Received Oct 29 2013 11:21am
0CT-25~-2813 11:16 From:WABO 5187242391 To: 19162276282 Paee:2-/1@

WABO Landscape & Construction, Inc.

726 ALFRED NOBEL DR. HERCULES, CA 94547 LIC, 962263 A, B, & C27
(510) 7419226 FAX (510) 724-2391 bids@wabo.com

October 29, 2013

John McMillan

Deputy Division Chief

Division of Engineering Services
Office Engineer, MS 43

1727 30" Street

Sacramento, CA 95816

Phone: (916) 227-6280

Fax: (916) 2276282

Re: Contract 06-0Q5504,; Bid Opening Date: 10/15/2013

Dear Mr. McMillan:

WABO Landscape & Construction, Inc. (WABQ) hereby protests the bid submitted by Taber
Construction, Inc. (Taber), the apparent low bidder for Contract 06-0Q5504. WABQ submitted a
bid for the project and therefore has standing to file this protest. We protest Taber's bid on the
grounds that there is an apparent inconsistency between the information provided with Taber's
DBE Commitment form and the information on their Subcontractor List which calls into question
the accuracy of the Subcontractor List information.

Taber's Subcontractor List shows A-C Electric of Fresno (ACE) performing 100% of items 35
and 36 (Electrical Systems (Route 168) and Electrical Systems (Route 180) respectively). -
Taber's DBE Commitment Form lists Catco Services (Catco), of Oakland as providing “Electrical
Equipment” for bid items 12, 35, and 36.

If the Electrical Materials for items 35 and 36 are being purchased by Taber, as the currently
available evidence suggests, then Taber's bid shoutd be found non-responsive for failure to
properly complete the Subcontractor’s List form. Specifically, if Taber is responsible for
purchasing and providing the Electrical Equipment for bid items 35 and 36, Taber’s listing of
ACE to perform 100% of bid items 35 and 36 is inaccurate.

There is no indication on the DBE Commitment form that the supplier Gatco is a second tier
supplier The written confirmation of Catco’s participation is a letter from its owner, Carolyn
Taylor, saying that Catco will furnish $582,000 worth of Electrical Equipment and Materials for
this contract. As the letter is addressed to Brett Taber and no other company is mentioned, the
implication is that Taber is the purchasing agent. As no portion described, Catco is assumed to
be providing 100% of the Electrical Equipment for these bid items.

WABQ received a quote from ACE for this project (attached). The prices we received in our
quote from ACE closely match Taber's bid prices for items 35 and 36. The quote we received
from ACE gave no indication that ACE would be purchasing electrical equipment for the project
from a DBE. As the use of a DBE supplier would have made ACE’s bid more competitive, we
find it unusual that they would not have included this information with their bid, and apparently
only informed Taber of this.
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The available evidence all points towards a serious error in Taber's bid. But there is ambiguity
where there should be transparency. It is not clear whether Catco is a first or second tier
vendor, and what materials they are providing. We believe there is sufficient cause for the
Department to request additional information in order to clarify the facts. WABO requests that
the Department get clarification in the form of statements from Taber, Catco and ACE, clearly
stating whether Taber or ACE is purchasing and providing the electrical equipment for bid items
35 and 36; who Catco is selling equipment to; and what electrical equipment Catco is selling.

If, upon clarification, our protest above is found to have no merit, we request that the
Department pass the following information and concerns to the Contract Evaluation Unit (CEU).

We question whether Catco meets the criteria of §26.55(e}(2)(ii) for being treated as a regular
dealer in its participation on this contract.

We are concerned because Catco has work codes that are consistent with being a supplier of
some forms of electrical equipment, and therefore might appear to have the correct work codes.

Furthermore, Catco’s DBE certification page on the CalTrans website gives two addresses for
Catco Services. One, 22 Moss Avenue, is an apartment building. The second, 360 Grand
Avenue (#246) is a UPS store that provides a mail-box service. While running a business out of

an apariment is certainly feasible, it is not likely that an apartment run business could be a
regular dealer as defined by §26.55(e)(2)(ii):

a firm thaf owns, operates, or maintains a store, warehouse, or other establishment in
which the materials, supplies, articles or equiprnent of the general character described
by the specifications and required under the contract are bought, kept in stock, and
regularly sold or leased to the public in the usual course of business.

While an Catco could have a warehouse, they would not need one to meet the qualifications for
their work codes, D3690 Miscellaneous Electrical Equipment and FS060 Electrical Goods.

While no quote was provided by Catco, the “Electrical Materials” for bid items 12, 35 and 36
includes some 550 pull boxes (item 12); and approximately 2,278 more pull boxes for items 35

and 36. The work code for a supplier of these types of items would be most likely be C0686,
which Calco does not list.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Steve Gladde -

President
WABO Landscape & Construction, Inc.
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" “Qcrober 15, 2013
TO: Taber Construction Inc. '

i

i
} Attn: Bret Taber
i
l
!

PROTECT:  Calzans 06-0Q5504

Cateo Services Lighting and Elccmical Company is please 1o submit this
confirmation to/will furnish Electrical Equipment and Materials for above
project -

TOTAL PRICE $582,000,00

Questions ) can be yeach at 510-435-8433,
Reference available upon request.

Thank you kind]y for your consideralion.
Carolyn Taylor

Owner
Catco Services Lighting and Electrical Co. -

@ 510.655.4401
D 510.655.4401 . A
9 info@calcoservices.com PRI D AP
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Oclober 15, 2013

Ta: Bldding Genersl Contrastors V1A FAX

Attention: Estimating 2 pages
Ro Consluction on State Highway in Fresno County at Varlous Locations In District 06 an

Routes 166 and 180, Caltrans 06-0Q5504
Subject Electrical Proposal (A-C bid F-13-192)
A-C Elactic Company (s pleased to provide our proposal for tha electrical portion of this project.
Our proposal Is based on the following bid documants; _
Drawings, )
:‘;120 oir;e hundred nineteen etectrical drewings, shee!s E-1 through E-119, (shests 69 through 187

Specifications:
: Cattrans 2010, Saction 86, as amended by Special Provisions pages 20 through 38,

Addenda No. 1, dated 9-27-13, No. 2, dated 1 0r7/13, and No. 3, dated 10/8/13 ore acknowlcdgéd.

PRICING:

Bl 34 Maintain Existing Traffie Management System Elemsnts §  10,000,00

BI 35 Electrical Systems (Route 168) $  905,000.00

B] 3§ Electrical Sysiems {Routo 180) $  978,000.00

El 39 Moblilzation ] 200,090.00
Total Electrlcal Bid $ 2,003,000.00

The bid is based on our being awarded all of the bid Heme above. We reserve tho right to adjust
these prices If all are not awarded to A-C Electric Company. ‘

Mo Included In bid:
1.

Work Includes diraetional-badng, excavation and backfl for aur work as applicable with on-site
dicpersal of excass sofl.

2. Work includes furnishing and insteliing condulls, conductors, traffic rated concrete pull boxes end
extenslons, galvanized steel Ilds for tratfic boxes with penta head bolts, concrets collars at concrete

pull boxes, custom lockable lids for exigling pull boxes, vidao surveilance standards and equipmant,
anchor bolts, and service pedestals, :

3. Disposal of removed cencrete pull boxes ang tids.
4. Prevalling wages.

Items not included In bid;

1. Traffic control such as lane, ramp, and shaulder closures,
For Bid item 35, we will nead 27 Freeway Shoulder Closures, 36 Freeway Ramp Closures,
13 City Streel Lane Closures, and 5 City Street Shoulder Closures.
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Replace Eiactrical Routes 168 andg 180 CT 06-D05504
A-C Elechric Company

Electrical Proposal

October 15, 2013

Page 2 of 2

For Bid item 36, we will need 1 Night Freeway Lane Closure, 35 Freewsy Ramp Closures,

78 Freeway Shoulder Closures, 8 City Street Lane Closures, and § City Street Shouldar
Clasures,

Utillty company charges.
Permite and bonds {our bond rate is approximately 0.53%).
Liquidatad damagss for events bayond our contyol,
Survaying and staking,
Overtime and shiff woik.
Changeable message signs.
Temporary signils and streat lighting. =
Remova) and replacement of concrete and asphalt,
- Rapair or replacement of landscape damaged dus to our work,

Our bid Is conditioned on:

1) A mutuelly acceptable fomm of purchase order or contract document,

Sarne clauses of importance to us are realistic

which give us adequate time to perorin qur work efficlently ang safely, cornpansat;i us for acceleration
requited for reasons outeide our control, and limits any requirsment for us 1o accelarate without
compensation to our fatlure to pedform in meeting a reasonabie scheduie

subcontractor and awner,

2) As en Interim measure, while we are working on a mutuaily ecoapteble contract document, we will
perform work and supply material upon recalpt of a wrilten authortzation to do so with the asslirances that
we will be paid timely for lhe work done, .

3} If you are ona of tha mare than 50 Contractors with which we have workad out 8 mutually acceptable
contract, or an addendum 1o your slandwrd contract, our bid is conditionsd o't

Legal venua of this project will fail under the jurisdiction of tha state and cotinty n which the work Is
performed. _

Invalving our work and the IBEW resulting from chaims or grievances meda by labor uniona to which yots
are signatory. Wo will provide representation and bear our own costs for doing so. We will not indemnify
nor felmburse you for costs you incur resulting from such claims or grlevances,

If you should have any questlons or comments, pleese foel fres to contacl me, or tha estimetor,
Dan Irvin, et 661-410-0308. ‘

¢ Division Manager

Gww.a-coleciric.com
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL.
To: Altn: Estimating @ WABO Landscape &
i _o WABO Landscape & Gonstruction Construction
Fax Number: 15107242391 No. of Pagea {Including Coverj: 3
From: Daniel E. Irvin Date: 10/15/2013 1:30:56 PM

Job No. / PO No.:
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Bagk To Query Form

Uslfiad Curtification Program

Search Returned 1 Records

Oct 29 2013 11:22am

To: 19162276282

The Oct1T 11:02:38 PDT 2013

Query Critcria

Fio/DRA Name: catco scrviccs

Firm Type: DBE

Rrm D arzaz

FrmiDBA Name CATCO SERVICES
Addrass Lino1 22 MOSY AVE. BUMTE4M
Address Lina2 360 GRAND AVE #24G
Cley OAKLAND

State CA

Zip Code 94610

Zip Code2

Walling Address Line1

Malling Addrcss Line2

Mailing City

Nalllng State

Malling Zip Code1

Mailing Zip Cade2

Certification Type LHE

Emalt nlo@ealcosenvicos.com
Contact Name CAROLYN TAYLOR

Area Code 1610)

Phone Number 645-4401

Fax Area Code [510)

Fax Phons Number 5554401

Agoncy Namo BAY AREA RAFH) THANSIT DISTRICT (DATIT)
Counlics Q1; Q7. 21: 20 34; 30, 41; 43;
Districts 03; o1;

DBE NAICS £4723610; 4241R0;

ACDBE NAICS

Work Codes NAGND MISE E1 FCTRICAL EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES; F5060 EI ECTRICAL GOODOS!
Llcenses

Trucks

Gender F

Ethnicity BLACK

Firm Type OHE

Wi, dol_ca.g ovucpiOuenySumiLoe

Ougry Form

"

Paee:18-108
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WABO Landscape & Construction, Inc.
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October 29,2013
Attention: John McMillan
To: CalTrans

Phone: (916) 227-6280
Fax: (916) 227-6282

From: WABO Landscape & Construction, Inc.
Re: Bid Protest for Contract No. 06-0Q5504

Nine pages to follow.
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