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FROM:
Don Wallace



Assistant Secretary

DATE:

March 1, 2001

SUBJECT:
TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT GRANT APPLICATIONS


Applications are now being accepted from state agencies for funding from the Federal Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), Statewide Transportation Enhancements (STE) program. 


STE program funding is available for capital improvement and land acquisition projects related to transportation systems.  State and federal agencies are eligible to apply for funding.  In addition, state agencies may act as the lead agency for projects proposed by regional, local or private/non-profit agencies.  In such cases, the state agency must satisfy both state and federal requirements and assume responsibility for the project.  State agencies are encouraged to solicit proposals from those local and private/non-profit agencies that typically work in concert with the state on environmental and/or recreational objectives.


It is anticipated that about $25 million will be allocated by the State Transportation Commission to STE projects in the October/November 2001 time period.  STE funding requests shall not be for less than $100,000 in TEA-21 funding.  There is no maximum award in the STE program, except that STE funding requests for scenic acquisitions shall not exceed $1 million.  A cash match is required to receive an STE grant.
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Enclosed are the STE program Procedures and Criteria adopted by the State Transportation Commission on December 9, 1999 which describes the 12 categories of grants for which projects may be proposed.  This document also describes program requirements and project evaluation criteria used to determine which projects will be recommended to the State Transportation Commission for funding.  Also enclosed is an application form to be used in applying for funding from the STE program.  A separate application is required for each project proposal.  Each application must also include a justification not to exceed one page in length.  Maps and photographs are also desirable to communicate the details of proposed projects.  The original and three copies of all materials must be submitted for each application.

The final application submission date is June 1, 2001.  Applications must be post-marked by this date, or delivered no later than 5 p.m. on that date, to Caltrans, Office of Local Assistance, MS 28, 1120 N Street, Sacramento, California 95814, attention Howard Reynolds.  Additional detailed program information may be obtained from the Caltrans' website: www.dot.ca.gov/hq/TransEnhAct/, or by contacting Howard Reynolds at (916) 654-2477.

