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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. What is the new requirement for coordinated human services transportation planning? As a condition for receiving formula funding under three FTA programs-- 49 U.S.C. Section 5310: Special Needs of Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities; 49 U.S.C. Section 5316: Job Access and Reverse Commute; and 49 U.S.C. Section 5317: New Freedom-- projects proposed for funding must be derived from a “locally developed, coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan.”  The coordinated plan must have been developed through a process that included representatives of public, private, and non-profit transportation and human services providers, as well as the public.  

2. Is there funding available to prepare these plans? There is no new funding to prepare these plans.  However, existing planning funds can be used.  Caltrans, Division of Mass Transportation is funding the preparation of the coordinated plan for rural areas of the state.  
3. Does the coordinated plan cover across county or across regions, or the state? This is a local decision.  To date, large urbanized areas are being prepared by the designated recipient (see Governor’s letter).  For small urban and rural areas, Caltrans, Division of Mass Transportation is coordinating the preparation of these plans.  
4. Do the coordinated plans need to be financially constrained or project specific?  There is no requirement that there be a financial constraint.  The coordinated plans are not project plans; therefore, no specific projects should be included.
5. Is FTA approval needed for the coordinated plan?  What about Caltrans?  FTA approval is not needed. The only requirement is that the state (Caltrans) must certify that projects have been derived from approved coordinated plans. 

6. When will the FTA 5310, 5316, and 5317 Grant cycles resume?  The grant cycles for these grants will resume after final guidance is received via Circulars from the FTA in March 2007.  Additionally for the 5310 grant program, the California Transportation Commission Advisory Committee will reconvene to incorporate the new requirements into the grant application approval process.  Caltrans, Division of Mass Transportation will send out a formal notice once all of the new requirements have been implemented.
