Lowden, Jennifer S@DOT

Fr~m;: David Quinn |

Ll 4 Tuesday, July 29, 2014 9:38 PM
To: Green, Brent L@DOT

Subject: Selling of homes - Phases 1-3

July 29, 2014

Brent L. Green
Chief, Division of Right Away and Land Surveys
Attention Affordable Sales Program

California Department of Transportation
1120 N. Street

MS 37, Sacramento, CA 95814

I 2 Mr, Green,

T am reachini out to iou with a strong effort and desire to purchase our home at the current address _

This address has been the home of my family -my brother- Richard Quinones, my mother-
Lydia Quinn and me -David Quinones since 1979 when we first moved to California from New York City. I have lived
at this residence on and off for a great many years faking care of my mother- Lydia Quinn. First, I have been living at
1100 S. Pasadena during my years in Elementary-1979-Jackson Elementary Pasadena CA, Middle School- 1980-Elliot
in Altadena CA and High School - Blair High School all in Pasadena/Altadena while residing at 1100 S. Pasadena
Ave. In addition, I went to Cal State L.os Angeles 1986-1989 and graduated with a degree in International Business. |
have always lived at this address whether part-time or full-time while taking care of my mother Lydia Quinn. From
2001 through 2009 [ was also under employed or not employed and lived at home.

Rental

Recently, I have physically moved back to our house at _and I mentioned to our rental agent that I
wanted to be added to the rental agreement as Supplemental to the month to month rental agreement that my mother
had. In other words, I asked Cal Trans that I be added to the rental agreement. Cal Trans indicated to me to have my
application into Cal Trans in August 2013. I was tying up loose ends at that time and I got the application in October
2013 as per the rental agent’s recommendation. I especially requested that they please not raise the rent drastically from
the 575.00 that we were paying per month. T reached out to Ruben Campos and Fatrice Gealkey (Cal Trans) to please

I rthe current rental agreement and to have me added as supplemental to the current rental agreement. They, Cal
Trans staff mentioned here, indicated that I needed to complete an application so I did and I met with them on March




21 2014 asking for them io please honor the rental agreement that we have always had - My mother Lydia Quinn in
particular. They, Cal Trans said they would review and do the best they could to honor the current rental agreement.

[ ortunately, T heard back from Cal Trans refusing the existing rental agreement that stated the rent was $575.00 with
1u e increases every six months to market value. I was in agreement with this and asked Cal Trans to honor this
continued rental agreement. I also had and still have the hopes of buying this home for my family which we have
occupied since 1979 as a first time home buyer. But just last March 24, 2014 Cal Trans refused my request to continue
the rental agreement that was on record with my mom and is now demanding that I pay over 3 times the rent that we
have paid. Cal Trans now demands $1750.00 per month which is well over three times what my mother had been
paying while I was a student here in Pasadena. Granted, it is true that I have a higher salary than that of my mother —

Lydia Quinn, But even so, it makes it close to impossible for me to stay to save to purchase this home here at 1100 S,
Pasadena Ave.

Purchase

Today, as a tenant in good standing with a history of occupying this residency since 1979, Ilook forward to buying my
first home with the aspiration of refurbishing the home to its original splendor- new wood shingle roof (with fire
retardant similar to the one that originally existed for this house), new sound proof windows that retain the historical
preservation of the house while removing traffic noise, insulated piping, central air and heat as the house once had,

refurbished walls and floors especially in the kitchen and bathrooms.. All of these refurbishments cost substantial
sums of money to complete.

With this said, I am asking you to please reconsider the rules that you have set forth for us Tenants to purchase our

¢ =s. It seems unfair for persons such as myself who have lived at this address (on and off) for over 30 years to have
ar....ner 30 year covenant attached to the price of this home. Iam also concerned about what you consider to be a
moderate income for a house hold or a 150% of median income for the area and whether [ will qualify for affordable
terms by which 1 can buy my home as a first time home buyer. It is important that Cal Trans consider that these homes,
like mine, were purchased for approximately $38,000 and today this home requires at least $50,000 to $100,000 in
restorations alone just to bring the homes up to code.

Timeline Questions

Mr. Green it would help us tenants to understand a few items:
1. When will environmental impact studies finally cease and the selling of homes begin?

2. i is stated that Phase 1 homes were to be sold in 2014/2015? When will these begin to be sold? At what frequency.
Keep in mind that if you are planning on selling one home at a time it will take 5 years to complete phase 1 alone.

3. Why don’t Housing related public or private affordable housing erganizations have 30 year covenants

attached to their properties? This is completely unfair to those who have lived in their homes for more than 5 years at a
minimum.

4. Why are previous tenants not given the affordable rate especially if they have lived in their home for more than 20
yes without lengthy covenants?

5. These town meetings seem to prolong the inevitable selling of these homes. When will you stop the town meetings
and start selling the homes?




fn summary, Mr, Green, I am thanking you for acknowledging our tenancy here at
91105 in good standing and T am hoping that you will intervene on my behalf and that of my family along with all
other Cal Trans tenants who want to own their home to speak to the Department of Transportation on these above-
mentioned issues and strongly honor my family’s and community’s continued residency here (ours since 1979) as
tenants in good standing.

I sincerely appreciate any and all timely efforts that you can provide to this affordable housing request by me to

purshase and keep tishome

Have a good day!

Best regards,

g

David Quinones






