
BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNT 

PROJECT APPLICATION 


I. APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Applicant: I County ofMerced, Department of Public Works 
Address I 715 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 
City:! Merced County: I Merced I State: I CA I Zip Code: I 95341 
Contact Person : I Richard Schwarz 
Phone: I (209) -3857602 E-Mail: I RSchwarz@co.merced.ca.us 
Legislative District: I Assembly: 17th I Senate: I 12th I Caltrans District:I l 0 

II. PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project T itle: Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge Project 
P roject Type: Class I Bikeway 1:8] I Class II Bikeway 0 I Class III Bikeway 0 I Other 0 
Project Location : 
Example 1: Along Dry Creek from Desert Winds Road to Dust Bowl Drive in the City ofThirsty Springs. 
Example II: Tri-County Regional bus routes. --........._ 
The project consists ofconstructing a bicycle/pedestrian b.r:idge sparihing Turlock Irrigation District 
Lateral Canal # 7 at Maria A ve~nrthe-et:nnmunity of Htlmar. - Hilmar is an unincorporated area in 
Merced County that has an estimated annual population growth greater than the statewide average 
because of the availability of more affordable housing and land for development. The current population 
is 9,362 per the 2000 Census. 

The project would provide a Class I bicyc!~ path connection to Maria A venue to the north, and various 
public schools and public activity centers to the south. 

Type of Work: 
Example/: Design and construct a Class I Bikeway. 
Example II: Purchase and install front-mount bicycle racks on all Tri-County Re~ional buses. 
The scope includes the design and construction of a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Turlock Irrigation 
District Lateral Canal No.7 in Hilmar. The bridge would consist ofan asphalt concrete Class I bicycle 
path connection from Maria Avenue to the north and public schools and public activity centers to the 
south. Fencing and barriers to Lateral Canal No. 7 will be included. Bicycl<;-p.ath conn.ec.tiP.n.s_w:ill-..::-::
traverse the sides of the canal banks, including la~ding areas, in compliance with Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. -""' 
The bridge would be no longer than 25 feet. 

"'-., 
---~-·-

Length: I 0.00 (miles) 
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Estimated Cost: 	 .. !'. ·' ;,~ 
... . 	.Note: Applicant agency must provide 10% (minimum) ofthe total project cost. \ 

Funding Preliminary Construction RightofWay Construction Total__...- - ,Total 
Source En2ineerin2 En2ineerin2 Acquisition Contract Amount' Percent 

BTA $45,000.00 $19,800.00 $0.00 $135,000.00 $199,800.0/ / 90.00% 
_..../0 

Local $5,000.00 $2,200.00 $0.00 $15,000.00 $22,200.00 10.00% 

Other $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Total $50,000.00 $22,000.00 $0.00 $150,000.00 $222,000.0 100.00% 


0 
Map and Cross Section Attachments: 

Attach to the application a map to scale with north arrow showing the project location, length, 
limits, adjacent land uses, activity centers and origins and destinations served. 

o 	 If this is an on-street bikeway project, include cross-sections showing the roadway prior to and 
......ftpr• -~ · implemMtMion. . 

~ If this is an off-street bikeway project include a cross-section. 0 
Pro.iect Schedule: 

Beginning Date Ending Date 
Item Month/Year Month/Year Comments 

CEQA Clearance 01/08 06/08 Possible Categorical Exemption 
Right of Way Acquisition 06/08 12/08 TID Easement & Agreement 
Preliminary Engineering 06/08 12/08 
Final Design 12/08 05/09 
Advertise Pr()ject 06109 07/09 
A ward Construction Contract 09/09 Constr. needs to occur in winter months 
Submit Final Invoice 05110 06/10 

Ill. PROJECT SCREENING CRITERIA 

A. Local Match 

l. 	 Is the required resolution committing the applicant to the minimum 

10% local match included with the application package? y~ NO 


B. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Note: BTA projects must be in compliance with the applicable provisions ofthe California .Environmental 

Quality Act {CEQA) by the BTA application submittal date. The lead agency is responsible for preparing the 

required environmental documentation, making the appropriate environmental determination, and submitting it 

with the application. 


1. 	 Is documentation ofCalifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

compliance (signed and dated) included with the application package? Y~ND 


C. Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) 

I. 	 What is the name of the BTP the appl icant is using to establish el igibility for BTA funding? 

BTP: Merced County Regional Commuter Bicycle Plan 

Date BTP was adopted by applicant's governing body: 7/22/2003 

2. 	 What is the name of the applicant's Regional Transportation Planning Agency? 


RTP A: Merced County Association of Governments 


Date BTP was approved, adopted, or certified by RTPA: 6/1 9/2003 

3. 	 Please identify the page number in the BTP that discusses the proposed project. 67 
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4. 	 Has the BTP been approved by the Caltrans Bicycle Facilities Unit? Yl:8] NO 

5. 	 Is the applicant submitting a BTP for Caltrans approval with their application? YON~ 

IV. EvALUATION CRITERIA 

Streets and Highways Code Section 893 requires Caltrans to disburse " ... money from the Bicycle 
Transportation Account ... for pr~jects that improve the safety and convenience ofbicycle commuters." 

Streets and Highways Code Section 890.3 defines bicycle commuter as " . .. a person making a trip by 
bicycle primarily for transportation purposes, including, but not limited to, 

o 	 travel to work, 
o 	 school, 
o 	 shopping, 
o 	 or other destination that is a center of activity and does not include a trip by bicycle primarily for 

physical exercise or recreation without such a destination." 

BTA project applications will be evaluated as Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, or Ineligible according to the 
following criteria. In the space provide, please provide the following information about the proposed 
project. 

1. How will the proposed project benefit bicycle commuters? 

In December 2003, when Hilmar Middle School first opened, TID had a narrow maintenance "catwalk" 

that students used to cross Lateral Canal No.7. The maintenance "catwalk" was subsequently removed, 

however, due to safety concerns. The canal now limits north/south access from Maria A venue to 

Hilmar's public schools (Eiim Elementary School, Hilmar Middle .. Scb,ool, Hilmar High Schoo_),_Colony 

Basic Skills Alternative Hig11Scfioo('ai1Ci Irwin Continuatio~-High) and other activitYc enters (iti"cluing a 

library, pool, and cornmunicy nall). 


Please see the Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge map that highlights the project site location and the 
close proximity of public schools and public activity centers. 

2. How will the proposed pro.iect increase bicycle commuting? 
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Eliminating the north/south barrier by constructing a bicycle/pedestrian bridge overLatel;,aJ Canal No. 7 
will encourage more cyclists, especially school-aged children, to yt·rltzetffeir bicycles for commuting 
purposes. Currently, students and other residents need to travel/ o Lander A vem;_.Y,..before having access 
across the canal. With the proposed improvements, more stude~he~inCJined to bicycle to school 
lJecause of the longer distance traveled, and traffic congestion expenenced, along Lander A venue, 
r->articularly during the start and end ofthe school day. (The impacted schools have an estimated 
combined student population of2,077.) In fact, it is anticipated that this will become the preferred route 
for school-aged children. 

3. Why is the proposed project the best alternative for the situation? 

The Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge Project is the best and only alternative for crossing Turlock 

Irrigation District Lateral Canal No. 7 because it will provide a direct link from local subdivisions to 

many destinations, including Hilmar Middle School, Elim Elementary School, Hilmar High School, 

Colony Basic Skills Alternative High School, Irwin Continuation High School, the Hilmar Library, the 

Hilmarj:o1_pmunity Hall, and the Hilmar Pool. With easier access (due to the shorter distance a~adC") 


of traffic co!Igestion) to the schools and other facilities, more students would be inclined to wal~ or ride/ 

· a bicycle)o school instead ofhaving a parent drive them. ~ ~ 
\"---· ,.,. . ,. 

4. Discuss citizen and community involvement in the development of the proposed oroiect. 
The Merced County Regional Commuter Bicycle Plan identifies the Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 
Project as a priority project. The Regional Bicycle Plan was developed under the direction of the Bicycle 
Technical Advisory Committee (BTAC) and facilitated by Merced County Association ofGovernments 
(MCAG), along with local Planning and Public Works staff. Wor!_<shops were held in three County 
locations to gather input and ideas on how to promote and support blc)ic1e-cummntirrgin-MerceaCounty. 
Additionally, Muni~ip.al--Advisory Councils. (MACs) were specifically consulted for unincorporated areas 
and were given the opportunity tQ..recommend_brcycle facilities projects for their local area. --finally, the 
Regional Bicycle Plan was presented to the following MCAG committees: Citizen Advisory Committee 
(CAC), Technical Planning Committee (TPC), Technical Review Board (TRB), and the Governing 
Board. 

V. APPLICANT SIGNATURE 
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An authorized representative of the applicant agency must sign the application. 

The undersigned affirms that the statements contained in the application package are true and 
complete to the best ofthe applicant's knowledge. 

Nam~~~ 
Date 

:11L21L01 

Print Name 

Eau] ~ Ei]]ebrown 

Title 

Merced Count¥ Eublic Iolor:ks Director: 

Distribution: Local agency sends original and one copy to the DLAE. DLAE forwards original to BFU and 
retains copy for district file. 
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DENNIS A. CARDOZA WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

18TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 435 CANNON House 0FACE 8UILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-6131 

COM MlTTEE ON RULES 
~ongre~~ of tbe mtniteb ~tate~ DISTRICT OFFICES: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

J!}ouse of i\epresenta:ttbes 2222 M STREET, SUITE 305 
MERCED, CA 95340 

(209) 383-4455 

HORTICULTURE ANO ORGANIC AGRICULTURE wmasbington, !D~ 20515- 0518 1010 10TH STREET, Sum: 5800 
MODESTO, CA 95354 

SuaCOMMm ~oe ON LIVESTOCK. DAIRY ANO PouLTRY (209) 527-191 4 

SuscoMMITTEE ON 
September 24, 2007 137 EAST WESER AVENUE 

STOCKTON, CA 95202 
CoNSERVATION, CREDIT, ENERGY AND ReSEARCH (209) 946-0361 

Mr. Pat Robledo 
Local Assistance 
California Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 2048 
Stockton, California 95201 

Dear Mr. Robledo: 

It is my pleasure to write in support of the Merced County Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 
project and the application for funding through the CalTrans Bicycle Transportation Account 
(BT A) Program. 

The northern Hilmar community has limited access for school-age children to the south where 
the public schools are located. Children traveling to school by bicycle or on foot do not have any 
way of crossing lateral irrigation canal No. 7. · 

Hilmar Middle School opened in December 2003, at which time Turlock Irrigation District (TID) 
had a narrow maintenance "catwalk" across the canal for workers. Children were using the 
maintenance "catwalk" to cross the canal. TID has since removed the maintenance catwalk for 
safety concerns. 

Without a safe and convenient path that crosses the lateral canal, many parents drive their 
children to school, thus increasing traffic congestion and air pollution. The addition of this 
bike/pedestrian bridge in Hilmar will encourage students, teachers, and other commuters to bike 
or walk to their destination. The addition of this bike/pedestrian bridge will reduce vehicular 
traffic in an area already designated as EXTREME for ozone. 

The addition of this Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge will allow children to commute to school daily 
and will benefit the Hilmar community for many generations. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider the needs of Merced County. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis Cardoza 
Member of Congress 



STATE CAPITOL COMMITIEES 
P.O. BOX 942849 CHAIR. SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE~ssemhluSACRAMENTO. CA 94249-0017 DEVELOPMENT OF A 10TH UNIVERS TY 
(9161319-2017 OF CALIFORNIA. MERCED CAMPUS 

~='AX 916) 319·2" 17 CHAIR. SELECT COMMI:TEE ON THE 
DISTRICT OFFICES FUTURE OF FARMING IN CALIFORNIA 

806 W. 18TH STAE!:T 

illalifnrnia !fleBislafure 
STANDING COMMmEES 


MERCED. CA 95340 
 AGRICULTURE 
(209) 726·5465 HIGHER EDUCATION 

FAX (209) 726·5469 LABOR 
31 E. CHANNEL STREET #306 TRANSPORTATION 

STOCKTON. CA 95202 CATHLEEN GALGIANI VICE CHAIR. RURAL CAUCUS 
(209) 946·7479 ASSEMBLYMEMBER. SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT 


FAX C209) 465·5058 


October 29, 2007 

Mr. Pat Robledo 
Local Assistance, California Department ofTransportation 
P.O. Box 2048 

Stockton, CA 95201 


Dear Mr. Robledo: 

It is my pleasure to write in support of the Merced County Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 

project and the application for funding through the Caltrans Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) 

Program. I wholeheartedly support these efforts. 


The northern Hilmar community has limited access for school-age children to the south where 

the public schools are located. Children traveling to school by bicycle or on foot do not have any way 

of crossing lateral irrigation canal No.7. Hilmar Middle School opened in December 2003, at which 

time Turlock Inigation District (TID) had a narrow maintenance "catwalk" across the canal for 

workers. Children were using the maintenance "catwalk" to cross the canal. TID has since removed 

the maintenance catwalk for safety concerns. 


Without a safe and convenient path that crosses the lateral canal, many parents drive their 

children to school, thus increasing traffic congestion and air pollution. The addition of this 

bike/pedestrian bridge in Hilmar will encourage students, teachers, and other commuters to bike or 

walk to their destination. The addition of this bike/pedestrian bridge will reduce vehicular traffic in an 

area already designated as EXFREME for ozone. With more residents using bicycles and walking, this 

should help reduce some of the harmful vehicle emissions and pollutants that would go into the air if 

motorized vehicles were used. 


The addition of this Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge will allow children to commute to school daily 

and will benefit the Hilmar community for many generations. Thank you for taking the time to 

consider the needs of Merced County. 


Sincerely, 

Cathleen Galgiani 
Assemblymember, District 17 

CG/mfw 

. ·...:~- .... 
Printed on Recycled Paper 



Los Banos SU!tion Retonis/Civll Division 
«5 "I" Street 700 W. 22!1<i Street 
Los Banos, CA 93635 Me;-ced, CA 95340 
Pho~,.- (209) 827-2! lO ?hone: (209) 385-761 5 
FE 9) 827-1433 Fa:::.: (209) 385-7659 

North Area Station Iv1ark N. Paz in Main Detention F~:cility 
9481 Shan..\s Road 700 W. 22t.d StreetSheriff/Coroner
Delhi, CA 95315 Merced, CA 95340 

Sheriff's Administration Phone: (209) 385-7660 Phone: (209) 385-74 10 

Fax: (209) 669-7771 Fax: (209) 385-7489 


MaHhg Address: 2222 M St. • Merced, CA 95340 

Coroner's Division Aliu!t ComctioD!!l !lndlity 
455 E. :3th S:rcct Physical Add!ess: 700 W. 22nd Street • Merced, CA 95340 2584 W. Sandy Mush Road 
MCI"Ced, CA 95340 Phone: (209) 385-7451 • Fax: (209) 385-'"'696 Merced, CA 95340 
Phone: (209) 385-7369 1'b.one: (209) 385-7575 
Fax: (209) 725-3390 Fa'{; (209) 725-3944 

September 7, 2007 

Mr. Pat Robledo 

Local Assistance 

C1\ Department ofT ransportation 

P.O. Box 2048 

Stockton, CA 95201 


Re: Merced County Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge Project 

Dear Mr. Robledo: 

lt is my pleasure to write in support of the Merced County Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge Project and 
the application for funding through the Cal trans Bicycle Transportation Account (BT A) Program. 

The northern Hilmar community has limited access for school-age children to the south where the public 
schools are located. Children traveling to school by bicycle or on foot do not have any way of crossing 
lateral irrigation canal number 7. 

Hilmar Middle School opened in December 2003, at which time Turlock Irrigation District (TID) had a 
narrow maintenance "catwalk" across the canal for workers. Children were using the maintenance 
"catwalk'' to cross the canal. TlD has since removed the maintenance catwalk for safety concerns. 

Without a safe and convenient path that crosses the lateral canal, many parents drive their children to 
school, thus increasing traffic congestion and air pollution. The addition of this bike/pedestrian bridge in 
Hilmar will encourage students, teachers, and other commuters to bike or walk to their destination. The 
addition of this bike/pedestrian bridge will reduce vehicular traffic in an area already designated as 
EXTREME for ozone. 

The addition of this Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge will allow children to commute to school daily and will 
benefit the Hilmar cmru11unity for many generations. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider the needs ofMerced County. 

Sincerely, 

~J. ~ ~ 
Mark N. Pazin 0 
Sheriff-Coroner 

PROTECTING MERC::D COUNTY SINCE ~855 . 1 EQUAL OPPORTUNI~ EMPLOYER 



Hilmar-Stevinson Municipal Advisory Council 
POBox460 
Bilmar, CA 95324 

August 20, 2007 "t:: 

Supervisor Deidre Kelsey 
Merced County Board of Supervisors 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

Re: Scholar Way footbridge 

Dear Supervisor Kelsey: 

The intent of this letter is to offer the support of the Hilmar-Stevinson Municipal 
Advisory Council for the construction of a footbridge over the Turlock Irrigation District 
canal at Scholar Way. 

Traffic and pedestrian safety have always been a priority for the community of Hilmar, 
especially with Lander A venue being in such close proximity to our school. With the 
construction of this bridge, children will be able to walk to and from school without 
having to walk along Lander A venue. 

We respectfully ask for your consideration and support in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

George Kapor, Se etary
I 

Hilmar-Stevinson Municipal Advisory Council 
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Notice of Exemption Form 0 

To: 0 Office ofPlanning and Research From: (Public Agency) Merced County Public Works 
PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 222 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 715 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 

[8] County Clerk 

Countyof~M~e~rced~---------------------~~

Project Location - City:__,_H.:..:.:il"-'-m.!!:a,_r____ Project Locatio n - County: .....:..:.M:..=e"-'rc::..::e:..=d'------

Descript ion oi Project: Design. Engineering. and construction of a new bicvcle/pedestrian crossing of a canal in the 

Community of Hilmar 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: ...!M:!!.e~rc.:::c~e.:.:.d...::C::..::o~u~nC!Jtyr..__________________ ____ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Projec t: Paul A. Fillebrown 

Exempt Status: {check one) 
D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(l); 15268); 
D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
[gl Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: ~S::.::e:.!:::c~ti~on!..!......!1..:::5..:::3~04.:!..(~..::d:...t)_____________________________ 
0 Statutory Exemptions. State code number:_ ____________-=-----:------:::-::-::----:-:-=:--------:-------:----:------:----:---

Reasons why project is exempt: Minor Alterations to Land - Section 15301(h) The creation of bicycle lanes on 

existing rights-of-way. A permit will be required from TID since the project is partly located in TID's existing right-of-way. 

The remainder of the project is within the adjacent County Road right-of-way. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person : Michael D. Edwards 76~0~2=--------Area Code/Telephone/Extension: .l!(2::..::0::.::9:...t.:)3::..:8:::.!5::....-.!...

If flied by applicant: 
l. Attach c ified document ofexemption finding. 
2. Has otice ofE~~file~by the ~ublic agency approving the project? [8]Yes 0No 

Signature: ~~~ 1120/04 Title: Public Works Director 

[gl Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR: 

[gl Signed by Applicant Revised May 1999 

27Governor's Office ofPlanning and Research 



________________________________ 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF THE COUNTY OF MERCED, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of 

) 

THE SUBMITTAL OF A 2008/2009 BICYCLE ) 
TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNT GRANT ) RESOLUTION NO. 2007-170 
APPLICATION TO THE CALIFORNIA ) 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION'S ) 
BICYCLE FACILITIES UNIT FOR THE ) 
HILMAR LATERAL 7 CANAL BICYCLE ) 
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECT ) 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation's (Caltrans) Bicycle 
Facilities Unit administers the Bicycle Transportation Account program which provides 
State funds for city and county projects that improve the safety and convenience for bicycle 
commuters; and, 

WHEREAS, the County of Merced desires to provide bicycle facilities that offer 
safety and convenience to its bicycle commuters; and, 

WHEREAS, the County of Merced wishes to submit an application to the Bicycle 
Transportation Account program for monies to construct a bicycle/pedestrian bridge to 
provide a safe and convenient crossing of the Turlock Irrigation District "Lateral ?" canal in 
the community of Hilmar for school children and commuters; and, 

WHEREAS, Merced County's proposed project will be matched by funds from the 
County in the amount of $22,200 toward the total project cost of $222,000. These funds 
will come from District 4 Supervisor Deidre Kelsey's Board Special Project Funds. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Public Works Director of the 
County of Merced is authorized to submit a Bicycle Transportation Account grant 
application to Caltrans' Bicycle Facilities Unit; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County of Merced desires to commit a 
$22,200 match toward the total project cost of $222,000; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Merced County Board of Supervisors 
authorizes the Public Works Director to sign the grant application. The Department of 
Public Works will return to the Board of Supervisors upon receipt of the Caltrans 
2008/2009 Bicycle Transportation Account grant for Chairman to accept and sign all grant
related documents after review by Auditor-Controller and County Counsel. 


