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CGP Requires Year-Round Erosion Control

Construction projects are now required to provide temporary soil cover for inactive disturbed soil
areas and all finished slopes. Inactive stockpiles must also have temporary erosion control.
Inactive areas of construction and stockpiles are defined as areas of construction activity that
have been disturbed that are not scheduled to be re-disturbed for at least 14 days. Inactive
stockpiles are defined as stockpiles that will not be used within 14 days. Temporary erosion
control must be installed on all active areas of construction and active stockpiles prior to a
forecasted storm event.

e Typical temporary erosion control is hydraulic mulch, hydroseeding, soil binders, straw
mulch or geotextiles, mats, plastic covers and erosion control blankets. There are criteria for
temporary soil stabilization that may limit application of some types within 48 hours of a
forecasted storm event.

e The CGP encourages dischargers to limit the use of plastic materials when more sustainable,
environmentally friendly alternatives exist. Where plastic materials are used for temporary
erosion control, consider use of plastic material resistant to solar degradation to increase
material lifespan.

e Temporary Erosion control is now required year-round and it is important that the contractor
have adequate erosion control materials and resources available to apply the erosion control
materials prior to a forecasted storm. The resident engineer and contractor should ensure that
adequate erosion control materials are available for active disturbed soil areas and stockpiles,
and that additional erosion control materials are available before increasing the active
disturbed soil area. You may want to consider having a written contingency plan on how
temporary erosion control will be deployed prior to a forecasted storm event.

Guidance
Construction Procedure Directive (CPD) 10-4
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/construc/CPDirectives/cpdindex.htm.

Standard Special Provisions (SSP) 07-345, Water Pollution Control
http://www.dot.ca.qgov/ha/esc/oe/specifications/SSPs/2006-SSPs/Updates/2010-06 updates/

Water Quality Dispatch is a periodic update of stormwater and related water quality news for the
Department. Verify information before taking action on these bulletins. WQdispatch@dot.ca.gov or call
(916) 653-3738 with questions or suggestions for new topics. Posted online:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/env/stormwater/publicat/index.htm
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