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The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) assists in the preservation of historic bridges and encourages states to incorporate the concepts of context sensitive design in the rehabilitation and reuse of historic bridges. The FHWA website Historic Bridges Technical Assistance includes programs for historic bridge preservation:
· National Historic Covered Bridge Preservation Program
· Transportation Enhancements Program
· Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program
Additional resources on this site include:
· Historic Bridges, Communities of Practice is hosted by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Center for Environmental Excellence and includes case studies, references and a forum for participants to identify emerging issues, trends, procedures, research, and data needs associated with the identification, evaluation, and management of our nation's historic bridges.
· A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types - National Cooperative Highway Research Program's NCHRP 25-25, Task 15, October 2005 provides the historic context for 50 of the most common historic bridge types in the United States.
· Guidelines for Historic Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement originally developed under the NCHRP and adopted as an AASHTO publication, presents the state of the practice and guidance for making decisions for historic bridge rehabilitation.
· Case Studies on Rehabilitation of Historic Bridges, AASHTO Historic Bridges Community of Practice, July, 2011 provides guidance on making decisions whether to rehabilitate historic bridges through a compilation of 16 "real world" rehabilitation case studies on a variety of historic bridge types.
· AASHTO Center for Environmental Excellence includes information, resources, and best practices for a variety of historic preservation and cultural resource areas, including historic bridges and historic bridge inventories in other states.
· Best Practices for the Rehabilitation and Moving of Historic Metal Truss Bridges available from the Virginia Transportation Research Council and describes "the process followed for the recent rehabilitation of a historic truss in Goshen, Virginia, and discusses the issues faced by those moving and rehabilitating historic metal truss bridges."
· Best Practices and Lessons Learned on the Preservation and Rehabilitation of Historic Bridges (July 2012) was developed under a NCHRP "rapid research" project on behalf of the AASHTO Standing Committee on the Environment. This publication has not been adopted by AASHTO but provides national case studies of preservation practices for historic bridges.
FHWA Bridge Preservation Guide: Maintaining State of Good Repair Using Cost Effective Investment Strategies provides bridge-related definitions and corresponding commentaries, as well as the framework for a systematic approach to a preventive maintenance program.
Bridge Preservation Toolbox provides links to the following topics:
· Legislation and Policies
· Research and Development
· Bridge Management
· Bridge Preservation Treatments
