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I.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
Authority:  SB 1135, Statutes of 2006, section 99320 of the Public Utilities Code, requires the Department of Transportation to establish the Agricultural Worker Transportation Program (AWTP).  To fund the AWTP, the Budget Act of 2006 contains a one-time appropriation of $20 million from the Public Transportation Account (PTA), Item 2660-101-0046.  The AWTP became operative on January 1, 2007.  Funds are available for encumbrance or expenditure until June 30, 2009.

1.2
Intent of Program:  The intent of the AWTP is to provide safe, efficient, reliable and affordable transportation services, utilizing vans and buses, to agricultural workers commuting to/from worksites statewide.  The emphasis of the AWTP will be to implement vanpool operations similar to the successful Agricultural Industries Transportation Services (AITS) program ongoing in Southern San Joaquin Valley, transporting agricultural workers to places of employment.
To encourage participation of public agencies, which may not be prepared to provide services immediately, a total of $1 million of the $20 million appropriation will be set-a-side for planning grants, which must emphasize community outreach to agricultural communities.

Competitive grants are to be awarded to public agencies to purchase or lease new and/or used vans and buses, including energy efficiency retrofits, and program related equipment to operate transportation services (Review Appendix 5) for agricultural workers statewide.  
1.3
Definitions:  As used in the guidelines the following definitions apply:

· AWTP -- the Agricultural Worker Transportation Program as defined in the enabling legislation, SB 1135.

· Vanpools -- are defined as a vehicle, other than a motor truck or truck tractor, designed for carrying more than 10 but less than 15 passengers including the driver, which is used primarily for the non-profit work-related transportation of adults for the purpose of ridesharing.  (Section 668 of California Vehicle Code)
· Farm Labor Vehicles (FLV) -- are defined as any motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained for the transportation of nine or more farm workers, in addition to the driver, to or from a place of employment or employment-related activities.  For the purpose of this section, a farmworker is any person engaged in rendering personal services for hire and compensation in connection with the production or harvesting of any farm products.  "Farm labor vehicle" does not include: (1) Any vehicle carrying only members of the immediate family of the owner or driver thereof.  (2) Any vehicle while being operated under specific authority granted by the Public Utilities Commission or under specific authority granted to a transit system by an authorized city or county agency.  (Section 322 of California Vehicle Code)
· Grant -- the amount of the AWTP funds approved for a project.  Transportation service implementation grants will not be capped; whereas planning grants will not exceed $70,000 per grantee.

· Match -- the amount of non-Program funds used to match the grant.  Match is not required for service implementation grants or for planning grants, but is encouraged to leverage and maximize available funding.  Possible sources for match are: Federal, state or local funds, which include Local Transportation Funds, State Transit Assistance, federal U.S. Department of Labor and, in particular, regional Air Board District funding (e.g., Congestion Management/Air Quality).  Applicants providing matching funds and/or in-kind services may receive up to 10 additional points toward their final grant application score.

· Department -- the California Department of Transportation, Division of Mass Transportation (DMT).

· Application Review Committee (ARC) -- the group responsible for reviewing project applications and making funding recommendations to the Department.

· Recipient -- an applicant approved to receive an AWTP grant.  Only applicants that meet the definition of a public agency as defined in Government Code, Section 6500, are eligible to receive AWTP funds.

· Agreement -- a contract between the Department and the Recipient containing the state’s requirements and conditions for projects funded under AWTP.  
II.
RESPONSIBILITIES

Project applications shall be submitted to the Department, which has the overall responsibility for the AWTP.  (See section 3.1, Submittal of Application, for delivery instructions.)

2.1
The Applicant/Recipient is responsible for:

· Submitting a complete project application for each project to the Department no later than November 1, 2007.

· Securing funding commitments to complete the project, and letters of support.

· Returning a signed agreement, including an approved Board Resolution, to encumber the AWTP funds. 

· Fulfilling administrative requirements, including timely billing for reimbursement.

2.2
The Department is responsible for:

· Preparing and establishing AWTP guidelines.

· Notifying applicants of tentative project selection and providing a draft recommended funding list to the applicants and regional agencies.

· Chairing, with a vote, the ARC.

· Awarding the AWTP funds as approved by the ARC.

· Preparing and executing agreements with the recipients.

· Administering, monitoring and evaluating the AWTP projects.

· Reporting to the Legislature on the types of projects awarded, amount of local, state and federal funds expended, and evaluation of AWTP effectiveness.

2.3
The Application Review Committee (ARC) is responsible for:

· Reviewing and scoring all project applications.

· Developing a draft prioritized project list of selected projects.

· Creating the tentative project selection list.

2.4
Timelines  -- Set by the Department and subject to change:

· Grant Application Accessible (Department/DMT)

June-October 2007

· Conduct AWTP Outreach





June-September 2007

· Completed Grant Applications Due to DMT


November 1, 2007

· ARC Funding Recommendations due to Department/DMT
November 19, 2007

· Finalize project selection by ARC



November 30, 2007

· Notify Applicants of Project Selection



December 14, 2007

· Process AWTP Agreements




January-June 2008

· All AWTP Funds Encumbered




June 30, 2008

· Repeat application process -- IF funds are unencumbered
June-October 2008

· Monitor all AWTP projects on results



2007-2010

· Final Report to Legislature




January 1, 2010


III.
PROJECT APPROVAL

Based upon ARC recommendations, the Department will inform all successful applicants of their grant award via an official letter, indicating the total amount of grant approval.

3.1 Submittal of Application – The original and six copies of the grant application should be submitted to the Department:  



U.S. Mail Delivery

 -- OR --
Shipping/Receiving


Glenn Bailey




Glenn Bailey



Caltrans DMT, MS 39


Caltrans Division of Mass Transportation



P.O. Box 942874



1415 11th Street, MS 39



Sacramento, CA 94274-0001


Sacramento, CA 95814

3.2
Content and Format of Application - Applications shall include, at a minimum, the following information:

· Project Type and Justification - a description of the project identifying how the project addresses the transit needs of agricultural workers, proposed rates per passenger for vanpools and/or bus-pools, and the benefits of the project.
· Project Need and Effectiveness - a description of the transit need, and how the project will fulfill the transportation needs of agricultural workers, improving vehicular safety, reducing air pollution, and reducing vehicle miles traveled.
· Project Scope of Work - describe in detail what work will be done, by whom, where, when, and the estimated costs.

· Project Location Map – should clearly show location of project; identify area to be served by vehicles to be operated, and potential agricultural worksites accessible.

· Project Schedule - a chart detailing when the planned work will begin and end. 

· Vehicle Purchase - for vehicle purchases, indicate the number of vehicles to be purchased, and the size and passenger capacity of each vehicle.  All vehicles purchased for vanpool operations will be equipped with GPS/AVL devices.  Discuss whether the purchase will be a group purchase, and if so, with whom.  Also discuss the type of fuel required to operate the vehicle and why this type of fueled vehicle is the preferred choice.

· Contact Name and Information – information, including email address, for the contact person of the applicant agency.  This information will provide a fast and convenient way for staff to make contact regarding the project.

· Applicant Approval - signature of the individual authorized to sign on behalf of the applicant agency.  

3.3
Project Fiscal Information:  The fiscal information in the application will be used to evaluate the project’s feasibility, as well as one criterion to decide which projects will receive funding.  The information should be consistent with the project’s scope of work and schedule, Project Budget, and a Financial Plan (Project Sustainability).  The applicant assumes responsibility for cost estimates, and for the soundness of the overall financial information.

3.4
Review of Grant Applications:  The ARC will include Department staff and such agencies as external stakeholder representatives from the California Highway Patrol, Western Growers Association, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, and Air Board District.  The ARC will make its selections based on criteria that include, but are not limited to, all of the following:

a) Project need and effectiveness – how the project effectively fulfills the transportation needs of agricultural workers.

b) Project benefits - the potential of the project to improve air quality, health indicators, and safety of agricultural workers, and the general public.

c) Deliverability – projects will not exceed three years.

d) Balance of funds – should applications total more than the $20 million available, the amount per project (grant) may be reduced or adjusted.  

e) Sustainability of effort - applicant must explain how the service will be continued in the future, including the source of operating revenues.

The ARC expects to complete its review of project applications by November 19, 2007, with a funding recommendations list to the Department. 

3.5
Project Approval:  Application approval establishes the scope, schedule, cost and funding source for work included in the application.  In making its funding decisions the Department will have considered at a minimum: the ARC recommendations, the proposed scope of work and schedule, the commitment of funds to the project from all fund sources identified in the project financial plan, the deliverability of the project within the time available by statute to use the AWTP funds, and sustainability plan.

3.6
Appeals Process:  If the Department denies an application that is recommended by the ARC, it will document the reasons for denial and communicate them to the ARC and the applicant.  Requests for appeal should be submitted to the Department.  Applicants are responsible for attending any hearing and presenting arguments in favor of approval.

IV
PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
State funds are considered encumbered (certified by Caltrans Accounting Division) with the execution of an agreement between the Department and the recipient agency.

4.1
Grant Award:  The Department will complete a funding approval letter for each project, and will encumber funds for expenditure on a project by executing an agreement with the recipient agency.  Costs incurred prior to Department approval of a project application cannot be reimbursed.  

4.2
AWTP Contract:  The Department will prepare the necessary contractual documents for the grant recipient’s review, approval and signature.

The Department encourages the AWTP grantee to undertake any early actions that will expedite execution of the agreement.  Approval of a Board resolution, if necessary, prior to approval of an application is an example of an early action, which will expedite execution of the contract upon approval of the project.

4.3
Expenditures and Reimbursement:  AWTP funds must be encumbered by June 30, 2009, unless the AWTP is extended by an act of the Legislature.  Unencumbered or unexpended funds will revert to the Public Transportation Account.

Recipients will receive reimbursements for billings submitted in arrears (this means that a recipient must incur costs, pay for them, and then submit invoices for reimbursement).  The terms of the approved project application, funding approval and agreement will govern the reimbursement rate.  The Department expects recipients to be reimbursed expeditiously.  In return, the Department expects the recipient to submit billings at least quarterly for services rendered in accordance with terms of the agreement.

4.4
Cost Increases:  If additional funding is required to complete a project, the Recipient will be responsible for securing additional funds from sources other than the AWTP.

4.5
Project Amendments:  The Department may accept revised applications on a case–by-case basis, depending on the amount of funds available and if there is sufficient time remaining to encumber the funds.  

Once the Department has approved a project application, the AWTP grantee assumes responsibility for managing the project consistent with the scope, schedule and cost in the approved application.  Although external factors may cause changes to the project scope, schedule or cost, only minor project amendments will be considered, as discussed below.

The AWTP grantee is required to make diligent progress toward completing the project.  Should it be determined that a project will be delayed more than six months, the AWTP grantee is required to report to the Department on the nature of the delay and steps taken to alleviate the problem.  Should a project, for any reason, be determined to be undeliverable, the AWTP funds will revert to the Public Transportation Account.
4.6
Audits:  The Department may submit the contract to the Caltrans Division of Audits and Investigations and request a pre-award evaluation of the AWTP grantee prior to execution.

All AWTP funds will be subject to an audit.  The AWTP grantee assumes responsibility to establish and maintain records of project costs, allocations, expenditures, and reimbursements in accordance with state audit requirements.  Those requirements are included in the contract, and the Department may request records at any time.  Upon completion of a project, the AWTP grantee will submit to the Department a final project expenditure report documenting all project expenditures, before it can receive final payment.

4.7
Milestones/Progress Reports:  The AWTP grantee will be required to submit quarterly progress reports to the Department regarding project status, problems encountered, and need for technical assistance or problem resolution.

ATTACHMENTS

A.1
AWTP Application & (Appendices (5))
Grant Application

for the

AGRICULTURAL WORKER TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

(AWTP)

Grant Application Checklist

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Application Content Page

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Type and Justification

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Need and Effectiveness

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Schedule

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Location Map

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Authorization/Certification

Appendices

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Budget

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Scope of Work

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Financial Plan (Project Sustainability)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Board Resolution 

Grant Application Review Criteria

An application package shall include a completed application package, financial information, an approved board resolution, and any attachments that may help the ARC make its decisions.  The ARC will review, score and rank proposed projects using evaluation criteria divided into four (4) main categories: Project Type/Justification, Project Need/Effectiveness, Benefits of Project, and Project Deliverability.  The highest score possible is 100 points unless additional points are awarded for match, as follows:

	AWTP Evaluation Criteria
	Maximum

Points/SIG
	Maximum 

Points/PG

	I.  Project Type/Justification
	40
	40

	
	
	

	A. Service Implementation Grants (SIG) 
	
	

	
	
	

	B. Planning Grants -- Community Outreach (PG)
	
	

	
	
	

	II.  Project Need/Effectiveness
	40
	50

	
	
	

	A. Documentation of Transit Need
	
	

	
	
	

	B. Match  (IF provided, extra points may be awarded)
	
	

	
	
	

	III.  Benefits – Safety, Improved Air Quality &       Health
	10
	0

	
	
	

	IV.  Project Deliverability
	10
	10

	
	
	

	A. Proposed Timeline
	
	

	
	
	

	B. Sustainability
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS
	100
	100


Grant Application Content

Proposed Project - Applicant Information:

	Project Title:
	

	Applicant Agency:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	
	State:
	
	Zip:
	

	Contact Person:
	
	Title:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	


	Implementing Agency:

(complete only if different from above)
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	
	State:
	
	Zip:
	

	Contact Person:
	
	Title:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	


Proposed Project - Funding Information:
	A. Total Project Cost:


	$
	(B+C)

	B. Match Funds:


	$
	

	C. AWTP Grant Request:


	$
	(A-B)


	Start Date:
	
	Completion Date:
	


Proposed Project - Timeline:

Proposed Project - Type:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Implementation Grant                     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Planning Grant (Community Outreach)        

I.  Project Type and Justification
(Maximum Section I Points = 40)

(FOR SERVICE IMPLEMENTATION GRANTS ONLY)

A. Service Implementation Grant
Describe the proposed service and/or the proposed capacity, including the area to be served, potential accessible worksites, proposed rates (fee) per passenger, the projected annual rider-ship and revenue, days and hours of service.  Identify vehicle type, passenger capacity and fuel type. Please indicate whether vehicle(s) is/are being purchased as part of a group procurement (state contract, piggybacking, etc.).

	Points
	Point Criteria

	40
	Excellent discussion of overall project

	30
	Fair discussion of overall project

	20
	Weak discussion of overall project

	0
	Narrative missing or omitted


II.  Project Need and Effectiveness


(Maximum Section II Points = 40)

A. Documentation of Transit Need
Provide detailed discussion of the need to address the transit needs of agricultural workers.  Explain why this action is the most effective option for your locale/region.  Indicate if project has been designed in response to unmet needs hearing testimony, etc.  If possible, include copies of materials (or appropriate pages of report) that reference this project.  Authorized plans supporting transit need shall be attached to the application.  Examples of such plans include, but are not limited to, transit development plan, overall work plan, Social Service Action Plan, regional transportation plan, capital improvement plan, short range transit plan, transit marketing plan, energy conservation plan, Congestion Relief Plan, environmental mitigation/enhancement plan, etc.

	Points
	Point Criteria

	40
	Demonstrates overwhelming transit service need relative to agricultural workers, and provides more than acceptable documentation from a plan.

	30
	Demonstrates transit service need relative to agricultural workers, and includes acceptable documentation from a plan.

	20
	Demonstrates transit service need relative to agricultural workers but does not include acceptable documentation from a plan.

	15
	Transit service need discussion relative to agricultural workers is weak or deficient

	0
	Does not discuss transit needs and fails to include acceptable documentation.


B. Match Requirement  (Encouraged for Service Implementation, not mandatory)
	Points
	Point Criteria

	10
	25% or more match

	8
	15% - 25% match

	6
	5% - 15% match

	4
	Less than 5% match

	0
	No Match


III. Benefits – Safety, Improved Air Quality & Health
 

(Maximum Section III Points = 10)

Describe benefits of project including, but not limited to, improved vehicular safety, air quality and health indicators.  Include documents that support your discussion.  Acceptable documents may include product information describing safety benefits, medical reports or studies, safety studies, governmental safety bulletins, manufacturer safety bulletins, CHP, or other California governmental safety compliance requirements, peer safety review, recognized improvement implemented by other operator(s).

	Points
	Point Criteria

	10
	Demonstrates excellent benefits for both the public and to agricultural workers.

	8
	Demonstrates sound benefits for the public and agricultural workers.

	6
	Demonstrates acceptable benefits for the public and agricultural workers.

	4
	Demonstrates minimal benefits for the public and agricultural workers.

	0
	Fails to discuss required component(s).


IV.  Project Deliverability
(Maximum Section Points = 10)

A. Proposed Timeline
Most points will be given to a proposed project that can be delivered within 36 months.

	Points
	Point Criteria

	5
	Total project can be readily completed within 36 months.

	3
	Project can be delivered, but could encounter some delays.

	0
	Project timelines are questionable or deficient.


B. Sustainability of Project
Most points will be given to a proposed project that can be sustained based upon the financial plan documenting a commitment to continue operation of the proposed project after the agreement terminates.

	Points
	Point Criteria

	5
	Demonstrates strong commitment & fiscal capability to sustain project.

	3
	Demonstrates acceptable commitment & fiscal capability to sustain project.

	0
	No information provided regarding sustainability of project.


I.  Project Type and Justification
(Maximum Section I Points = 40)

(FOR PLANNING GRANTS ONLY)

A. Planning Grant (Community Outreach)
Describe the planning grant, proposed community outreach activities, and total cost of the project.  Project Schedule should indicate project completion date.  Also include scope of work, detailed budget, board resolution showing project acceptance.

	Points
	Point Criteria

	40
	Strong planning focus, including community outreach

	30
	Fair planning focus, including community outreach

	20
	Weak planning outline and community outreach focus

	0
	Narrative missing or omitted


II.  Project Need and Effectiveness


(Maximum Section II Points = 50)

A. Documentation of Transit Need
Provide detailed discussion of the transit needs of local or regional agricultural workers.  Include documentation of pertinent prior unmet needs hearing testimony, etc., and include copies of materials (or appropriate pages of report) that reference that discussion.  Explain why a planning grant is the optimal action to undertake at this time for your agency.  

	Points
	Point Criteria

	50
	Provides comprehensive discussion of transit service needs for agricultural workers and more than acceptable documentation. 

	40
	Provides adequate discussion of transit service needs for agricultural workers and acceptable documentation.

	30
	Provides discussion of transit service needs for agricultural workers and limited documentation.

	15
	Provides weak or deficient discussion of transit service needs for agricultural workers and documentation.

	0
	Fails to discuss transit need of agricultural workers, and provides no documentation.


B. Match Requirement  (Encouraged for Planning Grants, not mandatory)
	Points
	Point Criteria

	10
	25% or more match

	8
	15% - 25% match

	6
	5% - 15% match

	4
	Less than 5% match

	0
	No Match


SECTION III NOT APPLICABLE TO PLANNING GRANTS

III. Benefits – Safety, Improved Air Quality & Health
 

(Maximum Section III Points = 0)

SECTION III NOT APPLICABLE TO PLANNING GRANTS

IV.  Project Deliverability
(Maximum Section Points = 10)

C. Proposed Timeline
Most points will be given to a proposed project that can be delivered within 18 months.

	Points
	Point Criteria

	10
	Total project completed within 18 months.

	5
	Project can be delivered, but may require more than 18 months.

	0
	Project timelines are questionable or deficient.


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WITH GRANT APPLICATION SUBMISSION

(1) Project Schedule (No prescribed format) -- Show proposed beginning and ending dates of grant period or project.  If the project will extend beyond AWTP funding cycle (June 30, 2009), indicate when the overall project would end.

(2) Project Location Map -- Please attach a copy of a map showing the location of the proposed project, etc.

Authorization/Certification

By affixing the signature(s) below, the agency certifies it has provided complete and accurate information necessary for the Department to review and process this project application.  It further certifies that the agency, will in good faith, pursue this work for the public's benefit in a timely and diligent manner and comply with all existing and future Department policies.  Lastly, the agency certifies that the regional planning agency has reviewed and approved this application.

	
	
	

	Authorized Representative of Applicant Agency
	
	Date


Appendix 1

Project Budget

	OPERATING COSTS (e.g., Itemize)
	Matching Funds
	State PTA Funds
	Total Cost

	Personnel & Fringe Benefits
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Facilities
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Travel/Per Diem
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Driver Training
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Community Outreach/Marketing
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Supplies/Miscellaneous
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs Subtotal:
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	
	
	

	CAPITAL COSTS
	# of 

Units
	Unit Cost
	Matching

Funds
	State PTA Funds
	Total Cost

	Van (Indicate capacity)
	
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Bus (Indicate capacity)
	
	
	
	
	

	Global Positioning System (GPS)/

Automatic Vehicle Locator (AVL)
	
	
	
	
	

	Radio
	
	
	
	
	

	Computer
	
	
	
	
	

	Printer
	
	
	
	
	

	Ancillary Equipment (e.g., Toolbox, water carrier)
	
	
	
	
	

	Capital Costs Subtotal:


	
	
	$
	$
	$


	Identify Source(s) of Match:
	    AMOUNT

	e.g., LTF, STA, US Dept of Labor, Air Board District, Congestion Mgt/Air Quality
	
	$

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL MATCH 
	
	$




	TOTAL AWTP GRANT REQUEST (State PTA Funds):

TOTAL PROJECT COST (Including Match): 
	$

$


Appendix 2

Scope of Work

(No prescribed format)

 Appendix 3

Financial Plan and Project Sustainability

In addition to the financial commitments to the project, a summary of a Long-Term Financial Strategy and details on the organization capacity of the applicant to implement the project must be shown.

Summary of Long-Term Financial Strategy:

Organizational Capacity of Applicant to Implement the Project:

Appendix 4

Board Resolution

Approving the agency to apply and receive funding from this Program.

Appendix 5

INFORMATIONAL FACT SHEET

STATE & FEDERAL LAW – TRANSPORT OF AGRICULTURAL WORKERS
The AWTP will fund public agencies to implement vanpool operations similar to the successful Agricultural Industries Transportation Services (AITS) program ongoing in Southern San Joaquin Valley, transporting agricultural workers to regional employment sites.  AITS, operated by the Kings County Area Public Transportation Agency (KCAPTA), originated in 2001 with federal and state funding -- $3 million from a Job Access/Reverse Commute grant, matched by $3 million from the Public Transportation Account.  That established a fiscal precedent whereby state and/or federal dollars may be used by a public agency for projects transporting agricultural workers to employment sites.

Depending upon available resources (e.g., staff, operational funding) the CHP may provide, to the maximum extent feasible, “courtesy inspection” of AWTP vans, these vehicles are not Farm Labor Vehicles (FLV), which require annual inspection and certification.

· Vanpools -- are defined as a vehicle, other than a motor truck or truck tractor, designed for carrying more than 10 but no more than 15 passengers including the driver, which is used primarily for the non-profit work-related transportation of adults for the purpose of ridesharing.  (Section 668 of California Vehicle Code)
· Farm Labor Vehicles (FLV) -- are defined as any motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained for the transportation of nine or more farm workers, in addition to the driver, to or from a place of employment or employment-related activities.  For the purpose of this section, a farmworker is any person engaged in rendering personal services for hire and compensation in connection with the production or harvesting of any farm products.  "Farm labor vehicle" does not include: (1) Any vehicle carrying only members of the immediate family of the owner or driver thereof.  (2) Any vehicle while being operated under specific authority granted by the Public Utilities Commission or under specific authority granted to a transit system by an authorized city or county agency.  (Section 322 of California Vehicle Code)
State/Federal Law – Farm Labor Contractor Activity

AITS has never been assessed any fine by either the federal or state Departments of Labor for violation of farm labor or “day hauler” laws.  Both agencies, since the inception of AITS, have been fully cognizant of the ongoing AITS project.  KCAPTA, Caltrans/DMT and the Legislature do not view a “public agency” as being a farm labor contractor or any of its drivers as being a “day hauler”.

The Migrant & Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (MSPA) – Prohibits any “person” from engaging in farm labor contracting activity without appropriate registration (licensing) by the U.S. Secretary of Labor:  “No person shall engage in any farm labor contracting activity, unless such person has a certificate of registration from the Secretary specifying which farm labor contracting activities such person is authorized to perform.”  The AITS vanpools operate as carpools under Section 500.103(a).

The California Labor Code, section 1682.3 -- “Farm labor contractor” includes any “day hauler”.  “Day hauler” means any person who is employed by a farm labor contractor to transport, or who for a fee transports, by motor vehicle, workers to render personal services in connection with the production of any farm products to, for, or under the direction of a third person. 
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