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State of California    Business, Transportation, and Housing Agency 
M E M O R A N D U M       Flex your power! 
          Be energy efficient! 
 

To: Project File      July 6, 2010 
  

    03-Environmental Management 
    02-SHA-5-PM 30.55R 

03 172 02 2C2301 
        Tunnel Gulch Viaduct  

   
From:  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – Chris Quiney, Office of Environmental Management,   
P. O. Box 496073, Redding, CA 96049-6073 
            
Subject:  Non-Reporting U.S. Army Corps Nationwide Permit 14 (Linear Transportation 
Projects) 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is initiating a project to rehabilitate and 
seismically retrofit the Tunnel Gulch Viaduct (Bridge No. 06-0131R) on Interstate 5 in Shasta 
County, approximately 10.6 miles north of the city of Redding.  The project will be constructed in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
Nationwide Permit 14 (Linear Transportation Projects) [NWP14].  The project will not result in a 
loss of waters of the United States greater than 0.10 acre nor will it result in a discharge to a 
special aquatic site, including wetlands.  Based on the terms of the NWP14, notification to the 
USACE is not required.  Attached is a copy of the NWP terms and conditions, a NWP 
General/Regional Condition Checklist, pre-construction photographs of the project site, a map 
delineating impacts within jurisdictional waters, and preliminary project plans. 
 
Project purpose and need: Caltrans bridge maintenance reports indicate deterioration and 
stress damage in the concrete deck and superstructure.  Additionally, the structure does not 
meet modern seismic standards. 
 
Seismic work will occur at the base of piers number 2 and 5.  The piers are located above the 
full pool elevation of Shasta Lake, which is 1,069.7 feet above sea level.  The only 
encroachment within jurisdictional waters (below the full pool elevation of Shasta Lake) would 
result from construction of a segment of a temporary access road.  Temporary construction 
access roads will be required to access each work area.  Access roads will be approximately 20 
feet in width and capable of supporting heavy construction equipment such as a crane, drill rig, 
excavator, loader, concrete trucks, dump trucks, and large flatbed trailers.  In addition, a level 
work pad will be required at the base of piers number 2 and 5.  It is anticipated that access will 
be gained from the southeast, northwest, and/or northeast quadrant of the structure depending 
on lake levels during the construction period.  Construction of access roads will require the 
removal of small conifers between I-5 and the lakeshore.  If access is gained from the southeast 
quadrant, the following work would be required below the full pool elevation of the lake: 
 
Only a portion of the access road approximately 300 feet in length (approximately 0.25 acre) 
would be located below the full pool elevation of the lake.  This area is located below the viaduct 
between piers 2 and 5. The area is devoid of substantial vegetation.  Construction of the  
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temporary access road would require minor cuts and fills involving up to 150 cubic yards of 
material from the lakeshore.  Following construction, temporary access roads and pads will be  
removed and the topography will be returned as close as possible to pre-construction 
conditions.  Appropriate erosion control measures will be applied to all disturbed soils.   
 
The work will entail installation of steel sleeves around the bottom of piers number 2 and 5, 
enlargement of the footings, and installation of tie-down rods at the footings.  The steel sleeves 
will be larger in diameter than the existing concrete piers and will extend from the top of the 
footing to approximately 10 feet above original ground.  The annular space between the sleeve 
and pier will be filled with lightweight concrete.  The tie-down rods will connect the existing 
footings to bedrock. 
 
Additional work includes placement of rock slope protection (RSP) within an eroded gulley, 
above the full pool elevation of Shasta Lake, near the foundation of pier number 5.  This work 
will include lining the eroded area with filter fabric, placement of backing rock, and then 
placement of ¼-ton RSP to match the surrounding elevation. 
 
Caltrans performed an environmental evaluation consisting of a review of resource records and 
databases, consultation and coordination with applicable agencies and individuals, and field 
surveys of the project limits. 
 
No listed hazardous waste sites, historic properties, or listed species will be affected.  Swallows 
nest on the underside of the bridge deck but will not be affected by the work.  Tree removal will 
be scheduled to occur during the period of September 1 to April 15 to avoid impacting nesting 
birds. 
 
Bats utilize the internal hollow cells of Pier 2 as a day roost, generally May through August.  
Bats also use the south abutment as a temporary night roost.  Pier 5 is also hollow but has no 
bat use. Work at Pier 2 and the south abutment will occur after August 31 and will end no later 
than April 15.  The hollow Pier 2 will not be filled with any material and access for bats will be 
maintained from April 15 through August 31.  In addition, an ESA fence/buffer of approximately 
60 ft. will be established around the south abutment and Pier 2 during the April 15 – August 31 
period.  This ESA buffer will minimize disturbance to both day and night roosting bats. 
 
Caltrans has determined that the proposed action is Categorically Exempt pursuant to Section 
15302 of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
 
The following measures are included in the project to avoid and minimize impacts to surface 
waters: 

 
• Vegetation removal will be limited to extent necessary to create access to the work site. 
• The contractor will be required to prepare and implement a Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) in accordance with 
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the Statewide NPDES Storm Water Permit issued by the State Water Resources Control 
Board. 

• Construction will occur during dry conditions when no water is present. 
 
Additional regulatory permits will be required from the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Water Quality Certification), and Department of Fish and Game (1600 Agreement) for work 
below the full pool elevation of Shasta Lake. 
 
Attachments: NWP terms and conditions, a NWP General/Regional Condition Checklist, pre-construction 
photographs of the project site, a map delineating impacts within jurisdictional waters, and preliminary project 
plans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 
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SHA-5-PM 30.55R Tunnel Gulch Viaduct (Bridge No. 06-0131R)  
Rehabilitation and Seismic Retrofit 

02-2C230 
Non-Reporting NWP 14 (Linear Transportation Projects) 

 
Compliance with Nationwide Permit General and Regional 

Conditions 
 
 
 

Nationwide Permit General Conditions 
 

1. Navigation:  The project will not affect navigation. 
 

2. Aquatic Life Movements:  The proposed project will not substantially disrupt the life 
cycle or movements of any species indigenous to bodies of water in the project area 
or species that migrate through waters in the project area. 

 
3. Spawning Areas:  There are no spawning areas within the construction limits. 

 
4. Migratory Bird Breeding Areas:  None of the waters of the United States in the 
project area serve as breeding grounds for migratory birds.  

 
5. Shellfish Beds:  There are no shellfish beds within the construction limits. 

 
6. Suitable Material:  No trash, debris, asphalt, concrete, or other unsuitable material 
will be placed in waters of the United States, and all fill material will be free from toxic 
pollutants in toxic amounts. 

 
7. Water Supply Intakes:  There is no public water supply intake in or near the project 
area.  

 
8. Adverse Effects from Impoundments:  The proposed project will not cause any 
temporary or permanent impoundment of water. 

 
9. Management of Water Flows:  The proposed project will not temporarily or 
permanently alter the pre-construction course, condition, capacity, or location of open 
waters. 

 
10. Fills within 100-Year Floodplain:  The project will not affect beneficial floodplain 
values or result in an adverse effect on the floodplain.  

 
11. Equipment:  The proposed project will not require use of heavy equipment in 
wetlands, mudflats, or other special aquatic sites.  

 
12. Soil Erosion and Sediment Controls:  Prior to start of construction, the contractor 
will be required to submit, for Caltrans’s approval, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
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Plan (SWPPP).  The SWPPP must meet the standards and objectives for avoidance 
and minimization of adverse impacts to water quality set forth in Section 7-1.01G of 
Caltrans’s Standard Specifications and will describe the Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) that the contractor intends to use to prevent erosion and sedimentation during 
and after construction.  

 
13.Removal of Temporary Fills:  After construction has been completed, temporary 
fills will be removed in their entirety or they will be used to fill in erosional features 
such as rills and gulleys above the full pool elevation of the lake. 

 
14. Proper Maintenance:  Caltrans is aware of this condition. 

 
15. Wild and Scenic Rivers:  There are no National Wild and Scenic Rivers, nor any 
rivers officially designated by Congress as study rivers for possible inclusion in the 
National Wild and Scenic River System and currently in official study status, within the 
construction limits. 

 
16. Tribal Rights:  The proposed project will not affect any tribal rights. 

 
17. Endangered Species:  Caltrans, acting as the federal lead agency under NEPA 
delegation, has determined that the proposed project will have no effect on any 
federally threatened or endangered species or species proposed for federal listing 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), nor will it affect the critical habitat of any 
such species.  
 
18. Historic Properties:  The proposed project will not affect any properties listed, or 
eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
19. Designated Critical Resource Waters:  The project area does not contain any 
waters designated by a state or federal agency as a marine sanctuary, National 
Estuarine Research Reserve, natural heritage site, or otherwise officially designated 
as having particular environmental or ecological significance, nor will the proposed 
project directly affect any such waters. 

 
20. Mitigation 

 
a. Avoidance and Minimization: The contractor will be required to prepare and 

implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to avoid 
adverse impacts to water quality.     

 
b. Compensatory Mitigation for Impacts that Cannot Be Avoided or Minimized: 

n/a 
 

 
 

21. Water Quality:  Water Quality Certification will  be requested from the Central 
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
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22. Coastal Zone Management:  The proposed project lies outside the coastal zone; 
therefore, this General Condition is not applicable. 

 
23. Regional and Case-by Case Conditions:  Caltrans will comply with all Regional and 
Special (Case-by-Case) Conditions. 

 
24. Use of Multiple Nationwide Permits:  The proposed project will not require multiple 
NWPs; therefore, this General Condition is not applicable. 

 
25. Transfer of Nationwide Permit Verifications:  Caltrans will complete the proposed 
project under the specified Nationwide Permit. 

 
26. Compliance Certification:  The work will be performed under a non-reporting NWP. 

 
27. Pre-Construction Notification:  The project does not require notification under the 
terms of NWP 14 (Linear Transportation Projects). 

 
28. Single and Complete Project:  The proposed project constitutes a single, complete 
project. 
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USACE Sacramento District’s Regional Conditions – 1) Conditions Applicable to 
All States in the District 

 
1. Contents of Pre-Construction Notification 

 
Avoidance and Minimization:  See General Condition 20a above.  

 
Drawings, Including Plan and Cross Section Views:  See attached 11” X 17” 
plan sheets. 

 
Pre-Project Color Photographs of the Project Site:  See attached Pre-
construction Photos. 

 
2. Compensatory Mitigation:  See General Condition 20 above.   

 
3. Recording NWP Verifications:  Caltrans is aware of this Regional Condition. 

 
4. Long-Term Protection of Mitigation Sites:  Caltrans is aware of this Regional 
Condition. 

 
5. USACE Inspections of the Project Area and Mitigation Sites:  Caltrans is aware of 
this Regional Condition. 

 
6. NWPs 29, 39, 40, 42, 43, and 46 – Request for Waiver of the 300 Linear Foot 
Limitation:  Caltrans is not requesting authorization to use NWP 29, 39, 40, 42, 43, or 
46 for the proposed project; therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
7. Road Crossings:  The work does not entail installation of a permanent road 
crossing. 
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8. NWP 12 – Sealing NWP Utility Line Trenches:  Caltrans is not requesting 
authorization to use NWP 12 for the proposed project; therefore, this Regional 
Condition is not applicable. 

 
9. NWP 13 – Use of Vegetation or Other Biotechnical Design for Bank Stabilization: 
Caltrans is requesting authorization to use NWP 13 for the proposed project; 
therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
10. NWP 23 – Signed Categorical Exclusion and Other Documentation: Caltrans is not 
requesting authorization to use NWP 23 for the proposed project; therefore, this 
Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
11. NWP 44 – 300 Linear Foot Limit to Loss of Streambed:  Caltrans is not requesting 
authorization to use NWP 44 for the proposed project; therefore, this Regional 
Condition is not applicable. 

 
12. NWPs 29 and 39 – Channelization or Relocation of Drainage:  Caltrans is not 
requesting authorization to use NWP 29 or 39 for the proposed project; therefore, this 
Regional Condition is not applicable. 
 
13. 13. NWP 33 – Use of Clean, Spawning-Quality Gravel as Temporary Fill:  
Caltrans is not requesting authorization to use NWP 33; therefore, this Regional 
Condition is not applicable. 

 
14. NWP 46 – Restrictions on Loss of Linear Footage or Loss of Acreage of Waters of 
the United States:  Caltrans is not requesting authorization to use NWP 46 for the 
proposed project; therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
15. NWPs 29, 39, 40, 42, and 43 – Establishment of Upland Vegetated Buffers:  
Caltrans is not requesting authorization to use NWP 29, 39, 40, 42, or 43 for the 
proposed project; therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
16. Revocation of all NWPs except 3, 6, 20, 27, 32, 38, and 47 in Histosols, Fens, and 
Wetlands Contiguous with Fens:  There are no histosols, fens, or wetlands contiguous 
with fens within the construction limits; therefore, this Regional Condition is not 
applicable. 

 
17. Activities within 100 Feet of a Natural Spring:  There are no natural springs within 
100 feet of the construction limits; therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
 

USACE Sacramento District’s Regional Conditions – 2) Conditions Applicable to 
California Only 

 
1. Revocation of all NWPs in the Tahoe Basin:  This project lies outside the Lake 
Tahoe Basin; therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 
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2. Revocation of NWPs 29 and 39 in the Primary and Secondary Zones of the Legal 
Delta:  This project lies outside both the Primary and Secondary Zones of the Legal 
Delta; therefore, this Regional Condition is not applicable. 

 
 
 

                            * * * * * * *  
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Nationwide 
Permit Summary 
33 CFR Part 330; Issuance of Nationwide 
Permits – March 19, 2007 includes 
corrections of May 8, 2007 and addition of 
regional conditions December 2007 

 
14. Linear Transportation Projects. Activities required for the 
construction, expansion, modification, or improvement of linear 
transportation projects (e.g., roads, highways, railways, trails, 
airport runways, and taxiways) in waters of the United States. 
For linear transportation projects in non-tidal waters, the 
discharge cannot cause the loss of greater than 1/2-acre of waters 
of the United States. For linear transportation projects in tidal 
waters, the discharge cannot cause the loss of greater than 1/3-
acre of waters of the United States. Any stream channel 
modification, including bank stabilization, is limited to the 
minimum necessary to construct or protect the linear 
transportation project; such modifications must be in the 
immediate vicinity of the project. 

This NWP also authorizes temporary structures, fills, and work 
necessary to construct the linear transportation project. 
Appropriate measures must be taken to maintain normal 
downstream flows and minimize flooding to the maximum 
extent practicable, when temporary structures, work, and 
discharges, including cofferdams, are necessary for construction 
activities, access fills, or dewatering of construction sites. 
Temporary fills must consist of materials, and be placed in a 
manner, that will not be eroded by expected high flows. 
Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and the 
affected areas returned to pre-construction elevations. The areas 
affected by temporary fills must be revegetated, as appropriate. 

This NWP cannot be used to authorize non-linear features 
commonly associated with transportation projects, such as 
vehicle maintenance or storage buildings, parking lots, train 
stations, or aircraft hangars.  

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction 
notification to the district engineer prior to commencing the 
activity if: (1) the loss of waters of the United States exceeds 
1/10 acre; or (2) there is a discharge in a special aquatic site, 
including wetlands. (See general condition 27.) (Sections 10 and 
404) 

Note: Some discharges for the construction of farm roads or 
forest roads, or temporary roads for moving mining equipment, 
may qualify for an exemption under Section 404(f) of the Clean 
Water Act (see 33 CFR 323.4) 

 
A. Nationwide Permit General Conditions 

Note: To qualify for NWP authorization, the prospective 
permittee must comply with the following general conditions, as 
appropriate, in addition to any regional or case-specific 
conditions imposed by the division engineer or district engineer. 
Prospective permittees should contact the appropriate Corps 
district office to determine if regional conditions have been 
imposed on an NWP. Prospective permittees should also contact 

the appropriate Corps district office to determine the status of 
Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification and/or 
Coastal Zone Management Act consistency for an NWP. 

 1.  Navigation.   

 (a) No activity may cause more than a minimal 
adverse effect on navigation. 

  (b) Any safety lights and signals prescribed by the 
U.S. Coast Guard, through regulations or otherwise, must 
be installed and maintained at the permittee’s expense on 
authorized facilities in navigable waters of the United 
States. 

  (c)  The permittee understands and agrees that, if 
future operations by the United States require the 
removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the structure or 
work herein authorized, or if, in the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative, 
said structure or work shall cause unreasonable 
obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, 
the permittee will be required, upon due notice from the 
Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter the 
structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without 
expense to the United States. No claim shall be made 
against the United States on account of any such removal 
or alteration. 

 2. Aquatic Life Movements. No activity may 
substantially disrupt the necessary life cycle movements of those 
species of aquatic life indigenous to the waterbody, including 
those species that normally migrate through the area, unless the 
activity’s primary purpose is to impound water. Culverts placed 
in streams must be installed to maintain low flow conditions. 

  3 Spawning Areas. Activities in spawning areas during 
spawning seasons must be avoided to the maximum extent 
practicable. Activities that result in the physical destruction (e.g., 
through excavation, fill, or downstream smothering by 
substantial turbidity) of an important spawning area are not 
authorized. 

  4. Migratory Bird Breeding Areas. Activities in waters 
of the United States that serve as breeding areas for migratory 
birds must be avoided to the maximum extent practicable. 

 5. Shellfish Beds. No activity may occur in areas of 
concentrated shellfish populations, unless the activity is directly 
related to a shellfish harvesting activity authorized by NWPs 4 
and 48. 

 6. Suitable Material. No activity may use unsuitable 
material (e.g., trash, debris, car bodies, asphalt, etc.). Material 
used for construction or discharged must be free from toxic 
pollutants in toxic amounts (see Section 307 of the Clean Water 
Act). 

 7. Water Supply Intakes. No activity may occur in the 
proximity of a public water supply intake, except where the 
activity is for the repair or improvement of public water supply 
intake structures or adjacent bank stabilization. 

 8. Adverse Effects From Impoundments. If the activity 
creates an impoundment of water, adverse effects to the aquatic 
system due to accelerating the passage of water, and/or 
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restricting its flow must be minimized to the maximum extent 
practicable. 

 9. Management of Water Flows. To the maximum extent 
practicable, the pre-construction course, condition, capacity, and 
location of open waters must be maintained for each activity, 
including stream channelization and storm water management 
activities, except as provided below. The activity must be 
constructed to withstand expected high flows. The activity must 
not restrict or impede the passage of normal or high flows, 
unless the primary purpose of the activity is to impound water or 
manage high flows. The activity may alter the pre-construction 
course, condition, capacity, and location of open waters if it 
benefits the aquatic environment (e.g., stream restoration or 
relocation activities). 

 10. Fills Within 100-Year Floodplains. The activity must 
comply with applicable FEMA-approved state or local 
floodplain management requirements. 

 11. Equipment. Heavy equipment working in wetlands or 
mudflats must be placed on mats, or other measures must be 
taken to minimize soil disturbance. 

 12. Soil Erosion and Sediment Controls. Appropriate soil 
erosion and sediment controls must be used and maintained in 
effective operating condition during construction, and all 
exposed soil and other fills, as well as any work below the 
ordinary high water mark or high tide line, must be permanently 
stabilized at the earliest practicable date. Permittees are 
encouraged to perform work within waters of the United States 
during periods of low-flow or no-flow. 

 13. Removal of Temporary Fills. Temporary fills must be 
removed in their entirety and the affected areas returned to pre-
construction elevations. The affected areas must be revegetated, 
as appropriate. 

 14. Proper Maintenance. Any authorized structure or fill 
shall be properly maintained, including maintenance to ensure 
public safety. 

 15.  Wild and Scenic Rivers. No activity may occur in a 
component of the National Wild and Scenic River System, or in 
a river officially designated by Congress as a “study river” for 
possible inclusion in the system while the river is in an official 
study status, unless the appropriate Federal agency with direct 
management responsibility for such river, has determined in 
writing that the proposed activity will not adversely affect the 
Wild and Scenic River designation or study status. Information 
on Wild and Scenic Rivers may be obtained from the appropriate 
Federal land management agency in the area (e.g., National Park 
Service, U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service). 

 16. Tribal Rights. No activity or its operation may impair 
reserved tribal rights, including, but not limited to, reserved 
water rights and treaty fishing and hunting rights. 

 17.  Endangered Species.  

  (a) No activity is authorized under any NWP 
which is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a 
threatened or endangered species or a species proposed 
for such designation, as identified under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), or which will destroy or 
adversely modify the critical habitat of such species. No 

activity is authorized under any NWP which “may affect” 
a listed species or critical habitat, unless Section 7 
consultation addressing the effects of the proposed 
activity has been completed. 

  (b) Federal agencies should follow their own 
procedures for complying with the requirements of the 
ESA. Federal permittees must provide the district 
engineer with the appropriate documentation to 
demonstrate compliance with those requirements. 

  (c) Non-federal permittees shall notify the 
district engineer if any listed species or designated critical 
habitat might be affected or is in the vicinity of the 
project, or if the project is located in designated critical 
habitat, and shall not begin work on the activity until 
notified by the district engineer that the requirements of 
the ESA have been satisfied and that the activity is 
authorized. For activities that might affect Federally-listed 
endangered or threatened species or designated critical 
habitat, the pre-construction notification must include the 
name(s) of the endangered or threatened species that may 
be affected by the proposed work or that utilize the 
designated critical habitat that may be affected by the 
proposed work. The district engineer will determine 
whether the proposed activity “may affect” or will have 
“no effect” to listed species and designated critical habitat 
and will notify the non-Federal applicant of the Corps’ 
determination within 45 days of receipt of a complete pre-
construction notification. In cases where the non-Federal 
applicant has identified listed species or critical habitat 
that might be affected or is in the vicinity of the project, 
and has so notified the Corps, the applicant shall not 
begin work until the Corps has provided notification the 
proposed activities will have “no effect” on listed species 
or critical habitat, or until Section 7 consultation has been 
completed. 

  (d) As a result of formal or informal 
consultation with the FWS or NMFS the district engineer 
may add species-specific regional endangered species 
conditions to the NWPs. 

  (e) Authorization of an activity by a NWP does 
not authorize the “take” of a threatened or endangered 
species as defined under the ESA. In the absence of 
separate authorization (e.g., an ESA Section 10 Permit, a 
Biological Opinion with “incidental take” provisions, etc.) 
from the U.S. FWS or the NMFS, both lethal and non-
lethal “takes” of protected species are in violation of the 
ESA. Information on the location of threatened and 
endangered species and their critical habitat can be 
obtained directly from the offices of the U.S. FWS and 
NMFS or their world wide Web pages at 
http://www.fws.gov/ and 
http://www.noaa.gov/fisheries.html respectively. 

 18. Historic Properties. 

  (a)  In cases where the district engineer 
determines that the activity may affect properties listed, or 
eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic 
Places, the activity is not authorized, until the 
requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) have been satisfied. 







































State of California    Business, Transportation, and Housing Agency 
M E M O R A N D U M       Flex your power! 
          Be energy efficient! 
 

To: Project File      July 6, 2010 
  

    03-Environmental Management 
    02-SHA-5-PM 30.55R 

03 172 02 2C2301 
        Tunnel Gulch Viaduct  

   
From:  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – Chris Quiney, Office of Environmental Management,   
P. O. Box 496073, Redding, CA 96049-6073 
            
Subject:  Non-Reporting U.S. Army Corps Nationwide Permit 14 (Linear Transportation 
Projects) 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is initiating a project to rehabilitate and 
seismically retrofit the Tunnel Gulch Viaduct (Bridge No. 06-0131R) on Interstate 5 in Shasta 
County, approximately 10.6 miles north of the city of Redding.  The project will be constructed in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
Nationwide Permit 14 (Linear Transportation Projects) [NWP14].  The project will not result in a 
loss of waters of the United States greater than 0.10 acre nor will it result in a discharge to a 
special aquatic site, including wetlands.  Based on the terms of the NWP14, notification to the 
USACE is not required.  Attached is a copy of the NWP terms and conditions, a NWP 
General/Regional Condition Checklist, pre-construction photographs of the project site, a map 
delineating impacts within jurisdictional waters, and preliminary project plans. 
 
Project purpose and need: Caltrans bridge maintenance reports indicate deterioration and 
stress damage in the concrete deck and superstructure.  Additionally, the structure does not 
meet modern seismic standards. 
 
Seismic work will occur at the base of piers number 2 and 5.  The piers are located above the 
full pool elevation of Shasta Lake, which is 1,069.7 feet above sea level.  The only 
encroachment within jurisdictional waters (below the full pool elevation of Shasta Lake) would 
result from construction of a segment of a temporary access road.  Temporary construction 
access roads will be required to access each work area.  Access roads will be approximately 20 
feet in width and capable of supporting heavy construction equipment such as a crane, drill rig, 
excavator, loader, concrete trucks, dump trucks, and large flatbed trailers.  In addition, a level 
work pad will be required at the base of piers number 2 and 5.  It is anticipated that access will 
be gained from the southeast, northwest, and/or northeast quadrant of the structure depending 
on lake levels during the construction period.  Construction of access roads will require the 
removal of small conifers between I-5 and the lakeshore.  If access is gained from the southeast 
quadrant, the following work would be required below the full pool elevation of the lake: 
 
Only a portion of the access road approximately 300 feet in length (approximately 0.25 acre) 
would be located below the full pool elevation of the lake.  This area is located below the viaduct 
between piers 2 and 5. The area is devoid of substantial vegetation.  Construction of the  
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