Caltrans Mourns Loss of Employee
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Hello,

it is with great sadness that I speak to you today. 

flags are flying at half-staff across the state as the entire caltrans family mourns the loss of fellow employee djuan bush.
our thoughts and hearts are with djuan’s family, friends and co-workers.   djuan died on tuesday, september 25th from injuries sustained while working in a caltrans “cone zone.”  

djuan was a 24-year old caltrans highway maintenance woRker serving on the district 4 east bay guardrail crew number 723 out of san leandro. he had been with the deparment for two years.

djuan was working on a guardrail repair project on interstate 580 near dublin.  at around 12:35 p.m. he was closing the tailgate on a caltrans one-ton truck when AN ERRANT CAR hit the boom truck PARKED behind the one-ton vehicle, AND THEN struck djuan.  he was transported to the hospital, underwent emergency surgery, but died later that night while in intensive care.  the accident is under investigation.

djuan is survived by his parents, brother, sister, grandmother and extended district 4 caltrans family.

Caltrans takes great MEASURES to ensure a safe work environment - and although safety precautions were in place AT THIS WORK SITE, it reminds us of the dangers highway workers face every day, and how quickly circumstances can change.   

this tragic INCIDENT marks the 168th death of a caltrans employee killed in the line of duty since 1924.

by now, you should have received a wallet-sized card of our mission, vision, goals and values (which were distributed statewide over the past few weeks).  our first goal is safety.   this event underscores and renews our commitment to provide a safe transportation system for users and workers.   we will continue to publicize our message to the motoring public to be careful when driving in work zones and to “slow for the cone zone.”

i understand that dealing with the loss of a fellow employee can be difficult. The employee assistance program provides a valuable and confidential service to ALL OF OUR employees. if needed, COUNSELORS are available to provide guidance and support during this period of grieving.  for more information about the employee assistance program contact your immediate supervisor or call 1-866-EAP-4SOC.

I WANT TO TAKE A MOMENT TO READ YOU A PIECE OF INFORMATION THAT WE RECEIVED FROM THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE.  THIS WAS DISTRIBUTED AS A PRESS RELEASE AND I JUST WANT TO QUOTE THE GOVERNOR.  “Maria and I, along with all Californians, mourn the loss of a committed and hard-working public servant. We extend our prayers and sincere condolences to Djuan’s family, friends and co-workers as they grieve this tragic loss. We are eternally grateful for his dedicated service to our state.”

djuan, we salute you and honor you for making the ultimate sacrifice.  YOU WILL not be forgotten. ***
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