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District Updates

District 1 – Alyson Hunter

D1 has some big non-motorized and Complete Streets Engineered Feasibility Studies (EFS) funded and getting underway. The first is the PCBR/MEN 1 EFS to assess gaps in the shoulder the whole length of the PCBR in Mendocino County and prepare engineered designs for completing the PCBR. The second will occur on SR 162 through Round Valley, also in Men Co. This EFS will look at improving the downtown Covelo area for NM users as well as off-highway ped and bike improvements linking housing, services and other destinations within the area. Lastly, the SR 29 Middletown EFS in Lake Co will look at downtown NM improvements while addressing vehicular operations and congestion issues. All three of these efforts are funded by a combination of EJ and SP&R grants. The EFS is a tool to bring planning concepts and potential projects closer to being able to be programmed once funding sources are identified; the EFS does not identify funding sources, nor is it a programming document. 

The RFPs for the Covelo and Middletown studies will soon be located at this site: http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/d1transplan/d1system.htm

The PCBR EFS has been awarded to Alta Planning, but is not yet under contract.

District 6 – Pedro Ramirez

There were a number of items concerning bikes that District 6 - Fresno was involved in.

I shared funding information with Peter Smith of the Kern Council of Governments.  He requested the information for the development of the Bakersfield Bike Masterplan.  I will work closely with Peter during the process of developing the bike master plan. 

A billboard was created showing information on what causes air pollution and how we can help reduce emissions by considering transit, bikes, walking, car-pooling, vanpooling, etc.  District 6 is working with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District's eTRIP program.  This program could help reduce air pollution by aiding Caltrans workers in choosing an alternative mode of transportation for their daily work commute.  The billboard was placed on lobby walls throughout Caltrans offices in Fresno.     

Bob Smith of Bike Bakersfield thanked Caltrans for the progress made on bike issues concerning the Hageman Flyover project Negative Declaration.   The Negative Declaration was for changing the circulation element on Hageman to freeway and remove a potential bikeway.  The Bakersfield city staff withdrew their amendment to change the classification of Hageman to freeway at the planning commission meeting.  Bob did not think he would have made as much progress without our help.  Caltrans is working with the City of Bakersfield for a bike ramp solution on the future facility. 

Currently, a project development team is researching a section of State Route 65 that may have some bike related issues.  The project manager has invited me to his next project development team meeting.

District 8 – Mark Roberts

A few months ago the City of Redlands striped their first dedicated Class II Bikeways in the City.  This is part of a strategy over time to create safe bike lanes throughout the City.

Beginning on Olive and Brookside avenues, contractors for the City will begin striping dedicated 5-foot bike lanes, which will include clear designations indicating the lanes are for cyclists. On Olive Avenue, the initial lanes will extend from Citrus to Center Street. On Brookside Avenue, the first lanes will run from Eureka to San Mateo.

The lanes are the first such dedicated bike lanes in the City, which is host to the annual Redlands Bicycle Classic and a home to thousands of amateur and recreational cyclists. 

A Class II Bikeway, according to the State of California Department of Transportation, provides a striped lane for one-way bike travel on a street or highway. Class III Bikeways provide for shared use with pedestrians and motor vehicles. Class I Bikeways provide a completely separated right of way for the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians.

The creation of designated bike lanes on Olive and Brookside is being performed in conjunction with traffic
