Funding Guidelines for Agencies that Administer California Climate Investments Volume
2. Investments to Benefit Disadvantaged Communities

Table 2.A-2 Transit

Projects will achieve GHG reductions by reducing passenger vehicle miles travelled through
incentives, infrastructure, or operational improvements (e.g., providing better bus
connections to intercity rail, encouraging people to shift from cars to transit).

Potential administering agencies: CalSTA / CTC, Caltrans / Local Transit Agencies, SGC

CRITERIA TO EVALUATE PROJECTS
Agencies can also use criteria in other applicable tables.
When selecting projects for a given investment, give priority to those that maximize benefits
to disadvantaged communities (e.g., use scoring criteria that favor projects which provide
multiple benefits or the most significant benefits).

Step 1 — Located Within. Evaluate the project to see if it: meets at least one of the
following criteria for being located in a disadvantaged community census tract*; provides
direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged community; and meaningfully
addresses an important community need**.

Project must meet at least one of the following criteria focused on increasing transit service
along transit lines or corridors that have stations or stops in a disadvantaged community, or
improving transit access for disadvantaged community residents, or reducing air pollution in
a disadvantaged community:

A. Project provides improved transit or intercity rail service for stations or stops in a
disadvantaged community (e.g., new transit lines, more frequent service, greater
capacity on existing lines that are nearing capacity, improved reliability, bus rapid transit
service for disadvantaged community residents); or

B. Project provides transit incentives to residents with a physical address in a
disadvantaged community (e.g., vouchers, reduced fares, transit passes); or

C. Project improves transit connectivity at stations or stops in a disadvantaged community
(e.g. network/fare integration, better links between transit and active transportation); or

D. Project improves connectivity between travel modes for vehicles or equipment that
service stations or stops in a disadvantaged community (e.g., bicycle racks on transit
vehicles ); or

E. Project creates or improves infrastructure or equipment that reduces air pollution at a
station, stop or transit facility in a disadvantaged community (e.g., auxiliary power,
charging stations); or

* For maps of disadvantaged community census tracts, refer to: http://www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice/GHGInvest/.
** To determine community needs, agencies or applicants can use a variety of approaches such as: looking at
the factors in CalEnviroScreen that caused an area to be defined as a disadvantaged community; hosting
community meetings to get local input; referring to the list of common needs in Table 2-2; or receiving
documentation of community support (e.g., letters or emails).

Continued on next page.
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Table 2.A-2  Transit (continued)

Projects will achieve GHG reductions by reducing passenger vehicle miles travelled through
incentives, infrastructure, or operational improvements (e.g., providing better bus
connections to intercity rail, encouraging people to shift from cars to transit).

Potential administering agencies: CalSTA / CTC, Caltrans / Local Transit Agencies, SGC

Step 1 — Located Within (continued). Evaluate the project to see if it: meets at least one
of the following criteria for being located in a disadvantaged community census tract*;
provides direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged community; and
meaningfully addresses an important community need**.

F. Project creates or improves infrastructure or equipment that reduces air pollution on
regular routes that are primarily within a disadvantaged community (e.g., rail
electrification, zero-emission bus); or

G. Project provides greater mobility and increased access to clean transportation for
disadvantaged community residents by placing services in a disadvantaged community,
including ride-sharing, car-sharing, or other advanced technology mobility options
associated with transit (e.g., neighborhood electric vehicles, vanpooling, shuttles,
smartphone application-based ride-sharing services, bikesharing services); or

H. Project improves transit stations or stops in a disadvantaged community to increase
safety and comfort (e.qg., lights, shelters, benches).

Step 2 — Provides Benefits To. If the project does not meet the above criteria for “Jocated
within,” evaluate the project to see if it: meets at least one of the following criteria for
providing direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged community*; and
meaningfully addresses an important community need**.

Project must meet at least one of the following criteria focused on increasing transit service
along transit lines or corridors that are accessible to disadvantaged community residents, or
improving transit access for disadvantaged community residents, or reducing air pollution in
a disadvantaged community:

A. Project provides improved local bus transit service for riders using stations or stops that
are accessible by walking within %2 mile of a disadvantaged community (e.g., more
frequent service, greater capacity on existing lines that are nearing capacity, improved
reliability, bus rapid transit service); or

B. Project improves local bus transit connectivity for riders using stations or stops that are
accessible by walking within %2 mile of a disadvantaged community (e.g., better links to
active transportation, bicycle racks on local bus); or

* For maps of disadvantaged community census tracts, refer to: http://www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice/ GHGInvest/.
** To determine community needs, agencies or applicants can use a variety of approaches such as: looking at

the factors in CalEnviroScreen that caused an area to be defined as a disadvantaged community; hosting
community meetings to get local input; referring to the list of common needs in Table 2-2; or receiving
documentation of community support (e.g., letters or emails).

Continued on next page.
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Table 2.A-2  Transit (continued)

Projects will achieve GHG reductions by reducing passenger vehicle miles travelled through
incentives, infrastructure, or operational improvements (e.g., providing better bus
connections to intercity rail, encouraging people to shift from cars to transit).

Potential administering agencies: CalSTA / CTC, Caltrans / Local Transit Agencies, SGC

Step 2 — Provides Benefits To (continued). If the project does not meet the above criteria
for “located within,” evaluate the project to see if it: meets at least one of the following
criteria for providing direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged
community*; and meaningfully addresses an important community need**.

C. Project provides improved intercity rail (and related feeder bus service), commuter bus or
rail transit service for riders using stations or stops in a ZIP code that contains a
disadvantaged community census tract or within ¥2 mile of a disadvantaged community
(e.g., new lines, express bus service); or

D. Project provides improved intercity rail (and related feeder bus service), commuter bus or
rail transit connectivity for riders using stations or stops in a ZIP code that contains a
disadvantaged community census tract or within ¥2 mile of a disadvantaged community
(e.g., network/fare integration, better links between local bus and intercity rail, bicycle
racks on rail); or

E. Project will increase intercity rail (and related feeder bus service), commuter bus or rail
transit ridership, with at least 25% of new riders from disadvantaged communities; or

F. Project provides greater mobility and increased access to clean transportation for
disadvantaged community residents by placing services that are accessible by walking
within %2 mile of a disadvantaged community, including ride-sharing, car-sharing, or other
advanced technology mobility options associated with transit (e.g., neighborhood electric
vehicles, vanpooling, shuttles, bikesharing services); or

G. Project improves transit stations or stops that are accessible by walking within %2 mile of
a disadvantaged community, to increase safety and comfort (e.qg., lights, shelters,
benches); or

H. Project includes recruitment, agreements, policies or other approaches that are
consistent with federal and state law and result in at least 25% of project work hours
performed by residents of a disadvantaged community; or

I. Project includes recruitment, agreements, policies or other approaches that are
consistent with federal and state law and result in at least 10% of project work hours
performed by residents of a disadvantaged community participating in job training
programs which lead to industry-recognized credentials or certifications.

* For maps of disadvantaged community census tracts, refer to: http://www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice/GHGInvest/.

** To determine community needs, agencies or applicants can use a variety of approaches such as: looking at
the factors in CalEnviroScreen that caused an area to be defined as a disadvantaged community; hosting
community meetings to get local input; referring to the list of common needs in Table 2-2; or receiving
documentation of community support (e.g., letters or emails).
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