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Colifornia £0q Programs

Central California’s
Operation Fog Program

Whether you’re traveling south to enjoy
the warmer climate, heading north to walk
among the majestic redwoods, or if you live in
the fertile Central Valley, you need to always be
aware of winter driving conditions. Especially
when dense fog blankets the highways.

Fog can catch you by surprise. One
minute you’re driving along at 65 mph with a clear
view of the road and the next minute your visibility
drops to less than 200 feet and the traffic ahead
of you slows to a crawl. This dramatic change in
visibility and the speed of traffic can lead to
multiple-car pileups, severe injury, or even death.
It is difficult for motorists to perceive speedin
dense fog conditions.

Caltrans and the CHP began “Operation
Fog” in 1991 in an effort to help make you aware
of this unique winter driving condition in Central
California and to reduce the number of fog-related
accidents.

This program not only relies on educa-
tional information like this brochure, but it also
uses high-tech equipment to help you find your
way when visibility drops on state highways in
Central California. There are roadside weather
stations and visibility sensors that gather informa-
tion as well as electronic message sings and
low-powered AM radio stations that alert you in
advance of foggy conditions. Also, signs are
posted in low-visibility areas that estimate Sight
Distance. And as you approach off-ramps, a
“3-2-1” countdown pattern of clear reflective
pavement markers assist you in exiting the road
during heavy fog.

Please do your part as well to avoid
becoming an accident statistic. Reduce your
speed and allow extra distance between
vehicles in front of you when driving in Central
California fog. It’s also a good idea to phone
the Caltrans Highway Information Network at
1-800-427-ROAD (7623) for statewide highway
information. That way if travel conditions
appear severe, you can consider postponing or
rescheduling your trip until the fog clears.

CHP Pace Car Program

When visibility is reduced to less than 500
feet, the California Highway Patrol implements
its “Pace Car Program.” CHP vehicles escort
traffic through dense fog when needed.
Officers utilize their flashing lights to lead
vehicles at a safe pace through areas of heavy
fog. Keeping traffic speeds at a reduced and
consistent pace during these conditions helps
to minimize accidents and maximize safe travel
on our state roads.
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Foq Driving TipS

1. Reduce your speed to allow for safe
stoppingd distance.

2. Drive with your headlights on low-beam.
NEVER drive using only your parking or
fog lights-
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5. Use windshield wipers and your defroster
to improve visibility.

6. Be patient! pon’t pass long lines of traffic
in fog.
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Visibility Sensors
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Arnold Schwarzenegger CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL District 5
Governor 50 Higuera Street

5179 North Gates Ave. San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Dale E. Bonner Fresno, CA 93722 805-549-3111

Secretary Business, 559-277-7250
Transportation And Central Division District 6
1352 West Olive Avenue

Housing Agency
CALTRANS Fresno, CA 93728
Will Kempton 559-488-4248

Director District 3
Department Of 703 B Street District 10
Transportation Marysville, CA 95901 1976 E. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
530-741-4572 Stockton, CA 95205
Joe Farrow 209-948-7977
Commissioner District 4
California Highway 111 Grand Avenue
Patrol Oakland, CA 94612
510-286-6445

Slow Your Pace It's Not A Race .

www.FOGUniversity.com

CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL




