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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

CALIFORNIA DIVISION

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100

Sacramento, CA. 95814

January 20, 2005

IN REPLY REFER TO

HDA-CA



File #: 750

Document #: 46462

Mr. Will Kempton, Director

California Department of Transportation

1120 N Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Attention:
Federal Resources Office, Room 3500



For Mr. Fardad Falakfarsa, Chief

Dear Mr. Kempton:

SUBJECT:  Emergency Relief (CA05-1) Notice Of Intent

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your Notice of Intent, dated January 18, 2005, which requested Emergency Relief (ER) funds, authorized under Sections 120 and 125 of Title 23, U.S. Code, to repair damages to Federal-aid highways resulting from the recent storm damage.  We further acknowledge two Governor Proclamations covering multiple counties.  The first addresses a state of emergency within the counties of Riverside, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, Kern, San Bernardino, Orange and San Diego resulting from storms that commenced on December 28, 2004.  The second Governor Proclamation addresses winter storm damage for Ventura County resulting from severe rainstorms that commenced on January 6, 2005.

From preliminary estimates from state representatives, we understand total damages to State Routes to be in excess of $85 Million.  As of the date of this letter we understand 17 State Highways remain closed at 19 locations and the state has employed 45 emergency contracts to expedite the repair.  

You should proceed with any necessary emergency repairs to restore essential travel, to begin preliminary engineering comprising surveys, design, and preparation of construction plans, to perform the permanent restoration work required as an associated part of the emergency operations, and to use State forces and/or negotiated equipment rental contracts as necessary to perform the work.  

The eligibility of such work for ER funds will be contingent upon a favorable finding by our office.  Our decision will be based upon review of the Damage Survey Summary Report, compilation of other pertinent information and site reviews by our office.  The Federal ER disaster number to be associated with this incident, encompassing all damage within all counties designated under both Governor Proclamations will be CA05-1.

All Emergency repairs accomplished within 180 days from the day of incident, December 28, 2004, may be reimbursed at 100 percent Federal share.   Permanent Restoration (PR) work other than that performed as an incidental part of the Emergency Opening (EO), shall not be performed prior to program approval and authorization by this office.  For all sites individually identified as potentially eligible for Federal ER reimbursement, recordkeeping should be adequate to permit audit of costs on a site‑by‑site basis.  A complete photographic record of the site before repairs is also recommended.

We will be meeting with members of your staff to make arrangements for reviewing the disaster damages.  The Federal Highway Administration representatives will be involved in field reviews and preparation of individual site damage assessment forms (DAFs) for sites not subject to the October 19, 1998 revised ER Program Delegation.   

If you have any questions, please contact Scott McHenry at (916) 498-5854 or Nancy Bobb, at (916) 498-5033.







Sincerely,







/s/ Gene K. Fong







Gene K. Fong







Division Administrator

cc: (e-mail)

Jim Varney, Caltrans 

Teresa Schmitt, Caltrans

Sue Clarke, Caltrans

Randy Steen, Caltrans

Greg Wolf, FHWA (HIPA)

John Dewar

Bill Forrester

Maiser Kaled

Scott McHenry

Nancy Bobb

Jeff Lewis

Ken Kochevar
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