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ADA Requirements for Temporary Pedestrian Facilities

The Department of Transportation (Caltrans) recently settled a class action lawsuit stemming from
evolving changes in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) as well as other state codes and
federal laws and regulations. As a result, the Division of Construction has developed guidelines for
dealing with ADA requirements for temporary pedestrian facilities through Caltrans construction
zones. The guidelines provide resident engineers with the tools needed to assure compliance and
should be distributed to field staff.

Caltrans will work to ensure that pedestrians with disabilities have access to temporary
routes provided through and around work zones and has implemented the following:

The Construction Manual, revised in March 2011, requires that pre-construction meetings
with the contractors include a discussion about work zones, including temporary routes.
The discussion will address how the contractor will comply with requirements in the
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) Part 6, Chapter 6D.
Contractors’ participation in these pre-construction meetings will acknowledge that they
have reviewed and understand those requirements.

The Design Information Bulletin 82-04, “Pedestrian Accessibility Guidelines for Highway
Projects,” revised on August 18, 2010, requires that CA MUTCD Part 6, Chapter 6,
“Pedestrian and Worker Safety,” be followed when temporary routes are provided. You can
find the revised DIB 82-04 online at www.dot.ca.gov/hg/oppd/dib/dib82-04.pdf.

The Temporary Pedestrian Facilities Handbook for field staff summarizes how to
accommodate pedestrians with disabilities. It references and is consistent with Part 6 of the CA
MUTCD. The handbook is attached to this directive and is available online:

http://www.dot.ca.gov/ha/construc/safety/
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» The Division of Construction Capital Project Skills Development group is working on
computer-based training, projected to be available May 2011. The training, consistent
with the Temporary Pedestrian Facilities Handbook, is for personnel responsible for
developing, approving, and implementing work zones, including temporary routes for use
by the public. The group is also developing modules for the Resident Engineer Academy
and the Construction Traffic Management class.

If you have questions or comments about this construction procedure directive, please contact
Celso Izquierdo, Division of Construction, at Celso_lzquierdo@dot.ca.gov or (916) 654-5627.

Attachment: Temporary Pedestrian Facilities Handbook
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