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The Project
This project will upgrade approximately 12.6 miles of two-lane highway to four-lanes from about 4 miles south of Olan-
cha to 4 miles north of Cartago. The project will close the gap between the existing four-lane sections to the south and
north of this project.

The Need

US 395 is a High Emphasis route and is part of the Interregional Road System (IRRS). The Highway is vital to the economy
of the Eastern Sierra region and is one of five major recreational corridors identified for Southern California. The high-
way has recurrent congestion and the fatal accident rate is higher than the statewide average for a similar facility.
Benefits

This project will improve roadway safety, provide for continuity of the U.S.
Highway 395 corridor, meet present and future traffic demands, and bring
the highway up to current design standards.

Funding and Partnership

The project is expected to be funded with State Transportation Improve-
ment Program (STIP) Funds. These are State transportation fund moneys
from various sources, primarily State and Federal fuel taxes. These funds
are specifically dedicated for transportation improvements and cannot be
used for other purposes.

The project is jointly funded with Inyo (40%), Mono (10%), and Kern (10%) fresno il
County and Caltrans (40%) contributing transportation funds for this \
project. The project is currently fully funded through the PS&E (Design)
phase and Right of Way phase. Construction Capital and Construction
Support for the project have been proposed in the draft 2014 STIP, which
is currently being prepared and is anticipated to be adopted by the
California Transportation Commission in March 2014. Caltrans and the @y
funding partners are unanimous in their support for funding construction
of this project.
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Draft Environmental Document August 2010

Final Environmental Document Febuary 2014

Begin Right of Way Acquision June 2014

Complete Plans and Specifications March 2016

Certify Right of Way June 2016

Advertise Projects December 2016

Begin Construction April 2017

Complete Construction April 2019 L -2

What are the significant concerns for the project? . 7, 4% Owens DryLake

The Draft Environmental Document was circulated for public comment in
Fall 2010. The preferred alternative, a combination of Alternative 4 in the
south and Alternative 3 in the north, was chosen in June 2011. The
preferred alternative reduces environmental impacts, residence reloca-
tions, and direct impacts to businesses and increases safety and best
meets the purpose and need of the project. The Final Environmental
Document, which will include a response to public comments, is expected
in February 2014. The preferred alternative will be an expressway with
access control. This means that access to the new highway will be limited
to controlled locations. A Route Adoption will be required for the new
route alignment, so Caltrans intends to relinquish a portion of the existing
highway to Inyo County. The resulting county roadway could then be
developed to further meet the needs of the residents and the County.
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