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Background
State Route 180 (SR 180) is an east-west two-lane 
highway that begins in Mendota at State Route 33 (SR 
33) and connects communities on the west side of Fresno 
County with the city of Fresno, and Kings Canyon and 
Sequoia National Parks in the Sierra Nevada to the east. 
An approximate 20-mile gap exists between Interstate 5 
(I-5) and the western limit of SR 180 at SR 33. A 
connection to I-5 remains a high priority of both 
regional agencies and local municipalities.

Caltrans will prepare and circulate a Tier I 
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental 
Impact Report to examine the route alternatives for SR 
180 between Interstate 5 and the westerly terminus of 
existing SR 180, at Brawley Avenue in the City of Fresno. 

The study will identify the most appropriate location for 
a four-lane expressway for SR 180 within the study area 
in western Fresno County. Caltrans will recommend a 
route to be adopted by the California Transportation 
Commission upon completion of the environmental 
process. The formal adoption of a route for SR 180 
would enable Caltrans in cooperation with local 
governments to plan for future transportation projects 
within the identified alignment.

Purpose of the Project
The purpose of the proposed route adoption is to 
improve mobility east and west through the 
center of Fresno County and the San Joaquin 
Valley, by connecting the cities of Fresno, Kerman, 
Mendota, and Firebaugh and the unincorporated 
town of Rolinda. The current connection options 
between the City of Fresno and Interstate 5, 
including along the State Route 180, do not 
provide an adequate east-west transportation 
highway for safe, reliable, and continuous regional 
travel between these two locations.

What’s New?
Since our spring 2008 newsletter and last public 
meeting on June 11, 2008, we have expanded our 
studies to include the Extend and Expand 
Existing SR 180 Alternative. Three proposed 
route adoption alternatives—Northern Route, 
Southern Route, and Extend and Expand 
Existing SR 180, along with several route 
variations and the No Project Alternative are   
now under consideration. See map for details.

Project Schedule
Early 2010 The draft Tier I Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report  will be 
available to the public.

Late 2010 The final Tier I Environmental  Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report; 
Completion of the NEPA/CEQA processes; and 
Public Notification of Route Adoption.

What If I Want To Know More?
If you would like to learn more about this project, 
please visit our website at:

To inquire on the project you may also contact Trais 
Norris, Senior Environmental Planner at (559) 
243-8178.

Special Accomodations
For individuals with sensory disabilities, this 
newsletter is available in Braille, in large print, on 
audiocassette, or on computer disk. To obtain a copy 
in one of these alternate formats, please call or write 
to Caltrans, Attn: Trais Norris, Sierra Pacific Analysis 
Branch, 2015 E. Shields Ave., Suite 100, Fresno, CA, 
93726; (559) 243-8178 Voice, or use the California 
Relay Service TTY number, (559) 488-4066.

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist6/environmental/projects/sr180westside/
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