What happens if the Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) selects your proposed TE project for STIP Funding?

Requirements of the Federal - Aid Process 

(Transportation Enhancements in the STIP) 

Steps Involved 
1. Project eligibility determined by Transportation Enhancements (TE) Program Coordinator * (RTC submits candidate projects to DLAE for review/ processing to TE Program Coordinator).

2. Project programmed in the RTIP by the RTC and submitted to Caltrans for STIP processing.

3. Project programmed in the FTIP by Metropolitian Planning Organization (MPO) and the STIP by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) for each of four phases E&P (Environmental), PS&E (Design), R/W (Right-of-Way) and Construction.

4. Project sponsor (Agency) requests allocation for project (each phase separately) through DLAE.  If your project is going to be delayed from the year programmed for a specific phase, you must request an amendment or extension through the RTC  to shift your project into later years of the TIPs (STIP/RTIP/FTIP).  If you do not request this shift in time, you could lose the funds programmed to your project.

5. CTC votes allocation for each of four phases separately.  CTC may delegate to Caltrans the authority to allocate funds for local agency projects if less than $1.5 million total.  

6. Request for Authorization (E76) submitted to DLAE (could be submitted concurrently with request for allocation) for PE, R/W, and Construction (** see note below and Chapter. 3 of the Local Assistance Procedures Manual-LAPM)

7. Submit Field Review Form and Preliminary Environmental Study Form to DLAE for approval (may occur as early as step #5).

8. Execute Program Supplemental Agreement and Master Agreement (if needed).

9. Applicant obtains Environmental (NEPA) , R/W Certification, and PS&E Certification approval from Caltrans prior to receiving construction authorization. 

10. Applicant submits Contract Award information to DLAE within 1 year of allocation.

11. Applicant submits Progress Invoicing to Local Program Accounting Branch (*** see note below) with a copy to DLAE.  This step can be as early as step #8 if E&P expenses are authorized.

12. Applicant submits Final Invoice and Report of Final Expenditures to DLAE within 3 years of the fiscal year in which construction funds were allocated. 

*     Could be submitted for eligibility determination prior to selection by RTC

**   Caltrans approved DBE Program and goal computation covering all Federal-aid    contracts to be let in the fiscal year programmed required prior to authorization.

*** Funds are only available on a reimbursement basis and you must receive Authorization to Proceed (E-76) before reimbursable work can begin on each phase of your project.  Any expenditures made before E-76 authorization is received are non-participating and can be neither used for match nor be reimbursed later.

