Questions and Answers on Pavement Concerns in D-3 Area

1.
What is the policy on bringing shoulders up to standard when the traveled way is improvement by adjacent shoulders are not?

The type of work in question has to do with grinder digout repairs in the traveled way.  For this type of work, there is no policy.  Usually this type of repair work is limited in funding and is intended for spot location repairs within the traveled way.  The primary focus is to repair damaged pavement in the traveled way to restore ride quality and reduce field maintenance worker exposure, especially in the winter months.  If the shoulders are in need of repair, those will be addressed on a case-by-case basis and amount of funding available.  When work is being accomplished by State forces, the maximum dollar amount allowed at a location is $125,000 which includes equipment, labor, material, and incidentals.  There must be a two mile separation between work locations.  When work is being completed by an HM funded contract, the amount of funds allocated can be around $700,000 - $800,000 per location.

2.
What is the policy for paving edge to edge?

It depends on the elevation of the highway, shoulder width and the type of material being used.  If the final lift of pavement is open graded asphalt concrete, for shoulder widths of eight feet or greater pave 1-2 feet beyond edge of traveled way (ETW) and for shoulder widths four feet or less pave to edge of pavement (EP).  The maximum elevation for paving open graded asphalt concrete is 2,500 ft.  For elevations above 2,500 ft, paving is accomplished with dense graded asphalt concrete and placement will be edge of pavement to edge of pavement.  There are some instances where we will pave with a gap graded asphalt concrete above 2,500 ft, but that will go to EP also.

3.
Is there a difference in policy for different types of pavement or funding?

Yes, this was partly discussed in question #2 based on the type of pavement.  It really depends on the type of work involved, a digout versus overlay, as to how the shoulder gets treated.  For funding, it should not matter.  More work will be accomplished with capital improvement funds and not as much work but will be accomplished with maintenance funds.

Another comment:

4.
Where bike lanes are designated on the highway, at least 3 feet of the paved bike lane width may be considered to be part of the traveled way.  This basic concept is proposed in the HDM update for Complete Streets, and it makes sense where there are significant bicycle volumes.

