Lowden, Jennifer S@DOT
F' Melanie CicconW
g : Monday, July 21, :

To: : nifer S@DOT
Subject:
Attachments:

From: Melanie Ciccone
Subject
Date: July 21, 2014 at 11:15:51 AM PDT
To: jennifer- lowden@dot.ca.gov

Cc: Joseph Henry

Dear Jennifer,

We spoke just a little while ago regarding the vacant parcel we rent from Cal Trans

that is attached and adjacent to our property where we own/are currently restoring/and maintain

a historic home known as The Garfield House (designed by Green and Green for presidential widow Lucretia Garfield
after her husbands assassination). Our home address is 1001 Buena Vista Street, South Pasadena, CA. The lot we rent
just south of our property is 508

Meridian Avenue. As I mentioned in our phone conversation, the lot contains a walkway 3 sets of concrete/river
rock/klinker brick strairs

t re continuous with the entire West facing perimeter wall that runs all the way to the NE corner of Meridian and
Buena Vista Streets.

The walkway itself intersects the property we rent from Cal Trans about mid way and is 26 ft away from the back of
our home.

I have attached a parcel map for your easy reference below. It is the lot penciled in red.

Additionally, I have enclosed a letter which my husband and I wrote early on in the process which describes how we
ended up in this situation with the Cal Trans lot - I thought it would be helpful for background.

We look forward to hearing back from district 7 or your office as to next steps.

Yours sincerely,
Melanie and Joe Henry
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Dear Julianne Hines, 29 June, 2009

My wife and I are the owners of The Garfield House on Buena Vista Street in
South Pasadena. Not only is The Garfield an historic home but, having been
built in 1904 by Greene and Greene for the widowed former First Lady, it has
been designated a local landmark, and was likewise added to the National
Registry of Historic Places (4/24/73).

We purchased our home three years ago from the family trust of Andrew
Chute, a man who had lived in the house since 1950, raised a family of ten
children, and passed away here at age 93. He had spent his last 15 years
alone here as a widower and, when we bought the house i1t was, in many
respects, in shambles.

At the time of purchase, we were told by the family that, in the mid 1960s,
Andrew had sold a “small strip of land in the lower rear yard” to a “sorrowful
man with hard-luck story,” who turned around and sold the land to Cal-
Trans. As we had an entire interior restoration ahead of us, a “small strip” of
an over-grown lower-rear scrub lot was the least of our concerns. There was,
after all, a very decent elevated portion of property, surrounded by an
original brick and stone wall (with multiple stairways) that we regarded as
the “real” back yard; and that was plenty in that exciting and daunting time.

As we came closer to completing phase one of our home restoration and were
preparing to take up residence, we went to the City of South Pasadena, as
required by our home’s historic status, for approval to erect a wood fence
around the back yard for our privacy and for the safety of our two dogs. The
subject of the Cal-Trans property to our rear came up (note: our calls at the
same time to Cal-Trans went unreturned), and the city allowed that it had
been somewhat of a problem in recent years, having become over-grown and
neglected, and thus an attractive destination for teens and the homeless. The
city suggested that, even though it belonged Cal-Trans, we might consider
including part of it within our fenced yard, as long as we were willing to
maintain it and left enough leeway for power line maintenance, etc.

We did so. We cleared the hazardous dead brush and planted along the fence
- in keeping with the rustic-but-managed feel of the overall yard; and for the
past few years it has seemed like a workable solution for everyone concerned.
(Worth noting as well that we have replaced and maintain water and sewage
lines all the way through this Cal-Trans property.)

Flash forward to the present (and thank you, Ms. Hines, for wading through
out back-story): we came home one day to discover a Cal-Trans crew
trimming and clearing trees on what we believed to be a portion of our



property —our protests, we believe, triggering an investigation of our property
line. As result a surveyor was called to the scene by Cal-Trans; and to our
shock and great dismay, we have now been informed that not only does our
property not extend to include any of the aforementioned “lower lot,” but in
fact Cal-Trans owns half of our upper back yard as well, dissecting the
original Greene and Greene stone wall and stairs.

It is clear that the property line was misrepresented to us by the Chute heirs
at the time of sale —though we don’t assume it was intentional. It is also clear
that what we need to focus our energies on is in acquiring an easement for
the 60 feet of property —or at least the portion that constitutes the walled
yard of The Garfield House- from Cal-Trans.

Ms. Hines, it is very daunting to think about tangling with Cal-Trans on our
own —from what we know of them from neighbors and from our own
experience thus far. We need to find someone ready to hear us and work with
us toward a fair and satisfactory resolve of this anxiety-producing issue; and
to that end, we would hope to acquire a letter from Assemblyman Anthony
Portantino in support of our being granted an easement in perpetuity on the
property in question.

Might you be of any help in this matter? We would greatly appreciate any
counsel you might provide us.

Most sincerely,

Joe Henry and Melanie Ciccone






