos samples after first wetting friable materials with a light mist of water. 

The samples were then cut from the substrate and transferred to labeled containers. Note that  
when multiple samples were collected, the sampling locations were distributed throughout the 
homogeneous area (spaces where the material was observed). 

 Relinquished bulk asbestos samples under standard chain-of-custody protocol to EMSL Analytical, 
Inc., a California-licensed and Caltrans-approved subcontractor, for asbestos analysis in accordance 
with United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Test Method 600/R-93/116 using 
polarized light microscopy (PLM). EMSL Analytical, Inc. is a laboratory accredited by the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NIST-
NVLAP) for bulk asbestos fiber analysis. The laboratory analyses were requested on a turnaround 
period of ten days. 

 
Bridge and sample group identification numbers, material descriptions, approximate quantities, friability 
assessments, and photo references are summarized on Table 1. Approximate sample locations are presented 
on Figure 2. Materials represented by the samples collected are shown in the attached photographs. 

4.0 INVESTIGATIVE RESULTS 

Asbestos was not detected in samples of suspect materials collected during our survey. A summary of 
the analytical laboratory test results for asbestos is presented on Table 1. Reproductions of the 
laboratory report and chain-of-custody documentation are in Appendix A. 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on our findings, we recommend the following: 

5.1 Asbestos 

Since no asbestos was detected in the samples collected during our survey, the Cal/OSHA asbestos 
standard does not apply for planned activities. In addition, demolition debris would not be considered a 
California hazardous waste based on asbestos content. 
 
Written notification to the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District is required ten working 
days prior to commencement of any demolition activity (whether asbestos is present or not).  
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5.2 Lead Paint 

We recommend that all paints at the project location (graffiti, graffiti abatement, traffic striping, 
signage, etc.) be treated as lead-containing for purposes of determining the applicability of the 
Cal/OSHA lead standard during maintenance, renovation, and demolition activities. This 
recommendation is based on the fact that lead was a common ingredient of paints manufactured before 
1978 and is still an ingredient of some paints. In accordance with Title 8, CCR, §1532.1(p), written 
notification to the nearest Cal/OSHA district office is required at least 24 hours prior to certain lead-
related work. Compliance and training requirements regarding construction activities where workers 
may be exposed to lead are presented in Title 8, CCR, §1532.1, subsections (e) and (l), respectively. 
Contractors are responsible for segregating and characterizing waste streams prior to disposal. 
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6.0 REPORT LIMITATIONS 

This asbestos and LCP survey was conducted in conformance with generally accepted standards of 
practice for identifying and evaluating asbestos-containing building materials and LCP in structures. 
The survey addressed only the structure identified in Section 1.1. Due to the nature of structure 
surveys, some asbestos-containing building materials or LCP at the project location may not have been 
identified. Spaces, such as cavities, crawlspaces, voids, and pipe chases, may have been concealed to 
our investigator. Previous building renovation work may have concealed or covered spaces or 
materials, or may have partially demolished materials and left debris in inaccessible areas. 
Additionally, renovation activities may have partially replaced asbestos with indistinguishable non-
asbestos. Asbestos and LCP may exist in areas not accessible or sampled in conjunction with this TO. 
 
During renovation or demolition operations, suspect materials may be uncovered which are different from 
those accessible for sampling during this assessment. Personnel in charge of renovation/demolition should 
be alerted to note materials uncovered during such activities that differ substantially from those included 
in this or previous assessment reports. If additional suspect materials are found, they should be treated as 
hazardous until/unless sampling and analysis indicate otherwise. 
 
This report has been prepared exclusively for Caltrans. The information contained herein is only valid 
as of the date of the report and will require an update to reflect additional information obtained. 
 
This report is not a comprehensive site characterization and should not be construed as such. 
The findings as presented in this report are predicated on the results of the limited sampling and 
laboratory testing performed. In addition, the information obtained is not intended to address potential 
impacts related to sources other than those specified herein. Therefore, the report should be deemed 
conclusive with respect to only the information obtained. We make no warranty, express or implied, 
with respect to the content of this report or any subsequent reports, correspondence or consultation.  
Geocon strived to perform the services summarized herein in accordance with the local standard of care 
in the geographic region at the time the services were rendered. 
 
The contents of this report reflect the views of the author who is responsible for the facts and accuracy 
of the data presented herein. The contents do not necessarily reflect the official views or policies of the 
State of California or the Federal Highway Administration. This report does not constitute a standard, 
specification, or regulation. 
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Photo 1 – Los Angeles Aqueduct at Bridge 48-0015L (PM 21.31) on Highway 395 in Inyo County, California 

 
Photo 2 – Bridge 48-0015L deck and barriers 

 
Photo 3 – Bridge 48-0015L soffit 

PHOTOGRAPHS 1, 2, & 3 
Haiwee Clear Zone Project 

Inyo County, California 
S9800-01-41  December 2014 



 

 

 
Photo 4 – Los Angeles Aqueduct at Bridge 48-0064L/R (PM 22.08) on Highway 395 in Inyo County, California 

 
Photo 5 – Bridge 48-0064R soffit 

 
Photo 6 –Bridge 48-0064L culvert drain inlet (non-suspect) 

PHOTOGRAPHS 4, 5, & 6 
Haiwee Clear Zone Project 

Inyo County, California 
S9800-01-41  December 2014 
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HAIWEE CLEAR ZONE PROJECT
CALTRANS CONTRACT 06A1895, TASK ORDER NO. 41, E-FIS 09-0002-0058 (EA 09-351201)

INYO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Bridge No. Sample Group No. Material Description Approximate Quantity Friable Site Photos Asbestos Content 

1 Concrete NA NA ND
2 Asphalt NA NA ND

1 Concrete NA NA ND
2 Asphalt NA NA ND

Notes:
NA = Not applicable (no asbestos detected)
ND = Not detected

48-0064L/R 4 through 6

TABLE 1
SUMMARY OF ANALYTICAL LABORATORY TEST RESULTS - ASBESTOS

Polarized Light Microscopy (PLM) - EPA Test Method 600/R-93/116

48-0015L 1 through 3



 
 
 
 

 APPENDIX  A



EMSL Analytical, Inc
2235 Polvorosa Ave , Suite 230, San Leandro, CA 94577
Phone/Fax: (510) 895-3675 / (510) 895-3680
http://www.EMSL.com sanleandrolab@emsl.com

091417110
CustomerID: GECN21
CustomerPO:  06A1895
ProjectID: 06A1895

EMSL Order:

Attn: Dave Watts
Geocon Consultants, Inc.
6671 Brisa Street
Livermore, CA 94550

Received: 11/18/14 9:15 AM

S9800-01-41    HWY 395    06A1895

Fax: (925) 371-5915
Phone: (925) 371-5900

Project:

12/2/2014Analysis Date:
11/14/2014Collected:

Sample Description Appearance %  Type

AsbestosNon-Asbestos

%     Fibrous %   Non-Fibrous

Test Report: Asbestos Analysis of Bulk Materials via EPA 600/R-93/116 Method using 
Polarized Light Microscopy

0015L-1A Concrete

091417110-0001

Gray None Detected
Non-Fibrous
Homogeneous

Quartz20%
Non-fibrous (other)80%

0015L-1B Concrete

091417110-0002

Gray None Detected
Non-Fibrous
Homogeneous

Quartz20%
Non-fibrous (other)80%

0015L-2A

091417110-0003

Black None Detected
Non-Fibrous
Homogeneous

Quartz20%
Non-fibrous (other)80%

0015L-2B Asphalt

091417110-0004

Black None Detected
Non-Fibrous
Homogeneous

Quartz20%
Non-fibrous (other)80%

0064L/R-1A 
Concrete
091417110-0005

Gray None Detected
Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Quartz10%
Non-fibrous (other)90%

0064L/R-1B 
Concrete
091417110-0006

Gray None Detected
Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Quartz15%
Non-fibrous (other)85%

0064L/R-2A Asphalt

091417110-0007

Black None Detected
Non-Fibrous
Homogeneous

Quartz5%
Non-fibrous (other)95%

0064L/R-2B Asphalt

091417110-0008

Black None Detected
Non-Fibrous
Homogeneous

Quartz5%
Non-fibrous (other)95%

1THIS IS THE LAST PAGE OF THE REPORT.Test Report  PLM-7.28.9  Printed: 12/2/2014 12:00:58 PM

Chris Dojlidko, Laboratory Manager
or other approved signatory

Analyst(s)

EMSL maintains liability limited to cost of analysis.  This report relates only to the samples reported and may not be reproduced, except in full, without written approval by EMSL.  EMSL bears no 
responsibility for sample collection activities or analytical method limitations.  Interpretation and use of test results are the responsibility of the client.  This report must not be used by the client to claim 
product certification, approval, or endorsement by NVLAP, NIST or any agency of the federal government.   Non-friable organically bound materials present a problem matrix and therefore EMSL 
recommends gravimetric reduction prior to analysis.  Samples received in good condition unless otherwise noted.  Estimated accuracy, precision and uncertainty data available upon request. Unless 
requested by the client, building materials manufactured with multiple layers (i.e. linoleum, wallboard, etc.) are reported as a single sample. Reporting limit is 1%
Samples analyzed by EMSL Analytical, Inc San Leandro, CA NVLAP Lab Code 101048-3, WA C884

Initial report from 12/02/2014  12:00:58

Chris Dojlidko (8)

http://www.EMSL.com
mailto:sanleandrolab@emsl.com
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