June 5, 2009


GUIDANCE FOR SSP 14-010 – TREATED WOOD WASTE
BACKGROUND

Treated wood waste (TWW) can occur as posts along metal beam guard railing, thrie beam barrier, piles, or roadside signs.  These wood products are typically treated with preserving chemicals that protect against insect attack and fungal decay.  These chemicals may be hazardous (carcinogenic) and include, but are not limited to, arsenic, chromium, copper, creosote, and pentachlorophenol.  The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) requires that TWW either be disposed of as a hazardous waste, or if not tested, the generator may presume that TWW is a hazardous waste (to avoid the time and expense involved in completing laboratory testing) and manage the waste by Alternative Management Standards (AMS).  The AMS are described in the California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5,  Chapter 34.  The AMS lessen storage requirements, extend accumulation periods, allow shipments of presumed hazardous waste TWW without manifests and registered hazardous waste haulers, and permit disposal at specific non-hazardous waste landfills. 
USEAGE


This specification is used whenever treated wood will be removed as part of the project.  It directs the Contractor to follow the AMS including providing training to all personnel that may come in contact with TWW.  This training, must include, at a minimum, safe handling, sorting and segregating, storage, labeling (should include date), and proper disposal methods.  For projects that will generate more than 10,000 lbs (4,536 kilograms) of TWW per calendar year, DTSC must be notified within 30 days of exceeding this weight threshold.  Notification must include the name and mailing address of the generator, Generator Identification Number, date that the 10,000 lb limit was or is expected to be exceeded, the weight of the TWW as measured by the receiving facility, and the name and address of the receiving facility. The Engineer requests this number from DTSC and files an electronic form available on DTSC’s webpage for TWW.  DTSC will then forward a copy to the Board of Equalization (BOE), who in turn, sets up an administrative record.  The BOE will bill the Engineer for generator fees by weight of TWW up to one year after the project is complete.  The RE should retain enough funds in their contingency funds to cover the BOE generator fees.  Refer to Table 1 below for current estimates of BOE fees.  Table 2 can be used to estimate the number of TWW posts of varying sizes will produce the 10,000 lb limit. 

Records must be kept for three years from the date of the last waste shipment.  TWW can be shipped off-site by a hauler with a shipping document, bill of lading, or invoice serving as documentation. If TWW is less than 10,000 lbs (4,536 kg) per calendar year, a Generator Identification Number is not required (follow edit instructions in paragraph 9).

EDITING

Editing is only necessary in paragraph 2 (description of TWW items to be removed), paragraph 9 (edit if TWW weight will be less than 10,000 lbs per calendar year per project) and paragraph 11 (edit payment to match descriptions in paragraph 2).  Make sure that contract payment items in paragraph 11 correspond to those inserted in the blank in paragraph 2. 
Table 1:  BOE TWW Generator Fees – may vary
	 

	Generator Fees (Board of Equalization)  FY 2009

	Treated Wood Waste 

	Due Date: One prepayment -August 31, 2009

	Base Rate: $4,007  (source DTSC)

	Generator Size (Tons/year)
	% Base Rate
	Estimated Fee

	Less than 5 Tons
	0
	0

	5 tons but less than 25 tons/year
	5
	$200.00

	25 but less than 50 tons /year
	40
	$1,603.00

	50 but less than 250 tons/year
	100
	$4,007.00

	250 but less than500 tons/year
	5 X base rate
	$20,035.00

	500 but less than 1,000 tons /year
	10 X base rate
	$40,070.00

	1,000 but less than 2,000 tons/year
	15 X base rate
	$60,105.00

	2000 or more tons/year
	20 X base rate
	$80,140.00


Table 2 
Number of Treated Wood Posts to make 5 Ton Load
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Q&A
1. Can a Class II facility recycle the treated wood waste that they accept?

A: No

2. Who pays the fees at the time of disposal?

A: The contractor pays the fees to the disposal facility.  The RE must pay the BOE fees in cases where over 10,000 pounds of TWW is generated by the project in a year.

3. Does AMS apply to all types of treated wood?

A: Yes

4. Does AMS apply to new treated wood?

A: No – it is not a waste.  AMS only applies to treated wood waste.  However, new treated wood must be managed properly to ensure that it does not release wastes.  Manufacturer directions must be followed.

5. Do the districts need to track TWW projects so that they know when the 10,000 pound limit is exceeded?

A: No because the 10,000 pound limit applies to each project individually.

6. When does the 30 day clock start?

A: After the project starts and you realize that the weight limit will be exceeded or at the time it is exceeded, whichever comes first.  As a rule of thumb, if there is over 775 feet of fence the 10,000 pound limit is likely to be exceeded.

7. Can TWW be stored off of the project site until disposal?

A: No.

8. Are there manifest fees?

A: No, only BOE fees if the 10,000 pound limit is exceeded.

9. Is there a generator fee?

A: Essentially the answer is yes if the 10,000 pound limit is exceeded.

10. Can the RE manage a project to avoid exceeding the 10,000 pound limit?

A: Yes, if the project will extend across two calendar years and the RE can stage the work.

11. Can TWW be reused?

A: Only within the project limits.

12. Are supplemental funds needed in "supplemental work" to pay for the BOE fees?

A: Yes.  We will add this information to the instructions of the 2010 version of the SSP.
