
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

     
   
  
     
   
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

State of California Department of Transportation 

Construction Policy Bulletin
 

CPB 04-3, Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices Adoption 

References: Standard Specifications ......Section 1-1.265, “Manual of Traffic Controls” 
Section 5-1.04, “Coordination and Interpretation of Plans, 

Standard Specifications, and Special Provisions” 
Section 7-1.09, “Public Safety” 
Section 12, “Construction Area Traffic Control Devices” 

Construction Manual Section 1-308, “Training Methods” 
Section 2-201, “References” 
Section 2-206F, “Lateral Shifting” 
Section 2-207, “Speed Zones” 
Section 4-1201, “General” 
Section 4-1203A, “Flagging” 

California Vehicle Code Section 21400, “Official Traffic Control Devices”  

Effective Date: July 12, 2004 Approved: 	 ____________________ 
Robert Pieplow, Chief 
Division of Construction 

Approval Date: July 7, 2004 

Background 

On May 20, 2004, the Division of Traffic Operations adopted the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD) 2003 Edition and MUTCD California Supplement (MUTCD and CA Supplement). 
The MUTCD and CA Supplement supersede the traffic control devices portions of the existing 1996 
Traffic Manual. 

Section 1-1.265, “Manual of Traffic Controls,” of the Standard Specifications defines the Manual of 
Traffic Controls as the publication entitled Manual of Traffic Controls for Construction and 
Maintenance Work Zones. 

Copies of the MUTCD are available online at: 
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov 

Copies of the MUTCD CA Supplement are available online at: 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/mutcdsupp 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/mutcdsupp
http:http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov
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Hardcopies of these documents are not currently available from the Caltrans publications unit due to 
budget constraints. Hardcopies of the MUTCD  are currently available for purchase from outside 
vendors and that information is available on the MUTCD web site. The MUTCD CA Supplement is not 
currently available for purchase. 

Existing Procedure 

Before May 20, 2004, the Manual of Traffic Controls for Construction and Maintenance Work Zones 
was a reprint of Chapter 5 of the 1996 Traffic Manual. 

New Procedure 

Part 6 of the MUTCD and CA Supplement supersede the 1996 Revision 2 Manual of Traffic Controls 
for Construction and Maintenance Work Zones. Contracts advertised on or after May 20, 2004, must use 
Part 6 of the MUTCD and CA Supplement. However, the MUTCD and CA Supplement do not 
supersede the special provisions, project plans, or standard plans. When a provision of the MUTCD and 
CA Supplement conflict with an existing standard specification, use the provision that provides the 
higher level of safety. In the future, contract specifications will reference the MUTCD and CA 
Supplement rather than the Manual of Traffic Controls for Construction and Maintenance Work Zones. 
Ongoing contracts will not be affected by the adoption of the MUTCD and CA Supplement. Ongoing 
projects will continue to follow the standards of the 1996 Revision 2 Manual of Traffic Controls for 
Construction and Maintenance Work Zones. 

If you have questions or comments about this bulletin, please contact Greg Berry, Division of 
Construction Safety Coordinator, at (916) 654-4580. 


