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Caltrans implements Rainy Season requirements Year Round 
 
Under the previous Construction General Permit (CGP), Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
were implemented during the prescribed rainy season within the project’s geographic location.  
The new CGP has eliminated the non-rainy season versus rainy season basis for consideration of 
BMPs.   The new CGP, which became effective July 1, 2010, now requires BMPs to be installed 
based upon a ‘likely precipitation event’ to prevent sediment discharges from construction 
project sites.  A likely precipitation event is any weather pattern that is forecast to have a 50% or 
greater probability of producing precipitation in the project area.  
 
Key Points 
 Temporary soil stabilization is now required on all inactive disturbed soil 

areas and all finished slopes.  Inactive areas of construction are areas that have been 
disturbed are not scheduled to be re-disturbed for at least 14 days.  Active disturbed areas 
must have effective temporary sediment controls installed prior to a forecasted storm event.   

 
 Stockpile management:  Inactive stockpiles must have temporary sediment 

perimeter controls and temporary soil stabilization installed.  Inactive 
stockpiles are defined as stockpiles that are not scheduled to be used for at least 14 days.  All 
stockpiles must be covered prior to a forecasted storm event.   

 
 Inspection:  All BMP’s installed on the project site must be inspected on a 

weekly basis, year round.   
 
Guidance 
Construction Policy Directive 10-4 provides guidance and Contract Change order (CCO) 
language to “implement year-round soil stabilization and sediment control best management 
practices in place of current rainy season requirements” , including new Standard Special 
Provisions.  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/CPDirectives/cpdindex.htm.  
Standard Special Provisions 07-345, Water Pollution Control, is included in all 
projects advertised after July 1, 2010.  
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/specifications/SSPs/2006-SSPs/Updates/2010-06_updates/ 
 

Water Quality Dispatch  is a periodic update of stormwater and related water quality news for the 
Department.  Verify information before taking action on these bulletins. Contact  
WQdispatch@dot.ca.gov or call (916) 653-3738 with questions or suggestions for new topics. Posted 
online at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/stormwater/publicat/index.htm 


