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The 2010 Standards training includes:

I. Why the 2010 Construction Contract 

Standards?

II. Brief Review of the "Style Guide for 2010 

Specifications".
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Specifications".

III. Review of the 2010 Standard Specifications 

and associated Special Provisions

IV.Using the 2010 Standard Specifications
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Why were the 2010 Specifications rewritten?

1. It was time. 

• The Department's Standard Specifications are 

typically published every 3 to 5 years

• Previous Editions … '75, '78, '81, '84, '88, '92, '95, 

'99, '06

2. Many Special Provisions (SSPs) needed to be moved 
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2. Many Special Provisions (SSPs) needed to be moved 

into the 2010 Standard Specifications.

3. The 2006 amendments needed to be incorporated 

into the 2010 Standard Specifications.

4. Reduce project specific editing.
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Why were the 2010 Specifications rewritten?

5. Conform to various government "Plain Language" 

requirements.

6. Standardize Payment – in-lieu-of repetitive payment 

clauses.

7. Move Standard Plan notes which were actually 

specifications, to the 2010 Standard Specifications.
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specifications, to the 2010 Standard Specifications.

8. Standardize numbering of Bid Items & Special 

Provisions to match the 2010 Standard Specifications. 

(This one can be appreciated by all!)
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Why were the 2010 Specifications rewritten?

• CA Government Code Section 6219

Government shall write in plain, straightforward 

language

• June 1, 1998 Presidential Executive Order (15 

YEARS AGO!)

Requires agencies to write in plain language
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Requires agencies to write in plain language
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II. Review of the Style Guide for 2010 
Specifications.

• The Style Guide sets the style, language, format, and 

organization for the specifications

6

organization for the specifications

• The Style Guide is posted on the Office Engineer web 

site.

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/
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The Style Guide – Where is it?
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The Style Guide – Where is it?
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Style Guide for 2010 Specifications

Required the plain language conversion which 
included:

1. Writing in the active voice and  imperative mood

2. Using must instead of shall
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2. Using must instead of shall

3. Writing positively

4. Writing short sentences and paragraphs

5. Using lists

6. Converting specification sections to a 4-part format
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Style Guide for 2010 Specifications

Plain Language Terms:

1. "under" replaces "in conformance with"

2. "You may" replaces "The Contractor may"

3. "authorize" replaces "approve"
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4. "shown" replaces "shown on the plans"

5. "must comply" replaces "shall conform "

Note: See section 6 "Expressions" in the Style Guide for 

more terms.
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Style Guide for 2010 Specifications

Plain Language Lists

Replacing Words With Lists Increases Understanding
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Replacing Words With Lists Increases Understanding

(See 5-1.02)



5-1.02
(Straightforward, To the Point)

5-1.02 CONTRACT COMPONENTS

A component in one Contract part applies as if appearing in 
each. The parts are complementary and describe and provide 
for a complete work.

If a discrepancy exists:

1. The governing ranking of Contract Plans in descending 
order is:

1.1. Special Provisions

1.2. Project Plans

1.3. Revised standard specifications

5-1.04 COORDINATION AND INTERPRETATION OF PLANS, 
STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS

• These Standard Specifications, the Standard Plans, project 
plans, special provisions, contract change orders and all 
supplementary documents are essential parts of the contract, 
and a requirement occurring in one is an binding as thought 
occurring in all.  They are intended to be complementary, and to 
describe and provide for a complete work.

• Project plans shall govern over Standard Plans; Standard 
Plans and project plans shall govern over these Standard 
Specifications; and the special provisions shall govern over 
both these Standard Specifications and the plans.
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1.4 Standard specifications

1.5. Revised standard plans

1.6. Standard plans

1.7 Supplemental project information

2. Written numbers and notes on a drawing govern over 
graphics

3. A detail drawing governs over a general drawing

4. A detail specification governs over a general specification

5. A specification in a section governs over a specification 
referenced by that section

If a discrepancy is found or confusion arises, submit an RFI.

• Should it appear that the work to be done or any of the 
matters relative thereto are not sufficiently detailed or explained 
in these specifications, the special provisions or the plans, the 
Contractor shall apply to the Engineer for such further 
explanations as may be necessary and shall conform to them 
as part of the contract.  In the event of any doubt or question 
arising respecting the true meaning of these specifications, the 
special provisions or the plans, reference shall be made to the 
Engineer, whose decision there on shall be final.

• In the event of any discrepancy between any drawing and 
the figures written thereon, the figures shall be take as correct.  
Detail drawings shall prevail over general drawings.

Which Is More Straightforward?
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Style Guide for 2010 Specifications

Organization used in Sections 15 through 99

XX-X.01  GENERAL

Contains general requirements applicable to all the 

other sections.

XX-X.02  MATERIALS

Contains only the material requirements.
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Contains only the material requirements.

XX-X.03  CONSTRUCTION

Contains only the construction requirements.

XX-X.04  PAYMENT

Contains mostly measurement clauses.

Note: A GENERAL section applies to all other sections at 

the same and lower levels
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Style Guide for 2010 Specifications

Standard subsections* in the General section:

XX-X.01  GENERAL

XX-X.01A Summary

XX-X.01B Definitions

XX-X.01C Submittals

14

XX-X.01C Submittals

XX-X.01D Quality Control and Assurance

*These subsections were not required.
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"Reserved" and "Not Used"

From the 2010 Standard Specifications (pages 1 and 2)

Style Guide for 2010 Specifications

15

From the 2010 Standard Specifications
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Style Guide for 2010 Specifications
"Not Used"

From the 2010 Standard Specifications, Section 52-4 (page 634)

From the Special Provisions
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2010 Format Example

49  PILING

49-1  GENERAL
49-2  DRIVEN 

PILING

49-2.01  GENERAL

49-3  CIP 
CONCRETE PILING

49-3.01  GENERAL

49-4  STEEL 
SOLDIER PILES

49-5 MICROPILING
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49-2.02  STEEL 
PIPE PILING

49-2.03  
STRUCTURAL 
SHAPE STEEL 

PILING

49-2.04 

PC/PS CONCRETE 
PILING

49-3.02 CIDH 
CONCRETE PILING

49-3.03  DRIVEN 
STEEL SHELLS
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Based on the 2006, the 2010s are nearly the same

• Items of Work are nearly the same.

• Standard Plans drawings are nearly the same –

Notes that are actually specifications were moved to 

Specifications
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• Notice to Bidder is nearly the same

The number of Federal trainees and plant 

establishment days are listed there instead of the 

Specials Provisions.
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How are the 2010s the same?

• The Bid book is nearly the same…. HOWEVER,

• A bidder acknowledgement has been added clarifying 

the Permits, Licenses, Agreements, and 

Certifications (PLAC’s) and Railroad Relations Are 

Part Of The Contract.
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How are the 2010s different?

• The 2010 Standard Specifications are periodically modified by 
Revised Standard Specifications (RSS)

• The Special Provisions (SPs) may modify both the latest RSS 
and the 2010 Standard Specifications.

• The SPs may replace, add or delete a word, sentence, 
paragraph or Section in either the RSS, 2010 Standard 
Specifications or both.

20

Specifications or both.

• SPs are shorter, have new numbers that match the RSS and 
2010 Standard Specifications for continuity

• The first two numbers of a Bid Item refers to the applicable 
Specification Section Number.

• Old non-uniform numbering system of SPs (10-1.0x) is NOT 
used.

• There are new Sections, e.g., Section 21 Erosion Control
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How are the 2010s different?

Standard Specification section number
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How are the 2010s different?

RSS (Revised Standard Specifications) section number

Special Provision section number
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How are the 2010s different?

23Copyright © 2013 State of California



How are the 2010s different?

Since publication, new sections of the 2010 Standard 

Specifications added by the RSS (Revised Standard 

Specifications) include:

30 RECLAIMED PAVEMENTS

24

36 GENERAL 

• general requirements applicable to pavements 

78 INCIDENTAL CONSTRUCTION
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How are the 2010s different?

• There is no Section 13 for railroad clauses.

• See 2010 Standard Specifications and RSS, Section 5-

1.20 "Coordination With Other Entities", section 5-1.20C 

"Railroad Relations" (page 39)

25

• Section 5-1.20C modified by the RSS
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How are the 2010s different?

• 2006 Reinforcement 

Standard Spec: 

52-1.01 

This work shall consist of 

• 2010 Reinforcement 
Standard Spec:

52-1.01 

Section 52-1 includes 

The introductory sentence to sections have 
been minimized

26

This work shall consist of 

furnishing and placing 

reinforcement of the shape 

and dimensions shown on 

the plans, and as specified 

in these specifications and 

the special provisions

general specifications for 

fabricating and placing 

reinforcement.
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How are the 2010s different?

• 2006 Standards

Measurement and pay clauses in every section

• 2010 Standards

Payment is described in section 9 of the 2010 

Standard Specifications and not repeated

27

Standard Specifications and not repeated

Gone is the repetition of . . . full compensation for 

furnishing all labor, materials, tools, equipment, and 

incidentals, and for doing all the work involved in . . .
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How are the 2010s different?

Here’s an example of a measurement clause in the 2006 

Standard Specifications:
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How are the 2010s different?

Here’s an example of a payment clause in the 2006 

Standard Specifications:
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How are the 2010s different?

In the 2010 Standard Specifications, the Payment 

section is used when there are special instructions on 

how to measure the work for payment.

Here's an example of Payment from the 2010 Standard 

Specifications.

30

Measurement and payment is described in Section 9

• "Not Used" means there are no special instructions 

on how to measure the work.
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Notice to Bidders and Special Provisions
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III. Review of the 2010 Standard 
Specifications and associated SSPs

• New divisions

• New sections

32

• New sections
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DIVISIONS

DIVISION I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

DIVISION II - GENERAL CONSTRUCTION (new division name)

DIVISION III - GRADING

DIVISION IV - SUBBASES AND BASES

DIVISION V - SURFACING AND PAVEMENTS

DIVISION VI - STRUCTURES

33

DIVISION VI - STRUCTURES

DIVISION VII - DRAINAGE (new division name)

DIVISION VIII - MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION (new division)

DIVISION IX - TRAFFIC CONTROL FACILITIES (new division)

DIVISION X - MATERIALS

DIVISION XI - BUILDING CONSTRUCTION (new division)

Note: Divisions are shown in the table of contents 

starting on page i of the Standard Specifications.
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DIVISION I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1-1.01

"Division I includes general specifications applicable to 

every contract unless specified as applicable under 

certain conditions."

Section 1-1.01 (Page 1)

34

"The bid items set forth the construction specifications that apply. 
The first 2 digits of a bid item code correspond to the specification 
section number with the same 2 first digits except for bid item code 
999990 that corresponds to section 9 and unless shown otherwise 
in the table titled "Bid Items and Applicable Sections" in the special 
provisions."

Special Provision 1-1.01
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 1)
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 1)

Page 1, Section 1-1.01, paragraph 13

Where a location is not specified with the words "shown," 

"specified," or "described":

1. "Shown" means "shown on the plans."

36

1. "Shown" means "shown on the plans."

2. "Specified" means "specified in the specifications."

3. "Described" means "described in the Contract." 

4. "Described" may mean "shown, specified, or both."
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Page 2, Section 1-1.01, paragraph 18

Page 185, Section 13-6.02B

2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 1)

37

Example 2
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 1)

Page 2, Section 1-1.05, paragraph 3.

38

49  PILING
49-1  GENERAL

49-2  DRIVEN 
PILING

49-2.01  GENERAL

49-3  CIP 
CONCRETE 

PILING
49-3.01  GENERAL

49-4  STEEL 
SOLDIER PILING

49-5 MICROPILING
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 1)

Page 4, Section 1-1.06 begins the abbreviations.

39

2010 Standard Specifications abbreviations 
do not match the Standard Plans.
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 1)

Section 1-1.07  Definitions (page 6)

• "Activity" replaces "operation"

• "Department" means Department of Transportation. 

• "Dispose of" means remove from the job site. 

• "Highway" is the highway right-of-way.

40

• "Highway" is the highway right-of-way.

• "State" means State of California

• "Work" is the resources and activities required for 

Contract acceptance, including labor, materials, 

equipment, and the created product.
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 1)

1-1.09  FREEZE-THAW AREAS (page 14)

41

Note: This is an example of conditional phrasing.
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 1)

Special Provision 1-1.09:

42

From Section 90 (page 987):
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 2)

2-1.06B  Supplemental Project Information (page 17)

And Special Provision 2-1.06B
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 4)

Section 4-1.05 Changes and Extra Work

• Section 4-1.03D Extra Work in the 2006 Standard 

Specifications 

• "Extra work" is now called "change order work"

• Example:  Modifying the existing deck smoothness is 

44

• Example:  Modifying the existing deck smoothness is 

change order work.

Section 4-1.06 Differing Site Conditions 

• Section 5-1.116 in the 2006 Standard Specifications 
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2010 Standard Specifications
(Section 5)
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 5)

Section 5-1.20B Permits, Licenses, Agreements, and 
Certificates (page 38) 

• Comply with the Permits, Licenses, Agreements, 

Certifications (PLACs). 

• The contract is stating that the PLACs must be 

46

• The contract is stating that the PLACs must be 

followed.

• Payment to comply with the PLACs is in Section 9-

1.03, paragraph 1.
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 5)

Section 5-1.20C Railroad Relations (page 39)

(Section 13 in the 2006 Standard Specifications)

47

In the Special Provisions, section 2-1.06B
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 5)
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 5)

5-1.23  SUBMITTALS (page 39)

49

• Default review time for submittals is 15 days.

• Working drawings are now called shop drawings and 

have a default review time of 20 days. (page 40)
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 5)

Informational submittals include:

• Assignments

• Certificates of compliance

• Manufacturer’s Instructions

• Notifications

• PLACs (Permits, Licenses, Agreements, & 

50

• PLACs (Permits, Licenses, Agreements, & 

Certifications)

(These are PLACs the contractor obtains and 

include material sites, plant sites, disposal sites, 

etc.)

• Subcontracts
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 9)

Section 9-1.03  Payment Scope

Payment is:

1. Full compensation for all work involved in each bid item 

shown on the Bid Item List by the unit of measure shown 

for that bid item

51

for that bid item

2. For the price bid for each bid item shown on the Bid 

Item List or as changed by change order with a 

specified price adjustment
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For 2010, the bid items are the contract pay clauses.

Unit of Measure

52

510053 F Structural Concrete, Bridge CY

Section 51 describes the work
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 9)

Section 9-1.03 cont. (page 113)

"Full compensation for work specified in Divisions I, II, 

and X is included in the payment for the bid items unless:

1. Bid item for the work is shown on the Bid Item List

53

1. Bid item for the work is shown on the Bid Item List

2. Work is specified as change order work

Payment for a bid item includes payment for work in 

sections referenced by the section set forth by that bid 

item"

Copyright © 2013 State of California



Example:

510053 F Structural Concrete, Bridge CY

54

Section 51-1.01A:

"Falsework must comply with section 48-2."

Falsework is included in the structural concrete, bridge 

bid item since there is a reference made to section 48-2 

in section 51.
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RSS
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Payment Example

Standard Specifications 

Section 80-1 Fence, General (page 849)

56

Standard Specifications 

Section 80-3 Chain Link Fences

RSS – no changes to 80-1.10 or 80-3.04

Special Provisions – no changes to 80-1.10

or 80-3.04
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2010 Standard Specifications 
(Section 9)

Section 9-1.16C  Partial Pay (page 124)

57

Items eligible for partial pay were listed in Section 5 of the 

special provisions for 2006 projects.
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DIVISION II  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

"Division II includes specifications for general 

construction applicable to every contract unless specified 

as applicable under certain conditions."

(from section 1-1.01)

10  GENERAL (new section)

58

11  QUALITY CONTROL AND ASSURANCE

12  TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL

13  WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

14  ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

15  EXISTING FACILITIES

(new section)

(new name) 

(new section)

(new section)

(new name) 
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"Division II includes specifications for general construction 
applicable to every contract unless specified as applicable under 
certain conditions."

(from section 1-1.01)

SECTION 10  GENERAL

• New section for general construction work

DIVISION II  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

59

• Work sequencing requirements

• Time constraints

• Sustainable design

Work sequencing and time constraints are the new "Order of 
Work" sections.  Please note that work sequencing and time 
constraints may also be found in other sections.
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SECTION 10  GENERAL

From the Revised Standard Specifications

DIVISION II  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

60

From the Special Provisions
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DIVISION II  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

SECTION 11  QUALITY CONTROL AND ASSURANCE

• Section 8, "Materials," of the 2006 special provisions.

• Quality Control Manager Specifications

• Precast Concrete Quality Control (moved to section 90-4 by RSS)

• Welding Quality Control

61

SECTION 13  WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

• Section 10, "Construction Details," of the 2006 Special Provisions. 

• WPCP, SWPPP, job site management, sediment control, etc.

SECTION 14  ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

• Sections 5 & 10 of the 2006 Special Provisions

• Wide range of environmental topics: ESA, hazardous waste, cultural 
resources
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DIVISION III GRADING

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

20 LANDSCAPE (new name) 

62

20 LANDSCAPE

• Formerly Erosion Control and Highway Planting

21 EROSION CONTROL 

• Erosion control was removed from highway 

planting into its own section.

(new name) 

(new section) 
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DIVISION IV SUBBASES AND BASES

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

24 STABILIZED SOILS (new name) 

63

• formerly Lime Stabilization

28 CONCRETE BASES

• formerly Lean Concrete Base

30  RECLAIMED PAVEMENTS (new section (RSS)) 

(new name) 
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DIVISION V SURFACING AND PAVEMENTS

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

36 GENERAL (new section (RSS)) 
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36 GENERAL

• General requirements for constructing surfacings

and pavements.

41 CONCRETE PAVEMENT REPAIR

• formerly Pavement Subsealing and Jacking

(new name) 

(new section (RSS)) 
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DIVISION VI  STRUCTURES

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

46  GROUND ANCHORS AND SOIL NAILS (new section)

65

46  GROUND ANCHORS AND SOIL NAILS (new section)

47  EARTH RETAINING SYSTEMS (new section)

48  TEMPORARY STRUCTURES (new section)

57  WOOD AND PLASTIC LUMBER STRUCTURES (new 
name)

58  SOUND WALLS (new section)
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DIVISION VII DRAINAGE

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

63 RESERVED (deleted section) 

66

63 RESERVED (deleted section) 
• formerly Cast-in-Place Concrete Pipe

67 STRUCTURAL PLATE CULVERTS (new name) 
• formerly Structural Metal Plate Pipe
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DIVISION VIII MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

76  WELLS (new section) 
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76  WELLS

77  LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE

78  INCIDENTAL CONSTRUCTION

(new section) 

(new section) 

(new section (RSS)) 
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DIVISION IX TRAFFIC CONTROL FACILITIES

"Divisions III through IX include construction 

specifications for specific bid items."

(from section 1.01)

86  ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS (new name)

68

86  ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

• Formerly, "Signals, Lighting and Electrical Systems" 

to "Electrical Systems."

(new name)
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DIVISION X  MATERIALS

"Division X includes specifications for common materials. 

For a material specified in this division, that material 

specified in any section must comply with the 

specifications in division X."

(from section 1-1.01)

87  MATERIALS–GENERAL (new section) 

69

87  MATERIALS–GENERAL 

88  GEOSYNTHETICS  

96-98  RESERVED

(new section) 

(new name) 
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DIVISION XI  BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

"Division XI includes construction specifications for 

buildings."

(from section 1-1.01)

99  BUILDING CONSTRUCTION (new section) 

70

• All SSPs.

• Formatting is being revised to match the CSI format 

used by industry for building construction.
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Current Format Example

71
This is what the special provisions look like now.
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CSI Format Example

72This is what the special provisions will look like in the future.
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IV. Using the 2010 Standard Specifications.

• Replace-Add-Delete

How they are used to revise the 2010 Standard 

Specifications

73

Specifications

• Counting Paragraphs

How to incorporate changes to the 2010 Standard 

Specifications using the Revised Standard 

Specifications and the Special Provisions
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Introductions

Revised Standard Specifications (RSS)

• RSS are changes to a section of the Standard 

Specifications. A change in the RSS starts with the 

Introduction R-A-D. 

75

Introduction R-A-D. 

• R-A-D:  Replace, Add, or Delete

• Each RSS has a home in the Standard 

Specifications.
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Introductions

Standard Special Provisions (SSPs)

• SSPs are used to create the Special Provisions 

• SSPs are formatted similar to the Revised Standard 

Specs (RSS). SSPs are changes to a section of the 

Standard Specifications or the RSS. The introduction 

76

Standard Specifications or the RSS. The introduction 

to a change starts with R-A-D. 

• R-A-D:  Replace, Add, or Delete

• Each SSP has a home in the Standard Specifications.
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Introductions

Examples of R-A-D

Replace
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Examples of R-A-D

Add

Introductions

78

Delete
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Introductions

Examples of R-A-D

RSS Example
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Introductions
Examples of R-A-D

Special Provisions Example

80

Special Provision modifying the RSS Example
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Counting Paragraphs
Standard Specifications 

Section 19-3 (page 271)

1

2

3

4

82

5

6

7

9

10

8
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See the instructions at the beginning of the RSS on how to count 

paragraphs in sections affected by RSS additions or deletions.

Counting Paragraphs
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See the instructions at the beginning of the Special Provisions on 

how to count paragraphs in sections affected by the Special 

Provision additions or deletions.

Counting Paragraphs
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Counting Paragraphs
RSS

Inserting the RSS:

1

2

85

3

4

5

6



Counting Paragraphs

7

8

86

9

10



Special Provision 19-3.03K

Counting Paragraphs

7

8

87

9

10



Standard Specification

Counting Paragraphs

1

2

3

4

5

6

88

RSS

7

8

9

10



Standard Specification

Counting Paragraphs

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

89

RSS

7

8

9

10



Counting Paragraphs

Example with list and embedded table

1

90
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Easy Classroom Problem

How is thermoplastic traffic stripe payment determined?

840504 4" THERMOPLASTIC TRAFFIC STRIPE LF

840560 THERMOPLASTIC TRAFFIC STRIPE (SPRAYABLE) LF

91

Answer

1. check Payment Section 9

2. check 84-1.04 Payment of the Standard Specs

3. check 84-2.04 Payment of the Standard Specs

4. check 84-2.04 Payment of the Revised Standard Specs

5. check 84-2.04 of the Special Provisions
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Class Problem

Standard Specifications section 9-1.03 (pages 112-113)

Standard Specifications section 84-1.04 (page 882)

Standard Specifications section 84-2.04 (page 883)
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Special Provision 84-2 doesn’t have a section 84-2.04 Payment

RSS section 84-2.04
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Easy Classroom Problem

How is thermoplastic traffic stripe payment determined?

Answer

840504 4" THERMOPLASTIC TRAFFIC STRIPE LF

840560 THERMOPLASTIC TRAFFIC STRIPE (SPRAYABLE) LF

93

Answer

4” Thermoplastic Traffic Stripe

Measured length without deductions for gaps.

Thermoplastic Traffic Stripe (Sprayable)

Measured length without deductions for gaps for both 4” 

and double traffic stripe.
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Thank you. 
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