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1        Los Angeles, California, Thursday, August 6, 2015

2                            6:16 p.m.

3

4         MR. BRITT:  All right.  Evening.  Can everyone hear

5   me?  I think I'll just hold this.  If you want to grab a

6   seat we're going to go ahead and get started.  While

7   everyone is grabbing a seat, I just want to make sure that

8   everyone is signed in.  If you haven't signed in, please

9   take the time to do that before you leave.  That will help

10   us to document everyone that's here and have you on our

11   data base.  I want to make sure that everyone had an

12   opportunity to grab a fax sheet.  So there was materials

13   when you walked in that looked like this, has information

14   about the project that's very useful and also contact

15   information that's also helpful.

16         If you would like to make a comment tonight, we do

17   have a speaker card that looks like this, it's green.  You

18   will need to fill this out and we'll collect these and

19   then we'll make the announcement at the end so that people

20   can speak and get your opportunity to do that.

21         We also have a white card that looks like this,

22   which is actually a comment card.  So if you would like to

23   just handwrite a comment and not actually make a verbal

24   comment, you're able to do that.  And we have a comment

25   box in the back on one of those blue tables where you can
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1   just leave it behind.  There's also a return part that if

2   you wanted to take it home and think about it, you can

3   mail it back in and it will get to the right place if you

4   send it in.

5         So those are the items.  We do have refreshments in

6   the back.  There is restrooms out these doors on the left,

7   on my left or on your right which go into the main

8   sanctuary where the restrooms are located.  So with that

9   we are going to go ahead and get started with our

10   presentation.

11         You should be here tonight for the SR-710 surplus

12   property sales draft environmental impact report.  And

13   tonight we're going to have one of our two public hearings

14   that are going to be taking place.  The first is tonight

15   and the second one is August 10th.

16         My name is Chester Britt, I'm with Arellano

17   Associates.  We are part of a project team, LSA is the

18   lead consultant.  We are working with Caltrans and tonight

19   you're going to be hearing from Ron Kosinski.  Ron, if you

20   could raise your hand.  He's director of environmental

21   affairs at Caltrans.  And then Allison Morrow, she's the

22   project manager for the project.

23         I also have, with our staff, Raul Velasquez who is

24   up here in the front.  He'll be walking around collecting

25   the speaker cards during the meeting.  So if you want to
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1   speak just waive it and he'll walk around and grab it from

2   you.  From LSA we have King Thomas who's in the back, he's

3   in the blue shirt waving his hand.  He's the lead for LSA,

4   the technical consultant.  And then Ryan Bensley who is

5   also in the back in the white shirt waving his hand at us

6   as well.

7         So you'll be hearing from all of us.  We'll be

8   staying here after the presentation as well by the boards

9   to help you understand what's on the boards; if you have

10   questions or if you'd like to ask some clarifying items in

11   relation to the information.

12         So that's our welcome and our introduction.  We also

13   have -- actually let me just mention Julio Torres from

14   counsel member Jose gist arrest's District 14.  Julio, are

15   you here?  Way in back in the white shirt.  Raise your

16   hand one more time so we can see you.  There you go.

17         So welcome, thank you for coming.  So what are we

18   going to be doing tonight?  Tonight is a public hearing as

19   I mentioned for the 710 surplus property sales.  We're

20   going to provide an overview of the proposed action.

21   There is an environmental document which I mentioned is

22   back on that blue table next to the comment box.  You're

23   able to look at that document both here physically and

24   also online in selected locations.  We'll give you an

25   overview of the proposed action that's in that document
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1   and you'll be able to understand that.

2         We're also here to explain the environmental review

3   process.  This is a formal proceeding and we will have a

4   court reporter here and when it's time to take comments,

5   he will be transcribing all of the comments and we'll get

6   a report from all the comments.  And all the comments are

7   that are received both verbal and also the written

8   comments are going to be compiled and become part of the

9   final environmental document and those comments will be

10   replied to or responded to in that final document.  And

11   then, also, we explained a little bit about the public

12   comment process as we go along.

13         So what is the purpose of today's meeting?  Well,

14   the number one purpose is to provide information.  So we

15   have, as I mentioned, a variety of boards, we have the

16   document, we're going to have a powerpoint presentation

17   which we'll be going through right now; and that will give

18   you information as to what is this project, what is the

19   process, what are the alternatives, what are the

20   environmental summary impacts that are found in the

21   document, and we'll be giving you that information.

22         So tonight you should be learning something if you

23   are interested in the project which you are because you're

24   here; you're going to be finding information out.  The

25   second item is to describe the environmental review
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1   process and the subsequent decision making.  Many times,

2   when we come to meetings like this people ask the

3   question, well, who makes the decision and when is the

4   decision made?  So you'll be learning about that process

5   today.  We are under environmental law and so there is a

6   process to be followed and we'll be explaining that.

7         And then thirdly, we're here to solicit input from

8   you.  So we want to hear from you and we want you to

9   either do that verbally if you feel comfortable doing that

10   or if you would rather write it down, you can write that

11   down and send it to us.  And we want to know issues and

12   concerns related to the project, including any information

13   that you might have about the alternatives and any of the

14   mitigation matters that are being proposed.

15         When we get to the oral comment section it will be

16   after the presentation.  Members of the public will be

17   able to provide comments.  As I mentioned, we'll call your

18   name, you'll come up and we'll have a microphone where you

19   can make your comment.

20         As I mentioned you need to fill out a speaker card

21   and we'll call you out three at a time so that you can

22   queue up and we'll be respective of each other's time.

23   We'll allow for three minutes for you to make your

24   comments so that you have plenty of time to say what you

25   need to say.  And then we're asking that you don't share
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1   your time with other people.  So if we get through the

2   round of comments and you still want to make another

3   comment, you can come back up and make another comment.

4   But for the sake of being respectful of everyone's time,

5   we'll start off with three minutes each.

6         So with that, I'm going to bring up Ron Kosinski and

7   he's going to give you an overview.

8         MR. KOSINSKI:  Thank you, Chester.

9         Hello, my name is Ron Kosinski I'm the deputy for

10   environmental planning with Caltrans.  And we're here

11   today to talk about the potential sale of the properties

12   along the 710 route.

13         The route that we have these houses on, we started

14   buying properties on those about 50 years ago.  So in the

15   60s and 70s, we started to buy properties and that's when

16   we introduced this proposed project to the community.

17   There's a variety of properties over 460 I think is the

18   total number.  And they're in Pasadena, South Pasadena and

19   El Sereno.

20         Currently, what we're here today for is when we

21   identify these properties as no longer being needed; to

22   find a process that we have to sell those properties as

23   excess.  The purpose and need of the project is to sell

24   these properties as I mentioned, especially the properties

25   that are not impacted by any of the project alternatives.
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1         In terms of the construction, transportation

2   construction project there's a variety of alternatives

3   that impact a variety of properties; so as they're making

4   the decision on what to do about that project, the

5   construction of a transportation improvement project,

6   they'll be making a similar decision on how to sell the

7   properties that are no longer needed for those

8   alternatives.  This action is intended to provide

9   affordable housing which is another need for this project

10   and to remove Caltrans from the project management role.

11   Caltrans is a transportation agency, really is not that

12   well equipped to manage these houses which we've had for

13   50 years or so.  And so we'd like to extricate ourselves

14   from that responsibility.

15         And lastly, as noted here, the sales includes the

16   need to comply with senate bill that was passed -- which

17   I'll chat about in a little bit -- the Roberti bill and

18   affordable sales bill as well as the streets and highways

19   code.

20         The study area, obviously, is dealing with basically

21   south of the 210 and north of the 10 freeway.  There's,

22   again, the houses primarily in Los Angeles, there's close

23   to 300 of these houses in the El Sereno area in the City

24   of Los Angeles.  So that's where the major portion of

25   these properties are.  There's some in Pasadena and a
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1   lesser amount in South Pasadena.  But that's basically the

2   study area that we're talking about in terms of selling

3   these houses.

4         Now, in legislation and regulations.  In October of

5   2013 I think it was -- 2013, Governor Brown signed SB 460

6   which basically said it's time to declare these properties

7   excess and to sell them at affordable rates to eligible

8   tenants.  And then through some kind of an entity where

9   that would go through the process of going through the

10   escrows and identifying the potential persons buying it,

11   making sure the various regulations that are adopted are

12   followed.

13         So that's really one element of that.  The other one

14   is that as we're selling these houses, some of the funds

15   will be set aside to assist in an account that would be

16   helping with repairing the single family houses that are

17   sold to low and moderate income individuals.

18         Another bill that's mentioned periodically is the

19   Roberti bill.  I think it's from about 1980, '84,

20   something like that which was a bill that also kind of

21   identified how the state should be selling properties.

22   That was pretty much focused on route 2 at the time, but

23   also applied to this location.

24         And the affordable sales program and that's a

25   separate piece of legislation that there are -- I should
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1   point this out -- there are regulations that are being

2   adopted.  We're here today not to talk about those

3   regulations.  There's a separate process for you to input

4   into that.  They've had community meetings and things out

5   here to solicit input on that.  So this meeting is really

6   about what are the impacts of selling these houses and the

7   process that would be taking place.  So that the

8   regulations are on a separate track, please keep that in

9   mind and I think it's kind of confusing.  It's certainly

10   confusing to me.  There's regulations and then there's

11   environmental document.  So we're here today to talk about

12   the environmental document and the impacts of the sale on

13   the community.

14         There's basically two basic alternatives that we

15   have.  One is just, let's just continue what we're doing.

16   Caltrans keeps these houses, we don't take any action, we

17   don't sell the properties and just kind of manage them the

18   way we're doing.  So there would be no change under

19   alternative one to what's happening today.  There are

20   issues associated with that.

21         Alternative 2 has a couple options and variations on

22   how to do this.  The sale of the property under

23   alternative 2 variation 1 option 1 is to sell these houses

24   over a five year period.  So it's a gradual sale of the

25   properties.  And that would be -- under that option we
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1   have the option then of retaining the subsurface rights

2   for a future tunnel within that corridor.  So again,

3   variation A is sell the properties gradually over a five

4   year period and keep the subsurface rights as a part of

5   that sale.

6         With variation A option B they're selling the

7   properties over that same five year period, but you're

8   also selling and conveying the subsurface property rights.

9   So that's option 2 with that variation.

10         And then we have variation B.  Variation B basically

11   is, let's sell all these properties as quickly as

12   possible, as fast as we can, immediately; with the same

13   two options I just articulated.  So we sell these

14   immediately with option 1; we would retain the subsurface

15   rights; we'd sell these properties immediately.  But with

16   option 2, we would convey those property subsurface rights

17   with the parcels that we're selling.

18         So I know that's a little bit difficult to

19   understand and they maybe made it too complex.  But we

20   felt it was important those issues and those variations be

21   include as part of this process.

22         So with that, I'm going to stop my presentation and

23   pass this over to Allison for the environmental

24   implications that we've discovered up to now, Allison.

25         MS. MORROW:  Thank you.  Good evening, I'm
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1   Allison Morrow.  I'm a senior environmental planner for

2   Caltrans and I oversaw the preparation of this draft

3   environmental impact report.  So I'm going to talk a

4   little bit about the process and some of the our findings.

5         So, essentially, the purpose of the DEIR is it's

6   largely a disclosure document; in which, we discuss a

7   project or in this case an action and an analysis of its

8   effects on people and the environment.  We also include

9   ways we can possibly minimize or mitigate these effects.

10   So here is kind of a graphic on where we are in the

11   process.

12         Last year in June, we noticed our intent to prepare

13   a DEIR for this action.  Since then, we have been

14   conducting studies and conducting our analysis and

15   released the DEIR on July 10th.  We originally planned for

16   a 45 day review period and we have since extended that to

17   September 8th, 60 days.  We are currently at hearings, if

18   you were wondering.  We have one today and we have one on

19   Monday in Pasadena.

20         And then after we close our review period, we will

21   gather all our comments, we will respond to those comments

22   and we will choose a preferred alternative and prepare our

23   final environmental document later this year hopefully.

24         So here's a quick list of the some of the topics we

25   evaluated in this document.  They include land use,
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1   community factors, relocations, growth, cultural

2   resources, hazardous waist and cumulative effects.

3         So a quick summary of some of our findings in the

4   DEIR which as has been said before you can find in the

5   back if you need more detail.

6         Under the no action alternative, there could be

7   potentially significant impacts to local plan consistency.

8   These could be avoided or mitigated if the respective

9   agencies, Pasadena and South Pasadena, amended those plans

10   to reflect that the properties would not be sold.  And,

11   again, that's under alternative one, the no action

12   alternative; if we were not to sell these properties.

13         Under alternative 2, and this is the case for all

14   variations and options that Ron just went through, there

15   are potential impacts to community character that could

16   occur due to some displacement and subsequent new owners

17   taking residence in those homes.  We do anticipate that

18   these impacts are going to be less than significant as the

19   separate but parallel affordable sales program regulations

20   are being developed to afford tenants every opportunity to

21   purchase their residence.

22         So also under alternative 2, all variations and

23   options, we do believe that less than significant impact

24   with regards to relocations would occur because we do

25   believe there are a sufficient number of residential
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1   replacement properties for those that are displaced in

2   this area.  In terms of growth-inducing impacts, we don't

3   believe that any growth-inducing impacts would occur.  The

4   sale would not result in the need to expand any public

5   services, it wouldn't encourage or facilitate any economic

6   development, it wouldn't involve any precedent setting

7   actions that could result in any kind of growth.

8         Again, continuing with alternative 2, we do believe

9   there may be a low potential for adverse impacts to

10   cultural resources that could result in a significant

11   effect.  Some of these properties out there are historic

12   homes and they are considered historic resources.  And so

13   our intent is to sell any of these historic resources with

14   protective covenants in place that would avoid impacts to

15   these properties.  They covenants would help those

16   properties retain that that makes them historic and they

17   would be held in perpetuity.  There is a small possibility

18   that in the unlikely event that we cannot locate a buyer

19   for a historic property, we would have to -- because of

20   the presence of a covenant -- we would remove the covenant

21   in order to sell the property.  This could cause an

22   adverse effect to that historic resource.  And that could

23   also potentially contribute to a cumulative impact.  And

24   then, finally, we do believe that less than significant

25   impacts with incorporation and mitigation with regards to
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1   hazardous waist may occur.  This is due to the fact that

2   many of the potential surplus properties could contain

3   asbestos containing materials, lead-based paint, you know,

4   generally the things you find in older properties.  But we

5   do not believe they would pose a risk if they are handled

6   and disposed of properly as we outlined in the DEIR.  And

7   now I'm going to hand it back over to Chester.

8         MR. BRITT:  Thank you Allison.  So as I mentioned,

9   we are going to be taking public comment.  We would ask

10   that you focus your comments on environmental concerns.

11   The benefit of the comments, as you've heard, is that the

12   environmental team will be required to look at each of

13   those comments and respond to them as part of the final

14   environmental document.  So please keep your comments

15   focused on issues related to the document if possible.

16         The comments must be received or postmarked, as you

17   heard by Allison, no later than September 8th.  There was

18   a previous date of August 24th which it got extended; that

19   used to be 45 days and now its 60 days.  So September 8th

20   is the date and if you're going to be mailing, for

21   example, this back to us we would need to have it by then.

22   Obviously, if you make a comment tonight, you're in that

23   timeframe and there's no problem.  You can also submit

24   your comments by filling out a comment form, I mentioned

25   that, and submitting it at this meeting or mailing it
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1   back.  You can mail letters to Ron Kosinski who previously

2   spoke and here is his address as well.

3         There's also the ability to make comments online.

4   This should be in the documents that we handed out and you

5   can also see it here on the screen.  If you go to this

6   location, 710propertysalescomments.com you'll have the

7   ability to make a comment.

8         I would like to point out that in the back on my

9   right or your left is a series of laptops that are set up.

10   For this project Caltrans has hired a company that does

11   smart comment which allows you to provide a comment

12   online.  And that will help the environmental team be very

13   efficient as they gather all the comments and then go

14   through the process of replying to each comments, that

15   they'll be categorized appropriately and they'll be in the

16   system.  So it's a very efficient way to do it.  You can

17   go and sit down tonight and type your comment in and

18   you'll be done.  You can also go online to this location

19   that I mentioned earlier and you can also do that.  And

20   that's just an easier way for those that feel comfortable

21   using computers and would like to take advantage of that.

22   And then, finally, the oral comments as well.

23         So with that, I'm going to read off the few comment

24   cards or speaker cards that I have.  If you would like to

25   make a comment, again, Raul's going to be walking around,

Page 17

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127



1   he'll collect that.

2         As I read your name, please come up to this

3   microphone.  We do have the court reporter here, so I

4   would ask that you state your name for the record.  Even

5   though I'm calling your name, if you could state your name

6   so the court reporter will get you saying it, that will be

7   great.

8         And then there will be a timer that will appear on

9   the screen that will show three minutes.  It will just

10   count down, there's no buzzer or something.  We don't have

11   very many people so we're not going to be extremely

12   rigorous, but we would ask that you be respectful of

13   everyone's time in making your comment.

14         So the first person I have is Don Jones and then

15   Joe -- looks like Salas.  And then Dr. Tom Williams.  So I

16   have Don Jones, Joe Salas and Dr. Tom Williams.

17         MR. JONES:  My name is Don Jones.  I'm with the No

18   710 organizing committee and the Caltrans Tenants

19   Association and United California Tenants Association as

20   well.

21         I'm here to speak on behalf of Senator David Roberti

22   who apologized that he can't be here today, but he will be

23   with us on Monday in Pasadena.  It's interesting that they

24   show the Roberti bill legislation up there; but I asked

25   the senator, did anybody ask you anything about this,
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1   senator?  He said no one asked me.  I said in the

2   environmental impact document and he said not in my name.

3   So I'd like to read his comments to you.

4         "My name is David Robert and I served in the

5   California State Senate from 1981 to 1993.  I will be here

6   today with the citizen of El Sereno, Pasadena and South

7   Pasadena who are facing a major housing problem that needs

8   your urgent attention.  In the 1960s the California

9   Department of Transportation as part of the 710 reroute

10   approval acquired properties in the communities of

11   El Sereno Pasadena and South Pasadena under eminent

12   domain.  These properties would have been demolished for

13   the expansion of 710 freeway, displacing hundred of

14   residents, bringing crime, hazardous pollution and

15   dividing these historic neighborhoods.

16         Thanks to the hard work and perseverance of those

17   communities, the Caltrans Tenants Association, the UCT

18   association and community groups, the 710 extension

19   project was not completed, but their struggle continues

20   over the now surplus properties.  In 1979 the California

21   legislature adopted the Roberti bill.  The Roberti bill

22   emphasized the shortage of decedent, safe and sanitary

23   housing which persons or families of low or moderate

24   income can afford and requires surplus properties to be

25   offered to existing occupants at affordable rates.
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1   According to the Caltrans 2015 draft environmental impact

2   report, Caltrans intended to sell these surplus properties

3   to 'provide needed affordable housing.'  However, Caltrans

4   has been neglecting them, allowing these properties to

5   fall into disrepair, bringing blight to these communities.

6         A 2012 state audit report calls Caltrans property

7   management poor, something the residents of these

8   communities have affirmed for years.

9         In addition to failing to perform annual property

10   inspections, resolve major inhabitability issues such as

11   mold and earthquake damage, Caltrans has been unable to

12   demonstrate that the repairs performed were necessary,

13   reasonable or cost-effective.  Caltrans has served

14   numerous eviction notices to these tenants.  And it's in

15   draft relocation impact report it has identified 148

16   households that will be displaced by the surplus property

17   sales.

18         While the impact report has been unavailable for our

19   review, previous relocation initiatives for the 710

20   properties have been identified particularly problematic

21   for residences that are already overcrowded.  This will

22   effect the elderly, low income, ethnic minorities, those

23   who do not have access to private vehicles and disabled

24   residents.  This represents many of the residents of

25   El Sereno, Pasadena and South Pasadena.  I cannot allow
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1   that to happen, not in my name."  Thank you.

2         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Okay.  So we have Joe Salas

3   and Dr. Tom Williams.  Is Joe here?  Joe going once?  What

4   was that?

5         No comment.  Okay.  Dr. Tom Williams and then we

6   have Mike Rivera.

7         DR. WILLIAMS:  Good evening, Dr. Tom Williams.

8   LA 32 neighborhood counsel board member, Sierra Club

9   transportation board member and a few others.

10         The basic element, is this the right way to go?

11         First off, let's have an extension until, say,

12   September the 28th because it's very confusing documents.

13   And, in fact, when you have the technical reports

14   separated from the references, we don't know who's on

15   first and which ones take priority.

16         Therefore, okay, first thing, the no action

17   alternative.  Another 20 years of Caltrans management of

18   these properties; God help us.  Based upon the last 30

19   years that I know of and there were those before me, it's

20   not a good deal and it should be changed from no action to

21   future without project or future without other actions.

22         As part of the extension, we'd also like to have an

23   outreach meeting in South Pasadena.  They're one of the

24   three, right?

25         Okay.  There's also an issue as to, did anyone
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1   actually find the announcement for this meeting and

2   Monday's meeting on the Caltrans webpage?  I went through

3   searching for over a half hour and it's not listed as an

4   event, it's not on the calendar, it's not what's new.  So

5   very poor outreach.  How did anyone actually find out

6   about it?  We didn't have enough handouts yesterday at the

7   neighborhood counsel board member meeting and we didn't

8   have them this morning at the senior's club meeting.  So

9   it's difficult to find out what's going on.

10         Having some experience, why do you have to have the

11   subsurface property when you don't even know where the

12   line is going to go?  Because we've already put in to EIR

13   last night that they need to relocate the entire tunnel

14   alignment to a much quicker, faster, cheaper way.

15         So can we separate out everything north of Templeton

16   should be sold immediately?  And oh, by the, way the SB

17   14 -- 4118 I guess it was and Roberti didn't give a five

18   year program for sales; they said do it.  So why isn't

19   that an alternative?  Do it immediately and that should be

20   the base case based upon the rules or the regulations and

21   such.

22         We're also concerned -- oh, has anyone considered

23   the property tax impacts of this project on LA, South

24   Pasadena and Pasadena?  Those are not addressed either, as

25   to would it be continuing for another 20 years under the

Page 22

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127



1   no action?  So we're looking alternate several different

2   views and we will be submitting them online.

3         The problem with your online is:  It has a megabyte

4   limit on uploading.  And it also has a loss of all

5   formatting in the direct inputs.  So it's a trash input

6   page.  I would highly recommend somebody improve it so

7   that's it's more user-friendly and accept MS Word

8   documents.  Thank you.

9         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Okay.  The last speaker card

10   that I have is Mike Rivera.  So if anyone else would like

11   to speak?

12         Raul, can you just grab that.

13         No, tonight is public hearing.  So we're not going

14   to do question and answer.  So go ahead and state your

15   name.

16         MR. RIVERA:  Good evening.  My name is

17   Michael Rivera and I'm a Caltrans tenant since 1971.  I

18   just have a comment to make regarding the studies.  And

19   that is, who are the people that actually did these

20   studies?

21         You know, from a comment point of conversation, we

22   don't know who they are.  I mean, if it was done by

23   Caltrans, it's not specified and I just went through it

24   and wrote down a bunch of information regarding the

25   studies.  But it doesn't say their qualifications, if they
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1   were qualified to do these studies, it has no background;

2   it just basically says done by Caltrans.  And I'm really

3   curious as to, were they even qualified to do these?  Do

4   they have the ability to do these properly where we can

5   understand them?  But, you know, it's a matter of

6   transparency.  And that needs to occur before we can

7   really trust these reports, because normally these reports

8   take years to get done.  Anybody can look in Los Angeles

9   Times or various newspapers or news sources and see what

10   happens with these environmental studies and how long they

11   normally take.  And to have this done in such an expedited

12   manner, some people are going to say, well it's up to

13   question.

14         You know, it's like, how did you get it done that

15   fast?  So there needs to be a better transparency as far

16   as the qualifications of the people; were they the right

17   people to do it; should you have outsourced it to a

18   company that is a third party where they didn't have any

19   skin in the game; therefore, they can give an absolutely

20   honest report regarding both of these reports.

21         So it's the kind of thing that, because of things

22   that have happened in the past with all of us tenants

23   regarding, like, we got roofs replaced at such an

24   unbelievable cost that the that contractors told us about

25   and then to have this occur, you know, we've got to
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1   question it.  And we need to understand what's going on.

2   People came up to replace my roof and it didn't leak.  And

3   I've had a broken window for almost two years that they

4   won't replace.  It's just a small window.  It's like 18 by

5   20.  And I've seen vacant houses get exorbitant repairs

6   done to them, but yet my agent who does the yearly home

7   inspection says we don't have the money to fix your

8   window.  Well, you know, something's up.

9         So let's try and be a little more transparent on

10   this.  We'd like to work with you, I'm sure you'd like to

11   work with us.  Because after all, we're the taxpayers,

12   we're the ones putting the money out there.  So there

13   needs to be a better line of communication.  Why some

14   things are happening, why some things are not happening.

15   Like I say, fixing up vacant houses but you can't fix a

16   broken window.  What's up with that?

17         So if we can get a little bit more honesty and

18   transparency going to allow us to examine the documents;

19   to allow us to examine the people who generate the

20   documents, maybe then we can turn around and have a little

21   more faith in what you're proposing to us as far as the

22   sales program.  Because that creates doubt on that.  One

23   doubts leads to another doubt, leads to a third doubt,

24   leads to a fourth doubt, leads to a fifth doubt in this

25   never ending chain.  And that's my comment for tonight.
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1   Thank you.

2         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  All right.  So we've got

3   some more comments.  So it looks like Elisa Almeida.  And

4   then she'll be followed by Michelle Garcia and

5   Patrick Garcia.  Just state your name.  Thank you.

6         MS. ALMEIDA:  Hi, Elisa Almeida.  Tenant, resident

7   of El Sereno, 30 years.  I just want to add to something

8   the young man just said about being tax payers.  We're the

9   ones that pay the rent.  We're the ones that do everything

10   for the house.  And as far as taxes, in case a lot of you

11   don't know, Caltrans does not pay taxes on these homes.

12         Okay.  My comment card is in regard to the impact of

13   the community of Caltrans tenants.  It would affect the

14   historical homes.  On the PDF file it says there's only 10

15   homes in El Sereno.  That's wrong.  Just on my block

16   alone, Sheffield, up to Norwood [sic], I counted eight.

17   And if I go further, I'm sure I'll count eight more.  And

18   if I go around the corner, all the way to Stockbridge I'm

19   sure I'll find eight more.  Right?  Okay.  He knows.

20         So that in itself, those historical homes, they're

21   also not being taken care of.  So that makes a big impact

22   to our community.  Because there's craftsmens in South

23   Pasadena, Pasadena but we have them too.  We have

24   Saint Ann's, we have all kinds historical homes that are

25   not being made that way anymore.  So this needs to be
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1   addressed too, in the historical site.

2         Do I do my other comment card or do I wait?

3         MR. BRITT:  Yeah.  Do both.

4         MS. ALMEIDA:  So I have to read my name again?

5   Everybody knows me.

6         Okay.  Who, when -- and not what -- but why are you

7   not disclosing these 148 people -- households?  Yes,

8   households.

9         What I read on that PDF file, it doesn't tell me who

10   they are, where they live, I mean, for all I know, it

11   could be me.  Again, we're living in limbo.  That's how

12   we've been living, in limbo.  And I think everybody in

13   El Sereno agrees with that.  We don't know what you're

14   going to do, we don't know when you're going to do it,

15   you've had plenty of time to disclose it but you don't do

16   it, plenty.  So that, I say, therefore, we need 90 days,

17   not 60 days, 90 days so we can do our own research to find

18   out who what and why.

19         Now, on outreach, I know that's not environment, but

20   as a senior advocate, I think your outreach is terrible.

21   Terrible.  Because in our community, the councilmen is

22   only allowed 199.  I don't know how many papers you're

23   allowed to send out, but all these people that live there

24   have already been living there over 30 years they own the

25   damn house.  Excuse me, they own their houses.  Okay?
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1         So I think that you should look on everybody's

2   spreadsheet, who's been living there the longest and send

3   them a letter, not a file, they don't have computers.  I

4   have to go into their house and explain what I read on

5   that CD-thing.  So you need to send letters to these

6   seniors, 37 years, 40, 40-some years, 63 years, come on.

7   Your outreach is terrible.  For Metro, for Caltrans, we

8   need better than that.  Yeah.  Okay.  You have your

9   websites and all that.  So that means I have to go to

10   everyone with my laptop and explain everything.  That's

11   not right.  Most of my street are seniors, including me.

12   Okay.  And they don't even have the skills to use the

13   computer even if they did have one.  So they have to call

14   their children, they have to call me, they have to -- or

15   their children are calling me to find out.  So okay.  I

16   vented.

17         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Michelle Garcia followed by

18   Patrick Garcia.

19         MS. GARCIA:  Hello.  For the record, my name is

20   Michelle Garcia.

21         The date is August 6th, 2015.  This letter is to

22   Mr. Ron Kosinski, Deputy District Director, Caltrans

23   District 7, division of environmental planning, 100 South

24   Main Street, MS-16, Los Angeles, California 90012.

25         CC to Mr. Jerry Brown, Governor, Ms. Kamala Harris,
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1   Attorney General, Mr. Malcolm Dougherty, Caltrans

2   Director, Mr. Brian Kelly, Acting Secretary of the

3   California Business, Transportation and Housing Agency,

4   Ms. Carrie Bowen, Director, Caltrans District 7,

5   Mr. Brent Green, Chief, Division of Right of Way and Land

6   Surveys, Mrs. Jennifer Lowden, Assistant Chief, Division

7   of Right of Way and Land Surveys.

8         "Mr. Kosinski,

9         This letter is written on behalf of the United

10   Caltrans Tenants (UCT) residing primarily in the community

11   of El Sereno.  UCT was formed on December of 2012 in the

12   wake of Caltrans' ill-conceived imposition of rent hikes

13   and initiation of the revamping of Caltrans' Affordable

14   Rent Program Regulations.  UCT remains particularly

15   concerned about some recent developments related to the

16   process involving Affordable Sales Program Regulations and

17   the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).  Following

18   are circumstances related to our concerns:

19         "On July 1st, 2015 Caltrans issued El Sereno

20   Caltrans residents affordable sales regulations and the

21   standardized regulatory impact assessment related the

22   State Route SR-710 surplus property sales.  El Sereno

23   residents are unable to comprehend the legal and technical

24   jargon contained in these documents.

25         "On July 7th, 2015 Caltrans issued El Sereno
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1   Caltrans residents a Caltrans draft environmental impact

2   report CD related to the SR-710 surplus properties sales.

3   In addition to documented evidence that not all Caltrans

4   tenants received the CD, all tenants, without exception,

5   that have self reported to UCT, state that they are unable

6   to comprehend the legal and technical jargon contained in

7   the CD."

8         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Patrick Garcia.  And then

9   after Patrick we are going to have three more people which

10   is Jennifer Maldonado, Yvonne Rodriguez and Hugo Garcia.

11         MR. GARCIA:  So I'm reading page two of the

12   letter --

13         MR. BRITT:  I'm sorry.  Could you just state your

14   name.

15         MR. GARCIA:  My name is Patrick Garcia, I'm with

16   UCT.  And this is page 2 of the letter directed to

17   Mr. Ron Kosinski.

18         "Furthermore, monolingual Spanish-speaking Caltrans

19   residents in El Sereno are even more severely impacted, as

20   they were not provided with a Spanish language DEIR CD.

21   Roughly 50 percent of the households in El Sereno contain

22   monolingual Spanish speaking heads-of-households.  In

23   essence, the substantial immigrant population of Caltrans

24   residents in El Sereno is being ignored and denied

25   information that has been provide today other Caltrans
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1   residents.  UCT believes that this differential treatment

2   points to institutional racism directed and amounts to de

3   facto discrimination directed toward the Latino class of

4   Caltrans residents from El Sereno.

5         "Because the Caltrans residential community in

6   El Sereno is unable to assimilate or comprehend the legal,

7   technical and English-only jargon contained in the

8   aforementioned documents the community is unable to

9   effectively or meaningfully comment and participate in the

10   community engagement process related to the Caltrans draft

11   environmental impact report (DEIR) State Route 710

12   (SR-710) surplus properties sales.

13         "Caltrans has not taking the opportunity to conduct

14   substantive DEIR information sessions in the community of

15   El Sereno to educate the community on the DEIR.  In the

16   July 7, 2015 notice to the community announcing the

17   August 6th, 2015 and August 10th, 2015 public hearings

18   Caltrans concedes the following, 'The meetings will

19   include a brief presentation and then an opportunity will

20   be provided for individuals to speak and provide formal

21   comments.'  So it's clear that these public hearings will

22   not substantially educate the community on the DEIR.  Most

23   particularly, the monolingual Spanish-speaking residents

24   will assuredly be ill prepared to understand the

25   proceedings and make an informed public comment because
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1   Caltrans has failed to inform them in a linguistically

2   appropriate manner.  Caltrans has made available a DEIR

3   hard copy for review at El Sereno library in English only.

4   Caltrans has made a frail and slighting attempt to comply

5   with APA (Administrative Procedure Act) by only

6   translating the cover letters.  What the logic in

7   translating the cover and not translating the main

8   document?"  Thank you.

9         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Next, we have

10   Jennifer Maldonado followed by Yvonne Rodriguez and

11   Hugo Garcia.

12         MS. MALDONADO:  Buenos tardes.  My name is

13   Jennifer Maldonado.  I am a healthy community fellows with

14   the funders' collaborative on youth organizing at

15   inner-city struggle, a non-profit based in East LA.  We

16   organize with youth and parents in Lincoln Heights,

17   El Sereno, unincorporated East LA, Boyle Heights and also

18   East Los Angeles.  This is a continuation of the letter.

19         "Because of the lack of clarity by El Sereno

20   Caltrans residents related to the DEIR, ASP and SRIA

21   documents the United Caltrans Tenants are asking for

22   Caltrans to add an additional 3 months to the original

23   deadline of August 24th, 2015 for public comments.  This

24   would revise and extend the public comment period deadline

25   to November 24, 2015, with a stipulation that Caltrans
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1   issue a Spanish language CD no later than August 31st,

2   2015 to all Caltrans households and hold 2 additional DEIR

3   workshops in the El Sereno community, one in English and

4   one in Spanish within the newly established comment

5   period.  We believe that this request is reasonable,

6   justified and necessary in order to allow monolingual

7   Spanish Speaking residents time to somehow assimilate

8   these complex documents.  Bear in mind this is necessary

9   because Caltrans failed again to conduct effective

10   outreach to, and address the specific needs, of this

11   well-defined Latino residential population in El Sereno."

12         "One statistic contained in the DEIR that is most

13   confusing and alarming, is that Caltrans calculated that

14   148 Caltrans households will be displaced and relocated

15   during the house sale process.  UCT members do not

16   understand this!  How is this massive displacement

17   (eviction) justified?  Caltrans states that this estimate

18   is based on a 2015 DRIR, yet this 2015 DRIR has not been

19   provided to Caltrans tenants or available for review; not

20   in the body or appendix of the DEIR, nor in the Caltrans'

21   website.  UCT is requesting that the 2015 DRIR be provided

22   to all Caltrans residents in English and in Spanish.  As

23   we write this, we have, to date, contacted Caltrans Deputy

24   District Director Ron Kosinski's office two times and both

25   times have been misdirected to DRIR's for other projects
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1   (I-710 South DEIR 710 and the I-710 North DEIR).  We need

2   the 2015 DRIR related to the surplus property sales DEIR

3   and we need additional time to study it - yet another

4   document in addition to the 400-page DEIR."

5         So since I have 50 seconds left I just want to put

6   in context how historic El Sereno is and historically

7   Los Angeles and also even projects such as guided by

8   Caltrans has ignored El Sereno.  I do not see 148 families

9   in here.  I really believe that when it comes to problems

10   like this, there needs to be a longer process.  Thank you

11   so much for your time.

12         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Yvonne Rodriguez followed by

13   and then Joe -- looks like Carino or Cano.  Okay.

14   Joe Cano.

15         MS. RODRIGUEZ:  Hi.  I'm Yvonne Rodriguez and I'm a

16   Caltrans tenant.  I'm continuing the letter.

17         "Regarding the projected 148 household displacements

18   we have the following observations:

19         "There will be a disproportionate impact on the

20   working-class community due to financial circumstances:

21   UCT believes that if Caltrans' calculation of 148

22   households is accurate it's likely that El Sereno

23   residences will bear a disproportionate number those

24   displaced due to the average financial circumstances of

25   El Sereno residences when compared to other residents from
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1   other affected cities on the I-710 corridor.  When viewed

2   in this context UCT believes that this is but another

3   instance of blatant discrimination on the part of Caltrans

4   severely affecting Caltrans residents from the

5   predominately Latino community of El Sereno.  Furthermore,

6   Caltrans needs to be more open and transparent with

7   residents and disclose who are these affected tenants and

8   how did Caltrans arrive at this calculation.

9         Number two:  "Where will displaced El Sereno

10   Caltrans residents go to find comparable housing stock?

11   The DEIR reports the following under community impacts:

12   'Relocations:  No impact:  There are 148 households

13   anticipated to be displaced.  To increase the potential

14   for occupants to obtain financing to purchase, and thereby

15   avoid and minimize the number of people displaced, the

16   California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is

17   working with the California Housing Finance Agency to make

18   more financing products available to prospective buyers

19   than are currently readily available in the general

20   lending market.  Occupants who do no purchase will be

21   provided advisory assistance to find and relocate to

22   comparable housing, and Caltrans will seek assistance from

23   agencies such as the United States Department of Housing

24   and Urban Development (HUD) to find affordable housing."

25   Thank you.
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1         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Hugo Garcia, followed by Joe

2   Cano and then Therese Cano.

3         MR. GARCIA:  My name is Hugo Garcia.  I'm with the

4   United Caltrans Tenants and president of the El Sereno

5   organizing committee.  We've been around for about 25

6   years.  We are part of the lawsuit, we're having a 20-year

7   anniversary that we filed our lawsuit against Caltrans for

8   environmental justice back then, 1995.

9         I'm going to follow with the comments that were read

10   just previously.

11         "Caltrans, in their own words, views uprooting 148

12   households as, 'No Impact.'  Caltrans' recipe for

13   effective mitigation of the looming homeless crisis is

14   ludicrous.  If Caltrans is going to displace roughly 1/3of

15   their tenants they need to present a coherent and

16   well-defined relocation plan that articulates and details

17   specifically how Caltrans is going to address the housing

18   needs of the newly-created homeless population from

19   El Sereno.  UCT asserts that all of the solutions outlined

20   by Caltrans are intangible, noncommittal and will not

21   avoid, minimize or avert homelessness.

22         "The displacement of 148 households will result in

23   classic gentrification in the community of El Sereno:  No

24   one is more vulnerable to the effects of gentrification

25   than renters.  When prices go up, tenants are pushed out,
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1   whether through natural turnover, rent hikes, or

2   evictions.  Large increases in rent and home prices, and

3   increases in evictions will result in a decline in the

4   proportion of racial minorities, and a reduction in house

5   household size, as low-income families are of ten replaced

6   by young singles and couples.  When buildings are sold,

7   buyers often evict existing tenants to move in themselves,

8   combine several units, or bring in new tenants at a higher

9   rate.  The social, economic, and physical impacts of

10   gentrification often result serious political conflict,

11   exacerbated by differences in race, class, culture and

12   community character.  New ideas begin to emerge about what

13   is desirable and attractive, including standards for

14   architecture, landscaping, public behavior, noise, and

15   nuisance.  Gentrification has been the cause of painful

16   conflict throughout the nation, often along racial and

17   economic lines.  Neighborhood change is often viewed as a

18   miscarriage of social justice, in which wealthy, often

19   Anglo, newcomers are congratulated a for 'improving' a

20   neighborhood who's poor, minority residents are displaced

21   by skyrocketing rent and economic change."

22         So we feel that with 148 houses projected by

23   Caltrans, you know, roughly one third of the population,

24   where's that going to fall?  Most of it is going to fall

25   on El Sereno and then they're going to jack up the prices
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1   or sell the homes to people that can't afford them;

2   therefore, you have a change in the community.  We want to

3   keep our community intact and we think Caltrans has a

4   responsibility and obligation under NEPA and CEQA to

5   address that issue effectively and not say that it's no

6   impact, because it is.

7         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Joe Cano.  Followed by

8   Therese Cano.

9         MR. CANO:  Okay, I'll read this.  Joe Cano,

10   El Sereno resident.  I'll read this statement.

11         "This is a tremendous loss of affordable housing for

12   the State of the California and the City of Los Angeles:

13   It's well document that's throughout the City of

14   Los Angeles we are now, and have been, experiencing a

15   severe shortage of affordable housing.  To contribute to

16   this affordable housing crisis affecting the most

17   vulnerable members in our community is unconscionable and

18   illustrates Caltrans' callous disregard for the health,

19   education and welfare of communities.

20         "UCT asserts that the National Environmental Policy

21   Act (NEPA), established in 1960, requires federal agencies

22   to analyze the environmental impact of actions that

23   'significantly affect the quality of the human

24   environment,' and the California Environmental Quality Act

25   (CEQA) requires agencies to 'identify the significant
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1   effects on the environment of a project, to identify

2   alternatives to the project, and to indicate the manner in

3   which those significant effects can be mitigated or

4   avoided.  UCT is making it clear to Caltrans that their

5   failure to recognize and mitigate the significant effects

6   of this project, especially those related to the projected

7   148 household displacements is a clear violation of

8   NEPA/CEQA statutes and raises the possibility of legal

9   action on the part of El Sereno residents.

10         "To grant an extension for these important matters

11   is without precedent as Caltrans has in the past granted

12   up to two extensions in the same public comment period.

13   Please reference UCT's letter from Hugo Garcia and Roberto

14   Flores dated March 31, 2015 to Brent Green and

15   Jennifer Lowden.  As we did then we again cite the

16   following:"

17         Administrative Procedure Act code 11340-11334.4.

18         "The language of many regulations is frequently

19   unclear and unnecessarily complex...The language is often

20   confusing to the person who must comply with the

21   regulations.

22         "The complexity and lack of clarity in many

23   regulations put small businesses [the public] which do not

24   have the resources to hire experts to assist them, at a

25   distinct disadvantage."  Thank you.
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1         MR. BRITT:  Therese Cano followed by Linda Krausen

2   and Maria Miranda.

3         MS. HERNANDEZ:  Hi there, Chester.  We used to work

4   together and remember, it's Therese.  My name is

5   Therese Hernandez and I will continue with what has been

6   read here.

7         Ironically, this 1946 issue where state

8   acknowledgment of the complexity to understand regulatory

9   language is directed to the English language population.

10   Fast-forward to today, especially as it relates to the

11   shift in demographic, the following needs to be taken into

12   consideration:

13         July 2014 Census Bureau reported about 14.99 million

14   Latinos live in California edging out the 14.92 million

15   whites.

16         The country's Latino population is now 55.4 million.

17   California and LA County have the largest Latino

18   populations of any state or county in the nation,

19   according to the new figures.

20         The demographic shift has been a long time coming.

21   According to state figures in 1970, the 2.4 million

22   Latinos accounted for 12 percent of the population, while

23   the 15.5 million whites in the state made up more than

24   three quarters of residents.  By 1990, the Latino

25   population jumped to 7.7 million, or about 25 percent of
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1   the state's population.

2         California is a harbinger of the national rise of

3   Latinos.  The nation's Latino population has grown

4   57 percent since 2000, 15 years ago, when Latinos numbered

5   35.3 million.  Latinos accounted for 56 percent of the

6   nation's, the nation, the whole United States growth, from

7   2000 to 2010 according to the Pew Research Center.

8         Lastly, Marcelo Suarez-Orozco who is a professor and

9   dean of education at UCLA's Graduate School of Education

10   and Information Studies states, the continued influx and

11   growth of Latinos in the US is not being fuelled

12   exclusively by immigration but by second- and

13   third-generation immigrants becoming residents and

14   starting families.  Just like El Sereno.

15         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Linda Krausen followed by

16   Maria Miranda and Nora Verdesoto.

17         MS. KRAUSEN:  My name is Linda Krausen.  I'm not

18   Latino, I do work with the Latino community, I'm a

19   certified Spanish interpreter.

20         And I'd just like to say before I read the portion

21   that's been given to me that the courts of the State of

22   California are under mandate to always have a certified

23   interpreter at the elbow of every defendant.  Because

24   court procedures can affect the vital living conditions,

25   the vital interest, their life and money of the defendants
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1   in the State of California.  So I think that this

2   situation also effects the vital interest and the life

3   situation of many people who don't speak English.  And

4   therefore, I would say that it would be imperative to use

5   more interpreted material and more interpreters and more

6   translations and more outreach.  But let me read what I

7   was given.

8         "So what is the point of all this data?  The point

9   is that Caltrans needed to deal with and address all

10   outreach and linguistic needs of the principally a Latino

11   community of El Sereno in a manner is that fair and

12   appropriate.

13         "UCT as well as the El Sereno Organizing Community

14   (ESOC) have repeatedly complained to Caltrans and local

15   elected officials about the continued substandard outreach

16   practices by Caltrans and their consultants.  Yet it

17   continues.  In fact it was addressed in a letter dated

18   March 1, 2013 from our local elected representatives, sent

19   to Caltrans officials Malcolm Dougherty, Brian Kelly and

20   Michael Miles.  This letter noted the following:

21         "Beyond citing recommendations made by the BSA,

22   Caltrans has failed to:

23         "Conduct outreach meetings in the affected

24   communities to explain the change in policy or the

25   qualification criteria for the affordable rent program;"
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1         See, that's pretty vital.  I mean, if you can't

2   afford to buy a house or rent a house, you need to know

3   what's affordable to you and that should be explained.

4   You might have a benefit in there that you don't know

5   about.

6         2.  "Provide information in any language other than

7   in English, which represents a challenge for those tenants

8   whose primary language is not English" and just to note,

9   as we are in a Korean Church, there's more than just

10   Latino and Spanish and English spoken in this community.

11         3.  Make reasonable accommodations for all tenants

12   who have -- I mean, hire a certified interpreter.

13         "Make reasonable accommodations for all tenants who

14   have limited English skills, including having all notices

15   and information disseminated to tenants available in their

16   primary language and a person with bi-lingual skills

17   available at all public meetings with tenants as needed."

18         "The following state legislators signed this letter:

19   Senator Ed Hernandez, Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez, Senator

20   Carol Liu and Assemblymember Chris Holden."

21         And Chris Holden, of course, is very interested in

22   affordable housing.  And I just would like to make a

23   comment about the community of El Sereno which I did live

24   in for a time and this whole area.  The people that are

25   affected by this these regulations, they're not just
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1   sticks or figures or digits or numbers.  These are people

2   that have their roots -- I mean, if they were trees, you

3   would see a forest of people with lots of leafs in here.

4   These are people who have given character to this

5   neighborhood, who are in this neighborhood and deserve to

6   live in peace their last years in this neighborhood.

7         And I heard a businessman recently on a documentary

8   state when he was having difficult in a particular city,

9   town, establishing a business and they were saying, well,

10   you know, you have to do it this and that way.  And he was

11   saying that's not how I envisioned this.  And he said they

12   say business is business, you know, it's cruel, it's hard,

13   just push them out, bring them in and start the new thing

14   and don't really have an emotion about it.  And he said

15   that is not true.  This is what the CEO said, he said

16   business is not just business.  Business is an expression

17   of our values.  So I would urge Caltrans to, please, have

18   the values of respect and sensitivity to the people who

19   are long time residents and under their care for many

20   years.  Thank you.

21         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Maria Miranda.

22         MS. MIRANDA:  Hi, I'm Maria.  I'm a tenant, I've

23   been here for 23 years.  This is a continuation also.

24         "To this day Caltrans continues to not recognize or

25   act on the linguistic needs of the El Sereno community.
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1   That needs to change.

2         "In conclusion, UCT requests the following:

3         "That Caltrans add an additional 3 months to the

4   original public comment deadline of August 24, 2015.  This

5   would extend the original public comment period of

6   November 24th, 2015.

7         "That Caltrans issue as Spanish language DEIR CD to

8   all Caltrans households.

9         "That Caltrans issue a copy of their 2015 DRIR to

10   all Caltrans households in English and Spanish.

11         "That Caltrans holds two additional DEIR workshops

12   in the El Sereno community, one in English and one in

13   Spanish.

14         "We would appreciate a timely response to our

15   request.

16         Best regards, Hugo Garcia, UCT/El Sereno,

17   Robert Flores UCT South Pasadena.  The phone number is

18   (213)304-5424, robertof2@socal.rr.com.

19         I'm sorry, I forgot to read Hugo.  It's Hugo Garcia

20   UCT/ESOC-El Sereno, (323)718-1223.  Hgarcia4432@gmail.com.

21         CC:  Senator Kevin de Leon, Assemblymember

22   Jimmy Gomez, LA City Counsel Member Jose Huizar, LA

23   Counsel Supervisor Hilda Solis, Senator Ed Hernandez,

24   Senator Carol Liu, Assemblymember Chris Holden.  Thank

25   you.

Page 45

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127



1         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Nora followed by

2   Christopher Sutton.  And Christopher is the last speaker

3   card that I have.  So if anyone else would like to speak,

4   Raul will collect it.

5         MS. VERDESOTO:  Hello, everybody.  And it's

6   Nora Verdesoto.  Sorry about the writing.  I couldn't

7   write very well so that's why the rest of it is not filled

8   out.

9         Anyways, I didn't expect to get up and speak

10   everybody, so I apologize for my appearance and my

11   clothing.  But some of the things I'm just noticing

12   because I was just sitting back there.  And my roots go

13   back to the Native American History, I'm Native American

14   on my father's side.  I'm deeply rooted to my culture,

15   very much so.  A lot of our history books are incorrect.

16   We know that the native people have been taken out of

17   their lands for many years.  It's not just what it is,

18   it's not what the history books say.  It's really, they go

19   in and they take what they want.  And this is a repeat.

20   And it hurts to see that.

21         To see my parents -- my father has a house here in

22   El Sereno, I was born in El Sereno.  My roots go deep, my

23   father's roots go deep.  We've been here for many, many

24   years.  So see what's happening here again -- excuse me --

25   is just really hard for me to see it.  I bleed the same
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1   color you bleed, our blood is the same; when you cut us,

2   we bleed red, same thing.  So I'm just noticing just a lot

3   of different things as I sit back in the corner.  I'm

4   noticing that, you know, you're busy and I know this is no

5   reflection on you, please.  It's a reflection on what I

6   feel as far as Caltrans, what we've been doing.  You're

7   busy doing things, Caltrans wants you to come up here and

8   speak our minds.  And we speak our minds, but are they

9   listening?  Are they listening to us?  Are they really

10   hearing us?

11         I was reading over some of the documentations, some

12   of the ones I could understand, some of the quote/unquote

13   jargons of what I could understand.  And it feels like

14   they're tossing us a bone.  They're going to do what they

15   want to do.  But they're tossing us a bone.  They're

16   telling us, here, you have an opportunity to make all

17   these comments.  But are you listening?  Are you really

18   listening to us?  Do you really care?  And that's the way

19   I feel.  So it's emotional for me because I just feel like

20   it's a repeat of history over again.  So that's how I

21   feel.  And it's just a comment and my opinion.  Thank you.

22         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Christopher Sutton followed

23   by Victoria Sandoval.

24         MR. SUTTON:  My name is Christopher Sutton.  I'm an

25   attorney for the Caltrans tenants in the 710 corridor
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1   which is a Caltrans tenant group at the north end of the

2   corridor.  I have a lot of comments and I may have to come

3   back and speak again.

4         I want to turn in a copy of the Caltrans draft

5   relocation impact report which was apparent excluded from

6   this EIR because it was released after the draft EIR was

7   released even though metadata in this document showed that

8   it was drafted sometime in April 2015.  So Caltrans,

9   typical of their continually dishonest and fraudulent

10   conduct held the DRIR until after the DEIR was released so

11   they would not have to evaluate the 148 families being

12   displaced.  So I want to hand a copy to the Caltrans

13   people.  So I see that Ms. Allison whatever her name was

14   has moved away.  So that shows that I have given them a

15   copy of the draft relocation impact report and I want its

16   analysis and a response to it included in the draft EIR.

17         Earlier today, I sent in an EIR comment on the

18   website and I tried to print out a copy of my comments but

19   the Caltrans website, as was earlier stated, you can't

20   print out a copy of your own comments because it cuts it

21   off when you try to print it off.  This is what I tried to

22   print out from my comments and it shows where my comments

23   were cutoff by the Caltrans software.  So the Caltrans

24   software is defective in allowing people to print out

25   their own comments and I would like to turn this in as
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1   well.

2         The reason why -- I got a minute and 20 seconds but

3   I should be back -- the reason why Caltrans will displace

4   148 people or 148 families and maybe more is because

5   Caltrans uses income data from the entire county to set

6   the qualifications to participate in the affordable sales

7   program.  By the way, the initials of that is ASP which

8   means "a poisonous snake," ASP.  It's the snake that

9   Cleopatra used to kill herself.

10         So the affordable sales program uses income data

11   from the whole county, which then drives down the

12   qualification criteria, yet they use data from the

13   adjoining neighborhoods, which are very wealthy, to drive

14   up the value of the homes and the rent on the properties.

15   So Caltrans uses the income levels to keep people out of

16   the affordable sales program.  And then they use sales

17   data and market data to keep people out of the purchasing

18   and renting of the properties.

19         So Caltrans is not consistently using the geographic

20   areas for sales data and for income data.  They maximize

21   the amount of displacement that will occur by selectively

22   choosing data which results in people being disqualified.

23   So they're allowed under California HCD regulations and

24   HUD regulations to redefine area median income.  And if

25   they would use the local median income in the areas where
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1   they are using the real estate to set the prices, the

2   median income would come up, the 150 percent median range

3   in 54237 in the Roberti Act would come up and a larger

4   number of people would qualify to buy and rent their

5   houses based upon their actual income, not the income of

6   people who live in Watts or in Landcaster or other places.

7         So Caltrans needs to consistently use the income and

8   sales data from the same geographic locations.  And this

9   is the kind of thing that was never evaluated in this

10   draft environmental impact report about why people are

11   being -- going to be displaced because Caltrans always

12   uses the data that results in the maximum displacement of

13   people.

14         Caltrans, for the last 50 years, has always placed

15   freeways and Caltrans projects in areas where there are

16   low income people and minority people.  That's what

17   they're doing, have always done.

18         Caltrans, when they hire people to do maintenance on

19   these properties, regular contractors won't work for

20   Caltrans because it takes six months to a year to get

21   paid.  Caltrans hires shotty contractors who then, we

22   believe, are simply paying money back under the table to

23   the Caltrans employees.  And that's why maintenance is

24   done at empty properties, roofs are replaced that are not

25   leaking, driveways are poured where no one is living, and
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1   Caltrans has a continuous practice of, apparently,

2   spending money on unnecessary repairs while not doing

3   repairs in the houses where people live.

4         And why was Caltrans real property manager

5   Linda Wilford asked to leave Caltrans?  It's a mystery.

6   She never would have quit on her own.  We believe she left

7   under the threat of criminal prosecution.

8         MR. BRITT:  If you can keep your comments to the

9   three minutes and focus on the environmental document.

10         MR. SUTTON:  The environmental document in this

11   instance is a result of Caltrans corrupt practices in

12   trying to displace people, trying to pay money to

13   contractors unrelated to the community.  Why do none of

14   the Caltrans employees promote translation of these

15   materials into Spanish or into Korean or other native

16   languages of the people who are affected, but are

17   circulating a document that even a lawyer has a hard time

18   understanding.  So I would like to have it translated to

19   Spanish.

20         But beyond that, Caltrans has segmented this DEIR

21   from the SR-710 North DEIR even though these two DEIRs are

22   intimately related.  Under CEQA, you can't segment

23   projects between two EIRs and you need -- this DEIR is

24   saying, we will not know what we're going to sell or who

25   we're going to displace until the other DEIR on the
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1   freeway is finished, which just had comments close

2   yesterday, and the final EIR on that won't be out until

3   sometime next year.

4         So what Caltrans has done by segmenting the

5   relocation report, segmenting the freeway tunnel EIR from

6   the surplus housing EIR, they have failed to analyze the

7   interrelationship between those documents which is a

8   violation of CEQA.  And I have additional comments and I

9   will come back when people have said their say.  Thank

10   you.

11         MR. BRITT:  Thank you very much.  Victoria Sandoval,

12   Maria Crespo and Elisa.

13         MS. SANDOVAL:  My name is Victoria Sandoval and I do

14   not rent from Caltrans.  I live on Maycrest Avenue and I

15   am here on behalf of my neighborhood.  According to your

16   DEIR report 19 dwellings on my street alone will be

17   affected.  The street is located in El Sereno and

18   according to your DEIR table 4-4, in El Sereno alone 85.4

19   percent are of Hispanic and Latino origin and 43.9 percent

20   have been here since 1999 or earlier.

21         My mother and intellectually-challenged sister are

22   in this group.  According to the 2014, DRIR 148 families

23   are targeted to be displaced.  It's actually interesting

24   because you brought on the screen four of the boards that

25   you have back there, but you didn't put on the screen the
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1   last three that actually address the 148.  I thought that

2   was very interesting.

3         Since the 2015 DRIR was not attached to the CD

4   document containing 400-page document, perhaps more

5   families will be displaced.  Our community needs at least

6   a 90-day extension to address this lengthy 400-page

7   analysis.  I am seeing neighbors having to leave the

8   residences or get evicted because of the 10 percent pay

9   hikes.  These rent hikes have to stop.  A moratorium needs

10   to be put into place until the house sales are completed

11   or could it be these rent hikes are a way for Caltrans to

12   systematically remove the residents from their current

13   homes in order to prepare them for sale.

14         If you raise the rent, you lose the community;

15   that's what Roberti said.  The US government can't even

16   pay it's bills, but unlike the government we can't print

17   money.  My mother and my sister have lived this their

18   residence for 45 years and she knows a lot of neighbors

19   who have come and gone but who are also still here.  Her

20   neighbors help her when she needs help.  She's a definite

21   part of the community she has been and still is an active

22   member of her church.  She is well-acquainted with her

23   pastors and church members.  Even my sister has been

24   attending the same school for the mentally challenged for

25   almost 30 years.
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1         If my mother and sister are part of the 148

2   identified to be relocated in the 2014 DRIR then Caltrans

3   is truly discriminating against the elderly and the

4   disabled; to not offer them the opportunity to purchase

5   their homes would be a travesty.

6         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Maria, followed by Elisa.

7         MS. CRESPO:  Thank you.  My name is Maria Crespo.  I

8   live in El Sereno and I have been tenant at this residence

9   for 45 years, almost half of my life.  I am a senior

10   citizen of low income and I have taken care of my daughter

11   all of her life; she mentally disabled.  She has been

12   living at the same residence since she was five years old.

13         If I am one of the 148 who will be relocated then I

14   feel that Caltrans is discriminating against the elderly

15   and my disabled child.  I have always been a tenant in

16   good standing and have taken care of my house as much as I

17   can.  I should be given an opportunity to purchase this

18   home that I have lived in almost all my life.  And my

19   daughter should be given the opportunity to live in the

20   only home she knows.

21         Relocating my daughter and I would be a traumatic

22   and emotional move.  I have known by neighbors, their

23   children and grandchildren all these years.  My daughter

24   and I have strong religious and spiritual ties to my

25   pastors, my church and its members.  To relocate would
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1   affect my spiritual wellbeing.

2         I also speak up for many friends I have who rent

3   from Caltrans and who also care for their disabled family

4   members.  Thank you.

5         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Elisa fold by Linda Krausen.

6         MS. ALMEIDA:  For those of you who didn't hear my

7   mother's comment, she said, "Why are you going up again?

8   They don't do anything anyway."

9         Okay.  Elisa Almeida resident and tenant of Caltrans

10   in El Sereno.  In regards to dislocating, this is an

11   opinion more than a comment.  I feel like this is another

12   Chavez Ravine.  Someone was speaking about her roots, her

13   Indian roots, but if anybody really goes into youtube and

14   really looks at Chavez Ravine, this is what is happening

15   again.  It may be a little bit smaller, it may be bigger

16   than what we actually think, but it is another Chavez

17   Ravine.

18         Now, I did say something about -- well, about the

19   housing -- this is about the housing.  Why and who decides

20   who the can buy the house?  As far as that goes,

21   Chris Sutton was talking about that and back in the day

22   when I was in real estate, nothing much has changed as far

23   as programs, you can get programs, you can get loan

24   brokers, you get cosigners, there's all kinds of things

25   you can do even if you're low income.  So I just want
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1   people to know that.  You got to go out and do your own

2   research on that.  You can buy a house even if you're

3   borderline poverty like I am.  Your FICO is good, you got

4   the house.

5         And Roberti law, that seems to be ignored.

6   Caltrans, they say they're doing this, this, that

7   according to Roberti, but are they really?  I don't think

8   so.  I don't think so.  And tomorrow -- I mean, and the

9   next meeting Roberti will be speaking, I am so happy for

10   that.

11         Okay.  Now, comment.  To maintenance, I ask the new

12   right of way -- I have asked the new right of way -- oh,

13   because they called and said my yearly inspection,

14   everybody knows what that's about, right?  They inspect

15   and it stays the same for five years.  So that five year

16   shit, that's got to go.  Anyway, maintenance, I ask the

17   new right of way, Edward Francis, what qualifies your

18   agents as inspectors?  He had a very long pause and then

19   came out saying oh, we give them training.  I said, what

20   kind of training?  Oh, we train them.  Then I go, okay.

21   You come ahead and inspect.  Anyway, it's going to stay

22   the same.  Well, lo and behold, he came with a real

23   inspector.  But I'll say half real inspector.  Because a

24   real inspector will go up into the attic, will go under

25   the house, will go all over your house when you're buying
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1   a home.

2         Okay.  And the reason why I know all this, by trade,

3   I have my certificate in interior decorating.  So there is

4   a lot I know about what's wrong with the house.  And one

5   of them is that a lot of these houses are not up to code.

6   How many of you have your water heater inside the house?

7   That's bad.  That's Caltrans for you, they don't keep up

8   to code.

9         So when your agent comes to inspect, look out for

10   those things.  You're thermostat, your water heater, those

11   things have to be inspected too.  All he does is take

12   pictures of what you added to the house.  You improved the

13   house for them.

14         Okay.  Now, calm down, Elisa.  My mom's family,

15   somebody talked about roots again and generations, my

16   mom's family, we've gone through three generations.  Okay?

17   My mom, then me, I left, came back because my dad went to

18   heaven and mom didn't want to be alone, I can't do it

19   alone.  Okay.  Then my daughters, they were homeless, come

20   to our house.  Okay.  Got on her feet, moved out, six

21   months later and we saw the grandkids.  How many

22   generations, all of us.  We have roots.  We have roots, we

23   seen generations.  I've seen my neighbors' children and

24   now their children's children.  And I'm like, he was a

25   baby, what happened to him?  He grew up.  This is what
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1   we're seeing and this is what they're uprooting.

2   Generations, which makes a community.  And like I said,

3   going back to Chavez Ravine, that's what I see.

4         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Linda Krausen followed by

5   Christopher Sutton.

6         MS. KRAUSEN:  I don't mean to be hogging the

7   microphone, but there were some points that I want to

8   make.  Can I raise this up a little?  Thank you.

9         There was some points I wanted to make on my own as

10   a resident of South Pasadena for the last 20 -- well, it's

11   around 23 years.  My daughter was raised there and went to

12   school in South Pasadena, et cetera.  So I too have roots.

13         But I wanted to say that in terms of the

14   environment, actual environment, my house had to be

15   inspected with men in Hazmat suits because a whole layer

16   of the flooring, under a couple of layers and then there's

17   a whole layer of asbestos.  So there's asbestos in the

18   house that they had to cover up in a certain way so it

19   wouldn't seep up.  The second thing I'd like to say, and

20   this probably applies to other homes, is that the area

21   that my house is located on, on the street of Grevelia at

22   1100 block, faces the freeway.  Of course, there's

23   mitigate foliage but I'm saying that area used to be a

24   dump for the Santa Fe Railroad.  Most of the property that

25   I live on which is a rather large area, but most of it is
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1   unusable because it is covered with asphalt.  Because that

2   used to be the dump and then that was covered over to make

3   a parking area for the vehicles, for the Santa Fe

4   Railroad.  So these are environmental factors that I think

5   would be need to taken into consideration in valuing the

6   property.

7         The other thing I'd like to state is, we all know

8   that money puts pressure.  After the evaluation of

9   Caltrans ownership of the property and the way that it

10   took care of the properties and so forth, I'm trying --

11   I'm reaching for a word -- its stewardness of the

12   properties under its control, it was found that they

13   made -- they were very poor landlords and they were urged

14   by the other state agency to sell properties.

15         Now, the other day I got a postcard from a property

16   just over the freeway from me that I have walked past many

17   times with my dogs.  I saw this property, couldn't believe

18   it and then I got a postcard about it.  It's an enormous,

19   grotesque, monstrous expansion of an idea of what a

20   craftsman house might look like if it was blown up twice

21   or -- I mean, like 10 times its size.  Then I get a

22   postcard and it says come to Palais de Tigres [sic].

23   That's South Pasadena now has a palace, palace of the

24   tigers.  It's this huge property, they took the whole

25   property and built sort of an imitation craftsman but

Page 59

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127



1   huge, everything is huge.  The bricks are bigger, the

2   columns are huge the portico enormous.  And it's a huge

3   property that extends all the way back and then it

4   connects with the corridor, I suppose it was permitted

5   probably by the zoning R2, all the way back to another

6   house.  And it's called Palais de Tigres and it's valued

7   at $3,000,979.  That's in my neighborhood.

8         Now, another house on my street, two houses away

9   from the freeway, two, three, blocks down, and I happen to

10   know the owner is a friend of mine, he bought the

11   property, it's a little craftsman house, like they ought

12   to be, a very small little lot, normal for South Pasadena

13   and his property cost him $990,000.  In other words, just

14   about a million with a few work that he had done, for

15   example, stone fences and so forth.

16         So this is what's going down the street on Fremont

17   which is so heavily trafficked, the pollution is terrible.

18   It's, again, a million dollars, a house for sale, around

19   the corner, one million two.  And so this is the pressure

20   that's on Caltrans.

21         What I'm trying to say is, I can see a connection

22   between this kind of real estate pressure and the wanting

23   to evacuate or wanting to take homes away from 148 of our

24   residents.

25         The so-called non-profit, Esperanza, kicked out, on
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1   my street, three families.  One of them they told, you're

2   too poor to live in South Pasadena, you cannot afford to

3   live in South Pasadena.  This is an affordable housing

4   entity.  That bought these homes for pennies because they

5   were supposed to be affordable housing, threw them all

6   out, is doing major repairs and who knows what the rent

7   is, but different kind of people are moving in.

8         So I'm just trying to say that I think that we

9   should -- it is not conspiratorial, it is not evil or

10   slanted to view the dislocation of 148 people of the

11   tenants of South Pasadena in this corridor that's under

12   Caltrans control, it is not that conspiratorial to view

13   that as a, kind of, purposeful act on the part of Caltrans

14   to make more money on these properties.  Thank you.

15         MR. BRITT:  Thank you.  Christopher Sutton.

16         MR. SUTTON:  The purpose and needs section of the

17   DEIR mistakenly says that the purpose of the Roberti law

18   is to provide affordable housing without saying that the

19   purpose of the Roberti law, as provided in section 54235

20   of the government code, is to preserve these neighborhoods

21   and to provide the people who live in the houses today the

22   right to stay in those houses.

23         So that, by Caltrans failing to evaluate the duty of

24   Caltrans to preserve the neighborhoods under the Roberti

25   law, they have mistakenly characterized the Roberti law as
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1   simply a law to provide affordable housing to anybody even

2   if it means displacing the people who live there today.

3   When, in fact, the purpose of the Roberti law is it to

4   preserve the people in place at the housing.  And that's

5   what Senator Roberti will tell you what he speaks on

6   Monday.

7         In fact, in the Roberti law, this is in the third

8   paragraph of 54235, it says, the legislature further finds

9   and declares that the displacement of large numbers of

10   persons as a result of sale of surplus residential

11   property owned by agencies of the state is a significant

12   environmental effect within the meaning of article 19 of

13   the California constitution.  And what that means is that

14   even though these properties were acquired with gas tax

15   money which is what article 19 governs, article 19 of the

16   constitution says that money acquired by the gas tax is

17   also to be used to mitigate the environmental effects of

18   Caltrans activities.

19         So that, if Caltrans destroys a park, it's supposed

20   to replace a park.  If Caltrans destroys a housing, it's

21   supposed to replace housing.  On the 105 corridor, 20

22   years ago, 30 years ago, Caltrans went out and

23   affirmatively constructed hundreds and hundreds of units

24   to replace the housing that was displaced by building a

25   century freeway.  So that, the DEIR fails to include an
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1   alternative where Caltrans will build replacement housing

2   for the people.

3         Now, going back in a little history back in 1989

4   Caltrans approached the legislature in another law, the

5   uniform and relocation act, and got an amendment passed at

6   Caltrans' insistence that said any person who lives in a

7   property that has been owned by a public agency for more

8   than two years shall not be entitled to relocation

9   assistance, payments or benefits of any kind.  So that the

10   no impact analysis in the draft relocation impact report

11   and in the draft environmental impact report is simply

12   contrary to state law.  Because the 148 families who will

13   be displaced are barred from receiving relocation or

14   assistance or replacement housing by a law that Caltrans

15   had put in place.  And Caltrans has not proposed any kind

16   of relocation plan under federal relocation law that would

17   specifically entitle these people to a new location.

18         So that, the impact, the environmental impact of

19   displacing 148 families by Caltrans' manipulation of the

20   data, the income data and the sales data, so that many

21   people will not qualify to buy their own place where they

22   live is, in fact, not -- is an unavoidable environmental

23   impact that must be mitigated in some manner.

24         In CEQA, section 21004 allows Caltrans and any

25   public agency when they have an environmental impact that
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1   must be mitigated to use all the discretionary power they

2   have to mitigate that impact.  54237 of the Roberti bill

3   allows Caltrans to invoke HUD and HCD regulations which

4   allows Caltrans to redefine area median income and

5   Caltrans could redefine area median income to include the

6   specific three zip codes where people reside in the

7   corridor; so that the area median income for income and

8   for housing costs would be the same geographic area.  This

9   would mitigate the environmental impact and displacement

10   by allowing a much larger, maybe everyone, qualify to buy

11   the house in which they reside.

12         Now, in addition, aside from the Roberti law, other

13   state laws allow people to buy the property in which they

14   live, have a business, operate a nonprofit.  And that's in

15   streets and highway code section 100.2 through 118.6.

16   118.6 of the streets and highways code requires Caltrans

17   to develop regulations that explain how they decide which

18   properties they're going to sell and which properties

19   they're not going to sell.  A year ago, Caltrans released

20   a list of 42 properties and a few vacant properties that

21   they decided to sell without any explanation.  We have

22   been demanding for over a year that they explain and adopt

23   regulations about how they choose which properties to sell

24   and which properties not to sell.  We have no information.

25   The draft regulations are silent on how the decisions are
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1   made on which properties they're going to sell and which

2   ones they're not going to sell.

3         We need to have regulations that address the

4   environmental impacts of the displacement and the

5   selection of these various properties.  Without that

6   regulation, the entire process violates the administrative

7   procedures act.

8         In 2007 Caltrans was found by the superior court to

9   be violating the administrative procedures act in a case

10   filed by the city of South Pasadena.  That put on hold a

11   sale of a number of properties to these so-called

12   nonprofit entities.

13         Earlier, Linda Krausen talked about the sale of 11

14   properties to this Esperanza housing entity back in 2001.

15   Caltrans bundled all 11 properties together so that the

16   tenants could not bid on any of the properties.  This

17   nonprofit entity which came into existence overnight,

18   founded by former executives in the savings and loan

19   industry bought the 11 Caltrans properties for $660,000,

20   roughly 20 cents on the dollar.  They have been using

21   those properties to jack of the up the rents, move people

22   out.  Linda Krausen just talked about the three families

23   on Grevelia which were just evicted by Esperanza housing

24   and Caltrans has taken no action.  Caltrans fails to take

25   action when these nonprofit housing entities violate the

Page 65

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127



1   Roberti bill, violate the covenants under which they

2   bought the properties and raise the rents exorbitantly and

3   evict tenants.

4         So that, Caltrans' inability to deal with

5   displacement, its inability to deal with environmental

6   impact needs to be evaluated in this draft EIR; otherwise,

7   we don't even know whether will follow through on any of

8   the promises it's made.  So this draft EIR needs to be

9   linked to the SR-710 North Freeway EIR and until the two

10   projects are linked together and evaluated jointly, both

11   EIRs are in violation of CEQA.

12         Now, also as a matter of caution, I want to turn in

13   a copy of the full comments I submitted this afternoon to

14   the website; that it doesn't have the cutoff part that

15   Caltrans has in theirs.  So this is the full comments I

16   submitted this afternoon.

17         If Caltrans truly wanted to minimize the

18   environmental impacts of this program, Caltrans would

19   analyze the sales program that the Caltrans tenants

20   delivered in 2006 to then Caltrans director Will Kempton,

21   we then delivered it again in 2008 to then Caltrans

22   director Randy Iwasaki.  I was there, so was the

23   Assemblyman Portintino [sic], it was in the assemblyman's

24   office.  We delivered these to the Caltrans director, the

25   whole head of Caltrans; and both Caltrans directors said
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1   we are going to submit these to Governor Schwarzenegger

2   and seek a governor's option action request.  We had a

3   two-page outline which would expedite the sales of these

4   properties so it wouldn't take five years.  We identified

5   the Caltrans person who had done the sales between 1996

6   and 2002 and she was very competent at getting these sales

7   done and out the door.  She was then replated in 2002 and

8   the sales ground to a halt and the last sale occurred in

9   2006 of the first crop.

10         Of those crop of sales, in 1995 the then head of

11   Caltrans James van Loben Sels who then worked for Governor

12   Wilson sent a memo to Caltrans in Los Angeles saying, I

13   want to sell 100 of these properties as soon as possible.

14   The Caltrans personnel in Los Angeles, insubordinate as

15   always, sent van Loben Sels a list of 52 properties.

16   Eventually, with the help of this one person at Caltrans,

17   over ten years, they sold about 32 properties including 11

18   to this bogus nonprofit Esperanza.

19         In addition -- and they had submitted a list of 52

20   to the federal court to be approved as part of the 1979

21   injunction review.  But Caltrans then went ahead and sold

22   another 16 properties in the corridor that were never

23   considered as surplus, they just did it out of blue.  And

24   without any regulations or anything.

25         So Caltrans has the ability, if they want, to speed
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1   up the sales, complete the sales, do them faster.  And

2   that the Caltrans staff in Los Angeles has over the last

3   20 years, since 1995, dragged their feet when the

4   governor's appointee that's head of Caltrans, starting

5   with James van Loben Sels and then under Governor Davis,

6   under Governor Schwarzenegger and now under Governor

7   Brown.  The Caltrans staff in Los Angeles, quite frankly,

8   believes they are unable to accomplish the sales, they are

9   afraid of making a mistake and so they don't want to have

10   the sales go forward.  I'm not going to list the Caltrans

11   employee's name who handled sales very quickly between

12   1996 --

13         MR. BRITT:  Excuse me.  Could you wrap up your

14   comment, there are more people that want to speak.

15         MR. SUTTON:  Fine.  Caltrans has the ability and the

16   staff to complete these sales in a very rapid period,

17   maybe one or two years.  And proposing in the DEIR that it

18   takes five years is draining people's income while

19   Caltrans raises the rent in displaced peoples and has

20   further impacts.  It is very important that there be an

21   alternative in this DEIR that says that the sales program

22   will be accomplished within two years.  Thank you.

23         MR. BRITT:  Thank you for your comment.  Don Jones

24   would like to speak again.  And then I would just like to

25   do a time check.  It is after 8 o'clock, we've reserved
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1   this facility from six to eight.  If you would like to go

2   back and look at the boards, they're still up with people

3   standing by them and ask any questions.  So this will be

4   our last comment for the night.

5         MR. JONES:  Thank you.  Thank you, very much.  There

6   was a person who did a lot of transportation planning

7   about 40 years ago, his name was Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

8   He coined a phrase called "benign neglect."  That's where

9   agencies like Caltrans would allow certain consequences to

10   unfold, negatively impacting tenants and communities and

11   it was seen as benign, almost passive.  They really didn't

12   mean to do it, it's just a consequence of the process that

13   148 families get evicted or lose their homes.  But that's

14   not the fact.

15         I'm thankful to Christopher Sutton for reminding me

16   about Linda Wilford and the memo she put out in 2006

17   targeting pot-stirrers, 11 families who had advocated

18   against the rent increases who managed to put placards in

19   front of their homes, were targeted by an internal memo

20   Linda Wilford addressed to then -- to the 710 director,

21   Doug Failing; that has been introduced into evidence in

22   several lawsuits.

23         So we need to understand that, of the 11 families

24   that were targeted as pot-stirrers, none of them are still

25   there.  Manny Morales, his two neighbors, Big John, me, I
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1   can name others.  But I don't want to name them because

2   they haven't said I could.  But the fact is that we are

3   targeted in this process.  I have no doubt that several of

4   us who are standing here today will be targeted by those

5   folks sitting at that side over there.  They've already

6   indicated their animus towards us by their neglect.

7         It's not benign neglect, it's intentional, you can

8   see that by the sequences.  We are real people.  We are

9   not concepts.  We struggle for the real lives of real

10   people of this community.  We are not pass through, we are

11   not "paracaídas," parachutes that come in here and

12   dominate our community and then take their consulting

13   money, jump in their Porsches and drive out to the

14   Westside to have a couple bb slings [sic].  That's all I

15   have to say.

16         MR. BRITT:  Thank you for your comment.  So I want

17   to thank everyone for taking the time out tonight.  We

18   did, as I mention, have our court reporter here recording

19   all of the comments.  And we will be having another

20   meeting on August 10th, which you should have gotten

21   information about when you came in as well.  So thank you

22   so much.  And if you would like to ask any questions,

23   we'll be by the boards.

24         (STATE ROUTE 710 SURPLUS PROPERTY SALES PUBLIC.

25         HEARING concluded at 8:04 p.m.)
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1           I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand

2   Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify:

3           That the foregoing proceedings were taken before

4   me at the time and place herein set forth; that any

5   witnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to

6   testifying, were administered an oath; that a record of

7   the proceedings was made by me using machine shorthand

8   which was thereafter transcribed under my direction; that

9   the foregoing transcript is a true record of the testimony

10   given.

11           Further, that if the foregoing pertains to the

12   original transcript of a deposition in a Federal Case,

13   before completion of the proceedings, review of the

14   transcript [ ] was [ ] was not requested.

15           I further certify I am neither financially

16   interested in the action nor a relative or employee of any

17   attorney or any party to this action.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date subscribed

19   my name.

20

21 Dated: August 20, 2015

22

23                          <%signature%>

24                          NATCHEZ FOWLER

25                          CSR No. 13913
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