Public Hearings/Unmet Transit Needs Documentation

The TDA law requires that transportation-planning agencies ensure the establishment and implementation of a citizen’s participation process for each county or counties. This process must include two elements.

 One: under section 99238, each transportation-planning agency shall provide for the establishment of a social services transportation advisory council (SSTAC). The SSTAC must have individuals representing the elderly, handicapped, and persons of limited means, and annually identifies transit needs within their jurisdiction.

 Second: under section 99238.5, provisions must be made for at least one public hearing annually for the jurisdiction represented by the SSTAC. These meetings provide opportunities for obtaining public feedback on public transportation needs.

There is an addition process stipulated in the TDA called unmet transit needs process. In addition to the requirement of holding at least one public meeting annually and establishing an SSTAC committee, this process requires a resolution from the county board of supervisors adopting the unmet needs findings from the public hearings as well as approving of the definitions of ‘Unmet Needs’ and ‘Reasonable to Meet. Documentation showing proof of the hearing notice as well as proof of publication are also required. This additional process is only required if there is any consideration of the use of TDA funds for anything other than transit needs. This is covered in section 99401.5 and 99401.6.

