THE EFFECT OF AB 2647 ON 

THE SOCIAL SERVICE INVENTORY AND ACTION PLAN

Social Service Inventory and Action Plans:

The Social Service Transportation Improvement Act (California Government Code 15951) is the governing authorization for the Social Service Transportation Inventory Form and Action Plan.  The contents of the Social Service Transportation Inventory Form are based on California Government Code (CGC)  Section 15977.  The contents of the Action Plan Update are based on CGC sections 15975 and 15975.1. 

The intent of the Social Service Transportation Improvement Act was for Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs) and County Transportation Commissions (CTCs) to identify social service transportation providers and encourage consolidation; it was envisioned that consolidation would accrue benefits such as consolidated purchasing, training, dispatching maintenance, administration and funding.  The information collected was then sent to the California Department of Transportation (Department) to be collected, analyzed and submitted as a report to the Legislature.

The first inventory and first action plan was collected and reported to the Legislature in 1980 and 1981, respectively.  Over the life of this program, the Department was never able to accurately analyze the social service transportation needs throughout California due to the receipt of incomplete information.  

The Department proposed legislation that would eliminate various reports to the Legislature that no longer were adding value to the transportation system; including the Social Service Transportation Inventory and Action Plan.  The proposed legislation, 

AB 2647, will go into effect on January 1, 2003.  

Next Steps:

AB 2647 still requires RTPAs and CTCs to prepare and adopt an action plan that describes in detail the steps required to accomplish the consolidation of social service transportation services. The Department no longer has a role in the development of the Social Service Transportation Action Plan and will not be receiving information or reporting to the Legislature.  The intent is to allow local agencies to determine the best way to consolidate and coordinate social service transportation in compliance with CGC 15951.  The action plan shall include:

· The designation of a Consolidated Transportation Service Agency (CTSA),

· The identification of the recipients to be served, funds available and a strategy to implement consolidated or coordinated services,

· Measures to coordinate services with existing public and specialized transportation services,

· Measures to insure that the action plan is consistent with the legislative intent of Section 15951, the Social Service Transportation Act.
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