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Buffered Bike Lanes 
 
I. Is it legal to cross? 
II.Do they conform to the MTUCD 

or are they an experiment? 
III.Are they a good idea? 
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Paseo Del Mar, Los Angeles 

I.  Is the white painted island a 
barrier not to be legally crossed? 
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21651. (a) Whenever a highway has 

been divided into two or more 

roadways by means of intermittent 

barriers or by means of a dividing 

section of not less than two feet in 

width, either unpaved or delineated 

by curbs, double-parallel lines, or 

other markings on the roadway, it is 

unlawful to do either of the 

following: 

 (1) To drive any vehicle over, upon, 

or across the dividing section.  

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 
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Conformity to Uniform Standards 

21401. (a) Except as provided in 

Section 21374, only those official 

traffic control devices that conform 

to the uniform standards and 

specifications promulgated by the 

Department of Transportation shall be 

placed upon a street or highway. 
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2’ wide unpaved 

Curb 1 Curb 2 

Double line 1 Double line 2 
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California Driver Handbook - Traffic Lanes  
 

Two solid yellow lines indicate no passing. Never drive to the left of these lines 

unless you are: 

 
•Turning left at an intersection. 
•Turning into or out of a private road or driveway. 
•In a carpool lane that has a designated entrance on the left. 
•Instructed by construction or other signs to drive on the other side of the road 

because your side of the road is closed or blocked. 

 

Two sets of solid double yellow lines spaced 2 feet or more apart are considered 

a barrier. Do not drive on or over this barrier or make a left turn or a U-turn across it 

except at designated openings (See diagram). 
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What about this? 

Single line 1 
Single line 2 

2’ or more space 

Delineated by a single line – CVC 21651 
does not apply. 
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21651. (a) Whenever a highway has 

been divided into two or more 

roadways by means of intermittent 

barriers or by means of a dividing 

section of not less than two feet in 

width, either unpaved or delineated 

by curbs, double-parallel lines, or 

other markings on the roadway,……. 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 

Wait a minute Dan, aren’t 
those “other markings”? 
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Distinctive Roadway Markings 

21459. (a) The Department of Transportation in respect 

to state highways and a local authority with respect 

to highways under its jurisdiction, is authorized to 

place and maintain upon highways distinctive roadway 

markings as described and with the effect set forth in 

Section 21460.  (b) The distinctive roadway markings 

shall be employed to designate any portion of a 

highway where the volume of traffic or the vertical or 

other curvature of the roadway renders it hazardous to 

drive on the left side of the marking or to indicate 

no driving to the left as provided in Section 21460, 

and shall not be employed for any other purpose. 

(c) Any pavement marking other than as described in 

this section placed by the Department of 

Transportation or any local authority shall not be 

effective to indicate no driving over or to the left 

of the marking.  

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 
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Double Lines 

21460. (a) If double parallel solid yellow 

lines are in place, a person driving a 

vehicle shall not drive to the left of the 

lines, except as permitted in this section. 

(b) If double parallel solid white lines are 

in place, a person driving a vehicle shall 

not cross any part of those double solid 

white lines, except as permitted in 

this section or Section 21655.8. 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 
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Conformity to Uniform Standards 

21401. (a) Except as provided in Section 

21374, only those official traffic control 

devices that conform to the uniform 

standards and specifications promulgated by 

the Department of Transportation shall be 

placed upon a street or highway. 

 

II.  Does it conform to MUTCD? 
For the sake of argument, maybe CVC 21651 
doesn’t apply, but there are no buffered bike 
lanes in the MUTCD or HDM.  That puts you in 
violation of CVC 21401. 



16 



17 



18 



What about this? 
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It’s not a 
buffered 
bike lane. 
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Channelization – Crossing discouraged, 

but not prohibited.  Conforms to MUTCD. 
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Looks Like an Experiment.  
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Bike lane and (MUTCD 3B.24) diagonal 
crosshatch to discourage travel on certain 
paved areas, such as shoulders.  Conforms to 
MUTCD.  
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Paseo Del Mar, Los Angeles 

III.  Is it a good idea?  It depends 
on the context. 


