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The Older Americans Act (OAA) (42 USCA § 3001 et seq.) was enacted in 1965 to promote the well being of older adults and help them remain independent in their homes and communities.  To achieve its purpose, the OAA sets up a federal program to distribute funds to states using a formula based on the state's share of people over the age of 60.  In the act's infancy, its primary focus was on organizing and delivering community-based services by coordinating with state level agencies.  Yet, as the population of older Americans has continued to grow, the primary focus of the programs funded by the act has shifted to a broad community based long-term care structure including senior centers, volunteer programs and recreational activities.  All people over the age of 60 are eligible to participate, but states are required to target those with the "greatest social or economic need," since funding levels restrict the number of people who can be served.
  The OAA also established the Administration on Aging (AoA), which works to bring awareness to other federal agencies, organizations, groups, and the public about the contribution that older Americans made to the nation, and alert them to their needs.


The OAA consists of seven extensive titles that incorporate a series of formula-based and discretionary grants that are administered by the AoA
.  Transportation is directly funded under Title III-B and Title IV.
Title III-B is the primary source of transportation funding under the OAA.  It provides grants to states for transportation services "to facilitate access to supportive services or nutrition services," and services provided by an area agency on aging (AAA) in conjunction with local transportation service providers (or other transportation agencies) that result in better transportation services to older individuals.
  Title III-B also provides grants to local AAAs for "Senior Opportunities and Services," which helps meet the needs of low-income older individuals for "referral service to health (including mental health), employment, housing, legal, consumer, transportation, and other services."  Beneficiaries of Title III-B funds often also receive Federal Transit Administration 49 USCA § 5310
 funds since they can be used for capital expenditures, while the OAA funds can be used to cover operating expenses.  Medicaid nonemergency funds can also be used in conjunction with Title III-B funds.  Transportation providers characterize Title III-B as funding for healthy seniors who prefer not to drive, while Medicaid nonemergency transportation funding is used for persons (usually older individuals) who are not healthy.
Title IV allows the Secretary of the AoA to issue "grants or contracts to nonprofit organizations to improve transportation services for older individuals."
  The nonprofit organization has to use the funds to carry out demonstration projects or provide technical assistance to local transit providers, AAAs, senior centers, and local senior support groups to encourage use of local transportation systems by older individuals.  Demonstration projects can include improving access to transportation services, developing techniques to improve access to transportation services, preparing information on transportation options and resources, developing best practice models for providing comprehensive integrated transportation services, or providing special services to link older individuals to transportation services.
� Funding has increased slightly each year, but has failed to keep pace with inflation and the growth of the aging population.


� Title V, community service employment program, is administered by the Department of Labor.


� See 42 USCA § 3030d(2) (West 2009).


� See California Coordinated Human Service Transportation Matrix for explanation.


� See 42 USCA § 3032e (West 2009).





