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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FINAL SEGMENT OF SEQUOIA FREEWAY COMPLETED,;
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS TO WIDEN KINGS CANYON EXPRESSWAY

Kings Canyon project will get $18.4 million from federal stimulus

Fresno - Today, Caltrans and the Fresno County Transportation Authority celebrated
the completion of the final segment of the State Route 180 (SR-180) Sequoia Freeway
Project and also announced the start of construction on the first segment of the State
Route 180 East Kings Canyon Expressway Project, which will receive $18.4 million in
stimulus funding from President Obama's American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (Recovery Act).

"My Administration is working hand-in-hand with President Obama's team to ensure
Recovery Act dollars are pumped into California quickly and responsibly to help
stimulate our economy, save and create jobs and in

this instance - invest in the future of California’s transportation infrastructure,” said
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

The Kings Canyon Expressway Segment, a $67.6 million project that will extend SR-
180 eastward, will construct a new six-mile four-lane expressway from Temperance
Avenue to Quality Avenue. The project is a partnership between Caltrans, the Council
of Fresno County Governments and the Fresno County Transportation Authority. In
addition to Recovery Act dollars, funding is being provided by federal demonstration
funds and Measure C sales tax funds. The project is scheduled to be completed in
summer 2011.

The $80.8 million Sequoia Freeway Project built a new six-lane freeway in Fresno from
Clovis Avenue to Fowler Avenue and a new four-lane freeway from Fowler Avenue to
Temperance Avenue. This final section completes the Sequoia Freeway, which now
extends more than 12 miles. In addition, new interchanges were built at Fowler and
Temperance Avenue.

-More-
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Funding for this project includes $54.3 million from Proposition 1B, the $19.9 billion
transportation bond championed by Governor Schwarzenegger and approved by voters
in 2006. Other funding was provided by the Traffic Congestion Relief Program and the
local Measure C sales tax.

"Southeast Fresno presently lacks a major east-west freeway," said Caltrans Director
Randy Iwasaki. "The Sequoia Freeway and Kings Canyon Expressway projects will
provide a safe, convenient east-west mobility for commuters and goods."

Under Governor Schwarzenegger's leadership, California leads the nation with nearly
$2.1 billion in Recovery Act funding obligated to more than 700 highway and local street
transportation projects statewide. Of these, 378 projects worth more than $2 billion have
already been awarded contracts to begin work, with an additional $500 million in federal
stimulus funds expected to be awarded to 131 projects by February 2010. For more
information on the Recovery Act visit: http://recovery.ca.gov/.
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