Project Status Survey:

On October 5, 2000 an e-mails was sent out to all District Local Assistance Engineers requesting them to contact local agencies in their District to provide updated information on the status of their bridges on the Mandatory Seismic Safety Retrofit Program. The 424 bridges in this request included only bridges that were either local agency design or bridges that Caltrans consultants had completed structural PS&E portion and were delivered to local agencies for project completion. Excel Spreadsheets showing bridge number, responsible agency, and the requested information that needed to be filled out by local agencies were attached to the e-mail. The request was to identify the number of bridges that were in construction, had construction completed or were scheduled to begin construction.  A prior survey was done on October 17, 1999.  Letter and survey forms were sent directly from Headquarters Local Programs to all the local agencies that had seismic retrofit projects at pre-construction stage. Click here to get the October 17, 1999 Survey summary.

Survey Summary:

By November 30, 2000, responses were received from all 12 Districts on 424 bridges belonging to over 70 agencies.  Response to this survey offered us a good opportunity to update status of the projects.  The project milestone status of 33 bridges was upgraded from In Construction to Construction Complete and 19 bridges were upgraded from Project Development to In Construction milestone.  Over 150 bridges out of the 263 bridges remaining in the Project Development milestone have no schedule to begin work. This is an alarming statistic for a program, which Caltrans considers a high priority, in fact, seismic retrofit of bridges on state highway system, is almost complete in comparison to local bridges that are about 40% complete. 

We are looking for ways to speed up the process and are available to help local agencies deliver their seismic retrofit program.  Enhanced services are available to local agencies from their District Local Assistant Engineers and Structure Local Assistance Engineers in many areas such as consultant selections, contract negotiation, scoping projects, training, etc. We fully expect that local agencies will take advantage of these services to help them with the delivery of their seismic retrofit projects.

