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Estimated Cost:

Note: Applicant agency must provide 10% (minimum) of the t

project cost.

Funding | Preliminary | Construction | Rightof' v | Construction Total - -7 Total

Source | Engineering | Engineering Acquisition Contract Aniount’ | Percent

BTA $45,000.00 $19,800.00 $0.00 $135,000.00 | $199,800.0 | = 90.00%
D

Local $5,000.00 $2,200.00 $0.00 $15,000.00 | $22,200.00 10.00%
Other $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Total $50,000.00 $22,000.00 $0.00 $150,000.00 | $222,000.0 | 100.00%
0

Map and Cross Section Attachments:

» Attach to the application a map to scale with north arrow showing the project location, length,
limits, adjacent land uscs, activity centers and origins and destinations served.
e Ifthis is an on-street bikeway project, include cross-sections showing the roadway prior to and

7 Ifthis is an off-street bikeway project include a cross-section. =
B —————

Project Schedule:

Beginning Date | Ending Date

Item Month/Y ear Month/Year Comments
CEQA Clearance 01/08 06/08 Possible Categorical Exemption
Right of Way Acc sition 06/08 12/08 TID Easement & Agreement
Preliminary Engincering 06/08 12/08
Final Design 12/08 05/09
Advertise Project 06/09 07/09
Award Construction Contract | 09/09 Constr. needs to occur in winter months
Submit Final Invoice 05/10 06/10

III. PROJECT SCREENING CRITERIA

A. Local Match

1. Is the required resolutich committing the applicant to the minimum
10% local match included with the application package?

Y N

B. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Note: BTA projects must be in compiiance with the applicable provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) by the BTA application submittal date. The lead agency is responsibie for preparing the
requtired environmental documentation, muking the appropriate environmental determination, and submitting it
with the application.

1. Isdocume ation of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

compliance (signed and dated) included with the application package? Y N[]

C. Bicvele Transy  rtation Plan (BTP)

1. What 1s the name of the BTP the applicant is using to establish eligibility for BTA funding?

BTP: Merced County Regional Commuter Bicycle Plan

Date BTP was adopted by applicant's governing body: 7/22/2003

2. What is the name of the applicant’s Regional Transportation Planning Agency?

RTPA: Merced County Association of Governments

Date BTP was approved, adopted, or certificd by RTPA: 6/19/2003

3. Please identify the page number in the BTP that discusses the proposed project. 67
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Eliminating the north/south barrier by constructing a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Lateral Canal No. 7
will encourage more cyclists, especially school-aged children, to utitize their bicycles for commuting
purposes. Currently, studcnts and other residents need to travel fo Lander Avenue.before having access
across the canal. With the proposcd improvements, more studcn\s would be inclined to bicycle to school
hecause of the longer distance traveled, and traffic congestion cxpcrfa'iged along Lander Avenue,
particularly during the start and end of the school day. (The impacted schools have an estimated
combined student population of 2,077.) In fact, it is anticipated that this will become the preferred route
for school-aged children,

3. Why is the pro] sed project the best alternative for the situation?

The Hilmar Bicyele/Pedestrian Bridge Project is the best and only alternative for crossing Turlock
Irrigation District Lateral Canal No. 7 because it will provide a direct link from local subdivisions to
many destinations, «cluding Hilmar Middle School, Elim Elementary Schooel, Hilmar High Schoeol,
Colony Basic Skills Alternative High School, Irwin Continuation High School, the Hilmar Library, the
Hilmar Community Fall, and the Hilmar Pool. With easier access {due to the shorter distance and lack ~
of traffic congestion) to the schools and other facilities, more students would be inclined to walk or rlde
a bicycle to school instead of having a parent drive them. g

4, Discuss citizer and community invelvement in the development of the proposed project.

The Merced County Regional Commuter Bicycle Plan identifies the Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge
Project as a priority project. The Regional Bicycle Plan was developed under the direction of the Bicycle
Technical Advisory Committee (BTAC) and facilitated by Merced County Association of Governments
(MCAG), along with local Planning and Public Works staff. Worksho hops were held in three County
locations to gather input and idcas on how to promote and support blcyclé‘cmmnutmrr'm Merced County.
Additionally, Municipal Advisory Councils (MACs) were specifically consulted for unincorporated areas
and werc given the  pportunity to recommend bicvcle facilities projects for their local area. Finally, the
Regional Bicycle Plan was presented to the following MCAG committees: Citizen Advisory Committee
(CAC), Technical Planning Commiittee (TPC), Technical Review Board (I'RB), and the Governing
Board.

V. APPLICANT SIGNATURE
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An authorized representative of the applicant agency must sign the application.

The undersigned affirms that the statements contained in the application package are true and
complete to the best of the applicant’s knowledge.

Nan Date

- 11/27/07

Print Name

Panl A Fillaebrown

Title

Merced County Public Wovrks Director

Distribution: Local agency sends original and one copy to the DLAE. DLAE forwards original to BFU and
retains co] for district file.
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September 24, 2007

Mr. Pat Robledo

Local Assistance

California Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 2048

Stockton, California 93201

Dear Mr. Robled

[t 1s my pleasure to write in support of the Merced County Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge
project and the : plication for funding through the CalTrans Bicycle Transportation Account
{(BTA) Program.

The northern Hilmar community has limited access for school-age children to the south where
the public schools are located. Children traveling to school by bicycle or on foot do not have any
way of crossing | sral irrigation canal No. 7.

Hilmar Middie School opened in December 2003, at which time Turlock Irrigation District (TID)
bad a narrow maintenance “catwalk” across the canal for workers. Children were using the
maintenance “catwalk™ to cross the canal. TID has since removed the maintenance catwalk tor
safety concerns.

Without a safe and convenient path that crosses the lateral canal, many parents drive their
children to school, thus increasing traffic congestion and air pollution. The addition of this
bike/pedestrian bridge in Hilmar will encourage students, teachers, and other commuters to bike
or walk to their destination. The addition of this bike/pedestrian bridge will reduce vehicular
traffic in an area already designated as EXTREME for ozone.

“he addition of this Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge will allow children to commute to school daily
and will benefit the Hilmar community for many generations.

[oy.|

=1
(™)

Thank you for taking the time to consider the needs of Merced County.

Sincerely,

C O

Dennis Cardoza
Member of Congress



Octoher 29, 2007

Mr. Pat Robledo

Local Assistance, California Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 2048

Stockton, CA 95201

Dear Mr. Robledo:

It is my pleasure to write in support of the Merced County Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge
project and the application for funding through the Caltrans Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA)
Program. I wholeheartedly support these efforts.

The northern Hilmar community has limited access for school-age children to the south where
the public schools are located. Children traveling to school by bicycle or on foot do not have any way
of crossing lateral irrigation canal No. 7. Hilmar Middle School opened in Deccmber 2003, at which
time Turlock Irrigation District (TID) had a narrow maintenance “catwalk™ across the canal for
workers. Children were using the maintenance “catwalk” to cross the canal. TID has since removed
the maintenance catwalk for safety concems.

Without a safe and convenient path that crosses the lateral canal, many parents drive their
children to school, thus increasing traffic congestion and air pollution. The addition of this
bike/pedestrian bridge in Hilmar will encourage students, teachers, and other commuters to bike or
walk to their destination. The addition of this bike/pedestrian bridge will reduce vehicular traffic in an
area already designated as EXTREME for ozone. With more residents using bicycles and walking, this
should help reduce some of the harmful vehicle emissions and pollutants that would go into the air if
motorized vehicles were used.

The addition fthis Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge will allow children to commute to school daily
and will benefit the Hilmar community for many generations. Thank you for taking the time to

consider the needs of Merced County.

Sincerely,

Cathleen Galgiani
Asscmblymember, District 17

CG/mfw






Hilmar-Stevinson Municipal Advisory Council
PO Box 460
Hilmar, CA 95324

August 20, 2007

Supervisor Deidre Kelsey

Merced County Board of Supervisors
2222 M Street

Merced, CA 935340

Re: Scholar Way footbnidge

Dear Supervisor Kelsey:

The intent of { s letter is to offer the support of the Hilmar-Stevinson Municipal
Advisory Council for the construction of a footbridge over the Turlock Irrigation District
canal at Scholar Way.

Traffic and pedestrian safety have always been a priority for the community of Hilmar,
especially with Lander Avenue being in such close proximity to our school. With the
construction of this bridge, children will be able to walk to and from school without
having to walk along Lander Avenue,

We respectfully ask for your consideration and support in this matter.

Sincerely,

George Kapor, Secyetary
Hilmar-Stevins 1 Municipal Advisory Council






Notice of Exemption

Form D
To: [ ] Office of Planning and Research

From: (Public Agency) Merced County Public Works
PO Box 5044, {400 Tenth Street, Room 222
Sacramento, CA 95§ 1-3044

715 Martin Luther King Jr. Way

Merced, CA 935340 LA T
County Clerk (Address) e
L
e County of _Merced '—_ju 2
w7 3w
-
=
=] 3
Project Title:__Hilmar Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge Project = -
Project Location — Specific:_Turlock Irrigation District (TID) Lateral No. 7 across from H [ g;scﬁool and lrwin
High School in Hilmar, Cal rnia -
Project Location — City:_ Hilmar Project Location — County: _Merced
Description of Project: Design Enginesrina and construction of a new bicvcle/pedestrian crossing of a canal in the
Community of Hilmar

Name of Public Agency / proving Project: _Merced County

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Paul A. Fillebrown

Exempt Status: (check one)

D Ministerial (Sec, 21080(b)(1); 15268);

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)3); 15269(a));
D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)¢)):
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:

Section 15304(d)
[] Statutory Exemptions. State code number:
Reasons why projectis ¢ :mpt:

existing rights-of-way.

Minor Alterations to Land - Section 15301(h) The creation of bicycle lanes on

A permit will be required from TID since the project is partly located in TID's existing right-of-way.
The remainder of the project is within the adjacent County Road right-of-way.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Michael D. Edwards

Area Code/Telephone/Extension; (209)385-7602
If fiied by applicant:

lic agency approving the project? X]Yes [ JNo
Signatur

1/20/04 Title: Public Works Director

|Z| Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR:
Signed by Applicant Revised May 1999

Governor's Office of Planning and Research

27



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF MERCED, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of

THE SUBMITTAL OF A 2008/2009 BICYCLE )
TRANSPORTAT )N ACCOUNT GRANT ) RESOLUTION NO. 2007-170
APPLICATION = + THE CALIFORNIA )
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION'S )
BICYCLE FACILITIES UNIT FOR THE )
HILMAR LATERAL 7 CANAL BICYCLE )

)

)

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECT

WHEREZ2 , the California Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans) Bicycle
Facilities Unit ac 1inisters the Bicycle Transportation Account program which provides
State funds for city and county projects that improve the safety and convenience for bicycle
commuters; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Merced desires to provide bicycle facilities that offer
safety and convt ience to its bicycle commuters; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Merced wishes to submit an application to the Bicycle
Transportation Account program for monies to construct a bicycle/pedestrian bridge to
provide a safe and convenient crossing of the Turlock Irrigation District “Lateral 7”7 canal in
the community of Hilmar for school children and commuters; and,

WHEREAS, Merced County’s proposed project will be matched by funds from the
County in the an unt of $22,200 toward the total project cost of $222,000. These funds
will come from District 4 Supervisor Deidre Kelsey's Board Special Project Funds.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Public Works Director of the
County of Merced is authorized to submit a Bicycle Transportation Account grant
application to Caltrans’ Bicycle Facilities Unit; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County of Merced desires to commit a
$22,200 match t vard the total project cost of $222,000; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Merced County Board of Supervisors
authorizes the Public Works Director to sign the grant application. The Department of
Public Works will return to the Board of Supervisors upon receipt of the Caltrans
2008/2009 Bicyc  Transportation Account grant for Chairman to accept and sign ail grant-
related documents after review by Auditor-Controller and County Counsel.



