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To:
DISTRICT TRANSIT REPRESENTATIVES
Date:
August 19, 2002

From:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF MASS TRANSPORTATION – MS 39
Subject:
Compliance with AB 2647
AB 2647 was recently enacted that changes the Department’s role in the Social Service Transportation Act.  The Department no longer will be involved in collecting information for the Social Service Transportation Inventory Form and Action Plan however; the Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs) and County Transportation Commissions (CTCs) will continue to produce an action plan to be adopted locally.  The purpose of this letter is to clarify how AB 2647 changes the role of the Department and can be used to discuss with the local transit agencies, RTPAs and CTCs on how to comply with changes to the Social Service Transportation Act.

Background:

The Social Service Transportation Improvement Act (California Government Code 15951) is the governing authorization for the Social Service Transportation Inventory Form and Action Plan.  The contents of the Department Social Service Transportation Inventory Form are based on Government Code Section 15977.  The contents of the Action Plan Update are based on Government Code sections 15975 and 15975.1. 

The original intent of the legislation was to encourage consolidation of social service transportation providers, which resulted in the formation of many Consolidated Transportation Service Agencies (CTSAs) throughout the state.  The RTPA’s and CTC’s role is to identify the various social service transportation providers in their area and encourage consolidation of services.  Prior to the passage of the Social Service Transportation Improvement Act, there was no formal mechanism to consolidate social service transportation. 

However, the legislative language in the Social Service Transportation Improvement Act is permissive rather than directive; this has resulted in RTPAs and CTCs receiving incomplete information from the various social service transportation providers in their jurisdiction.  All of the summary reports compiled by the Department and submitted to the Legislature have been incomplete and have not allowed the Department and the Legislature to accurately analyze social service transportation needs throughout California. 

To address this issue, the Department proposed legislation that would eliminate the Department’s role in preparing reports based upon the incomplete information received and submitting these reports to the legislature.  The proposed legislation became AB 2647, which will go into effect on January 1, 2003.  

Next Steps:

AB 2647 still requires RTPAs and CTCs to prepare and adopt an action plan that describes in detail the steps required to accomplish the consolidation of social service transportation services. The Social Service Transportation Inventory is no longer required however, if a local agency chooses to include an inventory into their action plan, they have this option.  The action plan shall include:

· The designation of a Consolidated Transportation Service Agency (CTSA)

· The identification of the recipients to be served, funds available, and a strategy to implement consolidated or coordinated services

· Measures to coordinate services with existing public and specialized transportation services

· Measures to insure that the action plan is consistent with the legislative intent of Section 15951, the Social Service Transportation Act.

The Action Plan that is developed can be used locally to plan and develop better social service transportation services.  You are encouraged to contact your local transportation agencies to go over the provisions of AB 2647.  The intent is to allow local agencies to determine the best way to consolidate and coordinate social service transportation.  The resources previously expended to collect the information for the inventory and to comply with the Department requirements can now be used to produce an action plan that will be relevant to local social service transportation planning.  

Please contact Annette Emery at (916) 654-8803/8-464-8803 if you have any questions.

Tom McDonnell, Chief

Division of Mass Transportation

Cc: 
Pete Spaulding, CalACT
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