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What is Sustainability?
That depends on who you ask.
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The 2005 World Summit on Social 
Development identified sustainable 
development goals, such as economic 
development, social development and 
environmental protection. This view has 
been expressed as an illustration using 
three overlapping ellipses indicating that 
the three pillars of sustainability are not 
mutually exclusive and can be mutually 
reinforcing



So who should we ask?
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The EPA

The US Chamber of Commerce

Your Neighbor



So who should we ask?
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The EPA
The Environment

The US Chamber of Commerce
The Economy

Your Neighbor
Me



What is sustainability?
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Sustainability
is balanced, long-term
stewardship of economic, 
environmental and social
resources now and for 
future generations.

Economic /
Prosperity

Environment /
Planet

Social Equity /
People

USEPA- (3P’s)
FHWA-Triple Bottom Line (3E’s)
Caltrans- California Transportation Plan (3E’s)



What is Sustainability in Caltrans?
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Compliance with legal 
mandates and 
proactive decision-
making that improves 
ecological health and 
resiliency.

Policies and procedures 
that improve the safety, 
health and quality of 
life for workers, 
travelers and 
communities.

Balanced life-cycle and 
investment
considerations to 
ensure prudent fiscal 
and system asset 
management decisions.

Economic Environment

Social Equity



Plus Innovation & Partnership
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Getting here also requires:

partnerships & innovation.

• Sustainability goals require collaborative 
and integrated decision-making with 
local, state and federal partners and 
stakeholders 

• Innovation is required to meet evolving 
sustainability challenges. 

Economic Environment

Social Equity


