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CALTRANS STATEWIDE  
“LITTER REMOVAL AND C.H.P. ENFORCEMENT DAY” 

 
Fresno- The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) continues to 
demonstrate its commitment to keeping litter, trash and debris off our Highways.  This 
year’s partnership with the California Highway Patrol (CHP), will initiate this year’s 
statewide "Caltrans/CHP Litter Removal and Enforcement Day" tomorrow, Wednesday, 
May 6th.  
In order to keep our highways clean, all Caltrans Maintenance Division Staff and Field 
Crews will dedicate their workday to picking up litter in each of the twelve Districts 
throughout the state.  Statewide, all Changeable Message Signs will be activated in 
order to bring awareness to the motoring public of the importance in maintaining the 
beauty of California.   
 
Last fiscal year, Caltrans spent 57 million dollars cleaning 300,000 shoulder miles of 
highway.  This amounts to 182,000 cubic yards of litter, trash and debris that can be 
compared to filling 11,300 Caltrans garbage trucks full of litter.  Placed end to end, 
these trucks would extend in length approximately 60.5 miles long. All of these 
resources could have been better spent constructing or maintaining our state highways.    
 
Caltrans has invested millions of dollars in the “Don’t Trash California” public 
awareness/educational campaign. In addition to substantial economic costs, litter 
pollutes our environment, contributes to traffic accidents/delays and costs millions of 
dollars annually to clean up.  Litter is avoidable!  Here’s how you can help: 

o Carry a litter bag in your vehicle 
o Dispose of cigarette butts properly 
o Always cover and secure loads of trucks and pick-ups 
o Get involved in community Adopt-A-Highway Groups; and teach others not to 

litter.  
Please be alert for maintenance field crews picking up litter in our surrounding areas, 
and remember, “Slow for the Cone Zone” at all times.   
 
For more information regarding this event, please contact the District 6 Public 
Information Office at (559) 444-2409.          
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