Suggested changes 2016Jan29 by John Whitehead.        New text is underlined in “Show Markup” view.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rumble Strip Fact Sheet
[image: ]The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is committed to preserving the safety of the traveling public on our State highways, for all modes of transportation.  

A significant amount of research has been conducted nationwide on the application of rumble strips, showing the safety benefits of rumble strips for vehicles in reducing run off the road and cross centerline collisions.  Caltrans has participated in research that has validated the effectiveness of rumble strips.  Now, California is making a renewed effort to make rumble strips less hazardous for bicyclists. and has taken steps to make rumble strips more accommodating and traversable for bicyclists without discomfort or control issues.  Caltrans' current standard rumble strips (pattern, style, and configuration) have been studied extensively were studied in 2001 for all modes of transportation.  The objective of the2001 study <rsreport01.pdf> was to tested a variety of rumble strips and edgeline striping treatments to determine which applications were mostcould be acceptable to bicyclists and still provide sufficient audible and vibratory sensation to alert errant automobile drivers. A fresh look at the 2001 test results was taken in 2015, leading to a new effort to improve rumble strips for bicyclists. Research For vehicles, research has indicated that shoulder rumble strips can reduce severe run off road collisions in excess of 25%.  Centerline rumble strips can reduce cross centerline collisions in excess of 25%.  Although a combination of both shoulder and centerline rumble strips can reduce vehicle collisions even further, the concern for bicycle safety is greater due to reduced passing distance.   

Caltrans is always looking to improve safety and accommodate all road users.  
· [image: ]Caltrans has two pilot projects (Inyo County on State RouteU.S. 395 & Inyo County on State RouteU.S. 6), currently in design phase and targeted to be in construction in 2016. Proposed are to install bicycle gaps or skip rumble strip patterns using Federal Highway Administration guidance along a continuous shoulder rumble strip to allow bicycles to ride in the recurring short gap pattern.  
· This allows for ease of movement of bicyclists from one side of the rumble to the other. The gap pattern is 12 feet between the milled-in rumble strips at 60-foot intervals.  Both of these routes, SR U.S. 395 and SR U.S. 6, have fairly high volumes of commuter and recreational bicycle traffic.  
· Pending results of these pilot projects, Caltrans will consider to have moretake new steps to improve bicycle safety statewide usage of these types of shoulder applications to accommodate bicycles where warrantedwherever rumble strips are used.  
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