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Th Old Plank Road Through the Sand Dunes and the i\'ew H ighway 

Old Plank Road to Be Preserved 

B y E. Q. SULLIVAN , Dist ric t Enginee r 

SE VERAL weeks ago an editorial appeared · 
in the Calexico Chronicle by the editor 
and publisher , lVIr. Randall H ender son. 

The editorial follows : 
A plea fo r t he preser vation of t he old pla nk roa d

or what rema ins of it-which spa nned t he rolling sand 
dunes eas t of Im pel'ia l Valley before the pav ing was 
insta lled. is ma de in a recen t issue of t he Arizona 
S ent·in el. 

The Sent inel wri ter r eca ll s some of t he obstacles 
which con fronted t he tate engineers when t hey under
took to r eplace t he pla nking wi t h cement. One group 
of experts dec la red t hat if t he grade wa s low t he bl ow 
sand would coYer t he highway. A nother g roup in
s is ted t ha t if t he road wa s high t he wind would blow 
t he and f rom under it. 

The State Highway D epa r t men t solved t he p rob
lem by pla cing a n eng in eer on the location fo r a 
period of observat ion. 'l' he p resen t highwa y is the 
result-a nd its success has v indi cated t he judgmen t 
of t hose who made t he fin al decis ion. 

H ere is t he Sent·inel writer 's comm en t: 
" 'l' he old pla nk road , which for yea rs was t he only 

highwny crossing t he sand hill s, connecting Yuma 
wi t h Imperi al Va lley, is being carted a way by van
dal s. S in ce t he comi ng of t he hard-sur faced pave
ment, t he old p la n k road has not been used ; nei ther 
ha s i t been fo rgotten . 

Stretched fo r mil es pa rall eling t he highway i t is 
always a n in terest ing sight , not only to the touris t, 
but t o t hose who have made t he t edious t ri p a cross it s 
ma ny boa rds, bound toget her w it h iron st rips. It is 
t rue tha t t he pla nks a re bu ried in ma ny pla ces, bu t 
t he ma nner in which t hey yet shi ft w it h t he sands 
a nd wi t hstand t he ravages of t ime a nd elements cn use 
one to ma n ,el at t he ingenuity of t he men r es ponsible 

pla nk road ac ros t he ' a nd hill s. It is t rue we confor t he build ing of such a highway. 
'l'he nam e of t he 'old pla nk r oad' is fa mous t hrough

ou t t he coun t ry. T ou rist s come t his way just to see 
how " ·e tnw eled heros t he sa nd hills yea rs ago. It 
is rea ily a n interes ting s ight and should be left j ust 
where it is, or un t il t he sa nds cover it over. It is not 
in th e '"a y nnd is on no one's propert~' · L et 's t ry nnd 
s to p furt her despoliat ion of one of th e sout hwes t ' s mos t 
fa1nous nnd in t f:\ r es t ing 1na rks." 

Thought had not been given to the pres
ervation of the old plank r oad, and in fact the 
Imperial Irrigation District, being a public 
or ganization , had been given permission to 
use such planks as they might desire. The 
idea of preserving the old plank road as being 
an obj ect of historical interest seemed good, 
and a letter VIas written by the Division of 
Highways to the Imperial Irrigation District 
as follows: 

I ha ve rece ived n cl ipping from t he Ca lexico Ohron
·icle in whi ch n p lea is made fo r p resen a tion of t he 
old plank roa d aero'' the sa nd hill s beca use of its 
his to ri c va lue. This is our route Imp-27-B. 

You will reca ll t ha t a number of yea rs a go per
miss ion was requested from t he Imperia l Irrigat ion 
D ist ri ct to remove pla nks from the old road fo r use 
of t he district. It is my recollect ion t hat t hi per
mission was g ra nted t he di st ric t. 

I have not noti ced t hat ma ny. i f a ny, of the pla nks 
have been removed f1·o nt t he old pla nk r oad by t he 
Im peria l I r rigat ion D is t ri c t. 

In view of the loca l s uggestion t hat t he old pla nk 
road be p resen ·ed beca use of its hi sto l'i c va lu e, please 
a dvise i[ t he Imperial Irrigation Dis t rict still des ires 
to rcmo1·e pla nks fro m t he old roa d. 

If it is ·t ill des ired to u ..e pla nks from t he old 
pla nk roa d, plea se nd1·is e if i t will not be satisfacto ry 
to remo,·e only s uch pa r ts of t he old p la nk road as 
a re beyo nd s ight of t he new highway. 

I have r eceived the following letter f rom the 
Imperial Irrigation District : 

The dist ri ct is in accord wi t h t he suggestion you 
ma l'e in your lette r of Ap r il 11t h r ega rding t he old 

t emplated using t he pla uks. bu t found t hat t he cost 
of ta king up a nd ha uling to t he va lle~' was not eco
nomica l. I t hink i t is a fin e idea to preserve t he pla nk 
road, at lea st t hat po r t ion in s ight of the highway, 
a nd we will be glad to cooperate wi t h you in doing t his . 

Yours 1·ery t rul y, 
(S ig ned) M. J . Down, 

Chief E ng ineer a nd General S uperin tendent . 
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