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                Cultural Studies

                
                    The surviving traces of the historic and prehistoric past are non-renewable resources. They are easily degraded or destroyed by highway projects unless an appropriate effort is made to identify, evaluate, and protect them. Documenting the often-ephemeral traces of our collective history adds to the understanding and appreciation of California's past by future generations.

The public is concerned about how Caltrans projects affect cultural resources. Responsible consideration of cultural values in the course of project planning and implementation helps avoid conflict and build support for Caltrans transportation objectives. This concern is manifested by a suite of laws and regulations that relate to archaeological, historical and social-cultural resources and issues.

Caltrans complies with federal laws for transportation projects with federal funding. This process is commonly known as "Section 106" of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Significant non-archaeological resources are also subject to Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (PDF). Caltrans must also comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 and uses the California Historical Resource Status Codes for this purpose.

The concerns of Native Americans are also addressed by a variety of specialized federal and state laws and regulations. See the Native American Cultural Studies page for more information.

Caltrans has established policies and guidance for compliance with federal and state cultural resources laws and regulations. They are contained in the Caltrans Standard Environmental Reference (SER), Volume 2 - Cultural Resources.


Caltrans is seeking comments on the proposed draft Section 106 Programmatic Agreement and PRC 5024 MOU. See the Section 106 PA and PRC 5024 MOU page for more information. 

What We Do:

	Section 106 Coordination
	Public Resources Code 5024 Coordination

    
	Native American Cultural Studies and Tribal Coordination
	California Historical Bridges and Tunnels
	Archaeology at Caltrans


Policy:

	CalNAGPRA and NAGPRA
	SER Volume 2--Cultural Resources
	Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (PDF)
	Public Resources Code 5024 MOU (PDF)
	Section 106 PA/PRC 5024 MOU Renewal


Resources: 

	
    Cultural Resources Templates for Section 106 and 5024 compliance documents
	Publications
	Public Outreach


                

                
                    
                

        
    




    
    
        
            
                        
                                        
Statewide Campaigns

	ADA Access
	Adopt-A-Highway
	Amber Alert
	Be Work Zone Alert
	CAL FIRE

            



                        

                        
                                        
 Statewide Campaigns

	Cal OES: Power Outage and Fire Recovery Resources
	California Climate Investments
	California Connected
	California Transportation Plan 2050

            



                        

                        
                                        
 Statewide Campaigns

	Clean California
	Energy Upgrade
	Go Safely California
	HeatReadyCA.com
	Move Over Law

            



                        

                        
                                        
 Statewide Campaigns

	REAL ID
	Save Our Water
	Stormwater Education Campaign
	Tenant and Landlord Resources
	Unclaimed Property
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