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Introduction/Purpose
• Information/Update with Caltrans and Partners

• Focus on the transition requirements for Caltrans Projects 

• Comply with new Construction General Permit  

• Submit your questions, answers will be provided as time 
allows.  

• Questions that we cannot answer today, will be answered 
and posted. 

• Presentation slides and the FAQ's will be available within 
the next week on the Caltrans Stormwater Program 
website.

Intro/Overview
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Caltrans Project Compliance
• The new CGP (State Water Board Order 2009-0009-DWQ) takes effect on July 

1, 2010.

• All Caltrans construction projects will continue to be covered by the current 
Caltrans MS4 permit and therefore these Caltrans projects must comply with the 
requirements of the new CGP except for the following:

– Caltrans is not required to electronically submit Permit Registration documents.

– Caltrans will continue to submit a Notification of Construction (NOCs) to the 
Regional Boards in lieu Notice of Intent (NOI)

– Caltrans will continue to submit a Statewide annual fee instead of a per project 
annual fee

• It is anticipated that when the Caltrans MS4 is reissued, all   
requirements of the new CGP will apply to Caltrans projects.

Intro/Overview
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Overview of Webcast
• Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ

• Caltrans Implementation on July 1
– Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed Prior to July 1, 2010
– Projects with NOC Filed after July 1, 2010

• How we are going to do this implementation
– Construction Procedure Directives (CPDs) for ongoing construction 

projects
– Updated specifications
– Updated guidance
– Updated training to incorporate new guidance

• Questions/Answers on Caltrans Procedures

Intro/Overview
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Overview of Webcast
• Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ

• Caltrans Implementation of new CGP
– Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed Prior to July 1, 2010
– Projects with NOC Filed after July 1, 2010

• How we are going to do this implementation
– Construction Procedure Directives (CPDs) for ongoing construction 

projects
– Updated specifications
– Updated guidance
– Updated training to incorporate new guidance

• Questions/Answers on Caltrans Procedures

New CGP
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What is the Construction General Permit ?

• Intent is to protect receiving waters from pollutants from 
construction stormwater discharge

• Required per Caltrans National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit

• Regulated by the State Water Resources Control Board 
• Affects all Caltrans construction with 1 acre or more soil 

disturbance
(except for the Tahoe Hydrologic Unit)

New CGP
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Risk Level DeterminationRisk Level Determination

New CGP
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Numeric Action Levels (NALs)
NAL – used as a warning to evaluate if the BMPs are 

effective.
• For Risk Level 2 and 3 sites

– pH NAL = 6.5 – 8.5
– Turbidity NAL = 250 NTU

• For an NAL exceedance:
– Corrective actions are needed.
– Submit NAL exceedance report (within 10 days)

• Sampling results
• Description of onsite BMPs
• Corrective actions

New CGP

9



Numeric Effluent Limitations (NELs)
NEL – used as a threshold to determine if a stormwater discharge 

is a violation of the new CGP requirements.

• For Risk Level 3 sites
– pH NEL = 6.0 – 9.0
– Turbidity NEL = 500 NTU

• For an NEL exceedance:
– Corrective actions are needed.
– Submit NEL Violation Report (within 24 hours after the NEL 

Exceedance has been identified).
• Sampling results
• Description of onsite BMPs
• Corrective actions

– Submit all storm event sampling results no later than 5 days    
after the conclusion of the storm event.

New CGP
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Turbidity Readings Turbidity Readings ––NELsNELs

933 NTU 584 NTU

107 NTU

745 NTU 477 NTU

64 NTU 140 NTU 216 NTU

283 NTU404 NTU

44 NTU4 NTU

Decreasing Turbidity

D
ecreasing Turbidity

Decreasing Turbidity
Readings Above 

Turbidity NEL
Readings Below 

Turbidity NEL

New CGP

11



New ProcessCurrent Caltrans Process

Same as existing +
• Weekly Inspections and BMP status reports
• Rain Event Action Plan (RL 2, 3)

Inspections before, during, and after stormInspection

Same as existing +
• Strict Numeric limits is basis for enforcement (RL 2, 3)
• Mandatory Minimum Penalties ($3K per violation) (RL3)

State Board issues NOVs, fines.  
Compliance with water quality standards and 
other compliance activities. 
Any permit noncompliance constitutes violation

Enforcement

• Annual Report on performance/compliance
• Self-enforcing/reporting
• Violations and exceedences are reported immediately

Annual Certification of complianceReporting

Same as existing +
• Construction Site Stormwater Monitoring Program 
• Effluent Sampling for qualified rain events (RL 2, 3) 
• Receiving Water Monitoring (potential) (RL 3)
• Bioassessment (30 Acre DSA, RL 3)

Non-visible pollutant monitoring required 
(effluent).

Visual Monitoring required.
Some Contract-specific sampling and analysis.

Monitoring

Same as existing +
• Year-round soils stabilization and sediment control
• 14-day Inactive Areas stabilized

Implement BMPs according to site-specific 
SWPPP.
Rainy/Non-rainy season requirements
Best available technology economically 
achievable (BAT) and best conventional 
pollutant control technology (BCT)

BMP 
Implementation

Yes
• Risk Level Determination during Planning Design Phase

NoRisk-Based 
Permit

• New enrollment/termination process
• Legally Responsible Person must be designated
• Public Website

NOC/SWPPP/NOCCAdmin Tasks

What’s new for Caltrans projects?
New CGP
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New CGP Schedule

• Adopted September 2, 2009

• Effective July 1, 2010
– Transition  of ongoing projects (NOCs submitted before 

July 1)
– Any project with NOC after July 1

• Limited “Grandfathering” until September 2, 2011
– Meet Risk Level 1 Requirements

New CGP
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Overview of Webcast
• Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ

• Caltrans Implementation of the new CGP
– Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed Prior to July 1, 2010
– Projects with NOC Filed after July 1, 2010
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New Requirements for Caltrans Projects
Planning/Design Phase:
• Risk Level Determination
• Updated Stormwater Specifications [Std Special Provisions]
• Additional Stormwater Pay Items
Construction:
• BMP Implementation
• Inspections
• Construction Site Monitoring Program 
• Reporting 

Caltrans Implementation
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New Requirements for Caltrans Projects
Planning/Design Phase:
• Risk Level Determination
• Updated Stormwater Specficiations [Std Special Provisions]
• Additional Stormwater Pay Items
Construction:
• BMP Implementation
• Inspections
• Construction Site Monitoring Program 
• Reporting 

Caltrans WILL NOT submit Permit Registration 
Documents (PRDs) including a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) through SMARTS at this time.

Caltrans Implementation
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Overview of Webcast
• Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ
• Caltrans Implementation of the new CGP

– Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed 
Prior to July 1, 2010
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Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed 
Prior to July 1, 2010

• Ongoing Projects with a SWPPP and NOC
– Grandfathered Risk Level 1, until Sept. 2, 2011. (unless a RL 

determination is requested by the Regional Board)

– Issue Contract Change Order (CCO)

• Update specification reference to new CGP

• Soil stabilization and sediment control for inactive areas (14 
days)

• Year-round soil stabilization and sediment controls for DSA and 
stockpiles

• Compensation to Contractors for additional soil stabilization 
and sediment control requirements.

Caltrans Implementation
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Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed 
Prior to July 1, 2010

• Ongoing Projects with a SWPPP and NOC
– Attach Updated Information to Project SWPPP

• Reference new CGP

• Soil stabilization and sediment control for inactive areas (14 days)

• Year-round soil stabilization and sediment controls for DSA and 
stockpiles

• Construction Site Monitoring Program

– Weekly site inspections and complete inspection checklist by Caltrans 
Staff (see SWPPP/WPCP Preparation Manual for inspection checklist) 

– Annual Stormwater Reporting (to be covered by future Construction 
Policy Bulletin)

Caltrans Implementation
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Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed 
Prior to July 1, 2010

• Local Agency Projects with SWPPP and NOC
– Follow Construction Procedure Directive 10-4

• Local Agency Projects with SWPPP and NOI
– Follow Direction from State Board 
– Caltrans Oversight Engineer will request a copy of new NOI and SWPPP 

under new CGP

• Local Agency Projects with SWPPP and both an NOC and 
NOI
– Submit a request to the State Board for a new NOI 
– Follow Direction from State Board 
– Caltrans Oversight Engineer will request a copy of new NOI and SWPPP 

under new CGP

Caltrans Implementation
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Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed 
Prior to July 1, 2010

• There will be a limited number of Caltrans projects not yet 
in construction that have an NOC filed with the Regional 
Board prior to July 1, 2010.

• Caltrans staff will evaluate these projects to determine if 
action is necessary to update the stormwater specifications 
(SSPs).

• Actions could include:
– Include new Stormwater Specifications in PSE submittal
– Addendums for advertised projects
– Contract Change Order

Caltrans Implementation
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Projects with NOC Filed after July 1, 2010
Will require the following:
• Continue to submit Notice of Construction (NOI for Local Agency)
• Risk Level Determination (Provided by Caltrans)
• SWPPP based on Risk Level 1, 2 or 3
• Updated Stormwater Specifications
• Additional Stormwater Pay Items
• Contractor WPC Manager, QSDs and QSPs Qualifications/Training
• New Requirements per updated Specifications and new CGP:

– BMP Implementation 
– Inspections
– Construction Site Monitoring Program
– Reporting 

Caltrans Implementation
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Construction Procedure Directive CPD 10-4 
Implementation of New CGP

• CPD 10-4

• Contract Change Order
Memorandum

• Contract Change Order

• FHWA – Record of Blanket 
Approval for Major CCO

CPD available at:CPD available at:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/

Caltrans Implementation
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Future Construction Procedure 
Directive (CPD)

• Procedure for grandfathered Risk Level 1 
projects that have a request from a RWQCB to 
perform a Risk Level (RL) determination
– Request for the RL determination shall be in 

writing.
– Perform RL determination and supply 

documentation to the RWQCB 
– If RL is higher than 1, then implement the updated 

specifications through a Contract Change Order 
(CCO)

Caltrans Implementation
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Future Construction Procedure 
Directive (CPD)

• Procedure for grandfathered Risk Level 1 projects 
that will not have Construction Contract 
Acceptance by September 2, 2011
– Caltrans to perform project risk level determination 

based upon remaining project work
– If RL is higher than 1, then implement the updated 

specifications through a Contract Change Order (CCO)
– Amend project SWPPP to include new CGP 

requirements including a Construction Site Monitoring 
Program 

Caltrans Implementation
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Overview of Webcast
• Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ
• Caltrans Implementation of the new CGP

– Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed Prior to July 1, 2010
– Projects with NOC Filed after July 1, 2010

• How we are going to do this implementation
– Construction Policy Directives (CPDs) for ongoing construction projects
– Updated specifications

• Pay Items
• WPC Manager/QSD Clarifications

– Updated guidance
– Updated training to incorporate new guidance

• Questions/Answers on Caltrans Procedures

Caltrans Implementation
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Risk Level Determination 
• The new CGP is a risk-based and establishes three levels 

of risk based on Sediment Risk and Receiving Water Risk. 

• Caltrans will perform this Risk Level (RL) determination 
at each phase of project delivery.  
– Documented in the SWDR (Storm Water Data Report)
– Provided in the specifications 
– Guidance will be available (Project Planning and Design Guide) 

• Warning - RL could increase if:
– Project schedule shifts from summer to winter construction season
– Construction duration increases

Caltrans Implementation

33



Updated Stormwater Specifications
This Standard Special Provision has been completely revised to 

contain the requirements of the new CGP. 
• SSP 07-345 Water Pollution Control (SWPPP)

The following Standard Special Provision have been revised to 
attain consistency with the CGP and the revisions to 07-345.

• SSP S5-630 Relations with California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board

• SSP 07-340 Water Pollution Control (WPCP)
• SSP 07-346 Construction Site Management

Caltrans Implementation
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Major Changes to SSP 07-345
1.  This Specification uses a Risk based structure to be consistent 

with the new CGP.
2. The revised “General” section moves the most important 

information up front.  It presents the new pay items, Risk Level, 
and when to begin work.

3. New pay items for:
– Rain Event Action Plan (REAP)
– Stormwater Annual Report
– Stormwater Sampling and Analysis

4. Rainy season references have been removed.  The effect of this 
revision will now implement requirements to be year round.

5. New Water Pollution Control Manager requirements

Caltrans Implementation
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Additional Changes to Stormwater SSPs

Caltrans Implementation

1)These SSPs are structured so that District specwriters have little to edit.  For example, only the risk level 
needs to be input in SSP 07-345.

2)Much of the SSP text is conditional upon the job's risk level as this is consistent with the structure of the 
CGP.  For example, “If specified as risk level 2, then…”

3)SSP S5-630 “Relations…” has been revised to reference the new CGP.  It also references the Caltrans 
MS4 permit for all jobs.

4)All references to “Rainy/Non-Rainy Season” have been deleted as these are not mentioned in the CGP.

5)There are 3 Construction Phases that differ from those listed in the CGP.  These are:  Highway 
Construction, Plant Establishment, and Suspension.  See “Definitions” and “REAP”.

6)The contractor through the WPC Manager and his staff will do inspections and stormwater sampling.  
Caltrans Construction staff will do QA.

7)There is a single WPC Manager in charge of implementing the SWPPP.  He can sign SWPPP 
Amendments, REAPs, CSMPs, etc.  Another Qualified SWPPP Developer (QSD) can write the SWPPP 
but is not the WPC Manager.  For SWPPP jobs, the WPC Manager must be qualifies as QSD.  For 
WPCP jobs, the WPC Manager must be qualified as QSP but may be QSD.
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Additional Changes to Stormwater SSPs
8) The Contractor does not file PRDs or violation reports to the SWRCB or RWQCB.  Caltrans will 

do the filing after being notified by the Contractor.  The timing given allows enough time for 
Caltrans’ RE to submit to the SWRCB/RWQCB within the permitted timeframe.

9) The “General” section has been reworked to get the most important info up front and at the top 
of the spec.  It presents the items of work (pay items), Risk Level, and when to begin work.

10) There is a “BMP Status Report”.  This is submitted whenever the WPC Manager submits an 
inspection report (checklist).  It lists the progress and locations of the installed BMPs.  See 
“Inspection”.

11) Stormwater Sampling and Analysis is a pay item.  It is paid for by each day sampling is done (ie, 
storms that produce at least 1/2 inch of rain with 48 hours separation between storms).  This is a 
non-adjustable item. Estimation is by annual averages of days that produce ½ inch of rain.

12) Prepare Stormwater Annual Report is a pay item.  It is a non-adjustable item paid at  $2,000 per 
report.  To ensure performance, there is a $10,000 withhold.  This follows the same method as 
the Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling Report.

13) Rain Event Action Plan is a pay item.  It is a non-adjustable item paid at $500 per REAP 
submitted.  Estimation is by annual averages of days that produce 0.10 inches of rain.

14) Stormwater Sampling (Lab Analysis) is an extra work pay item.  We expect lab analysis of 
stormwater samples to be rare so are willing to pay for these through supplemental funds.  All 
other sampling is done in the field using calibrated, portable devices (turbidity, pH).  

Caltrans Implementation
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Additional Changes to Stormwater SSPs
15) All training is now in SSP 07-345 (or 07 –340).  All the training from CSM has 

been removed from 07-346 and included in SSP 07-345 (and 07-340).
16) Text from “Construction Support Facilities” nSSP has been included  in SSP 07-

345 and 07 –340.  This requires the Contractor to include BMPs for facilities 
installed for their convenience.

17) Rain gauges are required at the jobsite.
18) The “Active/In-Active” text has been re-worked.  See “Definitions” in 07-345 

and 07-340.
19) SSP 07-340 has been revised to follow the format and text used in SSP 07-345.  

SSP 07-340 for Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) is used on jobs with 
less than an acre of DSA.  

20) SSP 07-346 has a few changes.  All training requirements have been moved to 
07-345 (or 07-340) and Sweeping now has more conditions.

Caltrans Implementation

38



New Pay Items

• Stormwater Annual Report (Tentative Estimate $2,000 ea) 
– Required on Risk Level 1, 2 and 3 projects 

• Rain Event Action Plan (Tentative Estimate $500 ea) 
– Required on Risk Level 2 and 3 projects

• Sampling and Analysis
– Required on Risk Level 2 and 3 projects
– Tentative method/estimates based on Daily Rate (not per location)
a) Use $500.00 per day for 1-2 discharge locations and no receiving water sampling.
b) Use $750.00 per day for 3-5 discharge locations and 1-2 receiving water locations.
c) Use $1000.00 per day for 5+ discharge locations and 2+ receiving water locations.
d) Laboratory analysis will be paid as extra work.

Caltrans Implementation
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WPC Manager/QSD Clarifications
• Starting July 1, 2010, SWPPPs and 

Amendments must be prepared by Qualified 
SWPPP Developer (QSD). (see CGP, Sec VII 
for requirements)

• For Grandfathered Risk Level 1 projects, the 
Resident Engineer (RE) will act as the QSD.

• For projects with updated stormwater
specifications, the contractor will be required to 
have a WPC Manager/QSD. 

Caltrans Implementation
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• WPC Manager is in charge of implementing the SWPPP 
and must be qualified as a QSD.

• A QSD prepares the SWPPP (not necessarily the WPC 
Manager).  

• Caltrans will maintain the requirement for the 24-hour 
training of the QSD and the WPC Manager.

• QSD, QSP and the WPC Manager will be required to attend 
State Water Board approved Training by September 2, 
2011.

Caltrans Implementation

WPC Manager/QSD Clarifications
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Overview of Webcast
• Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ

• Caltrans Implementation of the new CGP
– Transition to New CGP for Projects With NOC Filed Prior to July 1, 2010
– Projects with NOC Filed after July 1, 2010

• How we are going to do this implementation
– Construction Procedure Directives (CPDs) for ongoing construction 

projects
– Updated specifications
– Updated guidance
– Updated training to incorporate new guidance

• Questions/Answers on Caltrans Procedures
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Updated Design Stormwater Guidance

Stormwater Specifications  (June 2010)
– SSP 07-345 Water Pollution Control (SWPPP)
– SSP S5-630 Relations with California Regional Water Quality Control Board
– SSP 07-340 Water Pollution Control (WPCP)
– SSP 07-346 Construction Site Management

http://www.caltrans.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/standards.php

Project Planning and Design Guide (PPDG) (July 2010)
Storm Water Data Report (SWDR) (July 2010)
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/stormwtr/index.htm

Caltrans Implementation
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Updated Construction Stormwater
Guidance

SWPPP Template, June 2010

SWPPP and WPCP Preparation Manual, Draft July 2010

Construction Site Monitoring Program Guidance Manual,  Draft July 2010

Construction Site BMP Manual, Draft August 2010

Manuals are available from the Department's Construction Storm Water and 
Water Pollution Control web site at:

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/stormwater/stormwater1.htm

Caltrans Implementation
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Upcoming Caltrans new CGP 
Specific Training (Topics)

• Update Caltrans Stormwater Training
• Update Caltrans 24-Hour Training
• Update PPDG/SWDR Training

Upcoming training will cover Caltrans procedures for planning, 
development, and implementation of the requirements of the 
new Construction General Permit

Details on upcoming training (webcast or Caltrans training room) 
will be posted on http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/stormwater/

Caltrans Implementation
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Acronyms
• ATS – Active Treatment System
• BMP – Best Management Practice
• CCO – Construction Change Order
• CGP – Construction General Permit
• LRP – Legally Responsible Person
• NAL– Numeric Action Level
• NEL – Numeric Effluent Limitation
• NOC – Notice of Construction
• NOCC/NCC – Notice of Construction Completion
• NOI – Notice of Intent
• NOT – Notice of Termination

• NPDES – National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System

• NTU – Nephelometric Turbidity Units

• SMARTS – Stormwater Multi-Application and 
Reporting Tracking System

• PRD- Permit Registration Document
• RE – Resident Engineer
• REAP – Rain Event Action Plan
• RL – Risk Level 

• RWQCB – Regional Water Quality Control 
Board

• QSD- Qualified SWPPP Developer
• QSP- Qualified SWPPP Practitioner
• SWDR – Storm Water Data Report
• SWPPP – Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
• WPCP – Water Pollution Control Program
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Questions?

Scott McGowen
Joyce Brenner
Chuck Suszko

Timothy Sobelman

Online Viewers:  Submit your questions in the Question box

Questions can also be submitted: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/feedback.htm
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Your Feedback is Valuable

• Please provide comments or recommendations on 
information-sharing process or content. 

• http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/feedback.htm
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THANK YOU FOR LISTENING
Transition Caltrans Projects to  New 

Construction General Permit

June 2010
Division of Environmental Analysis

Division of Design
Division of Construction49


