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INFORMATION HANDOUT 
For Contract No. 03-0F2704 

At 03-Yub-65-2.21 
 

Identified by 

Project ID 0300000076 
 

PERMITS 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Non-Reporting Nationwide 404 

 
 

WATER QUALITY 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Central Valley Region Application Number: WDID#5A58CR00102 
 

AGREEMENTS 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Notification No. 1600-2013-0217-R2 

 
National Marine Fisheries Services 
 

ENCROACHMENT PERMITS 
California Department of Water Resources, Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
Permit No. 18964 BD 

 
 

MATERIALS INFORMATION 
Final Hydraulic Report 

 



























































































































UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Southwest Region 
501 West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200 
Long Beach. California 90802-4213 

OCT 25 2012 
In response refer to: 
2012/00150 

Ms. Sandra Rosas 
Branch Chief 
Department ofTransportation 
District 3 
703 B Street 
Marysville, California 95901-0911 

Dear Ms. Rosas: 

This letter is in response to your February 23, 2012, request for initiation of section 7 
consultation with NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). This District 3 
Dry Creek Bridge Scour Mitigation project is on State Route (SR) 65 in Yuba County near the 
city of Wheatland at post mile 2.21. This structure has been identified by Structure Hydraulics 
as scour critical. By placing rock slope protection under the structure, the project will preserve 
the integrity of the facility and delay additional maintenance or replacement. 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has determined that the proposed project 
may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, threatened Central Valley (CV) spring-run 
Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), and threatened California CV (CCV) steelhead 
(0. mykiss). In addition, Caltrans has determined that the proposed project may adversely affect 
the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) of Pacific salmon, and has requested initiation of consultation 
pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA). This 
letter also serves as consultation under the authority of, and in accordance with, the provisions of 
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination act of 1934 (FWCA), as amended. NMFS recognizes that 
Caltrans is acting in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A) for this 
project and has assumed FHWA's responsibilities under Federal environmental laws as allowed 
by the Memorandum of Understanding between FHW A and Caltrans, which became effective on 
July 1,2007. 

Project Description 

The Dry Creek project proposes to perform scour mitigation on Dry Creek Bridge on SR 65. 
Other proposed work includes constructing new approach slabs, removing existing deck AC 
surfacing and unsound concrete, placing a 314-inch polyester concrete deck overlay, and 
replacing the deck joint seals. Temporary construction easements will be required on two 
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parcels (one on the north side and one on the south side of the bridge) and right of entry will be 

required for access to railroad right of way.   

 

Construction of a temporary stream crossing/work platform is proposed to keep the stream free 

from mud and silt while work is being performed within the stream channel.  Stream flow will 

pass through the work site using a series of 18-36 inch diameter metal culverts installed at grade 

within the stream.  A layer of visquine fabric will be placed over the culverts before placing a 

layer of gravel or finer material to complete the work pad.  All temporary fills required for the 

work platform will be removed upon completion of in-stream work activities. 

 

Steelhead are present in the creek and spawn in the upper reaches.  Spring-run Chinook salmon 

will not be present in the project area, therefore will not be impacted by project activities.  The 

only spring-run Chinook present are rearing juveniles that occasionally could enter the very 

lowest reach, which is not the action area.  

 

Activities conducted in the active channel of the creek will be limited to a July 15 through 

October 15 work window.  Silt curtains will be used around in-water work areas to minimize 

turbidity and sedimentation.  Best management practices (BMPs) will also be used to reduce 

water quality impacts.  These BMPs include, but are not limited to, disturbed soils to be seeded, 

mulched, and fertilized; straw wattles; silt fences; sediment basins; or other control methods to 

be used to prevent sediments from entering Dry Creek.  Caltrans will install temporary 

environmental sensitive area fencing before any work begins to protect against construction 

related impacts.  As a result of these avoidance and minimization measures and BMPs, post 

project site reclamation and aforementioned work windows, the project is not likely to adversely 

affect threatened CV spring-run Chinook salmon or CCV steelhead. 

 

Caltrans will incorporate the following measures to avoid and minimize potential impacts to CV 

spring-run Chinook salmon and CCV steelhead: 

      

(1)  A qualified Biologist will inspect the work area prior to start of work to confirm presence 

of salmonids. 

(2) In water work will occur during the summer / early fall (July 15 to October 15) when flows 

are low and water temperatures are too warm to support salmonids. 

(3) Silt curtains will be used around in-water work to minimize turbidity and sedimentation. 

(4) Erosion control will be applied to disturbed soil areas prior to October 15. 

(5) BMPs will be implemented into the proposed project to minimize impacts to waterways. 

(6) Loss of riparian habitat will be minimized within the project area through preserving 

existing vegetation to the maximum extent possible and re-vegetating disturbed areas to 

establish permanent riparian cover. 

 

ESA Section 7 Consultation 

 

Based on our review of the material provided with your request and the best scientific and 

commercial information currently available, NMFS will require the following of Caltrans: 
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(1) Incorporate avoidance and minimization measures into the project description to reduce the 

potential impacts to listed anadromous fish or their habitat to a level that is insignificant or 

discountable.   

(2) Activities conducted in the active channel of the creek will be limited to the timeframe 

between July 15 and October 15 when steelhead won’t be migrating through the project 

area and temperatures are too high for them to be rearing or spawning; therefore impacts to 

listed fish would be insignificant or discountable.  

(3) Caltrans will refurbish all removed native riparian vegetation within the project area by 

replanting the same species on-site at a 3:1 ratio of restored to removed vegetation to 

maintain fish critical habitat.   

(4) There is no spawning habitat for these fish in the vicinity of the project action area and 

critical habitat will be avoided, therefore the construction activities will be insignificant or 

discountable.  

 

Section 7(a)(1) of the ESA directs Federal agencies to utilize their authorities to further the 

purposes of the ESA by carrying out conservation programs for the benefit of threatened and 

endangered species.  Conservation recommendations are discretionary agency activities intended 

to minimize or avoid adverse effects of a proposed project on listed species or critical habitat, to 

help implement recovery plans, or to develop information.  In order to fulfill the requirements of 

section 7(a)(1), NMFS recommends that Caltrans purchase riparian credits from a NMFS 

approved anadromous fish conservation bank at a ratio of 3 acres to every 1 acre of the project 

area footprint that lies within 100 feet of the riparian zone associated with the channel. 

 

This concludes ESA consultation for the Dry Creek Scour Repair project.  Incidental take 

authorization pursuant to section 7(b)(4) and section 7(o)(2) of the ESA is not permitted.  Re-

initiation of any consultation would be required where discretionary Federal agency involvement 

or control over the proposed project has been retained (or is authorized by law), and if:  (1) new 

information reveals effects of the proposed project that may affect listed species or critical 

habitat in a manner or to an extent not considered; (2) the proposed project is subsequently 

modified in a manner that causes adverse effects to listed species or critical habitat; or (3) a new 

species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the proposed project.  

 

EFH Consultation 

 

With regards to EFH consultation, the action area has been identified as EFH for Pacific salmon 

in Amendment 14 of the Pacific Salmon Fishery Management Plan pursuant to the MSA.  

Federal action agencies are mandated by the MSA (section 305(b)(2)) to consult with NMFS on 

all actions that may adversely affect EFH and NMFS must provide EFH conservation 

recommendations to those agencies (section 305(b)(4)(A)).  Based on our review of the material 

provided and the best scientific information available, NMFS has determined that the proposed 

action will adversely affect EFH for Pacific salmon.  However, the proposed action includes 

adequate measures (described in the ESA section 7 consultation above) to avoid, minimize, or 

otherwise offset the adverse effects to EFH.  Therefore, additional EFH conservation 

recommendations are not being provided at this time; and written response as required under 

section 305(b)(4)(B) of the MSA and Federal regulations (50C.F.R.§600.920(k)) will not be 
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required. If there are substantial revisions to the proposed project, the lead Federal agency will 
need to re-initiate EFH consultation. 

FWCA 

The purpose of the FWCA is to ensure that wildlife conservation receives equal consideration, 
and is coordinated with other aspects of water resources development (16 V.S.C. 661). The 
FWCA establishes a consultation requirement for Federal departments and agencies that 
undertake any action that proposes to modify any stream or other body of water for any purpose, 
including navigation and drainage (16 V.S.C 662(a». Consistent with this consultation 
requirement, NMFS provides recommendations and comments to Federal action agencies for the 
purpose of conserving fish and wildlife resources. The FWCA provides the opportunity to offer 
recommendations for the conservation of species and habitats beyond those currently managed 
under the ESA and MSA. 

Please contact Dylan Van Dyne at (916) 930-3725, or via e-mail at Dylan.VanDyne@noaa.gov, 
if you have any questions or require additional information concerning this project. 

Sincerely, 

R~d~4r/
Regional Administrator 

cc: 	 Copy to File ARN 151422SWR2012SA00032 
NMFS-PRD, Long Beach, CA 

mailto:Dylan.VanDyne@noaa.gov































































