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SUMMARY 
ROUTE CONCEPT REPORT 

ROUTE 236 
SCR O.'OO - SCR 17.72 

T h i s  r e p o r t  d e f i n e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  f o r  improvement o f  Route 236 i n  
Dis t r ic t  4 ,  f o r  a  20-year planning pe r iod  (1985-2005). 

ROUTE CONCEPT 

Segment A: J c t  R t e  9  sou th  t o  Governors Camp PM SCR 0.00 t o  9.32 
2-Lane Conventional  C-35 

Segment B: Governors Camp t o  Jc t  R t e  9  n o r t h  PM SCR 9.32 t o  17.72 
2-Lane Conventional  B-4 5  

CONCEPT RATIONALE 

Route 236 is p r i m a r i l y  used as a n  a c c e s s  t o  Big Basin Redwoods S t a t e  
Park. This r o u t e  is t h e  on ly  major road l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  park.  - 

AREAS OF CONCERN 

T h i s  two l a n e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  road  h a s  s h o r t  r a d i u s  c u r v e s ,  s t e e p  
embankments and no shou lde r s  o r  p u l l  o u t  areas. Due t o  heavy win te r  
s t o r m s  (1981-1983), t h e  r o u t e  has rece ived  damage from mud s l i d e s ,  
f l ood ing  and embankment e r o s i o n .  

PROBLEM LOCATION AREAS 

PM 0.0 t o  2.5 Roadway i n  poor c o n d i t i o n  
PM 3.7 t o  17.0 Roadway i n  poor c o n d i t i o n  

IMPROVEMENTS 

A 1 . 2  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  roadway r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  is proposed 
f o r  t h e  1985/86 F.Y. from Jamison Creek Road t o  Governors Camp (P.M. 
2.7 t o  9.3).  



ROUTE CONCEPT REPORT 

ROUTE 236 

SCR 0.00 - SCR 17.72 

Route D e s c r i ~ t i o n  

Route  236 i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8  miles l o n g .  The e n t i r e  r o u t e  is  
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  S a n t a  Cruz County ,  and t h e  b e a u t i f u l  S a n t a  Cruz 
Mounta ins .  Route  236 is u t i l i z e d  as a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  acces s  t o  Big 
B a s i n  Redwoods S t a t e  Park. The s e c t i o n  from t h e  Route 236 south/  
Route 9 j unc t ion  t o  China Grade Road r e c e i v e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
t r a f f i c .  This r o u t e  is i n  t h e  s t a t e  s c e n i c  highway system. 

The l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  is a fo l lows:  

"Route 236 is from Route 9  n e a r  Boulder Creek t o  Route 9  nea r  
Waterman Gap, v i a  Governors Camp i n  Big Basin Redwoods S t a t e  
Park." 

Purpose of Route 

Route 236 is  p r i m a r i l y  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  r o u t e  f o r  campers t r a v e l l i n g  t o  
Big Basin Redwoods S t a t e  Park. 

P r o i e c t  Report 

C a l t r a n s  h a s  r e c e n t l y  comple t ed  a roadway r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  
r e p o r t  on Route 236. The p r o j e c t  l i m i t s  were from Jamison Creek Road 
t o  Governors Camp i n  Big Basin S t a t e  Park (P.M. 2.7 t o  9 .3) .  

The proposed work inc ludes  excava t ion  of l o c a l i z e d  f a i l e d  a r e a  sand 
b a c k f i l l i n g  w i t h  AC, c l e a n i n g  and s e a l i n g  cracks,  r e l i n i n g  o r  
r ep l ac ing  damaged c u l v e r t s  as neces sa ry ,  over lay ing  e x i s t i n g  roadway 
wi th  AC and r ep l ac ing  g u a r d r a i l s  t o  meet c u r r e n t  C a l t r a n s  s t anda rds .  
The c u r r e n t  es t imated  c o s t  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  is  1.2 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
The proposed c o n s t r u c t i o n  -year is 1985/86 F.Y. 



Seament A: J c t  Rte 9  sou th  t o  Governors Camp (SCR PM 0.00 t o  9.32) 

T h i s  segment  b e g i n s  a t  t h e  j unc t ion  of Route 9  s o u t h  ngar Boulder 
Creek and ends a t  Governors Camp. The r o u t e  is a  two l a n e  conven- 
t i o n a l  highway with  no shoulders .  The t e r r a i n  is r o l l i n g  t o  moun- 
t a i n o u s  wi th  a  3% t o  6% grade.  

During t h e  summer weekends conges t ion  occurs  a t  t h e  Route 236 sou th  
and Route 9 junc t ion ;  i n  t h e  community of Boulder Creek. 

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  S a n t a  Cruz M e t r o p o l i t a n  T r a n s i t  D i s t r i c t  
o p e r a t e s  two bus rou te s  a long Route 236, Routes 35 and 37. 
The 1982 Annual Average Da i ly  T r a f f i c  (AADT) ranges  from 6,000 a t  t h e  
junc t ion  of Route 9  sou th  t o  900 a t  Governors Camp. The northbound 
AM peak hour volumes range from 600 t o  200, t h e  southbound AM peak 
hour  volumes range from 400 t o  100. The Volume t o  Capaci ty  r a t i o  
(V/C) is .48 wi th  a l e v e l  of s e r v i c e  B-45. 

The 1995 (2005)  AADT ranges  from 7,000 (8,000) a t  t h e  j unc t ion  of 
Route 9  sou th  t o  2,000 (3,000) a t  Governors Camp. The AM peak hour 
volumes f o r  1995 i n  t h e  northbound d i r e c t i o n  range from 600 t o  200, 
t h e  sou thbound AM volumes r a n g e  f rom 420 t o  300. The Demand t o  
C a p a c t i y  r a t i o  ( D / C )  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1995  i s  -54  w i t h  a  L e v e l  o f  
Se rv i ce  (LOS) of B-40. The D/C f o r  t h e  year  2005 is -6.0 wi th  an LOS 
of C-35. 

From t h e  per iod  of January 1, 1981 t o  December 31, 1983 t h e r e  were a  
t o t a l  o f  116  a c c i d e n t s .  There were 99 i n j u r i e s  and 3  f a t a l i t i e s .  
The a c c i d e n t  r a t e  is 4.79 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM (Mi l l i on  Vehicle  Miles), 
t h e  s t a t e  wide average is 3.26 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM. The f a t a l i t y  r a t e  
f o r  t h i s  segment is -104 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM, t h e  s t a t e w i d e  average is 
-092 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM. 

The re  a r e  two roadway r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  programmed i n t o  t h e  
1984 STIP. One of t h e  p r o j e c t s  is from t h e  junc t ion  of  Route 9  s o u t h  
t o  Ridge Drive (PM 0.0 t o  1 . 4 ) ,  t h e  o t h e r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  is 
from n o r t h  of Jamison Creek t o  Governors Camp (PM 3.0 t o  9.3).  

The c o n c e p t  i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  2 - l a n e  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  no  
improvements. 



Seament B: Governors Camp t o  Jct R t e  9  n o r t h  (SCR PM 9.32 t o  17.72) 

T h i s  segment  r u n s  from Governors  Camp t o  t h e  j unc t ion  of Route 9  
n o r t h .  There a r e  2-lanes i n  each d i r e c t i o n  and no shoulders .  This 
segment of Route 236 is e n t i r e l y  on s t a t e  park land.  

The o n l y  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  a v a i l a b l e  is  t h e  Santa  Cruz Metopoli tan 
T r a n s i t  D i s t r i c t  r o u t e  37 which goes as f a r  a s  t h e  s t a t e  park.  

The 1982 AADT volumes f o r  t h i s  segment  r a n g e s  f rom 800 a t  ' t h e  
j u n c t i o n  o f  Route  9  n o r t h  t o  700 n o r t h  o f  Governors  Camp. The 
northbound AM peak hour volume is 100, t h e  southbound AM peak hour 
volumes range from 80 t o  70. The v/C r a t i o  is -12 wi th  a  l e v e l  of 
s e r v i c e  A-50. 

The AADT f o r  1995 ranges from 1,500 a t  t h e  j unc t ion  of r o u t e  9  n o r t h  
t o  1 ,400  n o r t h  o f  Governors  Camp. The no r thbound  AM peak hour  
volumes f o r  1995 range from 200 t o  100, t h e  southbound AM peak hour 
volumes range from 170 t o  120 v e h i c l e s .  
The 2005 AADT f o r  t h i s  segment ranges  from 2,000 a t  t h e  j unc t ion  of 
Route  9  n o r t h  t o  1,800 a t  Governors Camp. The northbound AM peak 
hour volumes f o r  2005 range from 170 t o  120 v e h i c l e s ,  t h e  southbound 
AM peak hour volume ranges  from 250 t o  190 v e h i c l e s .  
The 1995 V/C r a t i o  is -18 wi th  a l e v e l  of s e r v i c e  A-50. The 2005 v/C 
r a t i o  is  -20 wi th  a LOS of B-45. 

A t o t a l  of 10 a c c i d e n t s  occurred on t h i s  segment from December 31, 
1981 t o  January 1, 1983. There were 10  people  i n j u r e d  and no dea ths .  
The t o t a l  a c c i d e n t  r a t e  i s  2.29 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM, t h e  s t a t e w i d e  
a v e r a g e  i s  4.16 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM. The f a t a l i t y  r a t e  i s  -000 
a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM, t h e  s t a t e w i d e  average is -102 a c c i d e n t s  p e r  MVM. 

The r o u t e  c o n c e p t  is t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  two l a n e  f a c i l i t y  
throughout t h e  e n t i r e  segment wi th  no improvements. 




