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General: 
This PCR Summary clarifies various PLAC requirements. Perform all work described in the PLACs on behalf of the Department unless 

otherwise stated below in Table 2. If a discrepancy exists between the PCR Summary and the PLAC, the PCR Summary governs. 

Definitions: 
Agency: A board, agency, or other entity that issues a PLAC 

Activity: A task, event or other project element 

PLAC Condition: a work activity and/or submittal required by a PLAC 

 

Table 1 - Clarification of PLAC Requirements 

PLAC Name Section of the PLAC PLAC Requirement 

All PLACs Applicable PLAC sections 

Submittals: 
Submit to the Engineer when PLAC conditions require: 

1.  Communications. The Engineer will contact the 

agencies. 

2.  Records to be maintained, within 5 working days 

after the activity. 

3.  Submittals 5 days before the agencies require them. 

The Engineer will review and submit to the agencies. 

North Coast Regional Water Quality 

Control Board Water Quality 

Certification WDID#1A13142WNDN 

Pages 5-7 

Project Specific Condition 2 – Comply with section 14-

6.02 

Standard Conditions 3 to 18 – Comply with section 13. 

California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Streambed Alteration 

Agreement Notification No: 1600-2013-

0343-R1 

Measures to Protect Fish and Wildlife 

Resources - Administrative Measures 

Measure 1.4. Both you and the Department will agree to 

allow DFG personnel to enter the project site at any 

time, after notifying the Resident Engineer, to verify 

compliance with the Agreement 

Measures to Protect Fish and Wildlife 

Resources - Avoidance and 

Minimization Measures 

Measure 2.2- Comply with section 10-1.03 for culvert 

work. 

Measure 2.4 to 2.17. – Comply with section 13. 

Measure 2.18, to 2.20 – Comply with plans on culvert 

replacement and size. 

Measure 2.21 – Include in requirements of section 15-6. 
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California Department of Parks and 

Recreation Del Norte Redwoods Right 

of Entry Permit 

Page 5 of 9 

Condition 10 Temporary Construction Easements at 

Plan Sheets D-4 and D-6.  Access is only allowed 

directly off Highway Right of Way 

Page 6 of 9 

Condition 13. Furnish and install ESA fencing will be 

directed by the Engineer if necessary and will be change 

order work. 

 

 

 

 

Table 2 - Work to be Performed by the Department 

PLAC Name Section of the PLAC PLAC Requirement 

North Coast Regional Water Quality 

Control Board Water Quality 

Certification WDID#1A13142WNDN 

Page 4 Project Specific Condition 1 

Pages 7, 8 Standard Conditions 19 to 25 

California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Streambed Alteration 

Agreement Notification No: 1600-2013-

0343-R1 

Measures to Protect Fish and Wildlife Resources – 

Administrative Measures 

Measures 1.1 to 1.3 

Measures to Protect Fish and Wildlife Resources - 

Avoidance and Minimization Measures 

Measure 2.3. Minimization measures for 

required by you will be change order work. 

Measure 2.5. Any required temporary clear 

water diversion will be change order work. 

 Measures to Protect Fish and Wildlife Resources – 

Reporting Measures 

Measure 3.1 
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Place New 36" Downdrain w/ CIDH Anchors

Place New 36" Culvert

Abandon Existing 36" Culvert

PM 22.69

DN-101

Hamilton Road

     PM 22.69
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TOWNSHIP 15 NORTH RANGE 1 WEST HUMBOLDT MERIDIAN

COUNTY OF DEL NORTE

DEL NORTE REDWOODS STATE PARK
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9
.
5
4
’

53.
76’

ABANDON EXISTING 36" X xxx’  CSP

EXISTING CIDH PILING

CABLE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY

REMOVE EXISTING DD
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March	7,	2014	
	

	

In	the	Matter	of	
	

Water	Quality	Certification		
	

for	the	
	

California	Department	of	Transportation	
State	Route	101,	Del	Norte	Culvert	and	Drainage	Repairs	

(Caltrans	EA	No.	01‐49910)	
WDID	No.	1A13142WNDN	

	
	

APPLICANT:	 California	Department	of	Transportation	

RECEIVING	WATERS:	 McGarvey	and	Wilson	Creeks,	Pacific	Ocean,	Elk	Creek	Wetlands		

HYDROLOGIC	UNITS:	 Smith	River	Hydrologic	Unit	No.	103.00,	Klamath	River	Hydrologic	
Unit	No.	105.00	

COUNTY:	 Del	Norte	

FILE	NAME:	 140304	BJT_CDOT_DN101_CulvertDrainageRepairs.docx	
	
	
FINDINGS	BY	THE	EXECUTIVE	OFFICER:	
	
1. On	November	20,	2013,	the	North	Coast	Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board	

(Regional	Water	Board)	received	an	application	from	the	California	Department	of	
Transportation	(Caltrans)	requesting	Federal	Clean	Water	Act	(CWA)	section	401,	
Water	Quality	Certification	(certification)	for	activities	related	to	the	Del	Norte	State	
Route	101	Culvert	and	Drainage	Repairs	Project	(Project).	
	 	

2. Hydrologic	Unit:		The	proposed	Project	would	cause	disturbances	to	jurisdictional	
tributaries	of:	
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 McGarvey	Creek—Klamath	Glen	Hydrologic	Sub	Area	(CalWater	Number	105.11);	

 Elk	Creek	wetlands—Smith	River	Plain	Hydrologic	Sub	Area	(CalWater	Number	
103.11);		

 Wilson	Creek—Klamath	Glen	Hydrologic	Sub	Area	(CalWater	Number	105.11);	and	

 Pacific	Ocean,	all	within	the	Smith	River	Hydrologic	Unit	(CalWater	Number	103.00).		
The	proposed	Project	would	also	cause	disturbances	to	jurisdictional	tributaries	of	
Wilson	Creek,	within	the	Lower	Klamath	River	Hydrologic	Area	(CalWater	Number	
105.10).	

	
3. Public	Notice:		The	Regional	Water	Board	provided	public	notice	of	the	application	

pursuant	to	title	23,	California	Code	of	Regulations,	section	3858	on	January	17,	2014,	
and	posted	information	describing	the	project	on	the	Regional	Water	Board’s	website.		
No	comments	were	received.	

	
4. Project	Description	The	proposed	Project	would	occur	at	seven	locations	along	State	

Route	(SR)	101	between	post‐miles	0.95	and	23.60,	in	Del	Norte	County.		The	purpose	
of	the	Project	is	to	repair	compromised	drainage	systems.		Project	elements	would	
include	the	following	work	at	the	designated	post‐miles	(PM):			

 PM	0.95:		A	24‐inch	downdrain	will	be	replaced,	in‐kind.		This	work	would	occur	
between	September	15	and	October	15;	

 PM	15.65:		The	existing	36‐inch	welded	steel	pipe	would	be	lined	with	a	new	plastic	
liner.		The	voids	between	the	liner	and	the	existing	pipe	would	be	filled	with	grout.		
There	will	be	some	ground	disturbance	to	access	the	site	with	equipment	at	the	
culvert	inlet,	but	no	vegetation	or	tree	removal	will	be	necessary.		This	work	would	
occur	between	September	15	and	October	15;	

 PM	22.69:		The	existing	36‐inch	culvert	would	be	abandoned	in	place,	capped	and	
slurry	or	sand	would	be	pumped	into	the	existing	pipe.		A	new	36‐inch	pipe	would	
be	placed	beneath	the	roadway	using	the	existing	inlet	and	outlet	locations.		Rock‐
slope	protection	would	not	be	placed	at	the	outlet	and	vegetation	or	trees	would	not	
require	removal.		Work	would	take	approximately	one	week;	

 PM	23.08:		The	existing	18‐inch	corrugated	steel	pipe	and	downdrain	would	be	
removed	and	a	new,	24‐inch	culvert	and	inlet	headwall	would	be	placed.		All	work	
would	be	performed	from	the	roadway	and	completed	in	approximately	one	week;	

 PM	23.43:		The	existing	42‐inch	welded	steel	pipe	would	be	lined	with	a	new	plastic	
liner.		The	voids	between	the	liner	and	the	existing	pipe	would	be	filled	with	grout.		
There	will	be	some	ground	disturbance	to	access	the	site	with	equipment	at	the	
culvert	inlet,	but	no	vegetation	or	tree	removal	will	be	necessary.		This	work	would	
take	approximately	two	to	three	days	to	complete;	and	

 PM	23.64:		Approximately	350‐feet	of	an	existing	earthen	drainage	ditch,	beginning	
at	the	outlet	of	a	cross	culvert	at	PM	26.64,	would	be	filled	with	rock	and	planted	
with	willow	to	reduce	erosion	along	its	length.		This	work	would	take	approximately	
one	week	and	occur	between	June	15	and	October	15.	
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5. Construction	Duration:		Project	implementation	is	expected	to	be	completed	between	

June	15	and	October	15	of	either	2014	or	2015.	
	
6. Permanent	Impacts:		Caltrans	has	determined	that	Project	implementation	would	

result	in	approximately	0.04	acres	(350	linear	feet)	of	permanent	impacts	to	
jurisdictional	waters,	all	associated	with	rock	placement	at	PM	23.64.	

	
7. Temporary	Impacts:	Caltrans	has	determined	that	the	proposed	Project	would	result	

in	approximately	0.09	acres	(230	linear	feet)	of	temporary	impacts	to	jurisdictional	
waters	as	a	result	of	clearing	shrubs	for	construction	access.	

	
8. Mitigation	for	Permanent	Impacts:		Caltrans	shall	plant	109	willows	along	350	linear	

feet	of	the	existing	drainage	ditch	starting	approximately	at	PM	26.64.	
	
9. Post‐Construction	Stormwater	Treatment:		Post‐construction	stormwater	treatment	

is	not	required	because	this	Project	will	not	increase	the	area	of	impervious	surface.	
	
10. Disturbed	Soil	Area:		Project	implementation	would	result	in	less	than	one	acre	of	

disturbed	soil	area.		Caltrans	shall	ensure	that	erosion	and	sediment	control,	site	
housekeeping,	and	other	appropriate	pollution	prevention	best	management	practices	
are	employed	to	prevent	violations	of	water	quality	standards.	

	
11. Utility	Relocations:		Utility	relocations	are	not	certified	for	this	project.	

	
12. Other	Agency	Actions:		Caltrans	has	applied	for	coverage	under	United	States	Army	

Corps	of	Engineers	Nationwide	Permit	No.	3,	Maintenance,	pursuant	to	Clean	Water	Act,	
section	404.		Caltrans	has	also	submitted	a	draft	Streambed	Alteration	Agreement	to	the	
California	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	for	review.	
	

13. CEQA	Compliance:	On	October	15,	2013,	the	California	Department	of	Transportation,	
acting	as	lead	agency,	filed	a	Notice	of	Exemption	(section	15301,	Existing	Facilities)	for	
the	proposed	Project	in	order	to	comply	with	the	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	
(CEQA).		The	Regional	Water	Board	has	considered	the	environmental	documentation,	
and	has	determined	that	the	Project	is	categorically	exempt	from	CEQA	and	has	filed	a	
Notice	of	Exemption.	

	
14. Antidegradation	Policy:		The	federal	antidegradation	policy	requires	that	state	water	

quality	standards	include	an	antidegradation	policy	consistent	with	the	federal	policy.		
The	State	Water	Board	established	California’s	antidegradation	policy	in	State	Water	
Board	Resolution	No.	68‐16.		Resolution	No.	68‐16	incorporates	the	federal	
antidegradation	policy	where	the	federal	policy	applies	under	federal	law.		Resolution	
No.	68‐16	requires	that	existing	quality	of	waters	be	maintained	unless	degradation	is	
justified	based	on	specific	findings.		The	Regional	Water	Board’s	Basin	Plan	implements,	



Caltrans	State	Route	101	 ‐	4	‐	 March	7,	2014	
Del	Norte	Culvert	and	Drainage	Repairs	
WDID	No.	1A13142WNDN	
	

	
	
	

and	incorporates	by	reference,	both	the	State	and	federal	antidegradation	policies.		This	
certification	is	consistent	with	applicable	federal	and	State	antidegradation	policies,	as	
it	does	not	authorize	the	discharge	of	increased	concentrations	of	pollutants	or	
increased	volumes	of	treated	wastewater,	and	does	not	otherwise	authorize	
degradation	of	the	waters	affected	by	this	Project.	

	
15. This	discharge	is	also	regulated	under	State	Water	Resources	Control	Board	Order	No.	

2003‐0017‐DWQ,	"General	Waste	Discharge	Requirements	for	Dredge	and	Fill	
Discharges	That	Have	Received	State	Water	Quality	Certification,"	which	requires	
compliance	with	all	conditions	of	this	certification.	

	
Receiving	Waters:	 Tributaries	to	McGarvey	and	Wilson	Creeks,	Pacific	Ocean,	and	Elk	

Creek	Wetlands	

Filled	and/or	
Excavated	Areas:	

Permanent	–	jurisdictional	waters	 0.04	acres	(350	linear	feet)	

Temporary	–	jurisdictional	waters	 0.09	acres	(230	linear	feet)	

Dredge	Volume:	 none	

Fill	Volume:	 Permanent	–	140	cubic	yards	

Mitigation	proposed:	 Planting	109	willows	along	350	linear	feet	of	drainage	ditch	starting	
at	PM	26.64	

Latitude/Longitude:	 PM	0.95:	41.477315	N,	124.046853	W		
PM	15.65:	41.644394	N,	124.113810	W	
PM	22.69:	41.723612	N,	124.139283	W	
PM	23.08:	41.728930	N,	124.143215	W	
PM	23.43:	41.732855	N,	124.147533	W	
PM	23.64:	41.734507	N,	124.150677	W	
PM	23.87:	41.736528	N,	124.154808	W	

	
Accordingly,	based	on	its	independent	review	of	the	record,	the	Regional	Water	Board	
certifies	that	the	Del	Norte	State	Route	101	Culvert	and	Drainage	Repairs	Project	(WDID	
No.	1A13142WNDN),	as	described	in	the	application	will	comply	with	sections	301,	302,	
303,	306	and	307	of	the	Clean	Water	Act,	and	with	applicable	provisions	of	state	law,	
provided	that	the	Caltrans	complies	with	the	following	terms	and	conditions:	
	
All	conditions	of	this	certification	apply	to	Caltrans	(and	all	its	employees)	and	all	
contractors	(and	their	employees),	sub‐contractors	(and	their	employees),	and	any	
other	entity	or	agency	that	performs	activities	or	work	on	the	project	(including	the	
off‐site	mitigation	lands)	as	related	to	this	Water	Quality	Certification.	
	
Project‐Specific	Condition	Requiring	Reports	(continued)	
1. Caltrans	shall	plant	109	willows	along	350	linear	feet	of	the	existing	drainage	ditch	

starting	approximately	at	PM	26.64.		Planting,	monitoring,	and	reporting	shall	be	
implemented	consistent	with	the	Route‐101,	Post	Mile	23.64	Revegetation	Plan	
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Project‐Specific	Condition	Requiring	Reports	(continued)	
(Attachment	A).			

	
Project‐Specific	Condition	(continued)	
2. Project	activities	shall	not	result	in	tree	removal.	
	
Standard	Conditions	(continued)	

3. All	Project	activities	and	BMPs	shall	be	implemented	according	to	the	submitted	
application	materials	and	the	findings	and	conditions	of	this	certification.		Subsequent	
changes	to	the	Project	that	could	significantly	impact	water	quality	shall	first	be	
submitted	to	Regional	Water	Board	staff	for	prior	review,	consideration,	and	written	
concurrence.		The	Regional	Water	Board	recommends	Caltrans	either	consult	with	
Regional	Water	Board	staff	or	use	the	best	professional	judgment	of	Caltrans	
environmental	staff	to	determine	if	Project	changes	may	significantly	affect	water	
quality	and	warrant	notification	to	the	Regional	Water	Board.		If	the	Regional	Water	
Board	is	not	notified	of	a	significant	alteration	to	the	project,	it	will	be	considered	a	
violation	of	this	Order,	and	Caltrans	may	be	subject	to	Regional	Water	Board	
enforcement	actions.	
	

4. All	conditions	required	by	this	Order	shall	be	included	in	the	Contract	Documents	
prepared	by	Caltrans	for	the	contractor.		In	addition,	Caltrans	shall	require	
compliance	with	all	conditions	included	in	this	Order	in	the	bid	contract	for	this	
Project.	
	

5. Caltrans	shall	ensure	that	erosion	and	sediment	control,	site	housekeeping,	and	other	
appropriate	pollution	prevention	best	management	practices	are	employed	to	prevent	
violations	of	water	quality	standards.	
	

6. Caltrans	is	prohibited	from	discharging	waste	to	waters	of	the	State,	unless	explicitly	
authorized	by	this	certification.		For	example,	no	debris,	soil,	silt,	sand,	bark,	slash,	
sawdust,	rubbish,	cement	or	concrete	or	concrete	washings,	welding	slag,	oil	or	
petroleum	products,	or	other	organic	or	earthen	material	from	any	construction	or	
associated	activity	of	whatever	nature,	shall	be	allowed	to	enter	into	State	waters.		

	
7. Except	for	temporary	stockpiling	of	waste	generated	during	demolition	operations	

(“temporary”	in	this	instance	means	generated	and	removed	during	the	same	
working	day),	waste	materials	shall	not	be	placed	in	a	manner	where	the	materials	
may	be	transported	into	waters	of	the	State.		Waste	materials	shall	not	be	placed	
within	100	linear	feet	of	State	waters.		Exceptions	to	the	100‐foot	limit	may	be	
granted	on	a	case‐by‐case	basis	provided	Caltrans	first	submits	a	proposal	in	writing	
that	is	found	acceptable	by	Regional	Water	Board	staff.	
	

8. Caltrans	is	liable	and	responsible	for	the	proper	disposal	of	Project‐generated	waste.		
Additionally,	when	handling,	transporting,	and	disposing	of	Project‐generated	waste,	
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Standard	Conditions	(continued)	

Caltrans	and	their	contractors	shall:	
i) Comply	with	all	applicable	State	and	Federal	laws	and	regulations;	
ii) Make	appropriate	arrangements	to	dispose	of	the	material,	including,	but	

not	limited	to,	property	owner	agreements,	permits,	licenses,	and	
environmental	clearances;	

iii) Obtain	satisfactory	evidence	that	the	work	in	8.i	has	been	completed;	and	
iv) Obtain	a	dated,	signed	manifest	from	the	disposal	site	owner,	or	

authorized	representative,	that	identifies	the	type	and	quantity	of	
disposed	waste.	

	
9. Fueling,	lubrication,	maintenance,	storage	and	staging	of	vehicles	and	equipment	

shall	be	prohibited	within	waters	of	the	State	(e.g.,	gravel	bars,	seeps,	ephemeral	
streams)	and	riparian	areas.		Caltrans	shall	not	use	leaking	vehicles	or	equipment	
within	State	waters	or	riparian	areas.			
	

10. Caltrans	shall	prioritize	the	use	of	wildlife‐friendly	biodegradable	(not	photo‐
degradable)	erosion	control	products	wherever	feasible.		Caltrans	shall	not	use	or	
allow	the	use	of	erosion	control	products	that	contain	synthetic	netting	for	
permanent	erosion	control	(i.e.,	erosion	control	materials	to	be	left	in	place	for	two	
years	or	after	the	completion	date	of	the	project).		If	Caltrans	finds	that	erosion	
control	netting	or	products	have	entrapped	or	harmed	wildlife,	personnel	shall	
remove	the	netting	or	product	and	replace	it	with	wildlife‐friendly	biodegradable	
products.			

	
11. Caltrans	shall	not	use	or	allow	the	use	of	erosion	control	products	that	contain	

synthetic	materials	within	waters	of	the	United	States	or	waters	of	the	State	at	any	
time,	with	the	exception	of	plastic	sheeting	used	in	water	diversion	and	dewatering	
activities.		Caltrans	shall	first	request	approval	from	the	Regional	Water	Board	if	an	
exception	from	this	requirement	is	needed	for	a	specific	location.	
	

12. Work	in	flowing	or	standing	surface	waters,	unless	otherwise	proposed	in	the	project	
description	and	approved	by	the	Regional	Water	Board,	is	prohibited.	
	

13. Non‐stormwater	discharges	are	prohibited	unless	the	discharge	is	first	approved	by	
the	Regional	Water	Board	and	in	compliance	with	the	Basin	Plan.		If	construction	
dewatering	of	groundwater	is	necessary,	then	Caltrans	shall	use	a	method	of	water	
disposal	other	than	disposal	to	surface	waters,	such	as	land	disposal.		Groundwater	
disposed	of	to	land	shall	not	enter	State	waters.		Alternatively,	Caltrans	may	apply	for	
coverage	under	the	Low	Threat	Discharge	Permit	or	an	individual	National	Pollutant	
Discharge	Elimination	System	(NPDES)	Permit.		If	Caltrans	applies	for	coverage	under	
either	of	these	permits,	then	discharge	is	prohibited	until	Caltrans	has	received	
notification	of	coverage	under	the	respective	permit.	
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Standard	Conditions	(continued)	

14. Herbicides	and	pesticides	shall	not	be	used	within	the	Project	limits.		If	Caltrans	has	a	
compelling	case	as	to	why	herbicides	and	pesticides	should	be	used,	then	a	request	
for	herbicide	use	and	a	BMP	plan	may	be	submitted	to	the	Regional	Water	Board	staff	
for	review	and	authorization	to	proceed.	
	

15. This	Order	does	not	authorize	drafting	of	surface	waters.	
	

16. Caltrans	shall	provide	a	copy	of	this	certification	and	State	Water	Resources	Control	
Board	(SWRCB)	Order	No.	2003‐0017‐DWQ	(web	link	referenced	below)	to	the	
contractor	and	all	subcontractors	conducting	the	work,	and	require	that	copies	
remain	in	their	possession	at	the	work	site.		Caltrans	shall	be	responsible	for	work	
conducted	by	its	contractor	and	subcontractors.			
	

17. If	an	unauthorized	discharge	to	surface	waters	(including	wetlands,	rivers	or	
streams)	occurs,	or	any	other	threat	to	water	quality	arises	as	a	result	of	Project	
implementation,	the	associated	Project	activities	shall	cease	immediately	until	the	
threat	to	water	quality	is	otherwise	abated.		If	there	is	a	discharge	to	State	waters,	the	
Regional	Water	Board	shall	be	notified,	with	photographs	of	the	discharge	and	area	
contributing	to	the	discharge,	no	more	than	24	hours	after	the	discharge	occurs.		
	

18. Any	imported	fill	material	shall	be	clean	and	free	of	pollutants.		All	fill	material	shall	
be	imported	from	a	source	that	has	the	appropriate	environmental	clearances	and	
permits.		The	reuse	of	low‐level	contaminated	solids	as	fill	on‐site	shall	be	performed	
in	accordance	with	all	State	and	Federal	policies	and	established	guidelines	and	must	
be	submitted	to	the	Regional	Water	Board	for	review	and	consideration	of	
acceptance.	
	

19. The	validity	this	certification	is	conditioned	upon	total	payment	of	any	fee	required	
under	title	23,	California	Code	of	Regulations,	section	3833,	and	owed	by	Caltrans.		
The	Regional	Water	Board	received	$9,027	from	Caltrans	on	November	21,	2013.	
	

20. This	certification	action	is	not	intended	and	shall	not	be	construed	to	apply	to	any	
discharge	from	any	activity	involving	a	hydroelectric	facility	requiring	a	Federal	
Energy	Regulatory	Commission	(FERC)	license	or	an	amendment	to	a	FERC	license	
unless	the	pertinent	certification	application	was	filed	pursuant	to	title	23,	California	
Code	of	Regulations,	section	3855,	subdivision	(b)	and	the	application	specifically	
identified	that	a	FERC	license	or	amendment	to	a	FERC	license	for	a	hydroelectric	
facility	was	being	sought.	
	

21. In	the	event	of	any	violation	or	threatened	violation	of	the	conditions	of	this	
certification,	the	violation	or	threatened	violation	shall	be	subject	to	any	remedies,	
penalties,	process	or	sanctions	as	provided	for	under	applicable	state	or	federal	law.		
For	the	purposes	of	section	401(d)	of	the	Clean	Water	Act,	the	applicability	of	any	
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Standard	Conditions	(continued)	

state	law	authorizing	remedies,	penalties,	process	or	sanctions	for	the	violation	or	
threatened	violation	constitutes	a	limitation	necessary	to	assure	compliance	with	the	
water	quality	standards	and	other	pertinent	requirements	incorporated	into	this	
certification.		In	response	to	a	suspected	violation	of	any	condition	of	this	
certification,	the	State	Water	Board	may	require	the	holder	of	any	federal	permit	or	
license	subject	to	this	certification	to	furnish,	under	penalty	of	perjury,	any	technical	
or	monitoring	reports	the	State	Water	Board	deems	appropriate,	provided	that	the	
burden,	including	costs,	of	the	reports	shall	bear	a	reasonable	relationship	to	the	need	
for	the	reports	and	the	benefits	to	be	obtained	from	the	reports.		In	response	to	any	
violation	of	the	conditions	of	this	certification,	the	Regional	Water	Board	may	add	to	
or	modify	the	conditions	of	this	certification	as	appropriate	to	ensure	compliance.	
	

22. This	certification	action	is	subject	to	modification	or	revocation	upon	administrative	
or	judicial	review;	including	review	and	amendment	pursuant	to	Water	Code	section	
13330	and	title	23,	California	Code	of	Regulations,	section	3867.	
	

23. This	certification	is	not	transferable.		In	the	event	of	any	change	in	control	of	
ownership	of	land	presently	owned	or	controlled	by	Caltrans,	Caltrans	shall	notify	the	
successor‐in‐interest	of	the	existence	of	this	certification	by	letter	and	shall	forward	a	
copy	of	the	letter	to	the	Regional	Water	Board.		The	successor‐in‐interest	must	send	
to	the	Regional	Water	Board	Executive	Officer	a	written	request	for	transfer	of	this	
certification	to	discharge	dredged	or	fill	material	under	this	Order.		The	request	must	
contain	the	following:	

i) requesting	entity’s	full	legal	name;	
ii) the	state	of	incorporation,	if	a	corporation;	
iii) address	and	phone	number	of	contact	person;	and	
iv) a	description	of	any	changes	to	the	project	or	confirmation	that	the	

successor‐in‐interest	intends	to	implement	the	project	as	described	in	
this	Order.	

	
24. Except	as	may	be	modified	by	any	preceding	conditions,	all	certification	actions	are	

contingent	on:	a)	the	discharge	being	limited,	and	all	proposed	revegetation,	
avoidance,	minimization,	and	mitigation	measures	being	completed,	in	strict	
compliance	with	Caltrans’s	project	description	and	CEQA	documentation,	as	
approved	herein;		and	b)	compliance	with	all	applicable	water	quality	requirements	
and	water	quality	control	plans	including	the	requirements	of	the	Water	Quality	
Control	Plan	for	the	North	Coast	Region	(Basin	Plan),	and	amendments	thereto.			

	
25. The	authorization	of	this	certification	for	any	dredge	and	fill	activities	expires	on	

March	31,	2019.		Conditions	and	monitoring	requirements	outlined	in	this	Order	are	
not	subject	to	the	expiration	date	outlined	above,	and	remain	in	full	effect	and	are	
enforceable.	
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Condition	1	is	a	requirement	for	information	and	reports.		Any	requirement	for	
information	and	reports	made	as	a	condition	to	this	certification	is	a	formal	requirement	
pursuant	to	California	Water	Code	section	13267,	and	failure	or	refusal	to	provide,	or	
falsification	of	such	required	report	is	subject	to	civil	liability	as	described	in	California	
Water	Code,	Section	13268.	
	
The	Regional	Water	Board	may	add	to	or	modify	the	conditions	of	this	Order,	as	
appropriate,	to	implement	any	new	or	revised	water	quality	standards	and	implementation	
plans	adopted	or	approved	pursuant	to	the	Porter‐Cologne	Water	Quality	Control	Act	or	
section	303	of	the	Clean	Water	Act.	

	
Please	contact	our	staff	Environmental	Specialist/Caltrans	liaison,	Brendan	Thompson	at	
(707)	576‐2699,	or	via	e‐mail,	at	Brendan.Thompson@waterboards.ca.gov,	if	you	have	any	
questions.	
	
	
Original	signed	by	
_____________________________	
	 Matthias	St.	John	
	 Executive	Officer	
	
140307_BJT_dp_CDOT_DN101_CulvertDrainageRepairs_401	

	
Web	link:	 State	Water	Resources	Control	Board	Order	No.	2003‐0017	‐DWQ,	General	

Waste	Discharge	Requirements	for	Dredge	and	Fill	Discharges	That	Have	
Received	State	Water	Quality	Certification	can	be	found	at:	

	 http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_
quality/2003/wqo/wqo2003‐0017.pdf	

	
Original	to:	 Mr.	Scott	Lee,	Caltrans,	1656	Union	St.,	Eureka,	CA	95501	Scott.Lee@dot.ca.gov	
	
cc:	 U.S.	Army	Corps	of	Engineers,	Regulatory	Functions	‐	San	Francisco	District	

Laurie.A.Monarres@usace.army.mil	
Paula.C.Gill@usace.army.mil	
Jane.M.Hicks@usace.army.mil	
California	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife,	Bay	Delta	Region	
JoAnn.Dunn@wildlife.ca.gov	
Environmental	Protection	Agency,	Region	IX		
R9‐WTR8‐Mailbox@epa.gov	
David.Melendrez@dot.ca.gov	
Coady.Reynolds@dot.ca.gov	
Stateboard401@waterboards.ca.gov	
Stephen.Bargsten@waterboards.ca.gov	
	



Route-IOI, Post Mile 23.64
Revegetation Plan

Introduction

The following revegetation and monitoring plan is for a project to install rock rip-rap
downstream from the culvert outlet at PM 23.64 that carries an unnamed intermittent drainage
(ditch) along the west side of Route-I 0 1just north of Crescent City. The rock rip-rap will reduce
the opportunity for further erosion that is currently occurring.

The ditch now carries an intermittent stream that eventually drains into the Elk Creek Wetlands
Wildlife Area. The ditch in its current condition is eroding at its banks creating an incised ditch
with steep banks. The bank in its current condition is steep, and poses a potential risk to the
driving public as any vehicle that would make its way off the highway could end up in the
upended in this ditch. Currently the ditch is only vegetated at the tops of the banks with bunch
grasses, no riparian or wetlands species are present inside the banks of this feature.

The addition of rock rip-rap would serve to gently slope the banks, and to prevent further
incision and erosion. Incorporating willows into this feature would create a bioengineered
solution that would serve as an enhancement of the existing condition and provide a more
permanent fix to the erosion problem. As well, the bioengineered solution would increase the
current beneficial uses by providing shading, aquatic wildlife habitat, erosion control, and more
substrate for filtration.

Revegetation Goal

The goal of this revegetation effort is to offset the permanent fill to the intermittent ditch that
will result from installation of the rock rip rap. The revegetation will enhance the natural plant
community, provide additional stability to the stream banks, and decrease invasive species'
establishment. In addition, successful revegetation will help shade the watercourse, which will
provide cooler water temperatures for aquatic species.

Revegetation Methods

The nature of the permanent impacts to jurisdictional features will include the placement of 140-
cy rock slope protection (RSP) that will extend 350-linear ft. downstream from culvert outlet.
This impact will serve as an increase of beneficial uses by preventing further incising of the
drainage ditch. All work will be completed in the dry season to avoid impacts such as turbidity.
Temporary disturbances will be necessary of ground cover for access to make repairs to currently
failing eroding ditch. These repairs should be an increase to beneficial uses.

In order to fulfill the requirement to plant within the confines of the available right-of-way and
the ditch, revegetation will consist of planting approximately 130 Hooker's willow (Salix
hookeriana) cuttings. It was calculated that 109 willows would be sufficient for the area needed
for planting, a 20 percent increase was added to account of loss of survival. Willows have not
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been observed in the project area, possibly due to the amount of scour currently occurring at the
site. The choice of using willow cuttings is based on the following:

• Willows have been seen along other streams and in ditches not far from this site.

• Planting willow cuttings would result in quicker plant growth adjacent to the stream than
if container plants were used.

• Site conditions, including the limited area for planting and potential for high stream
flows, are not suitable for installing container plants.

Willow sprigging will be implemented as follows:

• Harvest and plant cuttings when willows are dormant (early winter to early spring), after
first set of seasonal rains and no later than March.

• A staggered line or group planting of willows 5 to 10 feet on center.

• Cuttings should be harvested from local and native sources, and include a variety of
willows present to maintain genetic and sexual diversity (generally willows have separate
sexes). Also any collection efforts should be well dispersed so as to not adversely impact
existing riparian vegetation.

• Cuttings should be selected from young shoots/wood with small cuttings approximately 1
inch by 18 inches and larger cuttings 2 to 3 inches by 18 to 36 inches. Length of the
cutting can vary depending on depth to ground water contact.

• Cuttings need to be hydrated between harvest and planting. Preferably soaked in water
several days to a week to stimulate rooting prior to planting, but not over two weeks
when rooting begins and shearing of new roots would occur with sprigging.

• Branches should be trimmed off of the cuttings above the branch collar with the bottom
end cut to a point for easier installation and identification of the bottom end during
installation. A wooden or plastic mallet is recommended for driving in the cuttings as it
tends not to split the shoot, and a dab of pruning tar on the top of the cutting will help
minimize desiccation.

• Cuttings should be planted to depth of75 to 80 percent of their length, and care taken to
plant cutting with buds pointing up and bottom end of cutting in ground water throughout
growing season.

• A total of $35,000 has been allocated to perform the revegetation efforts, and will include
hiring crews for collecting and planting native willow vegetation.

Monitoring and Success Criteria
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Monitoring will be performed to ensure that the revegetation goals are met, and provide a
mechanism for corrective action if necessary. Monitoring will characterize extant conditions in
the field, and data collection will be reproducible and collected in a consistent manner.
Monitoring will be conducted for five years by a Caltrans Revegetation Specialist and/or project
Biologist with appropriate field survey experience.

Monitoring will consist of:

• Evaluation of cover by willow cuttings. The qualitative method for evaluating cover will
include use of a percent cover reference guide.

• Monitoring weed cover qualitatively through the use of and comparison with standard
vegetation percent cover diagrams to estimate cover in the revegetation area.

• Establishing reproducible photo points prior to plant installation and revisited each year
to document vegetation establishment and cover changes. Photos will be provided with
the annual and final monitoring reports. Additional or alternate photo points may need to
be installed if the original photo points fail to capture enough visual data.

• During the first two years, monitoring will be conducted to assess progress toward the
success criteria and identify and/or implement remedial or adaptive management
measures. The final monitoring will assess whether the success criteria have been met. If
survival is lower than expected, but natural recruitment of native species has
supplemented this shortfall, the success criteria may be adjusted.

Success Criteria will consist of:

• Cover by cuttings will be evaluated annually to ensure canopy (shade) cover is increasing
over time. Less than 5% relative cover of noxious weed species (per the most recent
USDA California State noxious weed list). It can be very difficult to keep noxious weeds
out of a recently-disturbed construction area. Factors contributing to why and how
noxious weed species infiltrate revegetation sites include amount of disturbance; amount
of weed species on adjacent lands; direction from which wind and water is coming from
and whether they may bring weed seeds into the planted area; seed dispersal by birds; and
non-use of herbicides on Caltrans' revegetation areas. An objective of revegetation
efforts at this site is that eventually, a mature woody canopy will shade out many noxious
weeds.

• Less than 10% cover of bare soil (to prevent soil erosion).

• The time line for meeting the success criteria will be five years after planting. Species
richness or diversity should be similar to previous and adjacent vegetation types. If
during the monitoring period it appears the success criteria may not be met by the end of
year five, Caltrans and the agencies will work together to determine potential reasons for
failure to meet the criteria and develop remediation measures and/or revised criteria.
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Remedial Actions and Adaptive Management

Dead or low vigor (less than 25% green material) plant material will be replaced as needed in the
fall or winter following the start of the seasonal rains during the plant establishment and
monitoring period to fill planting gaps, and to meet the revegetation goal and monitoring success
criteria. If any particular plant species within the revegetation areas demonstrates failure to
thrive, then other regionally appropriate native species may be substituted within the planted
area. Other remedial or adaptive management measures may be undertaken as necessary to
achieve compliance with the monitoring success criteria. All remedial or adaptive management
measures will be documented in the annual monitoring reports.

If sprigging methods are unsuccessful, container pots of suitable species may be installed.
However, due to the limited space, this may not be a viable option.

Reporting

Monitoring will occur for a minimal of three years (if success criteria are met) to five years.
Annual revegetation monitoring reports will be submitted to the California North Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board by the end of January, beginning three years after the
bioengineered solutions has been completed. The reports will include site photos. A final
monitoring report will be drafted in year three (or five if success has yet to be met) and submitted
for approval by the California North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board. The report
will evaluate how successful the restoration was with regard to the revegetation plan's goal,
objectives, and success criteria. The report will include a compilation of all monitoring data and
photo point documentation.
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